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A message from President Cook

Welcome to North Dakota State University, an exceptional institution 
of higher learning. You’ll discover that this is an incredible place, widely 
known as a student-focused, land-grant, research university.

NDSU is proud to be an R1 institution as defined by the Carnegie 
Classification of Institutionsof Higher Education. R1 is the top Carnegie 
status and is only presented to research institutions in the country 
that have a high level of research expenditures and produce doctoral 
graduates across a balanced portfolio of disciplines. With more than 
$164 million in research expenditures in fiscal 2021, NDSU ranks 99 
among 412 public universities in the National Science Foundation’s
Higher Education Research and Development Survey.

We have a strong national and international presence – students come from around the globe to 
receive a quality education at an a!ordable price. In fall 2022, NDSU had 12,242 students enrolled in 
its undergraduate, professional and graduate programs. Of that number, a total of 684 international 
students from 76 countries are enrolled at NDSU, and we have 1,962 graduate students. Our student-
to-faculty ratio was 16 to 1 for the 2021-2022 academic year.

NDSU has more than 100 buildings on campus, eight major research and extension centers throughout 
the state and extension programs in every county of North Dakota. Our outstanding facilities include 
the new Sugihara Hall, a 104,825-square-foot laboratory-intensive structure and the A. Glenn Hill 
Center, a state-of-the-art building focused on science, technology, engineering and mathematics,

NDSU has a major presence in Fargo’s historic and vibrant downtown. Architecture and landscape 
architecture programs are taught in Renaissance Hall and Klai Hall. Renaissance Hall also is home  
to the visual arts department, and Richard H. Barry Hall houses the College of Business and 
Department of Agribusiness and Applied Economics.

In addition, our successful Research and Technology Park continues to conduct leading research that 
helps create new technologies, businesses and jobs.

The North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station and NDSU Extension Service are vital parts of  
the university. NDSU is firmly committed to its land-grant traditions. NDSU also participates in the  
Tri-College University consortium with neighboring Minnesota State University Moorhead, Concordia 
College, Minnesota State Community and Technical College, and North Dakota State College of Science.

NDSU has earned a reputation for excellence in education, research and service. Our more than 97,000 
living alumni will attest that NDSU has a positive and lasting impact on the lives of students and the 
economic prosperity of our state, region and nation.

As your president, I envision five key areas of focus that are based on NDSU’s strategic plan and its core 
values, transparency and shared governance. They include:
• Enhancing enrollment, retention and student success
• Prioritizing NDSU’s R1 Carnegie classification status as a top research institution
• Investing in the well-being of the people across the NDSU community
• Building a stronger culture of diversity, inclusion and respect
• Embracing NDSU’s critical role as a land-grant university



Since I began leading NDSU in May of 2022, we have been in the process of a transformation to address 
the financial challenges facing higher education institutions. Reductions continue to be difficult, 
particularly because we have been absorbing cuts for a number of years, forcing everyone to do more 
with less for quite some time. They also will be difficult because after a number of years of cutting, it 
is becoming more difficult to make reductions without impacting our core academic mission. Without 
question, the budget cuts we are facing will be incredibly difficult.

However, if we make these cuts strategically, together, I am confident we will transform the university 
to meet future workforce and research challenges facing North Dakota and beyond, positioning NDSU 
for future success.

Thank you to everyone for helping traverse these challenging times. Continuing to work together to 
identify strategic opportunities, while guided by a deep commitment to the institution, will make NDSU 
a stronger university moving forward.

Thank you for joining us. 

Sincerely, 

David Cook
NDSU President



KWAME ADDEY 
Research Assistant Professor | Agribusiness and Applied Economics
Ph.D., Statistics, North Dakota State University, 2023

ER IN BEYER
Assistant Professor | Animal Sciences
Ph.D., Meat Sciences, Kansas State University, 2023

AKSHAYA SR IK AN T H BHAG AVAT HUL A 
Associate Professor | Public Health
Ph.D., Public Health, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, 2021

ER IC BR ANCH
Assistant Professor | Plant Pathology
Ph.D., Plant Pathology, Cornell University, 2023

DE AN BR E SCIANI 
Distinguished Professor | School of Education
Ph.D., Higher Education Finance, University of Arizona, 1996

KIR  STEN BUTCHER 
Assistant Professor  | School of Natural Resource Sciences
Ph.D., Ecology, Utah State University, 2023

R EBECC A CHAT HAM-VAZQUEZ 
Assistant Professor | English and School of Education
Ph.D., English Education, Arizona State University, 2023

