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Conversations aCross the Land

The Center for Technology Enterprise in the NDSU Research and 

Technology Park opened in the spring, and serves technology industries 

that complement research activities at NDSU. Entrepreneurs can receive 

start-up support, coaching and mentoring, links to NDSU resources,  

and assistance with technology commercialization, licensing and  

joint venture opportunities. Bobcat company is an anchor tenant in  

the 50,000 sq. ft. building. Other businesses in the center include 

Appareo Systems, Feed Management Systems, Pedigree Technologies,  

and Precision Partners, Inc. Additional tenant space and services  

are available.
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It has been another busy summer at NDSU for construction and renovation work.
According to Bruce Frantz, director of facilities, the $22 million Memorial Union addition and renova-

tion project continues, and most of the remaining work will be complete before the beginning of fall semester, 
although there will be some remaining work to be accomplished later in the fall.

Construction on the $10 million Living Learning Center West project, located on the east side of 18th Street, 
is scheduled for completion in July 2008.

The design work on the Lincoln Mutual Building project continues. The renovation will accommodate the 
relocation of the Department of Architecture and Landscape Architecture to the downtown building.  

Meantime, the Pioneer Mutual Building renovation project began in June for the College of Business and the 
Department of Agribusiness and Applied Economics. The scheduled completion date is January or July 2009.

The $12 million Wellness Center project was scheduled for summer completion, and renovation of the  
existing locker rooms to accommodate an expanded daycare facility is expected to be completed by the end  
of August.

Roofs were replaced on the Auxiliary Building, Architecture, Bison Sports Arena, Dolve, Dunbar, Stevens 
and Waldron. 

Other projects include new seating for academic classrooms across campus; new stage lighting and panels 
in Askanase Hall; replacement of windows in Bentson/Bunker Fieldhouse; renovation of Dakota Plaza; renova-
tion of EML 161 to accommodate an expanded daycare facility; new exterior signage for Music Education and 
Research II; construction at the T2, HR-east and the Visitor/Pay parking lots; an expansion of the campus  
hanging flower baskets and work on the football practice field.

“The campus is continuing its growth and expansion, and our journey to the next level progresses. The  
difference this upcoming biennium from the past is the additional funding from the state that will help reduce 
our backlog of deferred maintenance,” Frantz said.

In addition, Frantz said the design process for the research greenhouse complex will begin shortly. Although 
a final location has not been determined, it will be west of 18th Street and south of the Safety Office. A ground 
breaking is anticipated for spring 2008.

Frantz also said the $5 million first phase of the Minard Hall renovation project was approved by the 
Legislature. It was funded with a 10 percent local match, meaning the Legislature appropriated $4.5 million, 
with an additional $500,000 to be raised locally. Frantz said bids for the project are possible in the spring  
of 2008.

Campus construction boom continues

“Since the university’s 
founding in 1890, there 

has been a special 
relationship between 
NDSU and the people  

of North Dakota.  
This tour continues  

this great tradition.”
— NDSU President Joseph A. Chapman

Wellness Center

Memorial Union, east side

Memorial Union, west side

President Joseph A. Chapman and a number of NDSU representatives traveled the state of 
North Dakota visiting research extension centers, celebrating field days and engaging in conver-
sation with citizens of each community. The highly successful “Conversations Across the Land” 
tour finished on Thursday, July 19. 

“Since the university’s founding in 1890, there has been a special relationship between NDSU 
and the people of North Dakota,” Chapman said. “This tour continues this great tradition.”

Participants celebrated the NDSU Central Grasslands Research Extension Center Field Day  
with plot tours, a ribbon-cutting ceremony and the dedication of the Research Extension Center 
office addition. 

The Streeter center is the largest research Extension center in North Dakota. It is 5,300 acres 
of contiguous land and also has the greatest amount of native mixed grass prairie. The center has 
been conducting long-term ecological research for 19 years. 

While in Hettinger, participants went on alternative crop and small grains tours followed by 
a community celebration dinner. The Hettinger Research Extension Center provides agricultural 
producers and land managers with important research in sheep management and nutrition, land 
management, cattle management and nutrition and agricultural economics.

While at the Dickinson Research Extension Center, participants went on a beef, range and 
nutrient management tour and an agronomic variety trial tour. The group also enjoyed a barbe-
cue sponsored by the Dickinson Chamber of Commerce. The DREC provides research for wheat, 
corn and other small grains in an effort to create crop systems that integrate agronomic efforts 
with range and animal production.

At the Williston Research Extension Center, tourists helped celebrate the centennial of the 
center. Participants went on tours and joined the community in a celebration lunch sponsored 
by area businesses and the Williston Chamber Agricultural Committee. The Williston Research 
Extension Center works with the eastern Montana and western North Dakota region maintaining 
a major production area for high-quality hard red spring wheat, durum and malt barley. The two 
groups also are responsible for the development of high-quality mono-unsaturated safflower oil.

At the Carrington Research Extension Center the group participated in tours and a community 
celebration lunch. The Carrington center conducts research that addresses the agricultural diver-
sity of North Dakota. They focus their research on 25 different crops, beef cattle nutrition, feedlot 
management, dryland and irrigation crop production, foundation seed stocks and horticulture.

In Minot, at the North Central Research Extension Center, NDSU representatives took part in 
tours, a community celebration lunch and the dedication of the Agronomy Research Laboratory 
and Greenhouse. The North Central center specializes in crop research, Extension education 
activities and foundation seed production. Researchers conduct genetic, weed control and dis-
ease management research on approximately 26 crops. The center also will be home to the state’s 
first “Wind to Hydrogen” fuel project.

The group also attended a celebration dinner at the Devils Lake Town and Country Club. 
Randy Mehlhoff, director of the Langdon Research Extension Center, and Carol Goodman,  
executive director of the Cavalier County Job Development Authority, gave a presentation about 
the Lake Region Partnership Strategic Plan for Value-Added Agriculture.

The last stop on the tour was the Langdon Research Extension Center. The Langdon center is 
the first Experiment station to begin production research on canola in the United States and has 
housed the only F1 potato breeder nursery for NDSU for more than 80 years.

“The campus is continuing  
its growth and expansion,  
and our journey to the next 
level progresses.”

— Bruce Frantz, director of facilities
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Honorary doctorates were presented to Frank 
Jennings and James A. Meier during spring com-
mencement ceremonies.

Born in Langdon, N.D., Jennings’ distinguished 
business career includes helping to place Eddie 
Bauer Inc. in the forefront of international retail-
ing. Following graduation from NDSU in 1961, his 
first employment was with Fisher Mills Inc., Seattle, 
which was then the largest single location food pro-
cessing plant in the country. During 15 years with the 
company, Jennings advanced to senior vice president 
and general manager. 

After serving as manager of engineering opera-
tions for the manufacturer of Kenworth and Peterbilt 
trucks, Jennings joined Eddie Bauer Inc. in 1978. 
Jennings served as director and vice president of 
manufacturing and operations for Eddie Bauer, an 
international retailing and marketing enterprise with 
more than 400 stores.

Jennings also served 13 years on the Board of 
Regents at Pacific Lutheran University, including a 
five-year term as board chair and president. In addi-
tion, he served on a variety of boards for non-profit 
organizations in Seattle.

Jennings has been a member of the NDSU 
Development Foundation board of trustees for 10 
years, and has served in a number of leadership roles.

Meier enjoyed a highly successful career as a 
respected leader in the coatings industry. Raised in 
New Salem, N.D., a community his grandparents 
helped establish, Meier earned a bachelor’s degree 
in mathematics and education administration from 
NDSU in 1959. 

After military service, he returned to North Dakota 
and taught chemistry, physics and algebra for three 
years as a high school teacher. Meier returned to NDSU 
to earn a doctorate in physical chemistry in 1971.

His career in coatings began with Inmont Corp., 
an automotive paint supplier in Detroit. He moved 
to Ohio, where he became the supervisor of the resin 
development group and then manager of all Auto 
OEM development.

Meier then joined Pittsburgh Paint and Glass 
(PPG), where he spent the remainder of his career. 

In 1985, he was named director of marketing for 
automotive adhesives and sealants, a position with 
international responsibilities. In 1988, he took the 
position of president for PPG France, the largest paint 
company in that country, shipping an average of 300 
tons of paint daily and with annual sales of $250 mil-
lion. Meier later moved to Cleveland, where he was 
PPG’s technical director for automotive products. He 
retired in 1997.

Meier joined the NDSU Development Foundation 
Board of Trustees in 1997, currently serving as foun-
dation president. In 1998, he provided the largest 
single gift ever received by the College of Science 
and Mathematics, an endowment to support fac-
ulty through the establishment of the “James Meier 
Professorships.” In 2004, he was inducted into the 
1862 Society, the highest level of giving that the 
Development Foundation recognizes. 

“Jim has been an incredible supporter of the 
College of Science and Mathematics and of the uni-
versity as a whole,” wrote Kevin McCaul, dean of  
science and mathematics, in a letter of nomination. 
“Jim is a native North Dakotan who deeply appreci-
ates the education he received from NDSU. He is a 
proud alumnus and an eloquent supporter of NDSU 
whose outstanding career reflects well on the institu-
tion and the state.”

Honorary doctorates presented
 

A total of 94.6 percent of recent NDSU graduates 
who responded are employed or furthering their edu-
cation, according to the new “Annual Employment 
Report-2006” prepared by the NDSU Career Center. 

The report is based on 1,206 responses from  
1,642 graduates who earned bachelor’s degrees for 
the terms ending in December 2005, May 2006 and 
August 2006.

According to the report, 864 respondents, or  
71.6 percent, said they are employed. Of that  
number, 782 respondents, or 90.5 percent, reported 
being employed in a position related to their major 
or minor, and 35 said they are working in part-time 
positions. The survey found that 5.4 percent of the 
respondents are active in a job search.

Of the 463 respondents who listed North Dakota 
as their home state, 327 reported accepting jobs in the 
state. That is a 70.6 percent retention rate.

“The Annual Employment Report is a much-
anticipated indicator of how our NDSU graduates 
succeed in securing employment or continuing their 
education. The national labor market was strong and 
positively influenced the hiring of new college gradu-
ates,” said Jill Wilkey, Career Center director. 

“Employers recruiting NDSU graduates made 
comments such as, ‘Looking forward to coming back 
next year,’ and ‘It’s always great to be on the NDSU 
campus,’ ” Wilkey said, noting that survey found the 
average annual “related” reported salary was $38,000 
and the highest reported salary was $78,000. “To 

me, that’s an indication of the preparedness level of 
NDSU graduates to successfully enter the workforce.“

Located in Ceres Hall, the NDSU Career Center 
is a comprehensive employment information and 
resource center that connects students and alumni 
with employers. During the reporting period, 135 
employers visited the NDSU campus to interview  
students for full-time and internship positions, for  
a total of 1,460 interviews.

The center helps coordinate such events as the 
Part-Time Jobs Fair, Engineering and Technology 
Expo, Tri-College Graduate School Day, Tri-College 
Career and Internship Fair, North Dakota Education 
Connection, Summer Jobs Fair, Spring Career Fair 
and Meet the Firms.

