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Former Bison football player  
receives Super Bowl honors

Craig Dahl, former Bison strong safety, poses with the Super Bowl XLII trophy after the  

NY Giants’ win. (l-r): mom Laurie, Craig, his brother Brian (currently a graduate student  

at NDSU), and dad Terry. Craig was a rookie for the New York Giants. 

President Joseph A. Chapman and Gov. John 

Hoeven unveiled the new state license plate  

featuring NDSU’s Bison logo at a news conference 

Jan. 29. More than 120 people have already  

committed to buy the NDSU plates, and more 

sales are expected as word spreads about the  

new plate.

“The NDSU Alumni Association and the North 

Dakota Department of Transportation are  

pleased to provide an opportunity to show your 

NDSU pride every day as you drive your vehicle 

around the state and across the country,” said 

Chapman. “By supporting this promotion, you 

also directly support the university, since part of 

the revenue is returned for NDSU student and  

outreach programs.”

The NDSU plate is one of the first two organiza-

tional plates to be approved through 2007 legisla-

tion that changed the number of pre-applicants 

needed from 400 to 50. The other organizational 

plate with its own logo is Ducks Unlimited. 

“The new plates are a great way for citizens to 

show their support from a promotional aspect. 

People are going to see on your vehicle that great 

Bison logo,” said Hoeven. “It’s a way citizens can 

showcase their pride in North Dakota while con-

tributing funds to causes or organizations that 

they support.”

The plate costs $25, with $15 going to the eligible 
organization. After the initial purchase, drivers 
will pay an annual $25 fee for the specialized 
plate in addition to the regular tag renewal  

fees with $15 going to the Alumni Association 
with each renewal.

“The bulk of the money raised will go to support 
our student programs. It’s a terrific way for those 
who are interested in the institution and care 
about our students and the things we are doing. 
It’s a way to show their support and pride.”

There will be five numeric characters on the 
NDSU plate, numbered from 30000-30999, with 
additional numbers added as the program grows. 
Customized plates with up to five characters also 
are available for an additional fee.

Chapman has ordered his plate, “SU013,” which 
stands for “State University, number 13.”

“I’m NDSU’s 13th president, and I consider that 
my lucky number,” Chapman explained. “This  
is really exciting. It is a unique way to show  
the pride that our alumni and friends have in  
the institution.” 

Information is available at www.dot.nd.gov, or  
by contacting the Alumni Association at 1-6800  
or 800-279-8971 or office@ndsualumni.com.

NDSU liceNSe plate aVailaBle

“It’S a way cItIzeNS caN 
ShowcaSe theIr prIDe 

IN North Dakota whIle 
coNtrIBUtINg fUNDS to 

caUSeS or orgaNIzatIoNS 
that they SUpport.”

— gov. John hoeven
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Three longtime active supporters of NDSU received 

honorary doctorates at winter commencement cer-

emonies. They are John Dean, Sheldon Ellig and 

Harold Newman.

A 1953 NDSU graduate, Dean is retired after a career 

in agriculture, owning a feeder cattle operation and 

farm near Hatton, N.D. Following his retirement, 

Dean turned his attention to promoting NDSU.

An active and dedicated volunteer, Dean is past presi-

dent of the NDSU President’s Agriculture Club, was 

a Harvest Bowl honoree and serves on the NDSU 

Development Foundation’s Board of Trustees. In 

addition, Dean was a member of the steering commit-

tee of the $20 Million Campaign for NDSU, the Alumni 

Center Project Committee and the NDSU President’s 

Old Main Society, which is a giving club for donors 

with contributions totaling more than $250,000. For 

his many efforts, he was recognized with the NDSU 

Development Foundation Service Award in 2001.

Ellig, owner of Stop-N-Go Foods Inc., is a recognized 

leader in the region’s business community. He started 

his business in 1974, when he bought 10 convenience 

stores from Mid-America Dairy. The operation has 

since grown to include more than 30 stores, including 

locations in Fargo-Moorhead, Valley City, Wahpeton, 

Jamestown, Fergus Falls and Alexandria. Ellig received 

the National Grocers Association “Spirit of America” 

award for 2007.

He has a long history of supporting Bison Athletics. 

Stop-N-Go was a founding sponsor of the Bison 

Buddies Youth Basketball Camp program more than 

20 years ago, and the strong relationship contin-

ues today. Ellig and his company were the driving 

force behind the construction of NDSU’s track and 

field facilities, now known as Ellig Sports Complex, 

which is the home of Bison track, soccer and softball 

teams. In addition, he has made a $1 million pledge, 

as part of the NDSU Development Foundation’s 

“Momentum: the $75 Million Campaign for NDSU,”  

to the renovation of NDSU’s Bison Sports Arena. 

Newman has enjoyed a successful career as a leader 

in the outdoor advertising industry. His first job, 

at age 10, was selling vegetables and fruit with his 

grandfather door-to-door. A graduate of Minnesota 

State University Moorhead, Newman worked his way 

through college painting signs, trucks, houses and 

barns. His career led to owning one of the state’s most 

successful companies; Newman Signs Inc. is one of 

the top 10 sign companies in the country.

The billboard and sign company was established in 

1956, and now has offices in Jamestown, Bismarck, 

Minot, Grand Forks and Fargo. His company’s 7,000 

billboards can be found across North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Minnesota, Montana and New Mexico. 

Newman’s company also sells traffic signs from coast 

to coast. In addition, Newman also owns a sign  

company in New Mexico, an ethanol plant in Grafton, 

N.D., a pecan ranch and four tree nurseries.

He was the North Dakota Small Businessman of the 

Year in 1975 and the recipient of the Greater North 

Dakotan Award in 1999.

three honorary doctorates presented

NDSU has set a spring semester enrollment record for the ninth 

straight time, reaching 11,699 students in the university’s under-

graduate and graduate programs. The official enrollment figures 

are compiled following the fourth week of classes. The spring 

record figure represents a 1.3 percent increase, compared to 

11,555 students one year ago. 

NDSU also set a new spring semester high for graduate stu-

dents, with 1,719 attending classes, compared to last spring’s 

1,695, which was the previous spring record. 

“This is exciting news and I am very pleased. This affirms that 

we are helping our students to reach their academic goals. Yes, 

indeed, NDSU is an institution of choice,” said Prakash Mathew, 

vice president for student affairs, noting that NDSU’s growth is 

coming primarily in graduate programs.

In addition, the international student population is now at 828 undergraduate and graduate students, another 

record high. That number compares to 802 during fall semester.

Spring enrollment record set

	 Dean	 Ellig	 Newman

NDSU President Joseph A. Chapman recently held 

highly successful discussions with Dickinson, N.D., 

area education and business leaders to explore col-

laborations to assist North Dakota’s economy. Fellow 

members of the NDSU Research and Technology Park 

board of directors and Tony Grindberg, research  

park executive director, joined Chapman on his  

Jan. 21-22 trip.

“The trip is in keeping with the strategies and  

commitments outlined in my State of the University 

Address last fall,” Chapman said. “We want to  

form partnerships to move North Dakota’s  

economy forward.”

NDSU and Dickinson State University are moving 

ahead on an initiative, which will provide students 

in western North Dakota and parts of Montana, 

Wyoming and South Dakota access to engineering 

programs in electrical, manufacturing, industrial and 

computer engineering. The initiative is expected to 

have a significant and long-term impact on the eco-

nomic prosperity of the area.

“The partnership will directly benefit students, busi-

nesses and manufacturers in western North Dakota, 

and the state’s economy. It is a winning situation for 

all concerned,” said Lee Vickers, DSU president.

The NDSU group met with about 60 private sector 

leaders at an evening networking event. That was 

followed by a smaller group meeting between mem-

bers of the Research and Technology Park board and 

Vickers; Jeanne MacDonald of the Strom Center for 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Dickinson; and 

Gaylon Baker of the Stark Development Corp. 

“The meeting provided us with the perfect occasion 

to discuss the challenges and opportunities facing 

North Dakota. We are exploring avenues to identify 

and carry out specific projects that are best addressed 

through joint effort,” Vickers said. “Our discussions 

were thought provoking and informative.”

The initiative between NDSU and DSU will be a “huge 

benefit” for students and the business community 

in southwest North Dakota, according to Dickinson 

Mayor Dennis Johnson. “We’re very excited about 

the visit because of the pending partnership. There 

is a growing need for engineers here,” Johnson said. 

“There has been a history of collaboration between 

NDSU and DSU related to the agricultural area. Now, 

partnerships in engineering and agriculture, that’s two 

big segments of our economy.”

Research and Technology Park board members Paul 

Steffes, Brad Swenson and Barry Batcheller attended 

the meetings, as did Gary Smith, dean of engineering 

and architecture, and D.C. Coston, vice president for 

agriculture and university extension.

Steffes, who is the chief executive officer of Steffes 

Corp., Dickinson, said there is a strong relationship 

between NDSU and DSU. “There is significant eco-

nomic opportunity in North Dakota. I am very pleased 

to see the two institutions acting entrepreneurially, 

responding to the North Dakota industries’ need for 

more engineers,” he said.

Some of the challenges discussed by the Dickinson 

representatives were workforce development and 

training, housing, transportation of raw materials, 

community leadership dynamics, increasing absentee 

ownership and wealth transfer out of the region.

“How do we leverage our assets to work together to 

help North Dakota’s economic development? That is 

what this visit was all about,” explained Grindberg. 

“Among the many topics we discussed were our state 

workforce and access to capital. We are exploring 

ways to expand collaborations to grow our state’s 

economy.”

chapman meets with Dickinson area leaders

“the partNerShIp 
wIll DIrectly BeNefIt 
StUDeNtS, BUSINeSSeS 
aND maNUfactUrerS IN 
weSterN North Dakota, 
aND the State’S ecoNomy. 
It IS a wINNINg SItUatIoN 
for all coNcerNeD.” 

— DSU president lee Vickers

NDSU President Joseph Chapman and an NDSU del-

egation traveled to India and Sri Lanka in December, 

returning with two signed agreements, and a third was 

signed in January. 

Chapman and his wife, Gale; Prakash Mathew, vice 

president for student affairs; David Wittrock, dean 

of the graduate school, and Sudhir Mehta, associate 

vice president of academic affairs-international, were 

among the NDSU representatives to visit the Ansal 

Institute of Technology, Gurgaon, India, which has 

a twinning agreement with NDSU. The agreement 

allows students to study two years at each school  

and earn degrees from both institutions.

The group also visited the International Institute  

of Information Technology in Pune, India, where  

an agreement was signed. Another agreement was 

signed at the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka. The 

third agreement was signed with the American  

College of Higher Education in Dehiwela, Sri Lanka. 

Wittrock said trips to Thailand and Korea are being 

planned to develop similar agreements.

Chapman said global education allows NDSU  

students to receive a broader, enhanced  

education. International collaborations also  

present opportunities for business and  

research partnerships. 

