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Knier becomes NDSU’s first study abroad 
student at partner university in Milan, Italy

Alexandra Knier felt like she was revisiting all the 
developmental milestones of childhood. She had to learn to 
speak again, how to make friends, even how to walk.

Indeed, studying abroad required exponentially broader 
adjustments than the 22-year-old had anticipated.

In August 2006 Knier became the first NDSU student to study 
in Milan, Italy, as part of the new partnership formed with 
Sacro Cuore University in 2005.

Fueled only with excitement, the Fargo native didn’t experience 
the normal pre-trip jitters as she embarked on her year-long 
journey and first-ever trip overseas. But when she arrived in 
Milan, the largest city in Northern Italy with a population of 
more than 1.3 million, the culture shock wave almost knocked 
her over. 

“I had nine months’ worth of luggage strapped to my back 
and a Post-it note with an address chicken-scratched on it.  I 
was exhausted from 15 hours of airplane travel and the only 
thing on my mind was that I needed to get to the international 
relations office before they closed for the day at noon. There 
were no street signs. I didn’t even know how to ask for help,” 
Knier said. 

After navigating her way to Sacro Cuore University, obstacle 
number two was finding a place to live. Under the advisement 
of the university, she waited until her arrival to arrange living 
accommodations. However, Knier strongly suggests that future 
study abroad students don’t do the same. 

For the first week she went from hostel to hostel, while the 
campus coordinators tried to find a place for her to live. “I 
definitely think you should arrange where to live before going 
over. I ended up spending more money and having more anxiety 
than was necessary,” Knier said. After living in a convent for 
a month, she was finally placed in a dormitory on campus – a 
melting pot of students from all over the world.

Finally with the logistical hiccups behind her, Knier was free to 
focus on other things like her peers, the language and culture. 
But even those came with hidden challenges.

“I had to learn how to make friends all over again. It felt like 
going through a teenage period, wrapped up in a few months. 
I had forgotten what it is like to make friends,” she said. “I also 
had to learn how to talk, it almost felt like being a baby. Even 
knowing how to walk in the city is different. I learned to be 
assertive and watch my back. It’s not like in Fargo, where if you 
leave your purse on the bench at Dairy Queen, someone returns 
it to you.”

Learning the language was the most time intensive. For the first 
three weeks, she spent eight hours a day attending a language 
course. But mostly she learned the language simply by being 
around it. “I can understand it and read elementary books,” 
Knier said. By her second semester she was able to take an entire 
art history course taught in Italian. 

It took around three to four months for Knier to really hit 
her stride. She started to make friends. In fact, she already is 
planning a trip to Japan to visit two of them.

For Knier, the experience was more about self-discovery and 
pushing personal boundaries than anything else. “Whatever I 
did or didn’t do, I was still satisfied because just being over there 
is noble. Even when I couldn’t see progress, I was content just 
knowing that each day was one more tick in the tally of time 
away from home. There’s something in that,” she said. 

The only thing Knier would do differently, as funny as it 
sounds, is worry a little more ahead of time. “I didn’t build up 
enough anticipatory anxiety. It helps to think about what could 
go wrong so when it does, you’ve already overcome part of the 
anxiety. I didn’t do that at all so everything was that much more 
extreme and intense,” she said.

Knier returned to Fargo in June. She plans to transfer to 
Minnesota State University Moorhead in the fall and will 
graduate in December 2008 with a degree in art education.

For more on Sacro Cuore University and other exchange 
programs offered by NDSU: www.ndsu.edu/International/
studyabroad/exchange_programs.shtml.

Alexandra Knier, right, spent a year at Sacro Cuore Univeristy, NDSU’s partner 
university in Milan, Italy.
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Globe-trotters represent 
NDSU around the world 

NDSU faculty research Canadian 
cattle for feasibility study

Five NDSU educators traveled to Alberta 
and Saskatchewan, Canada, in November 
to tour cattle operations. 

Team members included Scott Pryor, 
assistant professor of agriculture and 
biosystems engineering; Wally Eide, 
former executive director of the North 
Dakota Agricultural Innovation Center; 
Greg Lardy, professor of animal and 
range sciences; Ron Wiederholt, NDSU 
Extension specialist; and Eric DeVuyst, 
associate professor of agribusiness and 
applied economics. 

The information they gathered will be 
applied to a feasibility study for a North 
Dakota group interested in integrating an 
ethanol facility with a feedlot and using 
the cattle manure to generate methane as 
a source of biofuel. 

Danbom, Strom present at 
historical conference in England

David Danbom, professor of history, 
delivered the opening keynote address at 
the International Conference of the Inter 
War Rural History Research Group, held 
in London. He focused on the major 
forces shaping American agriculture and 
rural life between the world wars.

Claire Strom, associate professor of 
history, spoke at the closing plenary and 
discussed the broad international issues 
raised by the conference and future 
directions of research.

English Department proposes new 
program with Korean university

The English Department is working with 
Catholic University in Daegu, Korea, to 
propose a 1+1 master’s program in English. 
If approved, Korean students would be 
able to study one year in Korea and one 

year at NDSU for a master’s degree at 
both institutions. The proposal has been 
forwarded to the Graduate Council.

