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National Survey of Student Engagement

Shown below is a demonstration of how “Means” are calculated. The “Means” term refers
to the weighted mean of responses, not the actual mean of the construct being measured.
For example, for a slide that presents response data for fours spent studying, the mean
term does not describe the average number of hours spent studying, but rather the
weighted average of responses to that survey item. In the illustration below, Mean = 2.95.
This indicates that the “average response” to this survey question was 2.95 (as opposed to
suggesting that respondents studied 2.95 hours per week on average).
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Hours Spent Studying (per week)

* This is a hypothetical illustration, and does not represent real data.
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College: Ag Food Systems and Natural Resources U

Level of Academic Challenge

During the current school year, how much has your coursework emphasized
synthesizing and organizing ideas, information, or experiences into
new, more complex interpretations and relationships?
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NSSE 2009 - Seniors

Level of Academic Challenge

College: Ag Food Systems and Natural Resources U

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

N
D
S

During the current school year, how much has your coursework emphasized
synthesizing and organizing ideas, information, or experiences into
new, more complex interpretations and relationships?
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About how many hours do you spend in a typical 7-day week preparing for class
(studying, reading, writing, doing homework or lab work, analyzing data, rehearsing,
and other academic activities)?
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Level of Academic Challenge
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