Most recent NDSU graduates find employment

‘Niskanen Apartments’ dedicated
The F Court complex was renamed the Niskanen Apartments in honor of former NDSU housing director 

Maynard C. Niskanen, who retired in 1994. Niskanen was named assistant director of housing in 1966 and 
director of housing in 1984. 

A former baseball coach in Monango, N.D., and a member of the North Dakota Baseball Hall of Fame, 
Niskanen brought a “team philosophy” to his work. He was dedicated to providing affordable housing for  
students, while maintaining a high quality of life.

“I appreciated working with students, and I always felt that students were paramount in what we did,” 
Niskanen said. “Putting the focus on me makes me a little uneasy because there were so many team members 
involved. So, as we unveil (the complex’s new sign), I want all the people I had the pleasure of working with  
to feel that I am sharing with you from my heart. Thank you for all that you’ve done for me.”

The three buildings of Niskanen Apartments complex are located at 1745 N. University Drive. The  
three-story center building has 30 furnished apartment-style two-bedroom units and is fully accessible with  
accommodations for physically disabled students. The north and south buildings are two stories tall, with  
16 furnished apartment-style units.

Parents saw a video during NDSU orientation ses-
sions this summer that urged them to realize their 
words and advice have a clear, proactive impact on 
limiting high-risk drinking among college students.  

The eight-minute video, called “Message in a 
Bottle: talking to your student about alcohol,” is a 
team effort of the NDSU Office of Orientation and 
Student Success and the Safe Communities Coalition 
of the Red River Valley. 

During the video presentation, parents, students, 

law enforcement officials and a local expert discuss 
why frank communication is important. They talk 
about what works and what doesn’t, and the video 
emphasizes that every situation is different, with no 
set way to discuss the issue.

“There was no script. The video includes people 
openly and honestly telling their stories,” explained 
Jane Vangsness, alcohol and other drug preven-
tion coordinator in the NDSU Office of Orientation 
and Student Success. “Research shows that parent 
communication even as late as the summer before 
students come to college will lower their high risk 
drinking rates.”

“We have known for a long time that it takes many 
interventions to affect the alcohol related behavior of 
college students. This parent video, combined with 
the educational and policy interventions already 
in place at NDSU, will be another powerful tool in 

encouraging the legal and low-risk use of alcohol by 
college students,” said Laura Oster-Aaland, director 
of the Office of Orientation and Student Success.  

The video project was funded through an 
$8,000 grant from the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation’s Office of Traffic Safety, and NDSU 
supplied matching funds for a student video produc-
tion coordinator. The video was produced by Video 
Arts Studios, Fargo.

“If parents have already had a conversation  
with their son or daughter about alcohol and drug 
use, I hope they have that conversation again. If they 
haven’t, they need to know that there is no right  
or wrong way to do it. I’d like the video to serve as  
a catalyst,” Vangsness said. “Just talking makes a  
difference, and it is the right thing to do.”

The video will soon be available online at  
www.ndsu.edu/alcoholinfo.

Video aims to curb college-age risk drinking
“There was no script. The video 
includes people openly and 
honestly telling their stories.”

 — Jane Vangsness, alcohol and other drug 
prevention coordinator in the NDSU Office  

of Orientation and Student Success

 Jennings Meier 

NDSU music major takes crown at Miss N.D. pageant
It’s easy to forget Ashley 

Young is 19 years old.
The newly crowned Miss 

North Dakota is so poised 
and centered she seems like 
someone much older.

But then a little youthful 
idealism creeps into her 
voice, and you realize how 

young she really is. Just last year Young was a fresh-
man music major at NDSU. 

She just happens to know exactly what she wants 
out of life.

First, Young says, she’ll fulfill her duties as Miss 
North Dakota, which means preparing for the Miss 
America pageant and bringing her anti-bullying  
message to schools around the state. Then she’ll 
return to NDSU and complete her degree in music 
performance. After earning an advanced degree in 
musicology, she’d like to teach voice and music  
history at a smaller university. Ultimately, she wants 
to be a stay-at-home mom.

“I’ve always wanted to be a mom,” Young says. 
“I’ve been planning that since I was about 5.”

One event that wasn’t in Young’s plans was to 
become a pageant queen. Young’s family, who live in 
rural Grand Forks, didn’t have cable, so they didn’t 
watch the annual Miss America Scholarship Pageant.

But when Young showed a talent for singing, 
her parents enrolled her in a workshop with Maria 
Williams Kennedy, a Metropolitan Opera national 

finalist who teaches voice in Grand Forks.
Impressed by her student’s drive and talent, 

Williams Kennedy encouraged Young to participate 
in scholarship pageants. The opera singer recognized 
that pageants were a great way to gain experience  
and earn money to pursue higher education or  
professional careers.

The first pageant she entered didn’t have a talent 
portion, which Young soon regretted. “I felt like I was 
taking away from my voice,” she says.

After that, she only entered competitions that 
required talent. She was Miss North Dakota Potato 
Queen, Miss North Dakota Outstanding Teen first 
runner-up and Miss North Dakota first runner-up.

As Williams Kennedy predicted, the pageants 
were lucrative. When Young was named Miss North 
Dakota first runner-up last year, she earned $2,100 
toward her college education. This year’s Miss North 
Dakota purse will fund an entire year of tuition and — 
when factoring in money she’ll make for personal 
appearances — could pay for another year of college 
as well.

“It really opens your eyes to a new level of  
financial stability that you can create for yourself,” 
Young says.

Pageants also allowed Young to gain valuable 
stage experience. At this year’s Miss North Dakota 
pageant, she wowed judges by singing a selection 
from the opera, “Die Fledermaus,” in which a cham-
bermaid is caught dressing up in the lady of the 
manor’s clothing.

Young says she owes her polished vocals to  
associate professor Virginia Sublett, her voice coach 
at NDSU. “Through and through, there are so many 
good, kind people that I’ve met at NDSU,” she says. 
“The music faculty has just been wonderful. I’ve had 
the greatest advisers and teachers and professors. 
They really care deeply about you.”

She also credits NDSU for helping her develop 
a stronger sense of self. In other interviews, Young 
has been vocal about her own low self-esteem — the 
result of emotional bullying when she was in middle 
and high school.

“It took me until my freshman year in college to 
realize I’m not what bullies made me feel like I am,” 
she says. “I attribute that to NDSU and to Fargo-
Moorhead. Fargo has great opportunities to explore 
and see where you want to be in life.”

The experience helped Young form a platform, 
“Stop Bullying in Schools: Saving the Spirit of 
a Child,” for this year’s pageant. Last year, she’d 
already spoken to 2,000 students about the innate 
preciousness of each individual, and how we “leave 
fingerprints” on everyone we meet.

“I had one student who came up to me after a  
presentation with tears in her eyes and said, ‘I just 
wanted to let you know that really changed me.’ 
Whether she recognized she was bullying or that  
she herself had been bullied, it helped me see how  
I can really make a difference.”

A new video for the “Eat Smart. Play Hard.” campaign the NDSU Extension Service and Bison  
Athletics teamed up to launch in 2005 premiered July 24 during the Children’s Summer Film Series at the  
Fargo Theatre.

Thundar attended both viewings and handed out “Eat Smart. Play Hard.” educational materials. The  
statewide public service initiative emphasizes the importance of making healthy food choices, getting regular 
physical exercise and families eating together.

A DVD of the “Eat Smart. Play Hard.” film will be used in classrooms and 4-H programs across North Dakota 
in conjunction with Extension Service educational programming at the county level.

Thundar graces video premiere
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Pam Froemke, AS ’84, veterinary technology, was 
one of 25 artists chosen to paint a fiberglass buffalo 
for the town of West Yellowstone, Mont. 

Her nearly 4-foot high by 8-foot long buffalo, 
on display in the tourist town on the edge of 
Yellowstone National Park, depicts the reintroduc-
tion of wolves to the park in 1995.  

Froemke has painted as long as she can remem-
ber, and majored in art for a short time at NDSU. She 
was a nature lover even before moving to a farm just 
outside of Fargo as a child. She remembers circulat-
ing a petition against leg-hold traps in the fourth 
grade. “When we were kids we always had some 
sort of menagerie of pets,” she said. “We dabbled in 
sheep, cattle, horses, chickens, cats and pheasants. We had a little bit of everything out there.”

Froemke now lives in Fort Collins, Colo. She still keeps close to nature through her painting and her job as a 
data analyst for the research branch of the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service. 

She followed the news about the reintroduction of free-roaming wolves to the park after almost 70 years and 
chose to model her painting after specific standouts in the first group of wolves and their descendants. Froemke 
typically creates smaller paintings. Although she has painted the side of a motor home and some murals on 
walls, Froemke said this project has shifted her interest toward doing more large-scale work. 

Froemke chosen to paint buffalo sculpture in West Yellowstone’40S
Robert E. Roy, BS ’49, was inducted into the St. Croix 
Valley Athletic Hall of Fame, Stillwater, Minn. Roy is a 
retired coach and teacher. He and his wife, Beverly, live in 
Sun City Center, Fla. 

’50S
Dick Kloubec, BS ’52, was appointed to the North Dakota 
Historical Society Board by Gov. John Hoeven. Kloubec is a 
retired businessman and former speaker and majority leader 
of the North Dakota House of Representatives. He also is on 
the NDSU Development Foundation executive committee.

’60S
Douglas A. Bakken, BS ’61, executive vice president and 
chief operating officer of Ball Brothers Foundation (BBF), 
has retired after 24 years of service. Before joining BBF, 
he was an administrator and archivist at the Henry Ford 
Museum in Dearborn, Mich. He was project coordinator for 
the construction of Minnetrista Cultural Center and worked 
with the late Edmund F. Ball in supporting the launch of the 
Community Foundation of Muncie and Delaware County. 
Bakken’s support of private higher education prompted his 
involvement in Independent Colleges of Indiana (ICI) and 
led to BBF’s partnership with Lilly Endowment Inc. He 
helped create training programs for campus administrators. 
Bakken and his wife, Jacquelyn (Nielsen), BS ’61, live  
in Muncie, Ind., and have two grown daughters.

F.C. “Chuck” Humphrey, BS ’64, MS ’69, 
has retired as professor of human resource 
development at Idaho State University, 
Pocatello, a position he has held since 
1992. At ISU, he received the Award of 
Excellence from the Mountain Plains Adult 
Education Association. Previously, he was 
a county extension agent in Ramsey and 

Cass counties for the NDSU Cooperative Extension Service, 
and an extension rural sociologist and assistant director 
for ag communication at NDSU. Humphrey is a member of 
the American Society for Training and Development, Idaho 
Lifelong Learning Association, Mountain Plains and Adult 
Education Association and Kiwanis Club of Pocatello. He 
holds dual memberships in the Sunrise Masonic Lodge 
in Fargo and the Portneuf Masonic Lodge in Pocatello. 
Humphrey and his wife, Jane, live in Pocatello, and have 
four adult sons.

Cathleen M. Christopherson, BS ’66, retired from MDU 
Resources Group Inc. She was vice president of corporate 
communications. She lives in Bismarck, N.D.

