COLLEGE OF UNIVERSITY STUDIES

www.ndsu.edu/univ_studies
David A. Wittrock, Dean

Programs in the College of University Studies are
designed for students with general needs or unique goals.
These programs involve general studies for deciding stu-
dents or the Bachelor of University Studies degree (a
tailored degree program) for students with distinctive
educational goals.

General Studies

The general studies program is designed to serve new stu-
dents who wish to enter college but are unsure about their
plans for the future. Special attention is given to select-
ing the best advisors, giving students a chance to explore
avariety of fields, and acquainting them with people who
are familiar with post-graduation opportunities.

Students in general studies may elect any pattern of
courses for which they have satisfactory preparation. They
may carry as little as one course (usually three hours of
class a week), a full load of four or five courses, or on rare
occasions, as many as six or seven courses.

Transfer to other colleges on campus from this program
or into this program is possible at any time. Most students
elect to pursue a major in one of the other academic units
at NDSU by the end of their third semester.

Bachelor of University Studies Degree

Students with no fewer than 15 semester credits remaining
and wishing to tailor their own degree may do so by propos-
ing a plan of study. Upon approval, this plan of study leads
to a Bachelor of University Studies (B.U.S.) degree.

Students secking the Bachelor of University Studies
degree usually begin by visiting the Associate Dean’s office
and talking with an advisor about their long-range hopes
and aspirations. Together, they select an advisor whose
professional skills and interests most closely coincide
with those of the student. The advisor will work with the
student in preparing a statement of goals, a summary of
previous education and experience, and a plan of study
for the degree. After both have signed the proposal, it is
forwarded to the Academic Policies/Program Review
committee of the College of University Studies for
approval. If the program is approved by the committee,
it becomes a set of requirements for graduation. Each
program must meet the general education requirements
and the graduation requirements of the university. The
Bachelor of University Studies does not allow an academic
minor or second major, but students are encouraged to
create an area(s) of empbhasis.

Experiential Learning Credit

Students may gain credit for university-level experiential
learning depending on how their experience relates to
their educational objectives and the pattern of formal
education they plan to pursue. Students requesting credit
for university-level experience must prepare summaries
of their learning, including time periods, job descrip-
tions, responsibilities, on-the-job training, verification of
employment, and any other pertinent information accord-
ing to published guidelines. Credit may be requested for
any type of experience provided the experience leads to
university-level learning and is related to educational
goals. Ultimately, students must be prepared to dem-
onstrate increased knowledge, problem-solving ability,
ability to understand people, or some other significant
personal growth as the result of their experience.
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Cooperative Education

Cooperative Education, a program of the Career Center,
offers undergraduate and graduate students an opportu-
nity to integrate classroom study with paid, career related
work experience for academic credit. Work may be full
or part time. Credit is granted through Continuing
Education and awarded directly by the Cooperative
Education program. A Cooperative Education experience
may substantially improve students’ employment oppor-
tunities after graduation.

Degree Plan Proposal

The degree plan must be submitted to the Academic
Policies/Program Review committee through the Office
of the Director of University Studies by guideline due dates
(October 1 for spring or summer graduation; February 1 for
fall graduation). No fewer than 15 credits must be proposed
(remain to be taken after approval) and included in the pro-
posal. Students who submit proposals after the due date will
not be considered for graduation the following semester.
Students are encouraged to submit their proposals during
the junior year with approximately 30 credits proposed.

A program must include the following: at least one
semester (15 credits) of study to be completed after
approval; a total of no fewer than 122 credits (includ-
ing credit for military experience, previous college work,
work experience, etc.); 37 credits of junior- and senior-
level courses (300-400 level); a cumulative grade-point
average of 2.00 based on all work completed at North
Dakota State University; 60 credits from a four-year insti-
tution; and the residency requirement (36 credits must be
completed at North Dakota State University). Ordinarily,
the last 30 credits must be resident credits. In addition,
cach program must fulfill the General Education require-
ments including the Capstone Experience, Cultural
Diversity, and Global Perspectives categories and have as
a minimum the following:

Requirements Credits
First-Year Experience. ..., 1
Communications (C):
COMM 110, Fund Public Speaking ............... 3
ENGL 110%, 120, College Composition L1I ....... 6

ENGL Upper Level Writing Course ............... 3

College of University Studies 103

NI

Quantitative Reasoning ...l 3
Science & Technology. ..., 10

A laboratory course is included in this requirement.
Humanities & Fine Arts........c..covviiiiininn...
Social & Behavioral Sciences

Wellness

1 Effective fall 2007, studenes with composite ACT scores of 21 or higher
should register for English 120 (unless transfer credic for ENGL 120 is received).
Students who complete English 120 with a C or higher will receive credic for
English 110 witha passing grade (P). Studencs with a composite ACT score of less
than 21 are rcqmrcd to regjster for Eng]lsh 110.

Approval of a student’s proposal means that everybody
involved believes that the approved plan is the best edu-
cational program available to that student and that it is a
baccalaureate-level program.

It is the policy of the College of University Studies that
students secking a B.U.S. degree will, following approval of
the B.US. proposal, be expected to make continual progress
toward completion of their degree. Discontinuing enroll-
ment for a period of two continuous academic years or
more indicates lack of progress. The proposals of students
who lack progress will no longer be considered valid for
graduation with a B.US. degree. If these students choose
to continue to seck a B.US. degree, it will be necessary to
submit a new proposal for consideration by the committee.

In addition to the College of University Studies con-
tinual progress policy, NDSU requires that any student
who discontinues enrollment for more than one year is
subject to completing the General Education require-
ments in effect at the time of re-entry. B.U.S. proposals are
subject to the NDSU baccalaureate degree requirements.

For further information, contact:
Carolyn A. Schnell, Associate Dean
College of University Studies

112 Morrill Hall

North Dakota State University
Fargo, ND 58105

Telephone: 231-7014
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