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KELLY J. SASSI

348 9th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 318-2452 kelly.sassi@ndsu.edu
EDUCATION

Ph.D. English and Education, University of Michigan



August 2008

Dissertation: Rhetorics of Friendship, Authority, Space, and Race: A Qualitative Study of the Teaching of Native American Literatures

Teaching Certification, English Language Arts, University of Alaska-Fairbanks
1997

M.A. English Literature, University of Alaska-Fairbanks




1996

B.A. English Literature, University of Alaska-Fairbanks




1989


EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor of English and Education. North Dakota State University
2008-present
• Selected Courses Taught:

Young Adult Literature in a Multicultural World (ENGL 435/635)

Methods of Teaching Literature, Methods of Teaching Writing (ED481,482)
Advanced Writing Workshop (ENGL 458)
History of Writing Instruction (ENGL 759)
Composition Research (ENGL 756)

Topics in Rhetoric (ENGL 758)

Director. Red River Valley Writing Project. 




2010-present



Director of Writing Intensive Institute for Standing Rock Schools 2012



Director of the Summer Institute July 2012, June 2013



Organized continuity activities: writing groups, book group, reunions, retreats



Presented about the Writing Project in schools. 
English Teacher. West Valley High School. Fairbanks, Alaska

1997-2003

• Taught AP English Language, British Literature, American Literature, Creative 

Writing, Composition, Advanced Composition

Student Teacher Exchange. Hokkaido, Japan




1997

• Participated in a semester-long Japanese course culminating in a one-month visit to 

Sapporo and Akaigawa. Met with educators from the University of Sapporo, taught 

lessons at the elementary and middle school level, and toured Japanese schools.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

“Authority in Cross-Racial Teaching and Learning (Re)Considering the Transferability of Warm Demander Approaches.” 2nd author, with Amy Carpenter Ford. Urban Education. Volume 49 Issue 1, January 2014. Early online publication was 5 December 2012. http://uex.sagepub.com/content/early/2012/12/04/0042085912464790
“Reading the White Space in a Multicultural Field Experience.” 1st author, with Denise Lajimodiere, Katherine Bertolini, and Gerald Ketterling. Multicultural Education. Volume 19, Number 4, Summer 2012. http://preview.tinyurl.com/c5fx9pt
“If you weren’t researching me and a friend . . .”: The mobius of friendship and mentorship as methodological approaches to qualitative research." 1st author, with Ebony Thomas. Qualitative Inquiry. 18.10 (December 2012) 830-842. http://qix.sagepub.com/content/early/2012/09/11/1077800412456958.abstract?rss=1
 “Walking the Talk: Privilege and Race in a 9th Grade Classroom During a Native American Unit” 1st author, with Ebony Thomas for English Journal. 97.6 (July 2008) 25-31. http://digitalcommons.wayne.edu/coe_ted/1/
“Feminist-Indigenous Rhetorics of Survivance and Discursive Spaces in S. Alice Callahan’s Wynema: A Child of the Forest.” Book chapter in Feminist Challenges, Feminist Rhetorics: Locations, Scholarship, and Discourse. Cambridge University Press. March 2014.
http://preview.tinyurl.com/cc8yae6
“A Review of the Literature on Pedagogical Approaches to Native American/American Indian Literatures.” Applied Social Sciences: Education Sciences. Georgeta Raţă, Patricia-Luciana Runcan and Hasan Arslan, Eds. Cambridge Scholars Publishing, January 2013. http://preview.tinyurl.com/d5huozk
“Assessing writing in the tribal college: A story of collaboration among college instructors, middle and secondary teachers, and university researchers.” 1st author, with Mary Kateri Laughlin, Renee Froelich, Carla Gerriets, Lorie Hach, Chad Harrison, and Karen Comeau. Tribal College Journal. 24.3 (Winter 2013). http://preview.tinyurl.com/bmb3qf7
Sassi, Kelly. Rev. of Beloved Child: A Dakota Way of Life by Diane Wilson. Tribal College Journal. Nov. 2012:  http://www.tribalcollegejournal.org/archives/25326
GRANTS/CONTRACTS

Professional Development in a High-Need School Grant. National Writing Project. $20,000. May 28, 2014. To work with teachers at Circle of Nations Tribal Boarding School. 

“Reading Literature, Viewing Art: Moby-Dick, Ahab’s Wife, and the paintings of T.L. Solien.” Granted by North Dakota Humanities Council. $6,400. September 2013. 100% effort. 
National Writing Project SEED Grant for Professional Development in a High Needs School. With Ron Fischer, director of the Northern Plains Writing Project at Minot State. $20,000. July 2012. 90% effort.