Key: AS-Associate Degree, BA-Bachelor of Art, BAcc-Bachelor of Accountancy, BArch-Bachelor of Architecture, BLA-Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, BS-Bachelor of Science, BSN-Bachelor of Science in Nursing, BUS-Bachelor of University Studies,  
EdSpec-Education Specialist, FS-Former Student, HD-Honorary Doctorate, MA-Master of Arts, MBA-Master of Business Administration, MEd-Master of Education, MS-Master of Science, PharmD-Doctor of Pharmacy, PhD-Doctor of Philosophy

Mary E. Helms, BS ’77, received the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center’s Spirit of Community Service 
award for demonstrated excellence in community service. 
Helms is associate professor and associate director at the 
McGoogan Library of Medicine at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center, Omaha.

Herb Hofer, BS ’77, has been named head basketball coach 
for the Rochester Fire professional basketball team. He lives 
in Stewartsville, Minn.

Hillol Ray, MS ’77, was featured in an 
article published in the April edition of 
China Campus, a magazine from Beijing. 
He was invited to participate in the Federal 
Asian Pacific Council’s 22nd annual 
National Leadership Training Conference 
in Arlington, Va. He was recognized as a 
represented author and gave a presentation 

at the International Book Fair Press Conference in Dallas. He 
also was invited to present a poem at the 2007 International 
Peace Conference. Some of his poetry was chosen to appear 
in a forthcoming textbook for Italian high schools. Ray’s 
biography will be published in the 10th anniversary edition 
of “Marquis Who’s Who in Science and Engineering.”

Michelle (Jones) Dahlstrom, BA ’78, is a career 
counselor at the University of Central Missouri. She began  
her new duties July 1. Dahlstrom lives in Warrensburg, Mo.

Darryle Schoepp, BS ’78, was named senior vice presi-
dent and franchise head, Neuroscience, Merck Research 
Laboratories, Upper Gwynedd, Pa. He previously spent 
20 years in neuroscience discovery research at Eli Lilly 
and Co. where he was vice president and overall global 
head of neuroscience research and early clinical investiga-
tion. He formulated the company’s neuroscience strategy 
and expanded the research emphasis in Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s diseases and pain. In 2002, he was honored 
with the Pharmacia/American Society for Experimental 
Therapeutics (ASPET) Award. He has organized and partici-
pated in numerous international meetings and symposia, 
been published extensively in peer-reviewed journals and 
is the inventor of multiple patents. He serves on the Basic 
Pharmacology Executive Committee of the Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Foundation, Board of Publication Trustees 
for ASPET and is executive editor for the journal 
Neuropharmacology. He is a member of the American 
College of Neuropsychopharmacology.

’80S
Scott Isensee, BS ’80, received a Distinguished Alumnus 
Award from Moorhead High School, Moorhead, Minn. He 
is an inventor with 50 patents and author of five books. 
Isensee is a user interface architect with BMC Software, 
Austin, Texas.

Neal Larson, AD ’81, was named director of resident care 
at Bethany Homes, Fargo. He is certified as both a geronto-
logical nurse through the American Nurses Credentializing 
Center and as a director of nursing in long-term care. He 
is a member of the Academy of Fellows and serves on the 
Board of Trustees of the National Association of Directors of 
Nursing Administration in Long Term Care. He has worked 
for Bethany Homes since 1988.

Kathleen (Kappel) Meagher, BS ’81, will assist with 
organization and management of Team USA at the 2007 
World Winter Games in Shanghai, China. She is president/
chief executive officer of Special Olympics North Dakota 
and lives in Grand Forks, N.D.

Matthew Mohr, BS ’81, had his sixth 
book, titled “Business is Best in the 
Midwest,” published. Mohr is president of 
Dacotah Paper Co., Fargo. He is a regular 
contributor to Prairie Business magazine 
and has written for the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Minneapolis.

Patrick Atkinson, BS ’88, is starring in the film “The 
Short Life of Jose Antonio Gutierrez.” The film documents 
the life of Gutierrez, a boy Atkinson rescued from a 
Guatemala City juvenile detention center in 1983 and raised 
him for 15 years. Gutierrez is reported as the first American 
soldier to die in Iraq. In 2006, the film won awards at the 
Sundance Film Festival and the Los Angeles International 
Film Festival. Atkinson is founder and international execu-
tive director of The God’s Child Project.

Donna (Lee) Seltveit, BS ’88, was named the director 
of human resources and public affairs at American Crystal 
Sugar Co., Moorhead, Minn. She joined the company  
in 1988.

Larry (O’Brien) Robertson, BS ’84, BS ’87, replaced  
Al Michaels as play-by-play announcer in the Madden NFL 
video game. Robertson has been the voice of projects for 
Corvette; the Radisson Hotel in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; The 
NFL Network; Blockbuster Video; Circuit City; State Bank 
and Trust; Executive Mortgage; Scheels; Global Electric 
Motorcars; the International Bank of Qatar; and NDSU  
Bison basketball. Robertson and his wife, Marlee, have  
five children and live in Fargo. 

David Berg, MS ’83, has been named president of 
American Crystal Sugar Co., Moorhead, Minn. He previ-
ously was vice president of operations and chief operations 
officer, and has held numerous positions in economic 
research and marketing disciplines of the company. He 
serves on the ProGold LLC board of governors and is 
chairman of the Crystech LLC board of managers. Berg  
and his wife, Becky, have three children.

Kathy (Sebastian) Sardelli, BS ’84, is owner of 
Sebastian Custom Warm-ups. She operates the business 
from her home in Hebron, N.D., and sells custom designed 
warm-up suits. She previously worked for the Marriott Hotel 
Corp. in Washington, D.C. Sardelli and her husband, David, 
have two sons.

Jeffrey Aafedt, BS ’85, opened Trinity Mortgage in Detroit 
Lakes, Minn., with Scott Lysford and Joe Skarie.

Dan Bernhardson, BS ’88, was named director for agricul-
ture at American Crystal Sugar Co., Moorhead, Minn. He 
joined the company in 1990, and has served as the agricul-
ture operations manager since 2005.

Steve Swanson, BS ’88, was recognized by the Midwest 
Division of BancWest Investment Services for outstanding 
sales and service performance in 2006. He is a certified 
financial planner at Bank of the West in Fergus Falls, Minn. 

James Nordstrom, BS ’89, has been promoted to manager 
of engineering for Pullman Power, Kansas City, Mo. The 
company designs and constructs chimneys for the power 
industry.

Kevin Price, BA ’89, was named director of government 
affairs at American Crystal Sugar Co., Moorhead, Minn. He 
previously worked for Sen. Bob Kerrey, Neb., and Sen. Kent 
Conrad and Sen. Byron Dorgan, N.D. He joined American 
Crystal Sugar in 1996.

Kenneth M. Schreier, BS ’89, has been promoted to 
maintenance manager at Harsco Track Technologies. He and 
his wife, Barbara, live in Fairmont, Minn.

’90S
Ellen (Thomas) Huber, BS ’90, was nominated by the 
Mandan, N.D., Junior Chamber for the Outstanding Young 
North Dakotan honors recognition award, sponsored by the 
North Dakota Jaycees. She is director of development for 
the city of Mandan. Huber also has led the marketing efforts 
of the Building Up Schools for Youth (BUSY) campaign 
to replace the aging Mandan Junior High building. She is 
involved with the Mandan Horse and Saddle Club and the 
Mandan Progress Organization. Huber and her husband, 
Toby, BS ’90, have two children. 

Colin R. Lovdahl, BS ’90, BArch ’90, joined EAPC 
Architects Engineers as a project architect working in Grand 
Forks, N.D. He is a registered architect in North Dakota 
and is certified by the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards. He was previously general manager 
of Contemporary Builders Inc., Fargo, and also worked 
with Wild and Associates, MeritCare Health Systems 
and Mutchler Bartram Architects. Lovdahl received the 
North Dakota American Institute of Architects award for 
exemplary drafting in 1989. 

Class notes

When Janet R. Gilsdorf’s gynecologist found a lump in her breast during an 
annual exam in 2000, Gilsdorf had a few advantages many women lack. She’s a 
doctor specializing in pediatrics, infectious diseases and epidemiology. And her 
husband is a general surgeon. She knew the routine.

Still, as a patient, she became deeply aware of the powerlessness many in  
her situation feel. “I learned how unbelievably dependent patients are on their 
physician,” she said. “I learned about the indignities of being a patient and  
how unbelievably random life is.”

Gilsdorf kept a journal and published her experiences. “Inside/Outside: 
A Physician’s Journey with Breast Cancer,” was released by University of 
Michigan Press in September. The book follows her process — discovery and 
diagnosis; treatment which included a lumpectomy, axillary dissection, radia-
tion and chemotherapy; and recovery (she still takes anti-cancer drugs). 

“This book is not about breast cancer,” Gilsdorf said. “It’s about being a patient with a serious illness. I use 
breast cancer because that’s what I had.”

Gilsdorf, formerly Janet Reed, earned her bachelor’s degree in 1967 in chemistry at NDSU. She went on to 
get her medical degree in 1970 at the University of Nebraska in Omaha. She trained in pediatrics and infectious 
diseases at Baylor School of Medicine in Houston, Valley Medical Center in Fresno, Calif., and the University 
of Minnesota in Minneapolis. She is now professor of epidemiology, pediatrics and communicable diseases at 
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She is also director of Pediatric Infectious Diseases at the university’s 
Mott Children’s Hospital.

Alum writes memoir about cancer

Endowment established in memory of alum
Russell P. Wischow established a scholarship endowment of $250,000 in memory of his wife, Doris Mae 

Holzman Wischow, BS ’50, home economics, who died Aug. 17, 2006, in Greenbrae, Calif. 
The scholarships will go to College of Human Development and Education students in the apparel and tex-

tiles program. “It’s a tremendous gift,” said Virginia Clark Johnson, dean of the College of HD&E. “I don’t think 
there’s any adequate way to say thank you for a gift like that.”

Doris grew up near Scranton, N.D., and met Russell (a native of Sentinel Butte, N.D.) at a picnic between the 
Phi Mu sorority and the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity. She was a year ahead of Russell and was identified as 
one of NDSU’s “People Who Make Things Go” in 1950. She was also named Queen of the Little International 
and Homecoming Princess. 

“Doris was popular, dynamic and gave each activity her best efforts,” Russell said. 
After earning her degree in home economics, Doris spent a year teaching in Bowman, N.D., while Russell 

finished his bachelor’s and master’s in chemistry in 1951 and 1952. They got married that fall. 
The couple’s life together took a series of steps around the country as Russell worked for various compa-

nies and earned his doctorate in chemistry from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn. “Our life involved 
many moves for professional advancement, and Doris was pulling for me with no complaint that a move could 
be disruptive and difficult,” said Russell. “With such a helpful partner, my professional life was easier.” Doris 
instilled her positive philosophy of life and people into their two sons, who now have four children between 
the two of them.

They settled down in California in 1976 and decided to stay while Russell worked at a subsidiary of Pacific 
Gas and Electric (PG&E), later serving as president and chief executive officer of the PG&E Operating Services 
Company until retiring in 1991. 