A SH DECLER K 
Visiting Assistant Professor | Mathematics
Ph.D., Mathematics, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 2023



MAT  THEW DRESCHER 
Assistant Professor of Practice | Health, Nutrition and Exercise Sciences
Ph.D., Philosophy, Indiana State University, 2023

KEL  SEY GRIESHEIM 
Assistant Professor | School of Natural Resource Sciences
Ph.D., Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences, University of Illinois – Urbana, 
2022

ZHAO JIN 
Assistant Professor  | Plant Sciences
Ph.D., Fermentation Engineering, Jiangnan University, 2014

STEPHANIE KELLER 
Assistant Professor of Practice | Nursing, Bismarck
M.S., Nursing, University of Mary, 2019

DONGIN KIM 
Research Assistant Professor | Agribusiness and Applied Economics
Ph.D., Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of Connecticut, 2023

TONG LI  
Research Assistant Professor | Coatings and Polymeric Materials
Ph.D., Anti-reflection, University of Chinese Academy of Science, 2017

ZHIKAI LIANG 
Assistant Professor | Plant Sciences
Ph.D., Agronomy and Horticulture, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 2019

ALETHA LIPPAY 
Assistant Professor of Practice | Apparel, Retail Merchandising and  Design
M.S., Educational Leadership, Minnesota State University Moorhead, expected 2024



C ARLEE M AR KEL 
Assistant Professor of Practice | Nursing, Bismarck
M.S., Nursing Education, University of Phoenix, 2022

FEBINA MATHEW 
Associate Professor | Plant Pathology
Ph.D., Plant Pathology, North Dakota State University, 2014

TRACIE NEWMAN 
Associate Professor | Public Health
M.D., FAPP, Medicine, University of North Dakota 2006; M.P.H., University of 
Minnesota, 2009

MOJAHID SAEED OSMAN 
Assistant Professor | Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering
Ph.D., Industrial Engineering, North Carolina A&T University, 2010

RAKHI PALI  T 
Research Assistant Professor | School of Natural Resource Sciences
Ph.D., Plant Invasion Ecology, University of Canberra, Australia, 2020

EMILY PARRY 
Assistant Professor of Practice | Pharmacy Practice
Pharm.D., Pharmacy, North Dakota State University, 2022

WILLIAM REFLING
Assistant Professor of Practice | Mechanical Engineering
Ph.D., Mechanical Engineering, North Dakota State University, 2023

TIM RYAN 
Assistant Professor | Mathematics
Ph.D., Mathematics, University of Illinois, 2016



PRAKA  SH PARTHIBAN SELVAKUMAR 
Assistant Professor | Mechanical Engineering
Ph.D., Crystalline Materials Science, Nagoya University, Graduate School of Engineering, 
Japan, 2012

SANDRO STEINBACH 
Associate Professor and Director | Agribusiness and Applied Economics and 
Center for Agricultural Policy and Trade Studies
DSc., Economic, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Switzerland, 2018

BRI  T  TANY TAPLIN 
Assistant Professor | Architecture
Masters of Architecture, North Dakota State University, 2014

RICHARD “  WADE” WEBSTER 
Assistant Professor | Plant Pathology
Ph.D., Plant Pathology, University of Wisconsin – Madison, 2022

NICHOL  AS WICKERSHAM 
Assistant Professor | Architecture
Masters of Architecture, University of Virginia, 2012

JOSHUA WOOLDRIDGE 
Assistant Professor of Practice and Clinic Education Coordinator | Health, 
Nutrition and Exercise Sciences
Ph.D., Interdisciplinary Health Sciences, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2023

KIMBERLY ZI  TNICK-ANDERSON 
Research Assistant Professor | Plant Pathology
Ph.D., Plant Pathology, North Dakota State University, 2013

CARLOS ZURI  TA 
Research Assistant Professor | Agribusiness and Applied Economics
Ph.D., Agricultural Economics, Purdue University, 2023



NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of age, color, gender expression/identity, genetic 
information, marital status, national origin, participation in lawful off-campus activity, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, 
public assistance status, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, spousal relationship to current employee, or veteran status, as 
applicable. Direct inquiries to: Vice Provost, Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 201, 701-231-7708, ndsu.eoaa@ndsu.edu.

This document is 
designed to introduce 
NDSU’s new faculty 
to the institution and 
community, and  
has been produced  
by the Office of  
the Provost/Faculty 
Affairs.

http://www.ndsu.edu