“It was a very successful trip,” said Chapman. “The 

opportunities for the state and the institution  

are amazing.”

Chapman said the delegation also met with a number 

of “enthused and energetic” students who plan to 

come to NDSU or have a strong interest in attending 

NDSU. University officials met with more than  

60 students in Pune, India, who were interested in 

pursuing graduate degrees at NDSU.

NDSU’s international student population totaled 802 

during fall semester, with 316 students from India and 

50 from Sri Lanka. Chapman has a goal of attracting a 

total of 500 students from the two countries.

chapman: india, Sri lanka trip ‘very successful’
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Students let loose with Jell-O models
Third-year architecture and landscape architecture students were a little sur-

prised when they received their first assignment of the spring semester from 

professors Regin Schwaen and Stevie Famulari. They were to create a structure. 

Anything they wanted – a famous building, an everyday object or even some-

thing abstract. That was the easy part, the hard part – they had to use Jell-O, the 

wobbly, sweet treat.  

The assignment was given in conjunction with the first-ever Jiggle Competition, 

at the Fargo Theatre. Margie Bailly, the theatre’s executive director, came up 

with the challenge as promotion for the stage musical “How to Talk Minnesotan.” 

Fifty-two students worked in small groups to complete projects that fit into one of two categories; best tasting 

and exact replica. The results surprised both the professors and Bailly. 

Everything from the Sydney Opera House and Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater to the Great Pyramid of Giza 

and Stonehenge were completed with amazing precision. A telephone, spiral cord included, and the game Jenga 

were exact life-size replicas. Some submissions even added the element of light. Two entries had Christmas lights 

encased within the gelatin. 

The students were surprised by the amount of fun they had during the project. “At first when we got the assign-

ment we were like ‘what is going on? Why are we doing this?’ ” said third-year architecture student Branden 

Kalstad. “But as we got into it, it was really fun and exciting. It brought a lot of creativity out in all of us.”  

NDSU fared well, ranking in the top 100 in several  

categories, in the National Science Foundation’s  

national snapshot of research and development  

statistics for fiscal year 2006, the latest year for which 

statistics are available. 

NDSU ranks 127 out of 640 research universities in  

the United States, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto 

Rico. The ranking is based on total research expen-

ditures reported to the foundation during fiscal 2006. 

NDSU reported $103.8 million in research expenditures. 

When ranked by research and development expendi-

tures among 517 research universities without a medical 

school, NDSU ranks 42. 

In agricultural sciences, NDSU ranks 27 in total expendi-

tures and federally financed research expenditures.

When ranked by research expenditures in social sci-

ences, NDSU ranks 40.

When ranked by federally financed research and devel-

opment expenditures in social sciences, NDSU ranks 25.

In physical sciences, NDSU ranked 70 in total research 

expenditures at colleges and universities during fiscal 

year 2006. In the rankings, the category of physical sci-

ences includes astronomy, chemistry, physics, materials 

sciences and other sciences not elsewhere classified. 

When ranked by federally financed research expendi-

tures for physical sciences, NDSU ranked 60.

In psychology, NDSU ranks 84 in total expenditures  

and federally financed research expenditures among  

the top 100 universities and colleges.

In chemistry, NDSU ranked 95 in total expenditures  

and federally financed research expenditures among  

the top 100 universities and colleges.

In life sciences, NDSU ranked 113 in research expendi-

tures among more than 600 universities and colleges.

NDSU ranks high in national research and development statistics 

USDA Rural Development State Director Clare 

Carlson announced the award of $99,000 to the NDSU 

Research and Technology Park during a ceremony at 

NDSU on Jan. 30. The USDA Rural Development Rural 

Business Enterprise Grant Program provided funds for 

the award.

The grant will be used to provide technical assistance 

to nurture and assist entrepreneurial activity in estab-

lishing the rural outreach component of the NDSU 

Research and Technology Park’s entrepreneurial 

support program. The incubator serves as a catalyst 

for economic development throughout rural North 

Dakota and northern Minnesota as measured by job 

creation, tax contributions and economic diversifica-

tion. The outcome of this endeavor will be new busi-

ness start-ups, business expansions and creation of 

new jobs in rural areas.

This grant will be combined with the NDSU Research 

and Technology Park funding of $50,000 to further  

the objectives in creating quality jobs in rural areas.  

In fiscal 2007, USDA Rural Development provided 

more than $70.1 million in loan and grant financing  

to North Dakota citizens.

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity  

for rural economic and community development 

needs. It administers financial and technical assis-

tance through a network of state rural development 

offices, various non-profit and educational institu-

tional partners and its national office. 

Further information on these and other rural  

programs is available at www.rurdev.usda.gov.

Research and technology park receives federal grant

Organizers envision great potential for the newly  

created Bio Energy and Product Innovation Center, 

or BioEPIC, at NDSU. The center, approved by the 

State Board of Higher Education on Nov. 15, will iden-

tify and enhance opportunities for expanding North 

Dakota’s role in producing fuel and new products in 

addition to food, feed and fiber. 

The center will be headed by co-directors Ken 

Hellevang, professor of agricultural and biosystems 

engineering, and David Saxowsky, associate professor 

of agribusiness and applied economics.

“The opportunities related to renewable fuels and 

products are huge, and North Dakota is a prime spot 

for that industry to evolve,” said NDSU President 

Joseph A. Chapman. “NDSU has more than 60 faculty 

and staff from about 15 departments and the research 

Extension centers already involved in these efforts. 

The importance of this center is to bring all those  

people together, and coordinate programs and activi-

ties so we can help grow the economy of the state.”

The interdisciplinary center is intended to offer a sin-

gle site within NDSU for targeted research, Extension, 

education and technology transfer related to biomass 

production, harvesting, transportation and conversion 

to bioproducts. 

The center’s objectives are to develop emerging tech-

nologies, coordinate research activities, increase  

process efficiency, energize business and industry invest- 

ment in biomass and bioproducts, stimulate student 

interest and learning, and help revitalize communities.

“North Dakota has had an incredible history with the 

energy and agriculture industries as the backbone of 

the state. What we are looking at here is to have these 

two industries move closer together,” explained D.C. 

Coston, vice president for agriculture and university 

extension. “This opens opportunities that will com-

plement both the existing industries, and it will be a 

marriage that will grow new opportunities.”

North Dakota is the top producer of 14 crops in the 

United States and a major producer of many other 

crops. Some of those major crops, such as wheat, 

canola, soybeans, corn and perennial grasses, are 

expected to play an important role in the expanding 

markets for biomass and bioproducts.

NDSU center created for renewable fuels and products

“the opportUNItIeS relateD to reNewaBle fUelS  
aND proDUctS are hUge, aND North Dakota IS a 
prIme Spot for that INDUStry to eVolVe.”

— NDSU president Joseph a. chapman

Students from the departments of visual arts and 

architecture and landscape architecture at NDSU 

worked with students of culinary arts at Minnesota 

State Community and Technical College to compete 

in an edible model competition called “Food for 

Thought,” March 13.

Groups of three to four students created one edible 

structure. Competition rules stated each piece must 

be able to stay in the lobby for 24-28 hours, and  

must be titled, include an artist statement and an 

ingredient list. There was no size restriction, but  

students had to make sure their models could fit  

on the table provided.

Students participate  
in edible sculpture  
competition
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c l a s s  n o t e s
’50s
Don M. carlson, BS ’56, is a professor emeritus at the 
University of California, Davis. He served as professor of 
biochemistry; head of the biochemistry departments at Purdue 
University, West Lafayette, Ind., from 1975 to 1981 and UC Davis 
from 1985 to 1990; and on committees for the National Institutes 
of Health, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and the American 
Cancer Society. He and his wife, Eunice, life in Dumfries, Va. 

Mitzi (Mallarian) BrunsDale, BS ’59, MS ’61, was 
named a voting member of the National Book Critics Circle, 
a non-profit organization of more than 700 book reviewers 
interested in honoring quality writing through annual awards. 
Brunsdale has written seven published books and more than  
60 scholarly articles. She critiques books for The Strand 
Magazine and Publishers Weekly. She lives in Mayville, N.D.

’60s
roBert Brake, BS ’60, has been teaching in colleges for 
44 years and now lives in Ocean Park, Wash. He earned his 
master’s degree at the University of South Dakota, Vermillion, 
and his doctorate from Michigan State University, East Lansing. 
He has taught at 15 colleges and universities and has published 
200 articles, essays, book chapters and books. He remem-
bers playing in the Gold Star Band and the pit band for Bison 
Brevities and working with Fred Walsh and the Little Country 
Theatre. His recent activities include a stint as a marketing 
consultant, newspaper columnist, small business owner and 
jazz-band performer. 

earl MinDell, BS ’63, was inducted into 
the California Pharmacy Hall of Fame. He is 
the author of the internationally published 
book, “The Vitamin Bible,” which has sold 
more than 13 million copies. He has written 
numerous other best-selling books on nutri-
tion, drugs, vitamins and herbal medicines. 
He also has turned his garage into an  

apothecary shop containing historical items that date back  
to the 1800s. 

Wayne Fingalson, BS ’69, earned Minnesota’s Toward 
Zero Deaths STAR Award for outstanding engineering accom-
plishments in traffic safety. He is Wright County engineer and 
lives in Buffalo, Minn., with his wife, Sue.

ViVian (Burke) HelM, BS ’69 has produced artwork 
that is being featured in the Smithsonian Museum traveling 
exhibit, “Between Fences.” Featured artists for the exhibit 
presented their rendition of the fences of life. Helm’s acrylic 
and oil creation is titled “Freedom isn’t free,” and is adorned 
with a patriotic scene. The retired educator taught art at various 
North Dakota communities, including Riverdale, Beulah and 
Wahpeton. She now substitute-teaches at Hazen (N.D.)  
High School.

’70s
steVe MurDock, BA ’70, was confirmed by the U.S. Senate 
as director of the U.S. Census Bureau. He will provide leader-
ship for the 2010 census. Murdock earned his master’s and 
doctorate from the University of Kentucky. He taught at NDSU 
before joining the faculty of Texas A&M University in 1977. In 
2003, he moved to the University of Texas at San Antonio where 
he served as professor of demographics. He is currently at Rice 
University’s Department of Sociology and also is director of the 
Texas State Data Center. 

Dennis lura, BS ’71, is a quality assurance specialist at 
Aldevron in Fargo. Aldevron provides products and services  
for DNA vaccine and gene therapy researchers.

steVe kunkel, BS ’73, MS ’75, is senior associate dean  
of research at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He joined 
the faculty in 1980 and is an endowed professor of pathology 
research and co-director of the Division of Sponsored Programs, 
Department of Pathology. His teaching and research activities 
center on the cellular and molecular aspects of disease  
mechanisms with an emphasis on the immune system. As 
senior associate dean of research, he will provide direction  
for the school’s research mission, including setting goals for  
developing a major global presence for the medical school’s 
research enterprise. During his career, Kunkel has served on  

30 National Institutes of Health scientific review boards and was 
co-chair of the Board of Scientific Counselors for the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

Merlin linDstroM, BS ’73, PhD ’79, has recently been 
named vice president of research and development for 
ConocoPhillips in Ponca City, Okla. 