Johnson donates bison head
Russell Johnson, BS ’69, donated a bison head  

to the Fargodome for display on the concourse level. 
The past president of the Fargo Dome Authority 
found the bison while on a trip to Montana. The 
donation was given in recognition of the Fargodome 
being the home of NDSU Bison Football. “I saw this 
specimen and realized he would be a great example 
of the NDSU mascot,” Johnson said. “The concourse 
level of the Fargodome did not have a replica in  
real form.”
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’70S
Mary Hoffmann, BS ’68, MS ’73, retired from the Fargo 
Public Schools system and took a teaching position at 
Concordia College, Moorhead, Minn. She and her husband, 
Roger, MS ’76, a realtor with Park Company Realtors, live 
in Fargo.

Michael D. Andrews, BS ’69, was named the 2007 State 
Star by the Minnesota Small Business Development Center 
for his work as a professional business consultant. Andrews 
is director of the Minnesota SBDC in Grand Rapids, Minn. 
He also is a business development specialist with the Itasca 
Economic Development Corp.

Randall Page, BArch ’73, was appointed chair of the City 
of Madison Landmarks Commission. He was appointed to 
the Landmarks Commission in May 2001. Page is a profes-
sional architect with Mead & Hunt, Madison, Wis., and has 
worked in the Madison and Milwaukee areas since 1973.

Jocelyn (Rudolph) Iszler, BS ’74, MS ’79, MA ’03, has 
been named agriculture energy specialist for the Minnesota 
Project. She is director of the Midwest Agriculture Energy 
Network, which includes North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Illinois and Wisconsin. Iszler 
previously was executive director of the North Dakota Corn 
Growers Association.

Karen (Kron) Odberg, BS ’74, has retired from teaching 
after 32 years at the Paynesville, Minn., high school. She 
was a family and consumer science teacher. Odberg also 
was adviser for the Family Career Community Leaders of 
America program and a 4-H member. 

David Olig, BS ’75, received the Bowl of Hygeia award 
from the North Dakota Pharmacists Association (NDPhA) 
and Wyeth Pharmaceuticals. He has helped establish a struc-
tured asthma education program, developed reimbursement 
mechanisms for pharmaceutical care services and is certi-
fied in diabetes education. He is a member of the National 
Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA), North 
Dakota Pharmacists Association and American Pharmacists 
Association. He received the Al Doerr Service Award from 
the NDPhA in 1993, NCPA Leadership Award in 1990 and 
NCPA National Preceptor of the Year Award in 2005. Olig is 
a guest lecturer for the NDSU College of Pharmacy, Nursing, 
and Allied Science and lives in Fargo.

Julie A. (Zaeske) Parrot, BS ’75, joined Gorman Health 
Group (GHG), based in Washington, D.C. GHG specializes in 
Medicare strategy and product and compliance consulting. 
Parrot and her husband, Mark, live in Haltom City, Texas.

Heather Schafer, BS ’76, BS ’06, has joined the architec-
ture department at BSA LifeStructures, Indianapolis. 

Left to right: Director of Athletics Gene Taylor, 
Johnson, Football Coach Craig Bohl.

U.S. Army Capt. Scott Rohweder, BS ’95, con-
struction management, was one of 28 recipients of the 
General Douglas MacArthur Leadership Award in May.

The award recognizes company-grade officers for 
outstanding performance, leadership and achievement. 

Rohweder was quick to credit others for the rec-
ognition. “I will tell you that I received this award 
for what my soldiers have done,” he said. “It is their 
hard work and dedication to duty that have made me 
successful. I just take each day at a time trying to make 
the right decisions for my soldiers so that I can bring 
each and every one of them home to their loved ones.”

As part of the recognition, Rohweder and the 
other honorees met with President George W. Bush in 
the Oval Office. Bush presented each of them with a 
Commander-in-Chief coin.

Rohweder was commissioned and entered active 
duty after graduating from NDSU and was first sta-
tioned in Fort Hood, Texas, for four years. He and his 
wife, Tami, then moved to Princeton, Minn., where 
he joined the Minnesota National Guard. He is a con-
struction project manager for Kellington Construction, 
Inc. in Corcoran, Minn. Rohweder is in Iraq on a 
15-month deployment.  

Rohweder recognized  
for military leadership
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Chad Wilhelm, BUS ’90, earned a master of divinity 
degree from Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, 
Md. He is the rector of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fargo. His 
assignments from the Diocese of Fargo include director of 
the apostleship of prayer, member of the liturgy committee, 
member of the diocesan pastoral council, judge on the 
diocesan tribunal, and member of the diocesan corporate 
board and the Catholic Church Expansion Fund. He was 
ordained in 1994 and has served at North Dakota churches 
in Grand Forks, Dazey, Wimbledon, Courtenay, Lisbon, 
Gwinner, Crary and Devils Lake. He has led three youth 
pilgrimages to International World Youth Day. Wilhelm also 
served in the Navy from 1992-94. 

Brock J. Rindahl, BS ’91, has been promoted to associate 
at the Austin, Texas, branch of Page Southerland Page LLP, 
a firm specializing in architecture, interiors, consulting and 
engineering. 

Kurt Swenson, BS ’91, was named vice president of plant 
operations at VeraSun Energy. He will oversee operating 
facilities in Aurora, S.D.; Fort Dodge, Iowa; and Charles 
City, Iowa. He is responsible for the startup in 2003 of the 
first 100MMGY greenfield dry grind ethanol facility in the 
United States. He also led the expansion that increased the 
production to 120MMGY. Before joining VeraSun, Swenson 
worked in the petroleum refining industry for 12 years.

Joby Timm, AD ’91, BS ’91, BLA ’91, has been named 
the U.S. Forest Service district ranger for the Grand River 
District in Lemmon, S.D. He previously worked for the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service in Pierre, S.D. 
Timm also served as the landscape architect for the Black 
Hills National Forest from 1992-99.

Brett Olsen, BS ’93, earned a doctorate in business admin-
istration from the University of Missouri. He completed his 
master’s degree in business administration at Illinois State 
University. He will start his career as an assistant professor 
in finance at the University of Idaho. Olsen and his wife, 
Jamie, and three sons live in Moscow, Idaho.

Shelly Gustin, BS ’95, BArch ’95, has passed the National 
Council of Building Designer Certification (NCBDC) 
examination and gained the title of certified professional 
building designer. She works for Bill Eich Construction in 
Spirit Lake, Iowa, and is a member of the Home Builders 
Association of Northwest Iowa.

Timothy McLagan, BS ’95, is a training specialist for 
United Blood Services, Fargo. He was a teacher for seven 
years and has two years of experience in educational  
administration.

Elden Lindamood, BArch ’96, is an intern architect at 
Wagner Zaun Architecture in Duluth, Minn. He has owned 
and operated Glassworks Studio in Lakeside, Minn., for 
three years.

Karla Mongeon-Stewart, BS ’97, has been appointed 
NDSU budget director. She is a certified public accountant 
and was the director of business and financial operations 
at Bismarck State College. She previously worked for MDU 
Resources, Bismarck; Kansas City Orthopedic Institute; 
Cedar Valley Hospice, Waterloo, Iowa; and Lutheran Health 
Systems, Grundy Center, Iowa.

Sean Sugden, BS ’96, BArch ’96, was 
promoted to EAPC associate. He joined 
EAPC Architects Engineers in 2003, 
working from the Fargo office. Sugden 
is a registered architect in North Dakota, 
Minnesota and Kansas. He is a member of 
the American Institute of Architecture and 
is certified through the National Council of 

Architectural Registration Boards. Sugden and his wife, Joy, 
and their four children live in Fargo.

Brian Walz, FS ’96, has been promoted to assistant vice 
president in agricultural lending at Dacotah Bank, Minot, N.D.

Matt Olson, BS ’97, received a Crop Consultant of the 
Year award from the National Alliance of Independent Crop 
Consultants. A native of Valley City, N.D., Olson works for 
Centrol Ag Consulting.

Jim Pucel, BS ’97, joined the staff at Utility Systems of 
America, Eveleth, Minn., as a project manager and estimator. 

Craig Selk, BS ’97, is a junior high mathematics teacher 
and baseball coach in Hayfield, Minn. He previously taught 
at Grand Meadow Schools in Minnesota. Selk and his wife, 
Lisa (Paulson), BS ’97, MS ’99, have three children.

Krista (Werner) Geisler, BS ’98, is a dentist at Brook 
West Family Dentistry, Maple Grove, Minn. She previously 
practiced dentistry in Iowa City, Iowa, and Plymouth, Minn. 
She and her husband Chris, BS ’97, live in Maple Grove.

Key: AS-Associate Degree, BA-Bachelor of Art, BAcc-Bachelor of Accountancy, BArch-Bachelor of Architecture, BLA-Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, BS-Bachelor of Science, BSN-Bachelor of Science in Nursing, BUS-Bachelor of University Studies,  
EdSpec-Education Specialist, FS-Former Student, HD-Honorary Doctorate, MA-Master of Arts, MBA-Master of Business Administration, MEd-Master of Education, MS-Master of Science, PharmD-Doctor of Pharmacy, PhD-Doctor of Philosophy

Obituaries
Kay (Heinzen) Ackerman, 44, BS ’85, was a pharmacist 
for Sanafi Aventis, Phoenix. She previously worked for 
Super X Cigna Pharmacy. Survivors include her husband, 
Jim, BS ’84, three children, her mother and two brothers. 

Ruth M. (Schmierer) Anderson, 90, BS ’38, lived in 
Dallas, for 46 years. While at NDSU, she was a member of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority. Survivors include two sons 
and a brother.

Thomas E. Anderson, 58, BA, ’67, Bellevue, Wash., had 
a long career with the Federal Aviation Administration, 
retiring in 2001. He received four top flying honors 
including the Outstanding Flying Award. He was a Vietnam 
veteran and instructor at the Air Force Academy, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. He was active in the Air Force Reserves after 
his discharge from active duty. Survivors include his wife 
and two daughters.

Joseph Belling, 59, BS ’74, worked for the Rainsoft Water 
Treatment Co. He previously held positions at International 
Harvester and John Deere Equipment. He served in the Navy 
with the 1st Marine Air Wing in Vietnam. He earned three 
Bronze Stars. Belling was a member of the American Legion 
and a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post, 
Litchville, N.D. He lived in Eden Valley, Minn. Survivors 
include a son, two granddaughters, a sister and two brothers.

Gerald Buchholz, 77, BS ’57, developed sonar systems for 
the Navy at General Electric Co. He served with the Army 
during the Korean War and was stationed in Japan. He lived 
in Acadia, Calif., at the time of his death. Survivors include 
his wife, three children and three grandchildren.

John Dooley, 65, BS ’64, worked for the Bureau of 
Reclamation, Boise, Idaho. He was promoted to the Billings, 
Mont., regional office in 1974. He advanced to the planning 
division in Denver where he was selected as the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s delegate to assist the Brazilian Reclamation 
Office. Dooley received the Department of Interior’s Honor 
Award for Superior Service. He retired in 2004. Survivors 
include three brothers and a sister.

Bryan Gackle, 72, BS ’57, MS ’61, worked in real estate 
in Prescott, Ariz., before his retirement in 2005. In 1959, 
he became head of the speech and theater department 
at Dickinson State University. In 1970, President Nixon 
appointed Gackle to the initial Advisory Committee on the 
Arts for the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts. 
Survivors include his wife, Arlene (Nesset), BS ’57, three 
children and nine grandchildren.

