Sentence Patterns

l. SVC.   Independent clause (one subject)



-I ran to class after work.

2.  SVC, and SVC.  Compound sentence 

     SVC;  SVC.

Two sentences that could stand alone can be joined with a semicolon or a comma+ coordinating conjunction  such as and/or/for/nor/so/yet/but.


-Ryan works at two jobs, yet he finds time to study each day. 



-George gave Allison a gift;  she gave it to her sister.

3.  _____, SVC.  Introductory words, phrases, or clauses.  



-Unfortunately, Mary broke her leg in the first game.



-Sprinting toward the huddle, John joined the team.



-If you want to win, you should practice more often.

4.  S,_____, VC.  Interrupting words, phrases, or clauses 

Elements that are not essential to the sentence can be set off with TWO 

commas, dashes, or parentheses.

-Pam, however, won the district meet.

-Mr. Jefferson, our next door neighbor, bought a new car.

-The judges—those ignorant blockheads—gave me third place.

-The National Education Association (NEA) meets in Chicago this year.

-She usually likes my cats, but, recently, she has avoided petting them.

5.    S_____VC.

Elements that are necessary to the meaning of the sentence should NOT be set off with commas (prepositional phrases, that and because clauses.)



-The man in the blue suit is my dad.



-Marvin went to the company picnic in the park beside the river.



-The man who is standing by the fountain is Betty's father.



-Heather opened the door that led to the garage roof.



-Tony wrote down her phone number because he wanted to call her later.

6.  SVC, _______.  Final elements

     SVC:  _______.

     SVC-- _______.



-Henry was very unhappy, naturally.



-Arnold failed to study for his chemistry test, which was a big mistake.



-The breakfast was huge:  orange juice, toast, bacon, eggs, and cereal.



-Marcie knew there was just one thing to do:  go home and collapse.



-Shaggy, diseased, weak—the dog was disgusting!