Verna (leFor) rasMussen, BS ’74, has been named 
North Dakota’s 2008 Teacher of the Year. Rasmussen is a first-
grade teacher at Westside Elementary School in West Fargo. 
After college, she worked as a 4-H agent for the Cass County 
Extension Service for several years. She earned her elemen-
tary degree in 1991 and worked as a substitute before she was 
hired as an elementary teacher in Fargo and then West Fargo. 
Rasmussen says the greatest accomplishment in her career is 
helping nearly 400 children learn how to read.

Peter iWen, BS ’76, completed the requirements to be 
certified as a Diplomate of the American Board of Medical 
Microbiology. He is the second individual in Nebraska and 
one of 310 individuals worldwide to achieve this certification. 
ABMM certification is a significant component toward meeting 
licensure requirement to direct laboratories engaged in micro-
biological diagnosis of human disease. Iwen earned his master’s 
and doctorate from the University of Nebraska Medical Center, 
Omaha. He is an associate professor of pathology and  
microbiology at UNMC and lives in Omaha with his wife,  
BeVerly (BauMler) iWen, BS ’78. 

Hillol ray, MS ’77, won the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Special 
Achievement Award for 2007 in Dallas. The 
EPA in Dallas previously honored Ray with the 
Bronze Medal for Commendable Service in 
2001 and the award for Excellence in Regional 
Customer Service in 2002. He also has been 
invited to speak at Fulton School in Rockwall, 

Texas, for international week in March. His poem, “Wetlands,” 
was selected for display posters at the Western Wetlands 
Monitoring and Assessment Workgroup workshop in Rapid City, 
S.D. Ray also was recently recognized by the state of Louisiana 
for his professionalism and leadership in an ongoing water 
company case. 

cinDy (leWis) ullanD, BS ’77, has been named executive 
director of FirstLink in Fargo. FirstLink is a service that connects 
people and support resources 24 hours a day. She previously 
worked for the Rape and Abuse Crisis Center, Fargo. 

Benita (sWeeney) WelcH, BS ’77, MS ’80, was 
promoted to chief of pharmacy at the Minneapolis VA  
Medical Center. 

scott M. WilliaMson, AS ’77, BUS ’81, completed 25 
years of service as a certified registered nurse anesthetist with 
The Permanente Medical Group in Vallejo, Calif. He and his 
wife, Dai-Hsia, live in American Canyon, Calif. 

roBert allen, BS ’79, was named assistant district 
engineer with the North Dakota Department of Transportation, 
Minot district. He previously was engineering team leader. 

Brian carlisle, BS ’79, joined the Casselton, N.D., branch 
of Bremer Bank as an agriculture and business banker. He 
focuses on the financial needs of the region’s farmers, ranchers 
and mainstream business owners. 

steVe Jorissen, BS ’79, is a program manager with 
Phoenix International, Fargo. He previously was general 
manager at Vansco Electronics, Valley City, N.D.

keVin korsMo, BS ’79, was appointed to the Washington 
state Court of Appeals, Division III. Korsmo began his legal 
career at a private law firm, moved to the Snohomish County 
prosecutor’s office in 1984, and has been with Spokane County 
since 1990. He was most recently senior deputy Spokane  
County prosecutor. 

’80s
JiM reDDing, BS ’80, has been named Minot (N.D.) District 
engineer by the North Dakota Department of Transportation. 
Redding has been employed with the state DOT since 1979  
and has served as assistant district engineer in Minot and 
Williston, N.D.

greg slotten, BS ’80, is market president of the Slayton, 
Minn., office of United Prairie Bank. He has been in agricul-
tural lending for 27 years, commercial lending for 15 years and 
management for 12 years. 

g. scott glaeseMann, BS ’81, has been appointed a 
Corning Inc. Research Fellow. The appointment recognizes 
Glaesemann’s ability to perform independent, innovative 
research work of high quality, which has resulted in significant 
contributions to Corning. Glaesemann earned a doctorate in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Massachusetts  
at Amherst. He joined Corning in 1986.

rick steckler, BS ’82, has joined State Bank and Trust 
in Wahpeton, N.D., as president. He has 25 years of banking 
experience in the Wahpeton-Breckenridge communities. 
He and his wife, Millie, and their three children live in 
Breckenridge, Minn.

eMily (PeDerson) larson, BS ’83, is the dietary 
manager at the Good Samaritan Center in Battle Lake, Minn.

Patrick Martin, BS ’83, has been promoted to the rank 
of brigadier general with the North Dakota National Guard 
based in Bismarck. He will continue to serve as the chief of joint 
staff and as assistant adjutant general for air at the Joint Force 
Headquarters in Bismarck. He began his military career in  
1974 when he enlisted in the Navy, serving for five years.

sHeryl (Bailey) Horner, BS ’84, is a senior software 
specialist in the telecom solutions division at National 
Information Solutions Cooperative in Mandan, N.D. 

steVe HoWey, BS ’84, MS’ 86, works at the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency in Marshall, Minn. 

ericH knaPP, BS ’84, was named 2007 Opera Educator of  
the Year by Opera America. Knapp was honored for his efforts  
to bring the Minneapolis Opera to the rural community of 
Sebeka, Minn. For the past five years, the opera has traveled  
to Sebeka to work with community members and students  
while producing abridged versions of popular operas. At the 
end of each residency, Knapp brought students to the Ordway 
Center in St. Paul to see a full production of the opera by a 
professional company.

Mike WeisenBerger, BS ’84, was elected chairman of  
the North Dakota Implement Dealers Association. He has been 
a member of NDIDA board of directors since 2000. He is presi-
dent of Reiten & Young International, Inc. in Grand Forks, N.D. 
The NDIDA, headquartered in Fargo, is the statewide trade 
association for approximately 125 major line and shortline farm 
equipment dealers. 

Brent BerglanD, BS ’85, was appointed director of 
engineering and construction at Outland Renewable Energy in 
Canby, Minn., a firm focused on developing, owning, operating 
and maintaining commercial renewable energy projects in 
partnership with landowners, rural communities and munici-
palities. Bergland will oversee all aspects of construction to 
ensure projects are delivered safely, on time and on budget.

kenton carlson, BS ’86, is an ag loan officer for 
Dakota West Credit Union, which has offices in Washburn, 
Turtle Lake and Riverdale, N.D. He and his wife, Marnie 
(JosePHson), AS ’95, and their three children live in the 
Baldwin area.

greg rick, BS ’87, owns Rick Electric, Inc., which received 
the 2007 First Place Safety Award for the Associate Division from 
the Associated General Contractors of North Dakota. The award 
honors companies that demonstrate the best company safety 
culture and performance. Rick Electric is located in Moorhead. 

Daren BeruBe, BS ’88, is a mortgage banker for Vergas 
State Bank. He and his wife, Jennifer and three children live in 
Pelican Rapids, Minn. 

tiM DuFault, BS ’88, completed the Minnesota Ag and Rural 
Leadership Program in 2006. 

steVe irsFelD, BS ’88, is co-owner of Irsfeld Pharmacy 
in Dickinson, N.D., along with his father, JiM, BS ’62. They 
recently celebrated 25 years of business. Steve joined his father’s 
business in 1996. 

Mark WilliaMson, BS ’88, has been promoted to contract 
administrator in the procurement department at Minnkota 
Power Cooperative, Grand Forks, N.D. He has been with 
Minnkota since June 2007.

Bison connection combines student services
NDSU students, faculty, staff, legislators, city officials, members of the State Board of Higher Education and represen-

tatives from the Fargo-Moorhead Chamber of Commerce gathered for the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Bison 

Connection Service Center on Jan. 30.

The Bison Connection combines services of Registration and Records, Student Financial Services and Customer 

Account Services to better serve NDSU students. Services available to students include adding or dropping classes, 

printing schedules and unofficial transcripts, filing financial aid information and managing student accounts. 

According to Prakash Mathew, vice president for student affairs, students previously were visiting a number of loca-

tions on campus to get these things done. 

Located on the main floor of the Memorial Union, the Bison Connection also offers self-service kiosks and expanded 

hours to accommodate students’ schedules. “At NDSU, we always take pride in customer services,” said Mathew. 

Students also can access the Bison Connection at www.ndsu.edu/bisonconnection if they are unable to make  

it to the Memorial Union location. 

When Lou Richardson’s family conversations around the dinner table got contentious or boring, her way of defusing 

and changing the topic was to abruptly ask, “How’s your rhubarb?” This question became the title of an award- 

winning cookbook years in the making.

Richardson, who taught journalism for 27 years in the NDSU Department of Communication, had collected recipes 

for 50 years. She first compiled the recipes in the mid 1990s as a Christmas gift for her children and relatives. Along 

with the recipes were short anecdotes about the history and memorable times with each particular dish. The intro-

duction to the cookbook also details her family history growing up in South Dakota. 

When her hometown of Cresbard, S.D., was planning for its centennial in 2006, she decided to prepare the cookbook 

for a larger audience.

The Ree Heights Institute for Regional Studies and Cultural Enrichment Press, owned by her husband, Jerry,  

published the cookbook. “How’s Your Rhubarb? Recipes and Memories” won first place in the cookbook division  

of the National Federation of Press Women.

Copies are available at the VIP Room in Fargo, where Richardson still cooks for her son and restaurant owner, Gordon. 

professor emeritus publishes cookbook

Former NDSU Extension Service Director Myron D. 

Johnsrud has been inducted into the 2007 National 4-H 

Hall of Fame. Johnsrud is the third North Dakotan  

ever to receive this honor, which recognizes lifetime 

achievements and contributions to 4-H. 

The Watford City, N.D., native earned a bachelor’s 

degree from NDSU in agricultural mechanics in 1957. 

He was an assistant Extension agent in Williams County, 

North Dakota, before earning master’s and doctoral 

degrees at the University of Wisconsin. He returned to 

NDSU as director of program and staff development for 

the Extension Service. 

In 1971, he went to Washington, D.C., as coordinator  

of program and staff development for Extension Service 

USDA. He was named associate director of the NDSU 

Extension Service in 1973 and became director the  

following year. 

Johnsrud remained as director until 1986, when he 

returned to Washington as acting administrator for  

the Federal Extension Service for seven years. In 1993,  

he became director of Extension and Outreach of  

the National Association of State Universities and  

Land-Grant Colleges and served on the North Dakota  

4-H Foundation and the National 4-H Council board  

of directors. 