Kimberly Jo (Nelson) Gray, 46, BS ’83, worked 
for Emulex, Bothell, Wash. She previously worked for 
Honeywell Inc. and QLogic Corp., both Minneapolis. 
Survivors include her parents, two sisters and one brother.

Mavis (Jensen) Gray, 87, BS ’40, was a home economics 
teacher in Minnesota, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. She 
was a member of the Parry Mansion Board of Directors and 
the Historical Society while living in New Hope, Pa. She 
was a member of the Village Improvement Association while 
she lived in Doylestown, Pa. Survivors include her husband, 
one daughter, two sons, a sister, six grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

John Guenther, 59, BS ’73, was a farmer in Dunn Center, 
N.D. He served in the Navy during the Vietnam War and 
continued to serve with the American Legion following his 
discharge. Survivors include his mother, two children, two 
sisters and one granddaughter.

Gerhard Heutzenroeder, 91, BS ’40, Grand Forks, had a 
lengthy career with the North Dakota Farmers Union, begin-
ning in 1945 as state director of radio programs. In 1960 he 
was named state production manager, a position he held 
until 1976 when he was elected general manager. He retired 
in 1982. Survivors include two daughters, five grandchil-
dren and two great-grandsons.

Emmett Jeffery, 92, BS ’48, was a retired engineer with 
Boeing, Chance-Vought/NASA. He lived in Bluff Dale, 
Texas. Survivors include a daughter, two sons, one brother 
and four grandchildren.

Lois (Hefti) Jones, 88, BS ’42, MS ’70, worked part time 
for the North Dakota Extension Service in Bottineau County 
and operated the family farm with her husband, Humphrey. 
He died in 1965 and she continued to operate the farm with 
her children until retiring in 1980. In 1942, she taught in 
Drake, N.D., and then volunteered as a defense worker and 
was an air traffic controller at William Mitchell Field in 
Chicago. She was a 4-H leader for 30 years and was active 
in community organizations, including the Ramsey County 
Farm Bureau, Pioneer Daughters, Lake Region Heritage 
Center, Swedish Heritage Society and American Association 
of University Women. She served on the Agriculture 
Consultation board for NDSU and the board responsible for 
establishing rural water system in the greater Lake Region. 
She also served on boards and committees that planned the 
Lake Region State College campus in Devils Lake, N.D. and 
was a part-time instructor. She lived in Devils Lake at the 
time of her death. Survivors include one daughter, two sons 
and six grandchildren. 

Jean (Kauppila) Kotchman, 61, MS ’70, was an environ-
mental, health and safety administrator in Cavalier, N.D. 
Survivors include her husband, Michael, BS ’67, MS ’69, 
one daughter and two grandchildren.

Larry Linson, BS ’78, was a pharmacist in Fargo and 
opened Linson Pharmacy in 1992. His memory was honored 
at the 122nd Annual North Dakota Pharmacists Association 
Convention. He was named Preceptor of the Year in 1983. 
He was a fellow in the American Society of Consultant 
Pharmacists and was a pharmacy consultant for three area 
nursing homes. A scholarship in honor of Linson has been 
established for NDSU pharmacy students. Survivors include 
his wife and two children.

Claribel (Aanderud) Lysne, 78, BS ’50, was a home 
economics teacher at the Benson County Agricultural and 
Training School, Maddock, N.D. After moving to Moorhead, 
Minn., in 1957, she became a homemaker. Survivors include 
four children and 10 grandchildren.

Beverly (Patera) Lunn, 78, BS ’51, was a homemaker, a 
pianist and an organist at McCabe United Methodist Church, 
Bismarck, N.D. Survivors include four children and seven 
grandchildren.

Kenneth Mogen, 64, BS ’66, was a farmer in Charlson, 
N.D. He was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant on Jan. 1, 1966, 
and worked for the Medical Service Corps, Edgewood 
Arsenal, Md. He was a post commander of the American 
Legion Carl E. Rogen Post No. 29. Mogen and his son, Andy, 
were recognized as the 1999 U.S. Zero Till Farmer of the 
Year. Survivors include his wife, Linda (Thordal), FS ’65, 
four children and two sisters.

Bruce Nelson, 53, BS ’75, was director of distribution 
engineering for Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., Bismarck, 
N.D. He began his career in 1975 as a construction engineer 
for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Pierre, S.D. He spent 31 
years as a professional engineer, holding several different 
positions with MDU. He was a member of the National 
Society of Professional Engineers for more than 25 years, 
and in 1983, he received the chapter’s Young Engineer of the 
Year Award. Survivors include two daughters, two sisters 
and one brother.

John Oscarson, 96, BS ’36, died Sept. 1. He was a retired 
chemist for Sherwin Williams Foundation, and lived in 
Fairfield, Calif., at the time of his death. 

Delores J. Paulson, 73, MEd ’82, was a counselor and 
teacher in Bismarck, N.D. She previously taught physical 
education and coached in Stanley, Rugby and Jamestown, 
N.D. She judged high school gymnastics until 2003 and 
was instrumental in establishing North Dakota girls’ high 
school gymnastics. In 1969, she was the meet manager 
while coaching her own team at the first North Dakota State 
Gymnastics Tournament. Paulson was inducted into the 
North Dakota Officials Association Hall of Fame in 1997. 
Survivors include five cousins.

Ronald Reames, 60, BS ’69, was a teacher at Carl Ben 
Eielson Middle School, Fargo. He taught for the Fargo Public 
Schools system for 34 years. Survivors include his wife, 
Julie (Carico), BS ’73, five sons and eight grandchildren.

Bradley Rindahl, 50, BS ’87, worked for Boeing. He 
was living in Everett, Wash., at the time of his death. 
He obtained a professional engineering license in 1997. 
Survivors include his parents, one daughter, three sons,  
four brothers and one sister.

Michael Roll, 48, BS ’89, Mt. Juliet, Tenn., worked for 
American General Finance, Nashville, Tenn. He served in 
the North Dakota Army National Guard from 1978-84 and 
was a paid lifetime member of the American Legion Post 
No. 71, Mott, N.D. Survivors include his wife and son.

R. Tal Russell, 76, was director of the NDSU Little 
Country Theatre from 1968-89 and founded the North 
Dakota Repertory Theatre in 1981. He was the adviser to the 
NDSU Blue Key Honorary Service Fraternity for 17 years. 
Russell was a member of the Fargo-Moorhead Community 
Theatre board of directors and a charter member of the Lake 
Agassiz Arts Council. Survivors include a daughter and four 
grandchildren. 

Einar Ingi Siggeirsson, BS ’48, MS ’49, died March 6. He 
lived in Reykjavik, Iceland.

Laurel Stoxen, 71, BS ’57, was a pharmacist for 47 years. 
He lived in Stafford, Ariz., at the time of his death. He 
owned and operated Corner Drug in Rugby, N.D., from 1969 
until 1985, and was president of the Rugby Jaycees, the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Rugby Country Club. He was 
recognized as the outstanding Jaycee chapter president in 
North Dakota and received the Distinguished Service Award 
from the city of Rugby. Survivors include his wife, six sons, 
17 grandchildren and one sister.

Allan Summerfield, 76, BS ’54, was a retired engineer 
with Lockheed Corp. He lived in Woodland Hills, Calif., at 
the time of his death. He is survived by his wife, Leone.

Theo Tiegen, BS ’48, died April 5. He lived in Depoe  
Bay, Ore.

Frances (Cooper) Thompson, 90, FS ’36, was a freelance 
writer. She also wrote children’s books. She was president 
of the Sun City Community Fund, Sun City, Ariz., and 
also co-chaired the Books and Issues Group, sponsored 
by Friends of the Library. Thompson moved to Lansing, 
Mich., in 1970 and worked for the Michigan Partners of the 
Americas. She also was the historian for the International 
Philanthropic Educational Organization Sisterhood. She 
spent two years with the Washington Press Corps. She 
assisted with funding, supplies and political support in the 
evacuation of the children from the fall of Saigon, Vietnam. 
Survivors include three sons and one daughter.

Paul Tuchscher, 61, BS ’68, was a pharmacist at 
Walgreens, Glendale, Ariz. He worked at Service Drug in 
Williston, N.D., for 17 years before purchasing Forman Drug, 
Forman, N.D. Survivors include his wife, three children, 
two stepsons and six grandchildren. 

L. Vernon Uthus, 79, BS ’50, was a 
teacher, principal and administrator in 
Bassett and Garvey school districts in 
California. He lived in Rowland Heights, 
Calif. Survivors include his wife, three 
sons and eight grandchildren.

Alice (Larson) Waldron, 93, BS ’37, was an elementary, 
middle and high school teacher in Oregon. While at NDSU, 
she was a member of the Phi Omega Pi sorority and was in 
Phi Upsilon Omicron and Phi Kappa Phi national honor 
organizations. She and her husband, Charles Waldron, BS 
’35, lived in Portland, Ore. Survivors include three children, 
four grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

Edward Walsh, 76, BS ’52, MS ’53, started working in 
coatings technical service at Dow Chemical Co., Midland, 
Mich., in 1953, and held several positions there and also 
in New York and Walnut Creek, Calif. He transferred to 
Dow-Europe, Horgen, Switzerland, as research manager for 
coatings and monomers. He returned to Midland and was 
technical director of designed latexes and resins research. 
He retired after 39 years with Dow Chemical. Survivors 
include his wife, two sons, two daughters, five grandchil-
dren and two step-grandchildren.

Belvedere (Olson) Warner, 87, BS ’42, worked for 
Ramsey County Social Services until 1974. She was a 
bookkeeper for Great Plains Supply, Devils Lake, N.D., 
and taught home economics in Leeds and Ryder, N.D. Her 
husband, Leon, BS ’48, died in 2004. She lived in West 
Fargo at the time of her death. Survivors include one son, 
four daughters, 12 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.

Sandra (Waite) Weber, 49, AS ’78, was a customer 
service representative for Nodak Mutual Insurance, 
Casselton, N.D. She previously was a store manager for 
Stevenson’s and Peck & Peck clothing companies and an 
insurance agent for Nodak Mutual and Bremer Insurance 
Agency. Survivors include her husband, Mark, BS ’81,  
MS ’84, and two children.

Zeno Wicks Jr., 86, MS ’77, PhD ’80, was a consultant and 
teacher of short courses on coatings for industrial compa-
nies and was invited to give courses in Mexico, Australia, 
England, Taiwan and China. He was professor and chair of 
the Department of Polymers and Coatings at NDSU from 
1972 to 1983. He was recognized as an NDSU distinguished 
professor in 1981 and later named professor emeritus. He 
previously spent 28 years working for Interchemical Corp. 
Wicks received the 1988 Roy Tess Award in Coatings, the 
1986 Mattiello Lecturer Award and four Roon Awards from 
the Federation of Societies for Coatings Technology. He 
lived in Louisville, Ky., at the time of his death. Survivors 
include five children and 12 grandchildren.

Dean Wiedmann, 59, BS ’70, spent 28 years as a self-
employed financial adviser. He previously worked for Nash 
Finch, Norwest Bank, Fargo National Bank and Burlington 
Northern Railroad. Survivors include his wife, his mother, 
two sons, one daughter and three grandsons.

