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Catalog Description:  
This course provides an introduction to the practical applications of the planning, design, and construction 
phases of the land development process. Prereq: CM&E 204, 212.F 
 
Grade Distribution:  

 
 
 

 
Modifications Made to Course: 
When I conducted this course for the very first time, in the previous offering, students: 
 

 created many boring lot and road layouts in their conceptual plans, and failed to offer a good mix 
of the land use, thus compromising the livability in their proposed development. 

 
 submitted their conceptual plans and utility layouts as assignments to me, thus their work lacked 

reflection required to improve on the initial ideas. 
 
In this offering, I: 
 

 brought in guest lecturers who introduced the concept of livability, described how features like 
storm water retention and detention ponds could be creatively used to increase livability, and so on. 

 
 got students to present their initial designs to the class where the peers and I could ask questions, 

reflect on each other’s work and improve. 
 
The above did provide improvements to students’ work. 
 
Course Outcomes Assessment ACCE: (matrix content) 
1.1 Communication - Oral and Written 
4.21 Civil 
4.37 Comparative cost analysis 
4.38 Assembly techniques and equipment selection 
4.39 Building Codes and Standards 
4.41 Basic sketching and drawing techniques 
4.45 Computer applications 
4.52 Site organization and development 
5.36 Forecasting costs, cash flow requirements 
 
Communications Component:  
Students presented their proposed conceptual plans and utility layouts in front of the class.  Thereby, 
students were encouraged to share ideas, ask questions and collectively reflect.  Students found it an 
opportunity to improve their communication skills too. 

The project work was submitted in a dossier, which has written communications. 

A B C D F W Total
49 0 0 0 0 0 49 



 
Contemporary Issues Component:  
Guest lecturers included city planners who discussed contemporary issues in planning such as trends, 
challenges and opportunities faced by the cities, and the current thought processes among city 
administrators and councilors. 
 
City engineers who came as guest speakers shared contemporary issues in providing engineering services 
and matters like the flood mitigation program. 
 
Much of the course focused on land development in an urban setting, because complexities involved in 
such contexts offer more learning opportunities.  Nevertheless, North Dakota has many rural communities 
that require land development.  A Community Development Specialist on Rural Development, who is 
working for the US Department of Agriculture, was brought in to present Federal funding opportunities for 
developmental work in the rural communities of North Dakota.  This eventually resulted in one student 
getting an internship to serve the remote north western North Dakota communities in the Burke County to 
propose solutions to challenges of residential developments created by the boom in oil explorations. 
 
Student Feedback:  
A complaint was that guest lecturers’ presentations could be better coordinated.  Solution is proposed 
below in ‘Proposed Actions for Course Improvement.’ 
 
Another complaint was that students were not informed what to learn from each guest speaker.  Solution is 
proposed below in ‘Proposed Actions for Course Improvement.’ 
 
Reflection:  
Fargo has a comprehensive planning process, and is going to implement a 20 year developmental plan 
called Fargo Go 2030.  As future constructors of this region, students of this program should be closely 
associated with such process and take ownership of how the construction industry in this community would 
evolve. 
 
Land development is providing serviced land to clients.  There should be honest revelation of underground 
conditions and other hazards to future occupants of the land.  Also any knowledge of imminent uses or 
developments in surrounding land parcels need to be honestly reported to the clientele.  Ethical practices 
among land developers is hence important. 
 
Proposed Actions for Course Improvement:  
I would have more detailed discussions with guest lecturers on what areas they will cover, to avoid both 
overlaps and voids. 
 
Before each guest lecture, students will be informed as to what insights they should gain and prompt some 
questions they should get answered. 
 
Throughout the semester, students will be regularly reminded the structure and the direction by Bb 
announcements in addition to verbal announcements in the class. 
 
I could not develop rubrics for utility lay out presentations.  The rubric for conceptual plan too could have 
been better.  These shortcomings will be addressed. 
 
An ethics component would be included in the course. 