Johnsrud inducted into National 4-H Hall of Fame
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renee senecHal, BS ’02, joined Applied Engineering  
of Fargo as a manufacturing engineer.

HeatHer (connelly) syVerson, BS ’02, was promoted 
to executive producer at KVLY-TV and KXJB-TV in Fargo. She 
has worked as a producer at KXJB for several years. 

JacoB zettel, BS ’02, was promoted to electric superin-
tendent for Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.’s Badlands Region, 
headquartered in Dickinson, N.D. He is responsible for  
operation, construction and maintenance of the electric  
distribution facilities for the Badlands Region, which serves 
about 54,000 customers. 

cHentel (cHristMan) DangeruD, BS ’03, is a new 
physician’s assistant at Bridges Medical Center, Ada, Minn. 
She graduated from Augsburg College in Minneapolis with a 
master’s degree in physician assistant studies. She and husband, 
Kayle, have one daughter.

suzanne DietricH, BS ’03, PharmD ’05, is a pharmacist 
for Hospice of the Red River Valley in Fargo. She was previously 
pharmacist in charge at Prairie Pharmacy, Fargo.

JaMie (siVerson) gegelMan, BS ’03, teaches 
elementary music at Lincoln Elementary and Louis L’Amour 
Elementary schools in the Jamestown (N.D.) Public School 
system. She has taught music in small towns in North Dakota  
for four years. She and her husband, anDreW, BS ’03, and  
son live in Jamestown.

aBBy (saHr) Hanson, BS ’03, is the training database 
analyst for RDO Equipment Company’s field support office in 
Fargo. She has more than five years of education and training 
experience. She previously was employed by Microsoft.

JasMine (WeVley) Mcnellis, BS ’03, is a customer 
care and events coordinator with Spider and Co., Fargo. She 
has more than nine years of hospitality industry experience, 
including hotel management, customer service, reservation 
sales and corporate account management, most recently at  
the Radisson Hotel in Fargo. 

cory oBerlanDer, BS ’03, is territory manager in the 
western Minnesota region for Peterson Farms Seed, Harwood, 
N.D. He spent the last five years as district sales manager in 
southern Wisconsin. He lives in West Fargo.

scott Berg, BS ’04, is a business relationship manager for 
Wells Fargo in Fargo-Moorhead. He joined Wells Fargo in 2005 
and recently was a business banking credit analyst.

Jackie BJornson, BS ’04, is an operations assistant at 
VISIONBank, Fargo. She previously worked for Sunmart Foods. 

MicHael BrekHus, BS ’04, is southern Cass County area 
manager for Peterson Farms Seed, Harwood, N.D. He most 
recently worked as an agronomist in Iowa.

Melissa BunkoWske, BS ’04, opened her new business, 
Enchanted Events by Melissa LLC. in Vergas, Minn. She plans 
events from weddings to corporate dinners. 

JoDi (artz) BuresH, BS ’04, is membership events  
coordinator for the Chamber of Commerce of Fargo Moorhead. 
She previously was director of the NDSU Alumni Center and 
coordinator of the Big Iron Farm Show, West Fargo. 

stePHanie FriDgen, BS ’04, has been hired as a case 
manager for the Moorhead, Minn., branch of Productive 
Alternatives, a non-profit agency that provides employment 
opportunities for individuals with disabilities. 

Joe greer, BS ’04, is client solutions coordinator with 
Vtrenz, Fargo. He most recently worked for Yellow Book USA.

Missy (erHarDt) keney, BS ’04, is marketing and public 
relations manager at Alerus Financial, Fargo. She was previously 
Northern Valley retail market manager.

greg litton, BS ’04, is a trust officer with BankWest 
Financial in Pierre, S.D. He previously provided legal services 
at the Hennepin County (Minn.) Family Justice Center and 
pension counseling to seniors through the Upper Midwest 
Pension Rights Project in Minnesota.

kory nogosek, BS ’04, was sworn in as assistant Ransom 
County State’s Attorney in North Dakota. He took his bar exam 
in July.

Hilary (HoFFMan) BalzuM, BS ’05, was promoted to 
assistant property manager at the Danbury office of Goldmark 
Property Management in Fargo. 

tina (lesMeister) BicHler, BAcc ’05, was promoted 
to in-charge accountancies at the Moorhead, Minn., office of 
Fiebiger, Swanson, West & Co.

suzanne DietricH, PharmD ’05, is a pharmacist for 
Hospice of the Red River Valley. Prior to joining Hospice, she 
was the pharmacist in charge at Prairie Pharmacy in Fargo.  
She and her husband, Clay, have two grown children and live  
in Moorhead.

kelly (HoltMan) griFFin, BS ’05, is assistant buyer for 
the knit department at Vanity’s corporate office in Fargo. She 
had been assistant manager of the Fargo Vanity store since 2006.

MattHeW lutz, BS ’05, is a donor recruitment representa-
tive for United Blood Services in Bismarck, N.D. 

HeatHer (FercHo) Metz, BS ’05, was promoted to loan 
processor at Kirkwood Bank and Trust in Bismarck, N.D. 

BranDon VaugHan, BAcc ’05, is chief finance officer  
for Jacob Memorial Hospital Care Center in Elgin, N.D.

kelly Bisek, MBA ’06, is the new manager at Pamida in 
Detroit Lakes, Minn.

Jessica (alFson) goWan, BS ’06, is a contracting and 
licensing specialist for Partners Advantage Insurance Services  
in Fargo. She previously was employed by Custom Mortgage  
and Investments, West Fargo.

kyle HauglanD, BS ’06, is a personal banking officer at 
State Bank and Trust in Fargo. 

Marc knutson, BS ’06, is a client satisfaction specialist  
for BlackRidgeBANK in Fargo. He has more than three years  
of banking experience.

Jacee lunD, BS ’06, was appointed assistant/relief inspector 
in the North Dakota Meat and Poultry Inspection Program. 

MicHael Mclean, BS ’06, MArch ’07, is a project designer 
for JLG Architects. He is working on The Current Apartments in 
Grand Forks, N.D., the Coe College Master plan in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, and the University of North Dakota petroleum  
lab addition. 

teresa oe, BS ’06, is a communication 
specialist at Clearwater Communications 
in Bismarck, N.D. She previously worked 
as communications coordinator for the 
American Hereford Association in Kansas 
City, Mo., and marketing and communica-
tions coordinator for the Anne Carlsen Center 
for Children, Jamestown, N.D. 

neal rearDon, BS ’06, MArch ’07, is a project designer for 
JLG Architects. Before joining JLG Architects, he was an intern 
for Foss Architecture and Interiors.

karin (norDling) scHaeFer, BS ’06, was promoted to 
special programs coordinator for the Minnesota Farm Bureau 
Federation in New Ulm. She will coordinate the Young Farmers 
and Ranchers and Promotion and Education programs. She 
joined the federation in 2006 as the public relations/foundation 
support staff. 

Justin sWanson, BS ’06, is assistant marketing director  
for the University of Maine (Bangor) Athletics. 

JoHn trautMan, BS ’06, is attending the master’s in 
criminal justice program at the University of Northern Texas  
in Denton. 

JoHn Fetzer, BS ’07, now works for Sen. Kent Conrad as a 
legislative correspondent in Washington, D.C. Fetzer caught the 
senator’s attention during his internship in 2006. He will work 
on appropriations, transportation, disaster assistance, Native 
American, housing and banking issues for Conrad. 

erin FletcHer, BS ’07, was named to the custom services 
team at Aldevron in Fargo. She previously worked in the plant 
pathology department at NDSU.

susan gaDDie, BS ’07, is a project interior designer for JLG 
Architects. She lives in Grand Forks, N.D.

leaH geske, BS ’07, was hired as visual specialist for Vanity’s 
corporate office in Fargo. She recently completed an internship 
with Maurices in Duluth, Minn.

aaron isaak, BS ’07, is a contracting and licensing 
specialist for Partners Advantage Insurance Services in Fargo. 
He previously worked for Biolife Plasma Services, Fargo.

kyra koBetsky, BS ’07, has been promoted to assistant 
buyer for wovens, outerwear, sweaters, dresses and swimwear 
for Vanity’s corporate office in Fargo.

Dennis lura, BS ’07, has joined Aldevron, Fargo, as a quality 
assurance specialist. He previously was a data manager in 
quality assurance at PRACS Institute, Fargo. 

Jason MelcHer, BS ’07, is a design engineer for Applied 
Engineering in Fargo. He previously worked for Ingersoll Rand 
Bobcat Co. 

greg olson, BS ’07, has been promoted from marketing 
associate to senior marketing associate with Partners Advantage 
Insurance Services in Fargo, N.D. 

karen Preskey, BS ’07, has been accepted into the Peace 
Corps. Preskey departed for Ethiopia in October to begin 
pre-service training as a community HIV/AIDS awareness and 
education volunteer. Upon graduation from volunteer training, 
she will collaborate with a hospital and rural health clinics to 
support outreach programs that emphasize AIDS prevention 
and treatment. During her first three months of service, Preskey 
lived with a host family in Ethiopia to become fully immersed in 
the country’s culture. Her Ethiopian service will last two years. 

ann (HoWarD) ruPPrecHt, BS ’07, was hired as fit and 
production assistant at Vanity’s corporate office in Fargo. She 
previously worked in Fargo at Wedding Elegance, Trollwood 
Performing Arts and the NDSU Little Country Theatre.

Darren scHMiDt, BAcc ’07, joined the audit department  
of Widmer Roel, a public accounting and business advisory firm 
in Fargo.

Jason scHWarz, MEd ’07, is the new head girls’ basketball 
coach for the Kenmare (N.D.) Honkers. In the spring, he’ll coach 
a junior-varsity baseball team at Minot (N.D.) High School. He 
also teaches physical education and driver’s education at the 
Souris River Campus, an alternative high school in Minot.

Paul k. JoHnson, MEd ’89, has been named North Dakota 
Superintendent of the Year by the North Dakota Association of 
School Administrators. Johnson, who is superintendent of the 
Bismarck (N.D.) Public School District, was chosen because of 
his leadership style and commitment to academic achievement. 
Johnson was a superintendent in Valley City, N.D., and  
an elementary principal in St. Paul, Minn., before coming to  
the Bismarck district in 2001. 

Brian sorenson, MS ’89, is the new director of the 
Northern Crops Institute in Fargo. He had been its technical 
director for the past six years and an NDSU Extension Service 
wheat quality specialist since 2000. He has more than 18 years of 
experience in food product and process development. Sorenson 
is an expert in the quality and utilization of U.S. durum and hard 
red spring wheat as well as pasta production and quality. 

grant Wentz, BS ’89, has been named community 
banking president for Wells Fargo in Thief River Falls, Minn.  
He has been with Wells Fargo for 18 years, most recently as 
senior ag industry specialist. 

