Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for 

Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education
Award Committee Bylaws

These are the bylaws of the Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education Award Committee.

ARTICLE I: Purpose
The purpose of this committee is to acknowledge academic excellence in emergency management education annually by awarding the Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award to a deserving recipient.

ARTICLE II: Committee Structure, Terms and Voting 

Section 1.  The committee will be comprised of nine members from the emergency management academic and practitioner communities, one of which will be designated as the chairperson.  The chairperson will be responsible for the business aspects and functions of the committee up to and including, meeting facilitation, nomination and award material distribution, meeting minutes, etc.  The chairperson will not be a regularly voting member and will only vote in the event of a tie.
Section 2.  Committee member terms will alternate annually with four terms expiring on the first day of July during even years and five terms expiring on the first day of July during odd years.  Committee members may continue in their position for additional terms with the majority consent of the currently sitting committee.  Empty committee seats will be filled by appointment upon the majority consent of the currently sitting committee.  The chairperson duties will be re-designated as that committee member’s term expires.
Section 3.  Committee members will not be eligible to receive the Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Education while they sit on the committee.
Section 4.  All business of the committee will be conducted via email and a quorum will exist when at least five voting members vote within the time frame provided for response. 

Section 5.  The Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University will house the award and maintain a webpage presence for award information.

ARTICLE III: Award Nomination, Selection and Presentation
Section 1.  Award nominations will be solicited annually in January via emergency management communication channels that are utilized by the emergency management academic and practitioner communities.  Nominations will close in early February.  Nomination submission format will be dictated by the award committee.  Only nomination submissions meeting the submission requirements and received electronically via email will be considered by the committee.  Nominations can be submitted on behalf of self or others.

Section 2.  Committee members will review award nominee submissions in April and rank order submissions so that a list of the top nominees can be discussed and voted on. 
Section 3.   Once selected, the award recipient will be notified via letter no later than the first of March and encouraged to attend the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference in June to receive their award.

Section 4.  The award recipient will receive an engraved plaque and will be recognized on the webpage with a photo and a bio page.  Award recipient information will be disseminated to the same communication channels utilized for nominations.


ARTICLE IV: Bylaw Posting and Amendments
Section 1.  These bylaws will be posted to the award committee’s webpage.

Section 2.  Amendments may be made to these bylaws by a simple majority of the quorum.
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