CLASSROOM OBSERVATION

Instructor:   




Course:  



Date:  
Observer:  


The peer review of teaching for lecturers serves three purposes, according to Kevin Brooks, our Department Chair:  1) ongoing professional development, 2) reaching Senior Lecturer status, and 3) assessment and accountability. 
To really benefit from this process, we (the peer review of teaching committee) encourage each lecturer to pair up with another lecturer to visit each other’s classes.  The arrangement is two-fold:  the instructor gets feedback about his/her teaching practices while the visitor/observer gets a demonstration of what a good teacher does.  We recommend pairing up, when possible, with someone who teaches the same class as you and who could provide a fresh perspective on your class.  
The following prompts are meant to facilitate your observation process.  Please use those prompts that are most helpful for the teacher and observer.  The prompts might also help you choose topics for Areas of Interest, discussed below.  
STRATEGIES
1.  The instructor came across as well prepared because 
2. The instructor relayed the objectives of the class by 

3. The instructor used class time efficiently by 
4. The instructor effectively held the students’ attention by 
5. The instructor provided clear directions for group work and helped the students learn from each other by 
RAPPORT 
1. The instructor portrayed enthusiasm and/or passion toward the material and/or teaching by 
2. The students showed their respect for the instructor by 
3. The instructor encouraged intellectual curiosity toward new ideas or perspectives when 
4. The instructor responded to the students’ questions and/or comments by 
5. The instructor welcomed student participation by 
Adapted from Van Note Chism, Nancy. Peer Review of Teaching: A Sourcebook. Bolton, MA: Anker Publishing Company, Inc. 1999. 
AREAS OF INTEREST 
The instructor could contact the observer via email and request that the observer pay attention to the following [optional]:  

Something I learned from watching the instructor was 
While observing the instructor, I noticed the following items, which I would like to discuss with the instructor after the class:  

Instructor Signature _______________________________________________ 
Observer Signature________________________________________________ 