’90s
Julie (scHatz) leVorsen, BS ’90, bought Edward 
Grunett’s accounting firm in Elgin, N.D. She has worked there 
since her high school years. The name of the business is now 
Levorsen Accounting and Tax, PC. 

Jerry nuss, BS ’90, is audit manager/utility for the internal 
audit department of Otter Tail Corp. He is based in Fergus Falls, 
Minn. Nuss previously was a senior business analyst for the 
subsidiary of MDU Resources in Bismarck, N.D.

Peter rotonDo, BArch ’90, has joined RA Architect 
Studios LLC in Duluth, Minn. 

keVin sWanson, BS ’91, is now corporate interior designer 
for Emeritus Senior Living where he creates new interiors for 
their existing 280 buildings across the country as well as new 
developments and acquisitions. He has worked for Emeritus  
for five years. He and his partner, Billy, live in Seattle. 

MicHael FollMan, BS ’92, is a risk management program 
administrator for Western Finance and Lease, Devils Lake, N.D. 
He was recently a self-employed farmer and manufacturing 
engineer at Sioux Manufacturing. He and his wife and three 
children live in rural York, N.D. 

Melissa M. WolF-tVeito, BS ’92, accepted a position 
with the Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock Public School in Hazelton, 
N.D., as a specific learning disability teacher for kindergarten 
through 12th grade. She also received a Traineeship Award from 
the Department of Public Instruction in September for learning 
disability credential course work. 

Darrin JoHnson, MA ’93, joined Tastefully Simple in 
Alexandria, Minn., as vice president of sales. He previously 
worked for Mead Johnson Nutritionals for 17 years in various 
roles. He and his wife, Michelle, and their three children will  
be relocating from Evansville, Ind., to the Alexandria area.

Don larsen, BArch ’93, received his architecture license  
in June and was named associate of Stanius Johnson Architects 
in St. Cloud, Minn., in October. He and his wife, Kim, live in  
St. Joseph, Minn. 

ricHarD naruM, BS ’93, joined Applied Engineering as  
a design-CAD systems engineer in Bismarck, N.D.

Brett WittMayer, BS ’93, has taken the position of lean 
manufacturing lead at Tecton Products in Fargo. 

tHane Berg, BS ’94, is ag/business banker at American 
Federal in East Grand Forks, Minn. He has 16 years of experi-
ence in agricultural and commercial lending in southeastern 
North Dakota, the Red River Valley and northwestern 
Minnesota. Thane and his wife, Janelle, and their three  
children live in East Grand Forks.

larry lauDon, BS ’94, is the new clinic manager for River 
View Health. He oversees the operations of all six River View 
Clinics located in Crookston, East Grand Forks, Fertile and Red 
Lake Falls, Minn. He was previously CEO of Clearwater Health 
Service in Bagley, Minn.

roB PloyHart, BS ’94, has been named associate editor 
of the Journal of Applied Psychology, one of the top outlets for 
scholarly research in the management field. Ployhart’s term  
will last six years. Previously he was a full-time member of the  
editorial boards of six journals, a reviewer for the National 
Science Foundation and an invited editor for the journals 
Organizational Research Methods and Organizational Behavior 
and Human Decision Processes. Ployhart is an associate 
professor in the Management Department and Moore Research 
Fellow at the Moore School of Business, Columbia, S.C. 

Holly (o’Dea) rieger, BArch ’94, is a residential designer 
for Contemporary Builders, Fargo. She has more than 14 years  
of experience in the industry.

MicHelle (Patzer) sWanson, BS ’94, is corporate 
controller for the Marcil Group, a Fargo-based real estate 
operating company. 

sHane Balken, BS ’95, MS ’07, opened Ole and Lena’s 
Pizzeria in a 120-year-old building he renovated in Rothsay, 
Minn., in October. He spent the prior 12 years on active Air 
Force duty as a public affairs officer. 

reV. JeFF lange, BS ’95, is a Baptist minister who is doing 
mission work in Thailand. He has helped organize the Nam 
Khao Baptist Church for families of a Lao Hmong refugee camp 
in north central Thailand. He also helped start a foundation that 
established a school to educate refugee children. He and wife 
Theresa Ann have two children, Jonathan and Grace.

Paul HruBy, BS ’96, has accepted an associate position 
with The Bank of New York Mellon after earning his MBA from 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. He interacts with 
institutional investors dealing in international equities in the 
capacity of buyside liaison officer. He lives in New York City.

traie (kuMara) Dockter, MA ’98, is director of 
marketing at the Ralph Engelstad Arena in Grand Forks, N.D. 
She serves as treasurer of the North Dakota Women’s Network 
and is on the board of directors of the North Valley Arts Council. 

zacHary Herness, BS ’98, earned a master’s degree in 
business administration from the University of Minnesota’s 
Carlson School of Management in Minneapolis. He works 
for SPS Commerce in downtown Minneapolis as a product 
manager. Zac and his wife, cari (JoHnson), BS ’98, have 
one son and live in Plymouth, Minn. 

roger tHeis, BS ’98, is an associate at Coe 
& Van Loo Consultants, Inc., in Phoenix. He 
has more than nine years of land development 
experience in residential and commercial 
projects and manages projects from feasibility 
and conceptual design through the construc-
tion process. 

anDreW Witter, BS ’98, is the new assistant county 
highway engineer for Anoka County in Minnesota. He has been 
with the county highway department since 2000, most recently 
as engineering program engineer. He and his wife, Jennifer, and 
their two children live in Anoka County.

roBert aHo, BS ’99, is president and principal architect 
of RA Architect Studios LLC in Duluth, Minn. The firm focuses 
on sustainability, regional/culturally specific architecture and 
organic design both commercial and residential. He and his 
wife, lori (olson), BS ’83, live in Duluth. 

saraH (Peyerl) BurcHill, BS ’99, has joined Keller 
Williams Roers Realty Market Center, Fargo. She has a 
background in industrial engineering and management.

greg gooDMan, BS ’99, has been promoted to chief credit 
officer with Choice Financial. He is responsible for credit quality 
and administration for all 11 North Dakota Choice Financial 
locations. He and his family live in Langdon, N.D.

cinDy (kartenson) lura, BUS ’99, is an account 
technician for the Information Technology Division and 
Information Technology Services at North Dakota  
State University.

Brent MaJkrzak, BS ’99, is vice president of global sales 
and marketing at MagTec Energy, Fargo.

stacey (Bakke) MaJkrzak, BS ’99, is a marketing 
manager and communication specialist for United Blood 
Services of North Dakota.

JeB oeHlke, BS ’99, is vice president of governmental affairs 
for the North Dakota Chamber of Commerce. His legislative and 
legal experience includes working as staff assistant to the Senate 
Majority Leader for the 2007 North Dakota Legislative Assembly. 
He earned his law degree from the University of North Dakota 
in 2004.

Dan PHilliPs, BS ’99, is a commercial and agricultural 
lender for Home State Bank, Willmar, Minn. He and his wife, 
Wendy, live in Willmar.

BrenDa (DockenDorF) WylanD, 
BS ’99, is the Technology Incubator manager 
at the NDSU Research and Technology Park. 
She will collaborate with incubator tenants 
and business leaders to further establish 
the incubator as a premier resource for 
technology entrepreneurship in North 
Dakota. Prior to joining NDSU, she was 

economic development director for the South Eastern Council 
of Governments in Sioux Falls, S.D. She also assisted with the 
creation of two new non-profit organizations that provide finan-
cial products and services to small and expanding businesses. 

’00s
ryan BoHnsack, BS ’00, MBA ’06, is Community Banking 
president for Wells Fargo in Hillsboro. He has management 
responsibility for Wells Fargo Community Banking in Hillsboro 
and Casselton, N.D.

stacy (seeBerg) HigH, BS ’00, has started a children’s 
clothing line called Apple Creek Designs. It can be found online 
at www.applecreek.etsy.com. She lives in Bismarck, N.D., with 
her three children. 

MarDy DaHl, BS ’01, is Northwest North Dakota territory 
manager for Peterson Farms Seed, Harwood, N.D. He previously 
worked in agronomy retail sales. He lives in Valley City, N.D.

Melissa (eck) graFtaas, BArch ’01, has opened 
Architecture Advantage with business partner Raymond 
Blesener in Duluth, Minn. Graftaas is a registered architect 
in Minnesota, North Dakota, Wisconsin, North Carolina and 
Wyoming. She is president of the Northern Minn. Chapter of the 
AIA, president of the Minn. Council of SARA, national director 
of SARA and editor of SARAScope. She and her husband and 
daughter live in Carlton, Minn. 

laura JoHnson, BS ’01, is an account manager with 
Vtrenz, Fargo. She most recently worked for Food Services  
of  America.

nicole reak, BS ’01, is senior account manager with  
Vtrenz, Fargo. She previously worked for Carrier Access Corp.  
of Boulder, Colo.

MicHael scHnell, BS ’01, has joined the sales and 
marketing team at MLT Group Advertising and Marketing, 
Rochester, Minn. He will work with clients to develop custom-
ized advertising and marketing plans. He also will head the  
MLT Group Politics and Public Policy Division where he will 
focus on marketing for political and public policy campaigns. 
Schnell previously worked on John Hoeven’s gubernatorial 
campaign in North Dakota and managed a small business in 
Rochester, Minn. 

kari (kringlie) WeHri, BS ’01, along with her brother 
and parents, bought the Speedway Restaurant in West Fargo. 
They acquired the restaurant, bar and Speedway Event Center 
from West Fargo Speedway Incorporated. Wehri will co-manage 
the restaurant. 

HeiDi Brenna, BS ’02, BArch ’02, is a project manager for 
JLG Architects. She previously worked for Schoen Associcates on 
projects such as the Elite Brownstones in Grand Forks, N.D. She 
is a member of the Greater Grand Forks Young Professionals.

tonaH DickHaus, BS ’02, was awarded the North Dakota 
Veterinary Technician Association of the Year Award 2007. She 
is a licensed technician and has worked at Casselton Veterinary 
Service, Inc. the past five years. She and her husband and son 
live in Moorhead, Minn.

JenniFer JoHnson, BS ’02, is a general assign-
ment reporter at the Daily News in Wahpeton, N.D., and 
Breckenridge, Minn. She previously spent 16 months in Prague, 
Czech Republic, teaching English and copy editing for the 
Prague Daily Monitor.

key: AS-Associate Degree, BA-Bachelor of Art, BAcc-Bachelor of Accountancy, BArch-Bachelor of Architecture, BLA-Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, BS-Bachelor of Science, BSN-Bachelor of Science in Nursing, BUS-Bachelor of University Studies,  

EdSpec-Education Specialist, FS-Former Student, HD-Honorary Doctorate, MA-Master of Arts, MBA-Master of Business Administration, MEd-Master of Education, MS-Master of Science, PharmD-Doctor of Pharmacy, PhD-Doctor of Philosophy
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elVira Heuer Potter, 89, BS ’41, lived in many places 
throughout her life, including Fargo; Union Town and Oberlin, 
Ohio; Minneapolis; and most recently Albuquerque, N.M. She 
also had a summer lake cottage at Cotton Lake, Minn. She was 
involved in dance activities, Home Extension work, alumni work 
with Alpha Gamma Delta sorority and served as a deacon at 
First Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque. She enjoyed sewing 
clothes for her daughters, needlework and cooking with her 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

HarolD PulJu, 67, BS ’70, was a civil engineer working as  
a supervisor of water distribution for the city of Minneapolis. 