Guest artist visits NDSU

The Division of Fine 
Arts welcomed resident 
guest artist of theatre 
Kottakkal Sasidarahan 
Nair for the fall 
semester. The actor 
and dancer from India 
prepared students to 
participate in the fifth-

century Sanskrit play, “The Recognition 
of the Sakuntala.”

NCI continues to conduct 
educational and technical programs

The NDSU Northern Crops Institute 
staff taught 169 short-course 
participants, hosted 18 international 
trade teams and consulted with several 
international companies in 2006. Guests 
came from 33 countries. 

Briefly …

Dale Sullivan, 
professor and head 
of English, taught at 
Maastricht Center 
for Trans-Atlantic 
Studies in April 
2006 and reviewed 
the professional 
writing program at 

York University, Toronto, Canada. He 
is serving on a search committee to fill 
a position in the rhetoric of science for 
Aarhus University, Denmark.

Yan Qiu of China was the visiting 
international scholar in English.

Linda Helstern, 
assistant professor 
of English, has been 
accepted to teach a 
class at Maastricht 
Center for Trans-
Atlantic Studies next 
March.

R.S. Krishnan, professor of English, 
was an invited external examiner for a 
doctoral dissertation at the University  
of Madras in India.

Amy Rupiper Taggart, assistant 
professor of English, will present her 
paper, “Teaching Problem Solving 
Through Community-Based Writing,” at 
the China-U.S. Conference on Literacy in 
Beijing in July.

Ross F. Collins, 
associate professor 
of communication, 
presented a paper 
at an international 
conference in the 
summer of 2006 in 
Brighton, England.

Ineke Justitz, associate professor of 
history, performed research in Naumburg 
and Chemnitz, Germany, in the summer 
of 2006.

Jeffrey Clark, 
professor of sociology 
and anthropology, 
attended joint 
international 
conferences on 
cultural heritage 
and information 
technology in Nicosia, 

Cyprus, in November. While there, he 
went to archaeological sites to collect 
information for teaching.

He also went to England to collect 
archaeological information in November. 
In April he presented a paper, chaired 
a symposium and participated in 
the organization’s governance of the 
Computer Applications and Quantitative 
Methods in Archaeology conference in 
Berlin, Germany. While there, he visited 
archaeological sites.
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Heather Gill-
Robinson, 
assistant professor of 
anthropology, attended 
several international 
conferences in the last 
year. She co-chaired a 
session and presented 
a paper at the Sixth 

World Congress on Mummy Studies 
in Tegusise, Lanzarote, Canary Islands. 
Gill-Robinson attended a symposium on 
the Value of Archaeological Remains in 
London. She also attended the Computer 
Applications and Quantitative Methods in 
Archaeology conference in Berlin. 

She studied bogs at the Archaeologisches 
Landesmuseum Schloss Gottorf in 
Schleswig, Germany, this summer.

Dante Battocchi, research associate 
in coatings and polymeric materials, in 
conjunction with Gordon Bierwagen, 
professor of coatings and polymeric 
materials, presented a paper titled  
“Mg-rich Primer for Totally Chromate 
Free Protection Systems on Aluminum 
Alloys” at the Nurnberg Coatings Congress 
in Nuremberg, Germany, in May.

Carol Rusaw, 
associate professor of 
education, taught a 
course in transnational 
leadership at the 
Maastricht Center for 
Transatlantic Studies 
at Teikyo University, 
Holland, in February.

Bert Moore, professor of animal and 
range sciences, represented NDSU, the 
American Shorthorn Association and the 
Katahdin Hair Sheep International at 
the Canadian Western Agribition held 
in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, last 
November.

Charles Okigbo, 
professor of 
communication, 
delivered a lecture 
on “American Guide 
to Funding Support 
for Nigerian Higher 
Education” to the 
faculty, staff and 

students of Ahmandu Bellow University 
in Zaria, Nigeria, in March. This summer, 
Okigbo will make further presentations 
on the theme of funding sources for 
higher education in four other Nigerian 
universities.

Lawrence 
Reynolds, professor 
of animal and range 
sciences, spent five 
weeks in Italy to 
conduct collaborative 
research with a team 
of embryologists 
from the University 

of Teramo. They are researching why 
pregnancies fail at a relatively high rate 
in embryos created in vitro when using 
assisted reproductive technologies. The 
collaboration also involved Anna Grazul-
Bilska, associate professor of animal and 
range sciences. 

Judy Pearson, 
professor of 
communication, 
traveled to Nigeria in 
November 2006 for 
the African Women’s 
Health Initiative. 
She went to Australia 
for the World 

Communication Association Meeting  
in July. 

Asian alumni invited to help recruit 

NDSU has been participating in recruitment trips to Asia for 
the past few years and will again take part in the American 
Educational Opportunities Tour of Asia. Lisa Hauck, associate 
director in the Office of International Programs, will represent 
NDSU on the fall 2007 tour at the following fair sites: 
Singapore, Sept. 22-24; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Sept. 24-27; 
Bangkok, Thailand, Sept. 27-30.

  

Prospective students and their parents are always interested in 
meeting people who have first-hand knowledge of NDSU and 
the Fargo-Moorhead community. Therefore, any NDSU alumni 
who live in or near the fair site locations are welcome to join 
Hauck at the recruitment fairs. There also will be opportunities 
to participate in area high school visits.  

Those interested in participating should e-mail Lisa Hauck at 
Lisa.Hauck@ndsu.edu.
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