Richard Witz, 91, FS ’49, was a retired NDSU professor. 
He formally retired in 1983 with the honor of Professor 
Emeritus. In 1945, he began working for NDSU in the 
Agricultural Experiment Station to design and oversee the 
construction of research buildings. He was a registered 
professional engineer in North Dakota. He taught and 
carried out research in electricity, automatic controls and 
instrumentation in agriculture. He was a fellow member 
in the American Society of Agricultural Engineers. He 
presented the 1981 NDSU Faculty Lectureship, in recogni-
tion of distinguished academic achievement. Survivors 
include his wife, one son and three grandchildren. 

Kimberly A. (Steier) Hinnenkamp, BS ’98, received the 
2007 Recognized Young Dietitian of the Year award from the 
North Dakota Dietetic Association. She lives in Bismarck, N.D.

Kara (Brakke) Johnson, BS ’96, PharmD ’98, earned 
a doctor of medicine degree from the University of North 
Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences. She will 
go for residency training in internal medicine at the Abbott-
Northwestern Hospital Program, Minneapolis. 

Kenton Lang, BS ’98, joined National Information 
Solutions Cooperative as a senior software specialist in the 
telecom solutions division. His duties include analysis, 
development and implementation of telecom software. Lang 
lives in Bismarck, N.D.

Daniel Concha, BS ’99, earned a certificate from the 
International Association of Healthcare Central Services 
Material Management. Concha previously was a supply 
technician and was promoted to certified registered central 
service technician. 

Lt. Aaron C. Dunn, BS ’99, returned to Fort Bragg, N.C., 
with B Company, 27th Engineer Battalion in April after 
serving a one-year deployment to Afghanistan. He led 
a Sapper platoon that conducted route clearance and 
route reconnaissance in the Paktika Province, finding 
and destroying more than 20 IEDs (Improvised Explosive 
Devices) and numerous weapons caches. He earned a 
Bronze Star and NATO and Afghanistan Campaign Medals 
for that deployment, and a Purple Heart and Combat Action 
Badge for actions near Zerok, Afghanistan.

Steve Listopad, BS ’99, MA ’07, was promoted to assistant 
professor of mass communications at Jamestown College. 

’00S
Julia (Lebahn) Anderson, BSN ’00, has joined 
City-County Health District, Valley City, as a registered 
nurse. She previously worked at MeritCare Hospital, Fargo, 
in critical care services.

Chad Hahn, BS ’00, was named maintenance superin-
tendent at AMPI, Dawson, Minn. He previously worked 
for Douglas Machines Inc., Alexandria, Minn., as an 
electrical engineer. While working for Douglas Machines, 
he co-invented and received a patent on a high velocity 
carton stacker. He also invented a speed metering system 
for distributing product through automated shrink-wrap 
machinery.

Jennifer Nodes, BS ’00, is an associate attorney at 
Eckberg, Lammers, Briggs, Wolff and Vierling, P.L.L.P. 
She has practiced law since she was certified as a student 
attorney in 2003. She previously worked for the St. Paul, 
Minn., City Attorney’s Office and the Hennepin County 
Attorney’s Office. She is a member of the Minnesota State 
Bar Association in the Criminal Law and Family Law 
Sections, Ramsey County Bar Association.

Rebekah (Berg) Tompkins, BS ’00, earned a doctor of 
medicine degree from the University of North Dakota School 
of Medicine and Health Sciences. She will go for residency 
training in obstetrics and gynecology at Banner Good 
Samaritan Medical Center Program, Phoenix.

Jeff Aas, MS ’01, is teaching advanced placement 
U.S. government and politics and advanced placement 
psychology at Bemidji High School. He serves as the school 
district’s advanced placement adviser. Aas also recently 
organized a psychology club for his students.

Jamie Hanson, BS ’01, joined the Ada, Minn., office of 
AgCountry Farm Credit Services as a records specialist. 
He will prepare accounting and financial reports, as well 
as maintain detailed records for customers in Norman and 
Mahnomen counties. Hanson has been with AgCountry since 
2003. He previously was a records review technician in the 
corporate office.

Paul Jarski, MS ’01, is a product manager at Phoenix 
International, Fargo. He previously was a research scientist 
at Dakota Technologies Inc., Fargo. 

Carrie Johnson, BS ’01, earned a doctor of medicine 
degree from the University of North Dakota School of 
Medicine and Health Sciences. She will go for residency 
training in internal medicine at the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics Program, Iowa City, Iowa. 

Jon Solberg, BS ’01, earned a doctor of medicine degree 
from the University of North Dakota School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences. He will go for residency training in 
emergency medicine at Madigan Army Medical Center/
University of Washington Program, Tacoma, Wash.

Amanda Haug, BS ’02, zoological manager of carnivores at 
the Palm Beach Zoo, West Palm Beach, Fla., was appointed 
by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums to manage the 
North American regional studbook for the threatened Fennec 
Fox. She has worked at the Palm Beach Zoo since 2003.

Jody Huber, BS ’02, earned a doctor of medicine degree 
from the University of North Dakota School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences. She will go on for residency training 
in pediatrics at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
Program, Iowa City, Iowa. 

Aaron Knudsvig, BS ’03, accepted the position of agricul-
ture credit officer at First National Bank and Trust Co. main 
branch, Williston, N.D. He previously was a credit officer for 
First National Bank and Trust Co. in Crosby, N.D. Knudsvig 
and his wife, Amber, live in Williston.

Lisa J. (Grindheim) Aisenbrey, BS ’03, received the 
2007 Recognized Young Dietitian Award from the Montana 
Dietetic Association. She is a registered dietitian and health 
education coordinator for Sidney Health Center, Sidney, 
Mont. She has worked at the center since 2005 and has 
helped the center attain and maintain an American Diabetes 
Association-recognized diabetes education center.

Rene (Cunningham) Calderwood, BS ’03, earned a 
master of strategic public relations degree at the University 
of Sydney, Australia. Her husband, Matt, BS ’02, was 
recently promoted to practice manager for Microsoft. He  
has been with the company for two years.

Lindsey D. Rendlen-Patton, BS ’04, is the primary news 
anchor for ABC 17/FOX 38 in Columbia, Mo. She is recipient 
of the Best Investigative Reporting award and received 
honors for news series from the Missouri Broadcasters 
Association 2005-07. Rendlen-Patton and her husband, 
Chris, live in Columbia.

Nick Fernstrom, BS ’06, is a project engineer for 
Clayco, a full-service real estate development, design and 
construction firm, Chicago. He oversees design coordina-
tion, preconstruction and post-construction services and 
construction management. Prior to joining Clayco, Fernstrom 
was an assistant superintendent with Weis Builders Inc. 
in Minneapolis and co-owned his own company, RBG 
Construction Inc. He is a member of the Association of 
General Contractors student chapter, Sigma Lambda Chi and 
the National Association of Home Builders. Fernstrom lives 
in Aurora, Ill.

Heather Schafer, BS ’06, has joined the architecture 
department at BSA LifeStructures’ Indianapolis office. BSA 
Life Structures is a national leader in designing healthcare, 
education, research and technology facilities.

Megan Fugleberg, BS ’07, is a client satisfaction specialist 
at BlackRidge Bank, Fargo. She has four years of banking 
experience.

Class notes

David Swenson, BS ’99, computer science, has 
launched Bison Illustrated. The full-color magazine 
will feature coverage, analysis, game previews, inter-
views with players and coaches, tailgating highlights 
and history of all things Bison.

The free publication will be available from August 
to April at banks, grocery stores and restaurants around 
the region or by subscription. All Team Makers mem-
bers will receive a subscription to Bison Illustrated, 
which will replace their quarterly newsletter. The 
magazine’s Web site is www.bisonillustrated.com.

Alumnus launches magazine 
focused on Bison athletics
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Development Foundation
   visit our Web site www.ndsufoundation.com

Legislation that provides incentives for corporate 
contributions to non-profit entities such as North 
Dakota State University was approved during the 
recent North Dakota legislative session. Senate Bill 
2363 establishes significant income tax credits for 
businesses that make charitable gifts.

One of the first companies to make use of the 
opportunity is Olaf Anderson and Son Construction 
Co., Fargo, which presented a $100,000 endowment 
for the ongoing needs of NDSU’s construction man-
agement engineering department. “The tax credit 
ended up being a perk for us, because we had already 
planned on making the gift. The legislation made it  
a little easier for us to do it,” said Jeff Furstenau, 
company president. 

Clear winners in this case are 
the approximately 290 students in 
the NDSU construction management 
engineering department.

“Many of the construction  
managers and engineers in our  
company come from NDSU,” 
Furstenau said of Olaf Anderson 
and Son, a general contractor busi-
ness that was established in 1913. 
“We thought we should encourage 
and help the NDSU construction 
management program. My son is 
now going to go through the pro-
gram, and we felt it would be good 
to help the people who are helping 
us with employees.”

The endowment from Olaf 
Anderson and Son is unrestricted, meaning funds  
can be used at the discretion of the department for  
a variety of educational opportunities and activities.

“This endowment provides a great deal of flex-
ibility,” said Gary Smith, dean of engineering and 
architecture. “One of the biggest challenges depart-
ments face is to have flexible funds. These types of 
funds could be used for such things as professional 
development for faculty or students’ travel expenses 
when they go to a national competition. The impact 
is immeasurable as to what endowments like this  
can mean to a department.”

And that, according to Jason Wohlman, associ-
ate executive director of the NDSU Development 
Foundation, is exactly what the authors of the bill 
had in mind when the tax credit legislation was  
created. “NDSU has always received tremendous  
support from businesses all across North Dakota,” 
said Wohlman. “The unique benefits provided to  
corporate donors in this new legislation will give  
significant assistance to our efforts to grow the  
university’s endowment.”

The legislation is aimed at corporations, partner-
ships, S corporations and limited liability companies. 
The new credit for gifts to endowments is equal to  
40 percent of the value of the gift, with a $10,000 
annual cap. Any unused amount of credit can be  
carried forward three years.

Supporters said the bill was intended to nudge 
companies into permanently endowed philanthropy. 

“Anything the state can do to encourage phi-
lanthropy is going to help entities like NDSU. This 
is one of those new laws that will make a win-win 
situation for the donor and the recipient,” said Keith 
Bjerke, vice president for University Relations.

For more information about the new North Dakota 
charitable tax credit legislation for businesses, contact 
Wohlman at 1-800-279-8971 or (701) 231-6800 or 
jason@ndsualumni.com.

Legislation encourages corporate giving

Five new members have been elected to the NDSU 
Development Foundation’s board of trustees. Their 
terms began July 1.

“We have five outstanding new members, who are 
all NDSU alumni and have a history of generous con-
tribution of their time, talents and treasure in support 
of their alma mater,” said Jim Miller, executive direc-
tor of the foundation. “We are excited to have them as 
members of our board of trustees.”

Terrence C. Dahl, BS ’77, is the senior director 
of formulation and process development at Gilead 
Sciences Inc., Foster City, Calif. A member of the 
President’s Bronze Medallion Society, he and his 
wife, Donna, live in Sunnyvale, Calif.

Richard Marsden, BA ’71, is a radiologist at 
MeritCare Hospital, Fargo. He served on the NDSU 
Alumni Association board of directors for 12 years. 
He and his wife, Beth, are members of the President’s 
Gold Medallion Society. They reside in Fargo.