DaViD QuanDt, 61, BS ’71, was the regional manager of 
the Bonar Group and was a realtor with ReMax Unlimited. He 
served in the Army. Quandt lived in Brownsburg, Ind.

gerHarD rogness, 97, BS ’31, worked for the North 
Dakota Highway Department for a short time. He also partnered 
with his brother in working the homestead farm. He served in 
the Navy with the Sea Bees in the Pacific. After his discharge, he 
returned to farming and served as Benson County surveyor. He 
retired from farming and moved to Oregon where he remodeled 
houses and restored automobiles. 

JeWel roningen, 85, BS ’43, played football for NDSU and 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps. He was a livestock marketing 
consultant with Union Stockyard Company, West Fargo, N.D. 
After retirement, he continued to attend all NDSU football 
games, including practices and national games. He lived in 
Fargo with his wife, Grace. 

roBert rose, 84, BS ’48, managed the Morris Boston Rexall 
Drug Store and was a pharmacist and hospital administrator at 
Stevens County Memorial Hospital in Morris, Minn. He served 
in the Army as a medic from 1942 to 1946. After graduation, he 
worked for Countryman Drug in Fergus Falls, Minn. In 1951, 
he moved to Raymond, Minn., where he owned and operated 
Bob’s Rexall Drug until selling the business in 1958 and moving 
to Morris. He served as president for the Morris Senior Citizen 
Center and was a member of the American Legion, VFW and 
AmVets. 

arDa “a.J.” roy Jr., 78, BS ’61, left North Dakota for the 
skies above Texas, devoting most of his career to NASA. The 
Minot, N.D., native joined the Air Force after high school and 
served in the North Dakota Air National Guard while earning his 
degree in civil engineering at NDSU. He joined NASA in its early 
days in 1963 as a space capsule communicator and research 
test pilot. He worked on the Gemini, Apollo and space shuttle 
programs until his retirement in 1998. He retired from the Texas 
Air National Guard as a lieutenant colonel. 

artHur “art” rulon, 74, BS ’55, was 
a veteran of the Army and retired from the 
Army Material Readiness Support Activity at 
the Bluegrass Army Depot, Avon, Ky. He was a 
member and lector at the Cathedral of Christ 
the King. He was an avid fisherman. 

tracy lee sayler, 40, BA ’89, was an 
agricultural communications specialist and columnist. He 
lived in Casselton, N.D., at the time of his death. The Hebron, 
N.D., native was a member of Farmhouse fraternity at NDSU. 
His first job was as a columnist for Farm and Ranch Guide. He 
moved to Red Lake Falls, Minn., where he was employed by the 
Minnesota Wheat Growers. In 1998, he and his family moved 
to Fargo where Sayler was employed by Prairie Agricultural 
Communications. In 2006, he started his own agricultural 
communications company, Thistle Patch Creative Group. He 
also was the author of “Ramblings,” a syndicated column written 
for agricultural publications throughout the Midwest. 

lois (JeFFeris) sHelDon, 89, BS ’41, taught home 
economics in Glyndon, Minn., worked at the Fargo Forum and 
taught in Portland, N.D. After retirement she volunteered at the 
Veterans Hospital in Fargo and received the J.C. Penny Golden 
Rule Award for volunteering. She enjoyed reading, crossword 
puzzles and Scrabble. 

treasure (esser) siMs, 31, BA ’98, ran her own business 
as a research analyst. She lived in East Bethel, Minn., and 
enjoyed writing poetry and children’s books. She enjoyed 
traveling, running, yoga, cooking and riding with the wind in  
her hair. 

Burton sorenson, 71, BS ’61, was the chief engineer 
at the VA Medical Center, Fargo. He was past president of his 
condo association and a former member of the Eagles. He liked 
to walk, play cards and watch football.

Jeanne (Paris) soWinski, 89,  
BS ’40, headed consumer departments for  
the Kroger supermarket chain and later at 
Swift & Co. in Chicago, one of the country’s 
largest meatpacking companies. As director  
of consumer services at Swift from 1955 to 
1980, Sowinski helped develop, test and 
promote products aimed at improving the 

culinary talents of homemakers and professional cooks. She was 
on the team that helped introduce the Butterball turkey hotline. 
She was recognized as a 50-year member of the American 
Association of Family and Consumer Sciences and inducted into 
a hall of fame for home economists. She was a member of the 
NDSU Development Foundation, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Tall Grass Arts Association and local art groups in 
Chicago and Homewood, Ill., where she lived. She married John 
Sowinski in 1973. 

kent toring, 66, BS ’65, was a business manager for Amoco 
Oil Co. in Wood River, Ill., retiring in 1994. He loved to fish, golf 
and play cards.

gloria tossett, 81, MS ’72, worked in education 
throughout her life. She taught at Lake Washington Consolidated 
School south of Warwick, N.D., and Logan Center Consolidated 
School near Northwood, N.D. She also taught in Jamestown 
and Devils Lake, N.D., and Detroit Lakes, Minn. After earning 
her master’s degree in education administration, she was 
superintendent at the Balfour, Flaxton and Buchanan Schools 
in North Dakota and was county coordinator for the 16 schools 
in Harding County, S.D. She was Title VII director of bilingual 
education and curriculum at Trenton, N.D., where she also 
taught music and art. She was a grand representative and 
60-year member of the Order of Eastern Star.

rayMonD Volk, 83, BS ’50, worked for the Unites States Soil 
Conservation Service and the North Dakota Farm Bureau. He 
and his wife, Lucille, owned and operated Richland Fertilizer 
Co. at Colfax, N.D., where he also served as mayor. They retired 
in 1979 and moved to Las Vegas. He later moved to Fargo and 
was a Team Maker and enjoyed attending Bison football games. 

o B i t u a r i e s
Mary Jean (Mason) altHaus, 92, BS ’39, taught 
home economics in Minnesota and second grade in California. 
After retiring she taught porcelain doll making, woodcarving 
and ceramics in the Mt. Diablo Adult Education District in 
California. She and her husband founded the Golden Gate 
Gordon Setters Club. 

Miles “Mike” arMan, 75, BS ’60, served in the U.S. Navy 
during the Korean Police Action. He worked for Collins Radio, 
Control Data Corp., Wisconsin Public Utilities Commission  
and the State of Iowa. He lived in Minneapolis at the time of  
his death.

ricHarD Baron, 86, FS ’41, flew in the Civil Air Patrol, 
Army Air Force and the Air Force Reserve. He opened an 
airfield between Mandan and Bismarck, was a flight instructor, 
put on air shows and did charter flying. He later worked for a 
distributing company flying across the United States, Canada 
and Mexico. He retired as a lieutenant colonel after 39 years of 
active and reserve service. Together with his wife, Marianne, he 
opened Men’s Mart Inc. in Mandan, N.D., and Marianne’s Ltd. 
ladies apparel stores in Mandan and Bismarck. He served on the 
Morton County Park Board for 35 years. 

Bart BartHoloMeW, 60, BS ’75, was a veteran, coach 
and teacher. He served in the U.S. Navy and was a member of 
the Air National Guard’s Happy Hooligans in Fargo. He began 
his teaching career at Brixner Junior High in Klamath Falls, Ore., 
in 1976. He also enjoyed coaching football, basketball, baseball 
and track, and brought one of his teams to a state champion-
ship in 1997. He retired in 2004, but continued attending local 
sporting events. He belonged to the American Legion Post 84 
for 30 years and was a former member of the Malin (Ore.) City 
Council, Chamber of Commerce and fire department.

MelVin J. Berg, 91, BS ’42, was chief of business develop-
ment for the Farmers Home Administration in Bismarck. After 
graduation, he was inducted into the Army. He went through 
officer’s candidate school and eventually became captain. After 
World War II, Berg became a county agent in Renville County. 
He then worked for the Extension service in Fargo and sold life 
insurance. Later, he moved his family to Bismarck, N.D., where 
he began his FHA post. After retirement, he became a deacon in 
the Bismarck Diocese, which included serving as a chaplain at 
St. Alexius Hospital, Bismarck. He was active in his community, 
serving on the Fargo Zoning and Planning Commission and the 
Advisory Board to the City of Fargo Council.

otto laWrence BernHoFt, 92, ME ’52, served 40 
years in teaching and administration in the Fargo Public 
School System. Throughout his career, he taught chemistry and 
functioned in the roles of dean of boys, vice-principal, principal, 
assistant superintendent and director of personnel. He was 
instrumental in lobbying for and securing retirement benefits 
for the North Dakota retired teachers and served in many 
leadership roles including president of the North Dakota State 
Retired Teachers Association.

kelly M. BlooMQuist, 30, BS ’00, was an account repre-
sentative in volume sales at Digi-Key in Thief River Falls, Minn. 

gregory J. carroll, 48, BArch ’82, was owner of Xerxes 
Architects Inc. He was in charge of all phases of the design 
process – schematic design through construction administra-
tion. He lived in Minneapolis. 

le roy carter, 87, BS ’42, was a registered pharmacist 
for more than 50 years and lived in Everett, Wash. His first 
pharmacy was Carter’s Drug Store where he and his wife, 
Marilyn, worked long hours to establish their business. He 
opened several other pharmacies over time. He was both presi-
dent and treasurer of the Washington State Pharmaceutical 
Association and received the prestigious Bowl of Hygea Award. 
He was also a charter member of the North Everett Lions Club 
as well as a board member of the Snohomish County Council  
of Camp Fire Girls and the Mount Baker Council of Boy Scouts 
of America. He retired in 1988 to travel, fish and spend time  
with his grandchildren. 

Paul t. crary, 75, BS ’57, MS ’59, was a lawyer, judge, 
conservationist and veteran. After high school, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps, serving his country in the 
Korean War. He later earned a Juris Doctor of Law from the 
University of North Dakota, Grand Forks. He was an accom-
plished writer, publishing articles in several journals. He also 
was the first North Dakotan to be named the “National Forest 
Conservationist of the Year” for his work saving trees in the 
Pembina Gorge. He served as Pembina county judge from 1970 
to 1982 and also was the Walhalla, N.D., city attorney. Crary 
practiced law until his retirement.