Transformative inquiry: A relational approach to untangling the complexities of teaching. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. With Michele Tanaka, PI. University of Victoria. $219,114.  May 2011. 5% effort. 
Internal Grants: Instructional Development Grant for the Cultural Immersion Field Experience. 100% effort. 2009.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS


National Council of Teachers of English



1989-present


Modern Language Association




1996-present


National Women’s Studies Association



2006-present


National Association of Multicultural Education


2006-present

National Writing Project





2006-present


Assembly on Literature for Adolescents



2010-present

SELECTED SERVICE
NCTE Policy Advocate






2009-present

ALAN State representative






2010-present

NCATE Program Reviewer






2010-2013

Reviewed proposals for National Association of Multicultural 

Education annual conference 





2012
Native American Advisory Committee




2009-2010


      Tapestry of Diverse Talents Award Committee

2010

      Multicultural Center Hiring Committee

2010

      Work-life Balance Taskforce 

2008-2009
Dakota Initiative







2008-2010

Student Resolutions Committee





2013-present
SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“Translingual Approaches to Teaching Writing Across Languages and Cultures.” With Anne Gere and Enrico Sassi.  Conference of the European Association for the Teaching of Academic Writing. Budapest, Hungary. June 27-29, 2013.

“Race Still Matters”: Studying Race in Classroom Interaction Using Critical Discourse Analysis - “from the Bottom Up.” With Amy Carpenter Ford and Ebony Elizabeth Thomas. American Education Research Association. San Francisco. April 27-May 1, 2013.
“Collaborating to Strengthen the Common Core Standards in Writing: Standing Rock Reservation Secondary and College Instructors Assess Writing Together.” with Renee Froelich, Carla Gerriets, Chad Harrison, Lorie Hach. NCTE. Las Vegas, Nevada. November 18-20, 2012.
“A Review of the Literature in Education on Pedagogical Approaches to Native American/American Indian Literatures.” International Conference of Applied Social Sciences (ISSA). Timisoara, Romania. June 18-19, 2012.
“Sustaining Culturally Responsive Discourse and Cross-Cultural Collaborations in Teacher Education.” National Association of Multicultural Education (NAME). Chicago. 2011.
“Indigenous Languages in the English Department? How the Dakota Initiative Functions as a Boundary Object in English Studies.” With Dale Sullivan, Clifford Canku, and Kim Sjurseth. Conference on College Composition and Communication. Atlanta. March 2011.
“Re-committing to Transformative Cultural Immersion Field Experiences for Future Teachers.” With Kim Overton, Katherine Bertolini, and Denise Lajimodiere. National Association of Multicultural Education Annual Conference. Denver,  2009.
“Fear of Making Waves in Cross-cultural Collaborative Groups.” Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC). San Francisco, March 2009.
“Prompting Teacher Education Change: Transformation through Listening Deeply to Indigenous Ways of Knowing.” American Educational Research Association (AERA). New York, 2008.
“Reframing Native American Literatures: Transcending Canon and Convention in the 

Literature Classroom.” National Association of Multicultural Education. 2007.
“‘I Would Be at the Back’: Positioning and Authority in a Secondary Classroom during a 

Native American Literature Unit.” National Women’s Studies Association Conference 

(NWSA). Oakland, 2006.

SELECTED CONSULTING WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS
2011
Standing Rock School District In-service presentation. August 19.
2009

 “Walking the Talk: An Interactive Seminar on the Privilege Walk.” Noyce 
Scholars Program. NDSU. October 2.
2007
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand, Highland Park Career Center. Detroit, Michigan, February 15.

2006
Consultant/Presenter on Writing on Demand: Best Practices and Strategies for Success, CITE conference, Normal, Illinois, March 20.

2006
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand for Community High School, District 117, Chicago, February 10. 

2005
Co-presenter with Anne Gere National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Regional Workshops. North Harris College. Houston, Texas, October 7-8.

SELECTED AWARDS

NDSU Faculty Award Multicultural Center




2011

NDSU President’s Impact Award, as part of the Dakota Initiative Spring 
2010
Faculty Member of the Year, Multicultural Student Services, NDSU 

2009

David and Linda Moscow Prize Excellence in Teaching Composition 

2008

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT


Pedagogical Luncheon on Stereotype Threat 


2013

ELL workshop (1 day)


2012

Differentiation Instruction Workshop (1 day)


2010

Young Adult Literature Workshop (1 day)


2010

Completed Anti-Racism Training. MSUM (1 week) 

 
2010

Completed Anti-Racism Training. NDSU (1/2 day)

  2009, 2010

Completed SafeZone training. NDSU  
          July 14, 2009

LANGUAGES

• Studied Spanish, Italian, French, Japanese and Dakota.