David Olig, BS ’75, is the owner of Southpointe 
Pharmacy, Fargo. He served on the Pharmacy 
Building Campaign; the advisory board for the 
College of Pharmacy, Nursing, and Allied Sciences; 
and is a member of Team Makers. He and his wife, 
Jolette, are members of the President’s Bronze 
Medallion Society and live in Fargo.

Daniel S. Paulson, BS ’89, is the chief financial 
officer of Paulson and Clark Engineering Inc., White 
Bear Lake, Minn. He and his wife, Meg, are members 
of the President’s Silver Medallion Society and have 
established the Dan Paulson Scholarship. They live 
in Hugo, Minn.

Dale E. Peppel, BS ’53, is retired after a career 
with 3M. He is a member of the President’s Silver 
Medallion Society and resides in Wahpeton, N.D., 
and Mesa, Ariz.

New Development Foundation trustees named

Alumni Association
         www.ndsualumni.com

Tuesday, October 2

2 p.m. Memorial Union dedication

Thursday, October 4

11 a.m. State of the University Address by 
President Joseph Chapman

 Festival Concert Hall, NDSU

7 p.m. 50 Year Club Social
 Ramada Plaza Suites, Crystal Ballroom

Friday, October 5

8 a.m. 50 Year Club Recognition Breakfast 
 Ramada Plaza Suites, Crystal Ballroom III
 NDSU’s 50 Year Club class of 1957 will  

be inducted.

11 a.m. Bison Athletic Hall of Fame Luncheon
 Fargo Holiday Inn, Great Hall
 Call NDSU Sports Information at  

701-231-7197 for details.

1 p.m. Klai Architecture and Landscape 
Architecture Building Groundbreaking

 711 2nd Ave. N.

2 p.m. Wellness Center Dedication  
Wellness Center, NDSU

5-7 p.m. Bison Bidders Bowl Silent Auction 
Preview

 Fargo Holiday Inn, Harvest Hall

5:30 p.m. Alumni Honors Dinner and Awards 
Presentation

 Fargo Holiday Inn, Great Hall
 NDSU’s 2007 outstanding alumni will  

be honored. Dinner is $40 per person.

7:30 p.m. Blue Key Homecoming Show and 
Coronation

 Festival Concert Hall, NDSU
 Attend the crowning of NDSU’s 

Homecoming King and Queen and  
enjoy entertainment from various  
student groups. 

8 p.m. The Party is On
 Fargo Country Club, 509 26th Ave. S.
 Join NDSU alumni and friends for great 

dance music from this Twin Cities band,  
PopLuxe. Cover charge is $10 at the door.

Saturday, October 6

9 a.m.- NDSU Alumni Center Coffee and 
1 p.m.  Open House
 1241 N. University Dr.
 Alumni and friends will receive a  

10 percent discount on all “Walk of 
Pride” tiles in the Alumni Center atrium.

10 a.m. Homecoming Parade
 N. University Dr. and 12th Ave. N.
 Watch the NDSU parade and see the  

floats, Gold Star Band and Homecoming  
King and Queen. Call the Student 
Activities Office at 701-231-7787 for 
parade information.

11 a.m. Bison Pep Rally and Lunch
 Bison Sports Arena, NDSU
 Get revved for the game with more than  

1,700 alumni and friends. Enjoy a true   
pep rally complete with food, entertain-
ment and Bison Spirit. Cost is $7.50 for 
adults and $4 for children under 10.

11:30 a.m. Circle of Players Endowment  
Recognition Reception

 Askanase Hall Lobby, NDSU 
 Contact Don Larew at 701-231-7791 or 

donald.larew@ndsu.edu for details.

1 p.m. Kick-off NDSU vs. University of 
California-Davis 

 Cheer the Bison on to victory at the 
Fargodome. Call the NDSU Ticket Office 
at 701-231-6378 for tickets or visit  
www.gobison.com.

5 p.m. 26th Annual Bison Bidders Bowl
 Fargo Holiday Inn, Great Hall
 Cash and gifts will be auctioned and 

raffled to benefit NDSU. Advance reserva-
tions are required. Call the Development 
Foundation at 701-231-6841.

Organization Events
Friday, October 5

Sigma Chi Fraternity
BBQ
6 p.m.
1250 12th St. N.
All alumni and friends are invited. RSVPs  
are required. $10 per person. RSVP to  
Andrew Pringle at 763-286-3609 or  
andrew.pringle@ndsu.edu.

Saturday, October 6

Alpha Gamma Delta Sorority
Homecoming Chili Feed
11 a.m.
1249 12th St. N.
All alumnae and friends are invited. RSVPs  
are not required. Contact Kodee Gartner at  
701-260-5635 or kodee.d.gartner@ndsu.edu  
with questions.

Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity 
Homecoming Hog Roast
1303 N. University Dr.
All Alpha Gamma Rho alumni are invited. RSVPs  
are not required. Contact Aaron Vadnais at  
aaron.vadnais@ndsu.edu with questions.

Alpha Tau Omega
Open House
4 p.m.
1155 12th Ave. N.
All alumni and friends are invited. Contact  
Brenton Nesemerer at 701-866-9738 or 
brenton.f.nesemerer@ndsu.edu.

FarmHouse Fraternity
Alumni BBQ and Annual Meeting
10 a.m.
1144 College St.
Everyone is invited.
Contact Justin Topp at 701-307-0408 or  
justin.topp@ndsu.edu.

Kappa Alpha Theta Women’s Fraternity
Open House and Remodeling Tour
8-10:30 a.m.
Kappa Alpha Theta House, 1262 12th St. N.
All alumnae and friends are invited. We are celebrat-
ing our 60th anniversary at NDSU’s this year. Major 
remodeling has just been completed, including the 
kitchen and dining room and we are excited to  
share our accomplishments. Contact Jill Hasse  
at 952-237-7415 or jill.hasse@ndsu.edu.

University Lutheran Center
60th Anniversary Open House and BBQ 
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
1201 13th Ave. N.
Everyone is invited. Cost is $5 per plate.
Contact Darin Johnson at 701-232-2587 or  
djohnson@ulcndsu.org.

Sunday, October 7

Blue Key Honor Society
Blue Key Alumni Reunion
10 a.m.
Memorial Union Ballroom, NDSU
All Blue Key alumni and family are invited. RSVP is 
required. $12 per person. Contact Ashley Vangsness 
at 701-388-0171 or ashley.vangsness@ndsu.edu.

Homecoming 2007 Schedule of Events
Homecoming week will be celebrated Oct. 1-6. If a phone number is not listed, call the Alumni Association at 800-279-8971 or 701-231-6800 for more information  
or e-mail sara@ndsualumni.com.

“The unique benefits 
provided to corporate 

donors in this new 
legislation will give 

significant assistance to 
our efforts to grow the 

university’s endowment.”
— Jason Wohlman, associate  

executive director of the 
NDSU Development Foundation

A
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bison Pre-game event
Bison Party
The Depot-Renaissance by Marriott,  
225 3rd Ave., Minneapolis
Start time: Four hours prior to kick-off

	 •	 New	location	will	accommodate	3,000+	 
 Bison fans

	 •	 Performances	by	the	NDSU	Cheer	Team	 
	 and	mascot,	Thundar

	 •	 Music	by	the	NDSU	Gold	Star	Band

	 •	 Bison	face	painting	and	tattoos

	 •	 Tailgate	food	and	beverage	options	 
	 available	for	purchase

	 •	 NDSU	apparel	available	for	purchase

Football game 
NDSU vs. University of Minnesota
Check www.ndsualumni.com for game time  
and ticket information.

All updates will be sent via e-mail

Update your e-mail address at  
office@ndsualumni.com.

bison Post-game event
Avoid the downtown Minneapolis dinner rush and 
enjoy food, music and post-game conversations  
with Bison fans.  
The Depot-Renaissance by Marriott,  
225 3rd Ave., Minneapolis
	 •	 Chicken	and	chili	buffet	and	all	the	fixings;	 
	 cash	bar

	 •	 Live	music	by	The	Front	Fenders

	 •	 Tickets	required.	Limited	tickets	available.

	 •	 $35	per	person	if	purchased	by	Sept.	30	 
	 ($12	for	children	12	and	under).	Purchase	online	 
	 at	www.ndsualumni.com	or	call	800-279-8971.

NDSU Alumni Association names  
officers and board members 

The NDSU Alumni Association announces the newly elected officers and board members, effective July 1. 
The board has 32 members, including 30 alumni, one student representative and the university president. The 
board sets policy for the association, representing more than 70,000 living alumni and friends. They also work 
closely with university leadership to assist in attaining institutional goals.  

2007-2008 NDSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS INCLUDE:

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Stacey Ackerman ’94; Jeff Bentrim ’89; DeAnn Bjornson ’95; Clare Carlson ’79; Trisha (Riechl) Cyr ’88 & ’92; 
Joel Dick ’67, ’71, ’76; Lisa (Dressler) Manz ’94 ; John Erickson ’80; Gerald Floden ’73; Greg Hagfors ’85; John 
Hanson ’79; Jim Heyer ’76; Jennifer (Kowalski) Hopkins ’83; Mark Hubbard ’99;  Mike Krueger ’71; Anthony 
Larson ’95; Michelle (Folstad) Mack ’91; John Mark ’68; Don Morton, past administrator; Fred Paavola ’70;  
Matt Puetz ’86; Wayne Schluchter ’82; Randy Schmeling ’78; Brad Swenson ’89; Kim (Dennis) Timmers ’83; 
Matt Vukelich ’67; Clara Presser (student body vice president) and NDSU President Joseph A. Chapman

Joanne (Cossette) Warner, ’70, 
part owner/operator of her family 
farm, was named chair of the board.  

Cyd (Stoelting) Runsvold, ’77, 
pharmacist and co-owner of Hanson-
Runsvold Funeral Home, was named 
president.  

Barry Batcheller, ’77, president 
and CEO, Appareo Systems LLC,  
was named vice president. 

Marcia (Estee) Strehlow, ’78,  
co-owner of Strehlow Construction, 
was named secretary/treasurer. 

The Alumni Association has announced the 2007 recipients of the Alumni Achievement Award, Henry L. Bolley Academic Achievement Award, Heritage Award for 
Alumni Service and the Horizon Award. The Alumni Achievement Award and Henry L. Bolley Academic Achievement Award are given to alumni who have excelled in 
their profession, the Heritage Award for Alumni Service signifies outstanding volunteer service to NDSU and the Horizon Award recognizes individuals for outstanding 
accomplishment in their professional field and/or service to their community within 10 years of graduation. 

The awards will be presented during Homecoming at the 2007 Alumni Honors Dinner on Friday, Oct. 5 at the Fargo Holiday Inn. The Alumni Honors social will begin 
at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner and awards presentation. Visit www.ndsualumni.com for further details, or contact Sara Tanke, ’01, at 701-231-6800, 1-800-279-8971 or 
sara@ndsualumni.com.  