JoHn croMB Jr., 90, BS ’39, was hired in 
1951 as technical director for Harrison Paint 
Corporation in Canton, Ohio. He spent 33 
years with the company, retiring as vice presi-
dent of operations in 1984. Prior to working at 
Harrison Paint Co., Cromb was called to active 
duty as a lieutenant in the Army, attached to 
the Air Force in 1941, and retired in 1946 as 

a major. He served 32 months in the Caribbean theater and 24 
months in the Pacific theater during World War II. He was also 
chief chemist at Marietta Paint and Color Company, Marietta, 
Ohio, for seven years after graduation. 

keMBel “BuD” DaHl, 80, MS ’60, served in the Navy during 
World War II and the Army during the Korean War. He taught 
art and history at Oriska, N.D., and worked in education as an 
administrator in various locations. He was a bar owner in Beach, 
N.D., until 1983. He spent his later years visiting friends, hunting 
and fishing.

roBert DaWson, 83, BS ’49, was president and chairman 
of the board of Dawson Insurance Agency in Fargo. While in 
college, Dawson enlisted in the Army and served in the Pacific 
during World War II. After returning home, he completed 
his education. He then joined his dad and brother in the 
family businesses, Dawson Insurance Agency and Dawson 
Hail Insurance Co. For 30 years, he also served on the board 
of Hunter (N.D.) State Bank. Dawson was a member of the 
board of trustees of the NDSU Development Foundation and 
was a past president. He received many awards from his alma 
mater, including Honored Alumnus, Alumni Achievement 
Award, NDSU Development Foundation Service Award and an 
honorary doctorate. He was a member of Sigma Chi fraternity.

Frank DeiBler, 77, BS ’58, spent 30 years in the implement 
business – 10 as an employee of John Deere Company and 20 as 
owner/operator of the John Deere dealership in Garrison, N.D. 
He followed his implement career by working in insurance and 
real estate. He enjoyed travel, reading, hunting and fishing. He 
served in the Navy during the Korean War.

alan Deraney, 55, BA ’77, was a captain in the Grand  
Forks (N.D.) Fire Department. He was an avid outdoorsman  
and enjoyed hunting with his son and friends. He was a member 
of the Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie No. 350 of East Grand 
Forks, Minn.

carl eloFson, 75, BS ’55, earned his Juris Doctorate from 
the University of North Dakota and first worked for Western 
Adjustment in Grand Forks, N.D., and in Joliet, Ill. In 1960, he 
returned to Fargo, where he was a staff attorney for the Veterans 
Administration. He celebrated 50 years of service as a lawyer 
in 2006. He opened his own law firm after retiring from federal 
government service. He was a Boy Scout leader, active in his 
church and a member of the Shiloh Masonic Lodge, York Rite 
and Shrine. 

Helen (BeaucHaMP) enloW, 80, BS ’48, enjoyed 
genealogy and was a member of Guardian Ad Litem in North 
Carolina. She was an avid reader and bridge player. She lived  
in Hudson, Ohio. 

eleanor eVanson, 96, BS ’34, worked as administra-
tive assistant to the Dean of Students at NDSU for 40 years. She 
was named an honored alum in 1977. In 2006, she received her 
75-year pin from Gamma Phi Beta sorority. 

Mary BetH (leWis) gorDer, 89, BS ’40, made her home 
in Grafton, N.D., with her husband, John, after World War II. 
During his time in the service, she taught in Wahpeton, N.D., for 
three years. She was a member of the Grafton Lutheran Church 
and their WELCA, PEO Sisterhood, Lutheran Sunset Home 
Auxiliary and the Eastern Star where she was a past matron.

roBert HerManson, 76, BS ’57, began 
a military career with the Army and retired 
31 years later as a colonel in the Air Force. He 
flew more than 300 close air support missions 
for ground troops in the F-100 Super Sabre out 
of Tuy Hoa, South Vietnam. He served a three-
year tour at Hahn Air Base Germany as chief 
of security police, squadron commander and 

base commander. He settled in San Antonio, Texas, and worked 
in management at VIA Metropolitan Transit. His interests 
included bowling, fishing, golfing, hunting and playing bridge. 

Duane irVine, 75, BS ’54, was a pharmacist for several large 
chains and, at one time, owned his own pharmacy while in 
Minnesota. He served in the Air Force and attained the rank of 
captain. He lived in Oakwood, Texas, with his wife, Beverly. 

larry krieger, 48, BS ’81, was a county Extension agent in 
Minot, N.D. Later, he had a series of jobs and travel experiences 
that took him from off-shore oil rigs in the Texas Gulf, the oil 
fields of western North Dakota, a gold mine in Nevada, a buffalo 
ranch in Wyoming, and exploring in Alaska. Most recently, he 
was a massage therapist in Tioga and Williston, N.D. He was a 
member of Farmhouse fraternity. He enjoyed traveling in the 
mountains, playing practical jokes, reading his Bible, country 
swing dancing, gardening, hiking and hunting.

kirk kuPPicH, 53, BUS ’76, worked as a deputy with the 
Cass County (N.D.) Sheriff’s Office for 25 years. He was known 
at work for bringing in cookies and treats. He enjoyed watching 
sporting events with his niece and dinners with his nephew. 

JeWel (galt) linDerMan, 59, BS ’72, worked as an 
office manager for Carrington Livestock Sales and as secretary 
for the Quarter Horse Association for several years. Eleven years 
ago, she bought Rose Garden Floral in Carrington, N.D., where 
she lived.

WilliaM McroBerts, 101, BS ’29, began his career as 
an air traffic controller for PanAm, stationed in Alaska from 
1935-45. He then owned and operated a restaurant named 
“The Hillside” in Detroit Lakes, Minn. In 1971, he retired from 
Gamma Chemical Company in Great Meadows, N.J. He enjoyed 
sailing and won many regatta events in Detroit Lakes. At NDSU, 
he was an excellent ice hockey player who was featured on 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not for stopping the most goal attempts 
with his eye swollen shut. 

lorrie niles, 56, BS ’73, worked in executive housekeeping 
after graduating from NDSU. She took paralegal courses and 
was employed for the past 20 years in the legal profession in the 
Denver area. 

lukas ray olDenBurg, 31, BArch ’00, 
was a landscape architect at BHA Design Inc. 
of Fort Collins, Colo., where he worked for 
eight years following graduation. He enjoyed 
the outdoors through hunting, snowboarding, 
mountain climbing, rock climbing, motor-
cycle riding and golf. His landscape designs 
are throughout the city of Fort Collins and the 

surrounding communities. 

carrolDine kautz olson, 64, BS ’65, taught two years 
in the Minneapolis area before coming to Watford City, N.D. 
to teach German in 1967. She was active in the Wilmington 
Lutheran Church, her sons’ scouting programs, bridge club, 
Beta Sigma Phi sorority and numerous community activities. 
Her needlepoint was admired at local fairs and in the homes  
of family and friends. 

Dennis o. olson, 65, BS ’64, worked for various fertilizer 
and farm chemical companies throughout his career. Olson 
was a territorial manager for Swift and Co. from 1964 to 1967. 
He lived in various communities while working for companies 
such as J.R. Simplot of Watertown, S.D., and Martrex Inc., of 
Chanhassen, Minn. He owned Valley Feed & Fertilizer for a 
number of years before moving to McMinnville, Ore., in the 
early ’90s. There he worked for Con Agra and Jim Hicks & Co., 
as an independent broker. While at NDSU, he belonged to the 
Co-op House, an agriculture fraternity.

FloyD Patterson, 67, MS ’64, taught in the NDSU 
Department of Electrical Engineering. Throughout his 39-year 
career, he taught digital systems, signal and image processing 
and communications. He loved teaching and received the 
Prime Mover Award from the students during his first year. He 
performed research in image processing and recognition. He 
was a founding member of the Tribal Colleges Collaborative 
Project at Turtle Mountain, for which he received a Star Quilt in 
honor of his work. He loved spending time on the family farm 
during the summer to help his brother with the harvest. Many 
people enjoyed the gifts he shared from his large garden and the 
rosettes he made during the holidays. 

JeFFrey Peterson, 51, BS ’80, farmed full time in Milnor, 
N.D. He served on the Aliceton Township Board, Milnor Rural 
Fire Dept. Board and Farmers Union Oil Board. He was a 
member of Sigma Nu fraternity while at NDSU.

JosePH PFliger, 78, BS ’52, served in the Air Force for 20 
years, retiring in 1971 as a Lt. Colonel. He worked in real estate 
in Nebraska and as a contract project manager at EROS Data 
Center in Sioux Falls, S.D. He retired from Johnson Control 
World Services in 1992. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, traveling 
and sightseeing. 
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NDSU at iowa State football weekend

September 4-5, 2009

It is time to plan for the big 2009 event when the Bison and Cyclones take to the football field. Hotel options 

are limited in Ames, Iowa. The Alumni Association has secured a block of rooms at the Gateway Hotel which  

will be NDSU fan headquarters.

Call now to reserve space. NDSU room block will be available only until July 2008.

Call 1-800-FOR-AMES to request the NDSU Alumni Association room block.  Rate is $139.

Current social plans include:
  •   Friday social at Gateway Hotel

 •   Pre-game – next to Jack Trice Stadium

 •   Post-game party at Gateway Hotel

NDSU vs. ISU updates and game information will be shared electronically through broadcast e-mail.   

To stay informed via e-mail, update your e-mail address by sending it to office@ndsualumni.com.

Sixth annual lake tahoe 
event will be august 16
Bob, ’67, and Sheila Challey invite you to the sixth 

annual NDSU gathering of alumni and friends at  

their home, Stonewood, at Lake Tahoe, Calif., on 

Saturday, Aug. 16. Enjoy great food, conversation, 

music and a spectacular view of the lake. Save the 

date to join NDSU alumni and friends at this fun 

event. For more information and registration, go  

to www.ndsualumni.com or call 800-279-8971 and  

ask for Marilyn.

a l u M n i  a s s o c i a t i o n
w w w . n d s u a l u m n i . C o m

Front row L-R:	Clare	Carlson	’79;	John	Hanson	’79;	Joanne	Cossette	Warner	’70	(chair);	Cyd	Stoelting	Runsvold	’77	(president);	Joseph	Chapman	(NDSU	president);	Wayne	
Schluchter	’82;	David	Karges	’70	(emeritus);	Mark	Hubbard	’99;	Second row L-R:	Scott	VandeVoort	(emeritus)	’80;	Greg	Hagfors	’85;	Gwen	Merrigan	Howe	’78	(emeritus);	Stacey	
Ackerman	’94;	Fred	Paavola	’70;	Kim	Dennis	Timmers	’83;	John	Erickson	’80;	Scott	Heck	’85	(emeritus);	Anthony	Larson	’95;	Third row L-R:	John	Mark	’68;	Dan	Heintzman	’70	
(emeritus);	Mike	Krueger	’71;	Joel	Dick	’67,	’71	and	’76;	Jennifer	Kowalski	Hopkins	’83;	Gerald	Floden	’73;	Fourth row L-R:		Matt	Vukelich	’67;	Michelle	Folstad	Mack	’91;	DeAnn	
Bjornson	’94;	Matt	Puetz	’86;	Not pictured:	Jeff	Bentrim	’89;	Jim	Heyer	’76;	Brad	Swenson	’89;	Clara	Presser	(student	body	vice	president);	Lisa	Dressler	Manz	’94;	Marcia	Estee	
Strehlow	’78	(secretary/treasurer);	Randy	Schmeling	’78;	Trisha	Riechl	Cyr	’88	and	’92;	Barry	Batcheller	’77	(vice	president);	Don	Morton	(former	administrator)

NDSU alumni association Board of Directors
The Alumni Association Board of Directors consists of 32 members, including 30 alumni, one student representative and the university president. The board represents 

more than 71,000 alumni and friends and sets policy, recognizes outstanding alumni achievements and assists the university with specific goals and objectives. 