ALUMNi ACHiEvEMENT AWARD

Larry Ellingson
BS ’69, pharmacy
Chair of the board, Protemix 
Corporation Limited

George T. Gillies
BS ’74, physics
Research professor of mechanical  
and biomedical engineering, 
University of Virginia

HENRY L. BOLLEY ACADEMiC ACHiEvEMENT AWARD

Randy Gaugler
BS ’72, entomology
Professor, Rutgers University

HERiTAGE AWARD FOR ALUMNi SERviCE

Joan (Lauf) Deal
BS ’81, physical education
New business development, Flint 
Communications and Character  
of Excellence

HORizON AWARD

Soon Bahrami
BS ’97, psychology
Fellow in dermatopathology, Indiana 
University School of Medicine

Outstanding alumni to be honored at Homecoming 2007

The Party is On
Homecoming 2007

Friday, October 5

Fargo	Country	Club
509	26th	Ave.	S.

Doors open at 8 p.m. 
Cost: $10 per person at the door.  

Must be 21 or older.

Dance music by PopLuxe, a Twin 
Cities  

eight-piece band that plays music 
from 

the 1940s to current popular hits.

The Alumni Association has taken the  
wraps off their redesigned Web site. The new 
www.ndsualumni.com offers even more free  
services, such as:

• Electronic alumni directory
• Enhanced career services managed by  

    the NDSU Career Service Center
• Event calendar
• Customized Bison gear

Alumni Association 
unveils redesigned  
Web site   

Go to www.ndsualumni.com for  
information on:
	 •	 Game	tickets	

	 •	 NDSU	hotel	options

	 •	 Maps,	directions,	transportation	and	parking	

	 •	 Reunions	occurring	around	the	Bison/ 
	 Gopher	weekend

Information	about	your	special	gathering	will	 
be	posted	on	the	association’s	Web	site.	Forward	 
your group and contact information to  
marilyn@ndsualumni.com.

Stay	informed	via	e-mail.	NDSU	vs.	University	 
of	Minnesota	updates	and	game	information	 
will	be	shared	electronically	through	broadcast	
e-mail.	To	stay	informed,	update	your	e-mail	 
address	with	the	Alumni	Association	at	 
office@ndsualumni.com.

Nominations sought for outstanding alumni
The Alumni Association is accepting nominations for the following awards to be presented during 

Homecoming 2008:
 • Alumni Achievement Award
 • Henry L. Bolley Academic Achievement Award
 • Heritage Award for Alumni Service
 • Horizon Award
The Alumni Achievement Award is presented to alumni who have excelled in their profession. The Heritage 

Award is presented to an alumnus who has given outstanding service for the benefit of NDSU. The Horizon 
Award is presented to an alumnus who has graduated in the last 10 years and has excelled in their profession 
and/or community service. The Academic Achievement Award recognizes the achievements of alumni who 
work in education as teachers, researchers and/or administrators. 

For nomination information, e-mail office@ndsualumni.com or call 800-279-8971. You may submit your 
nomination online at www.ndsualumni.com by selecting Recognition and clicking on the appropriate award. 
Nominations are due Friday, Jan. 18, 2008.

Broadcast E-mail updates
The Alumni Association sends out periodic news 

briefs by e-mail. These briefs note three or four topics  
with a direct link to more information. If you would 
like to receive broadcast e-mail, contact us at  
office@ndsualumni.com and indicate you want to be 
part of the broadcast list.

Addresses changes 
Are you moving? Do you have a winter address?
Please notify the NDSU Alumni Association at 

800-279-8971 or by e-mail at office@ndsualumni.com.

Support the Bison by joining the Alumni 
Association for the 2007 football season. Pre-game 
parties will be held prior to kick-off at select away games. 
All pre-game party locations are subject to change.  
Go to www.ndsualumni.com for pre-game details.

Sept. 22 Central Michigan University
Sept. 29 Western Illinois
Oct. 20 University of Minnesota
Nov. 10 California Polytech
Nov. 17 South Dakota State University

2007 football pre-game parties

The 34th annual Harvest Bowl celebration honors agriculturists from North Dakota and western Minnesota. 
Al Gustin, ’69, will be honored with the 2007 Harvest Bowl Agri-Business Award.

The festivities will begin on Friday, Oct. 26 at the Ramada Plaza Suites with dinner, ceremony and games. 
On Saturday, Oct. 27, honorees will participate in educational sessions on campus and attend the Bison vs. 
Southern Utah Harvest Bowl football game.

For more information visit www.ndsualumni.com and click on Recognitions then Harvest Bowl or contact 
Marilyn Doeden at 800-279-8971 or marilyn@ndsualumni.com. For tickets to the football game call the NDSU 
Ticket Office at 701-231-6378.

Harvest Bowl 2007

NDSU vs. University of Minnesota
Events and Football Game

October 20
www.ndsualumni.com or call 800-279-8971

New to Homecoming Week this year is the 50 Year Club Reunion, Oct. 4-6. President Chapman will welcome 
the Class of 1957 and honor the classes of 1937, 1942, 1947 and 1952 at a recognition breakfast. Other activities 
include a welcome social, class photos and a pre-parade breakfast. All events are planned in conjunction with 
Homecoming activities. 

NDSU 50 Year Club will induct Class of 1957

SAE to celebrate facelift
There’s a new look and renewed enthusiasm at the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity house as the  

$1.2 million chapter house renovation project, funded by contributions from chapter alumni and friends, 
nears completion.

With the interior work now completed, the chapter house will be ready for occupancy for the fall  
semester. The facility, located at 1125 16th St. North in Fargo, houses 33 members and has been home  
to the SAEs since its original construction nearly 50 years ago.

A renovation celebration was held at the chapter house in May as nearly 70 alumni, friends and active 
members gathered to celebrate the completion of the largest undertaking in the chapter’s history. Another 
alumni celebration at the chapter house is being planned for NDSU Homecoming in October. More  
information on the house renovation is available at the chapter’s Web site at www.saendsu.com.

AGRi-BUSiNESS RECiPiENT

Al Gustin
BS ’69, agricultural economics
Farm director, Clear Channel Radio 
Stations, Bismarck
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Eight inducted into Hall of Fame
NDSU will induct eight new members into the Bison Athletic Hall of Fame’s 

36th annual class on Oct. 5.  
The newest members are women’s volleyball All-American Jenifer Barber  

(1984-87); women’s basketball All-America guard Jill DeVries (1987-91); All-
America wrestler Pat Johannes (1984-88); standout football split end Len Kretchman 
(1985-88); women’s track and field and cross country All-American Julie Shorter 
(1985-89); football Harlon Hill winner and All-America quarterback Chris Simdorn 
(1987-90); legendary golf coach, administrator, assistant coach and student-athlete, 
Erv Kaiser (1942-75); and former NDSU physical plant director and Team Makers’ 
president Dennis Gilbertson (1970-2000).

The induction will be held at the Holiday Inn in Fargo. Lunch will begin at  
11 a.m. and induction ceremony at 11:30 a.m.

The group also will be recognized at the Homecoming football game Oct. 6 
between NDSU and UC Davis.

Barber  DeVries  Johannes Kretchman 
  

Shorter  Simdorn Kaiser  Gilbertson

decades of champions
NDSU is planning a reunion to 

commemorate past athletic accom-
plishments and celebrate the future 
in NCAA Division I in fall 2008. All 
former and current student-athletes, 
student-athletic trainers and managers, 
coaches, staff members and athletic 
administrators will be invited to share 
in the formal passing from Division II 
to Division I.

Highlights will include an all-sport 
reunion and a ribbon cutting ceremony 
on the field at halftime of a Bison  
football game symbolizing the new  
status of NDSU as a Division I  
member institution.

Ade Sponberg and Collette Folstad 
are honorary co-chairs of the event.

North Dakota State University athletics announced the media package for the 
upcoming 2007 football season including the Bison Radio Network, three television 
games and “The Craig Bohl Football Show.” The announcement was made today  
by Jeremy Jorgenson, NDSU director of Athletic Broadcasting.

The Bison Radio Network has seven stations in North Dakota and KRCQ-FM 
(102.3) in Detroit Lakes, Minn. KRCQ is the first station in Minnesota to carry an 
NDSU athletic event. 

WDAY AM 970 will serve as the flagship station for the network. The WDAY-
AM broadcast team includes Scott Miller for play-by-play, former NDSU star and 
Buffalo Bills standout Phil Hansen doing color. WDAY-TV sports director Steve 
Hallstrom will work the sidelines.

North Dakota State is scheduled to play three times on television this season. 
The home opener against Stephen F. Austin will be broadcast by FSN North. 
Kickoff for the Stephen F. Austin game has been changed from 6 p.m. to 6:35 p.m. 
to accommodate TV. FSN North reaches approximately 2.1 million homes in a five-
state area that covers North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa. 
The broadcast team for this game is Jorgenson on play-by-play; former Bison quar-
terback Mark Speral, color commentary, and Ryan Gellner, brother of current FSN 
North reporter Marnie Gellner, on the sidelines.

NDSU athletics has entered into a partnership with Hoak Broadcasting, which 
owns television station KVLY, NBC, Channel 11, and KXJB, CBS, Channel 4, in 
Fargo. The agreement includes televised games with Sam Houston State on Sept. 
15 and the Great West Football Conference opener/Homecoming game against UC 
Davis on Oct. 6 that will be carried statewide on the North Dakota NBC network. 
The broadcast teams will be announced. The agreement also includes “The Craig 
Bohl Football Show” to be broadcast live at 10:30 a.m. Sundays originating on 
KXJB-TV in Fargo and distributed statewide on the North Dakota NBC network.  
It will air right before CBS’s Sunday coverage of the National Football League.

Bison football radio affiliates
Fargo WDAY-AM 970
Bismarck KLXX-AM 1270
Detroit Lakes KRCQ-FM 102.3
Devils Lake KDVL-FM 102.5
Jamestown/Valley City KRVX-FM 103.1
Lisbon KQLX-FM 106.1
Rugby KZZJ-AM 1450
Williston KEYZ-AM 660

Bison radio network, TV games, 
coaches’ show

Game schedules - www.gobison.com

The Mid-Continent Conference, which NDSU joined on July 1, has changed its 
name to The Summit League. The decision by the conference’s Presidents Council 
was announced at a news conference May 15.

The change is part of the Summit Plan, which seeks to advance the league to 
a premier mid-major conference by focusing on student-athlete welfare, academic 
performance, attendance and an improved rating percentage index (RPI) in  
all sports.

“The presidents of the new Summit League are committed to raising the stature 
of this conference to the top of the mid-majors,” said NDSU President Joseph A. 
Chapman. “Academic performance of our athletes is extraordinarily good. Our ath-
letes are incredibly good athletes. This is an opportunity for us to mesh NDSU with 
a conference that now shares very much the same values that we have for our move 
to Division I. I’m very excited about this and looking forward to full membership 
and getting under way this next year.”

Troy Goergen, associate athletic director for marketing and media relations, said 
the new name and logo came about after a nine-month process with input from 
member institutions. He said more than a hundred proposed names were originally 
submitted.

Members of The Summit League, as of July 1, are NDSU, Centenary College of 
Louisiana, Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne, Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapolis, University of Missouri-Kansas City, Oakland 
University, Oral Roberts University, South Dakota State University, Southern Utah 
University and Western Illinois University. 

www.thesummitleague.org

Mid-Con becomes Summit League