NDSU will host a reunion Sept. 5 and 6 for all former 

athletes, cheerleaders, athletic trainers and managers, 

coaches, staff members and athletic administrators 

to commemorate past athletic accomplishments and 

celebrate the future in NCAA Division I. 

Highlights include a celebration social and dinner  

on Friday, and a presidential pre-game social and a 

ribbon cutting ceremony will be held during halftime 

at the football game on Saturday. The ribbon cutting 

ceremony will symbolize the transition from Division II 

to Division I status.  

Ade Sponberg, former athletic director, and Collette 

Folstad, ’62, former athlete and coach, are the honor-

ary reunion co-chairs.

Most reunion communication will be sent via  

e-mail. To ensure you receive notices, update your 

mailing and e-mail addresses either online at  

www.ndsualumni.com (click on Hail the Bison 

Reunion), by e-mail at office@ndsualumni.com,  

or call 800-279-8971 and ask for Lori. Include the 

sport(s) in which you were affiliated while at NDSU 

and note years of participation.

HAIL the
BISON
CELEBRATING ATHLETIC EXCELLENCE

HAIL the
BISON
CELEBRATING ATHLETIC EXCELLENCE

The class of 1958 will be recognized for their 50-year 

graduation anniversary with reunion activities May 

20-22. The classes of 1953 and 1948 also will be  

honored for their 55- and 60-year milestones. All 

NDSU 50+ year graduates also are welcome.

Activities include a social, recognition luncheon with 

President Chapman, campus tour, college receptions, 

and presentation of Fargo’s history by Steve Stark, ’72. 

Invitations are being sent by mail to members from 

the classes of 1948, 1953 and 1958, but all alumni who 

have celebrated their 50-year reunion are welcome. 

Information is available online www.ndsualumni.com 

or call the Alumni Association at 800-279-8971 and 

ask for Beth Roybal.

50 Year Golden 
Reunion set for May

celebrating athletic 
excellence reunion  
will be in September

celebrate 12th annual 
Kennebunkport 
Summer Fest
The 12th annual Kennebunkport Summer Fest will 

take place Saturday, July 26. Dean Tom Riley and  

his family invite you to their home on Kennebunk 

Beach, Maine, for fun, sunshine, fresh lobster and 

camaraderie with family and friends. The event  

begins at noon and will be filled with entertainment 

and lively conversation. Mark your calendar for this 

day of summer fun.

For more information and to register online, visit the 

Kennebunkport page at www.ndsualumni.com or call 

the Alumni Association at 800-279-8971. 

Upcoming events

2008

 Apr. 3 Washington, D.C., social

 Apr. 10 Rochester, Minn., social and  
  dinner – A conversation with  
  President Chapman

 May 14 American Institute of Architects  
  conference, NDSU social, Boston

May  20-22 50 Year Golden Reunion, Fargo

 June 10 North Dakota Tour

 July 26 Kennebunkport lobster bake, 
  Kennebunk, Maine

 Aug. 16 Lake Tahoe event, Lake Tahoe, Calif.

Sept.  5-6 “Hail the Bison” All Athletic Reunion,  
  Fargo

 Sept. 29 - Homecoming 2008 
 Oct. 4 

2009

 Sept. 5 Iowa State events and football game

NDSU city events

Washington, D.c., social 

april 3 •  5 – 7 p.m. • cosmos club

President Joseph Chapman and First Lady Gale Chapman, NDSU Development Foundation trustees,  

and alumni and friends invite you to join them.

Visit www.ndsualumni.com to register. 

Rochester social and dinner – 
a cONVeRSatiON WitH pReSiDeNt cHapMaN

april 10 •  5 – 7 p.m. • Rochester Golf and country club

Join President Chapman and NDSU alumni and friends for Bison camaraderie and news about  

the university. 

Visit www.ndsualumni.com to register. 

Remember when thundar 
gave you a high-five?

        We do.

NDSU event pictures are available online. 

To find a variety of memories available  

for purchase, go to Event Photo Albums  

at www.ndsualumni.com.  

Homecoming 2008 • September 29-October 4

Friday, october 3

11 a.m. Bison Athletic Hall of Fame luncheon
5 p.m. Bison Bidders Bowl preview
5:30 p.m. Alumni Honors social and dinner
7:30 p.m. Blue Key homecoming show and Bison Ambassador coronation
9 p.m. The Party is On – A Bison Bash, open to the public

saturday, october 4

9 a.m. NDSU Alumni Center open house 
10 a.m. Homecoming parade
11 a.m. Bison pep-rally and lunch
1 p.m. NDSU vs. Southern Illinois University football game
5 p.m. 27th annual Bison Bidders Bowl

Check www.ndsualumni.com for a complete schedule of Homecoming 2008 events  
– coming soon!
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Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame Head Coach Amy 

Ruley will move from the sidelines as head coach at 

North Dakota State University into an associate ath-

letic director for development position in the NDSU 

athletics department.

Lynn Dorn, NDSU director of women’s athletics, made 

the announcement at a press conference March 3. 

Ruley will work with Erv Inniger, NDSU senior  

associate for development, who was the Bison  

men’s basketball coach from 1978 to 1992.

“People make the place and NDSU is full of outstand-

ing people. I am honored to be a part of the university 

and the community. I look forward to continuing to 

help us put a quality product on the fields and courts,” 

said Ruley.

“The timing is right for me. I have been blessed with 

outstanding people all around me in my coaching  

and teaching career,” said Ruley, who came to Fargo  

in July 1979.

“I made a commitment to our administration and 

President (Joseph A.) Chapman five years ago to see 

our program through the transition. I feel like it is  

mission accomplished,” she said.

“Now the table is set for the new coach and staff to 

move the program forward in the new direction. I 

know that person will feel like I did when I started 

here 29 years ago and appreciate the opportunity  

to make their mark.” Ruley compiled a career record 

of 670-198, good for a .772 winning percentage.

NDSU’s all-time winningest coach, she was named 

as the head coach on the NCAA Division II Women’s 

Basketball 25th Anniversary team. NDSU’s fourth 

straight NCAA title in 1996 was selected as one of  

the “25 Defining Moments in NCAA History.”

A 1978 graduate of Purdue University, Ruley was 

inducted into the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame 

in June 2004, and the Purdue Intercollegiate Athletics 

Hall of Fame in November 2004. She was a point 

guard for the Boilermakers and scored the program’s 

first basket.

A native of Lowell, Indiana, Ruley was recognized as 

one of the South Shore Sports Legends in Northwest 

Indiana last fall.

“Amy has led the women’s basketball program with 

unfailing professionalism and integrity. She set the 

standard and defined excellence for the sport of  

women’s basketball regionally and nationally,”  

said Dorn.

“Amy created the championship tradition for women’s 

basketball at NDSU and was the springboard for  

the success of many of the other women’s  

sports programs.”

Ruley recorded the 650th win of her career when 

NDSU defeated New Jersey Tech on Feb. 10, 2007.  

At that time, she became the 11th active Division I 

women’s basketball coach to reach that milestone.

Ruley was inducted into the North Dakota Sports Hall 

of Fame in June 2000, and was listed No. 8 on the “50 

Greatest Sports Figures in North Dakota” as selected 

by the staff of Sports Illustrated in January 2000.

The recipient of the inaugural C. Vivian Stringer 

Women’s Coaching Award by the United States  

Sports Academy in 2002, Ruley also has received  

the Fargo Optimist Club’s 2002 Friend of the Youth 

Award for her work with the youth in the Fargo-

Moorhead community.

The 1993 WBCA Division II Coach of the Year,  

Ruley directed the Bison to 25 straight winning  

seasons (1980-05), 20 20-win seasons and 18 NCAA 

playoff berths.

NDSU has made nine NCAA Final Four appearances 

including five national titles in 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995 

and 1996. She coached six Kodak All-Americans 

(six athletes, eight awards), three NCAA National 

Championship Most Outstanding Players (three  

athletes, five awards), four CoSIDA Academic  

All-Americans and one AIAW All-American. The  

Bison also won or shared 10 NCC titles.

Hall of Famer amy Ruley takes new role at NDSU
As part of participating in the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association’s “Think Pink” week, the North Dakota 

State University athletic department raised $3,605.50 for the American Cancer Society and to help in the fight 

against breast cancer. 

The largest contribution came from Amy Ruley, NDSU head women’s basketball coach, and from State Farm 

agent, Jill Henning. Ruley, a breast cancer survivor, agreed to donate $100 for every three-pointer the women’s 

team made against IUPUI Feb. 9. The total ended up being $500. Henning matched the donation.

NDSU participates in think pink week

North Dakota State University forward Lisa Bue was 

selected as The Summit League’s Women’s Basketball 

Player of the Year in voting conducted by the league’s 

10 head coaches, sports information directors and 

selected media members. 

“I could not be more happy for or more proud of Lisa 

in being chosen as the Player of the Year. Her consis-

tency, commitment and production throughout her 

four years and most recently her senior year speak 

volumes,” said Amy Ruley, NDSU head women’s  

basketball coach, who announced prior to the March 

4 game with Centenary that she is moving into an 

athletic administration and fundraising role at the 

university. Ruley compiled a career record of 670-198 

in 29 seasons at the Bison helm including five NCAA 

Division II national championships.

Bue, a 5-foot-10 senior from Austin, Minn., was 

named Player of the Year after finishing third in the 

league in scoring with 16.9 points per game. She 

helped NDSU tie for the second-best record in the 

league at 12-6 and recorded six double-doubles on  

the season. The Bison were 17-11 overall.

In 28 games this season, Bue scored more than 20 

points four times, including a career-high 29-point 

effort on Dec. 30 against Montana State. On Jan. 5,  

she grabbed a career-high 14 rebounds against 

the Golden Grizzlies. The senior surpassed the 

1,000-point plateau on Jan. 7 and finished with  

1,245 on her career for 19th place all-time at NDSU.

lisa Bue named 
Summit league  
player of the year

“amy haS leD the 
womeN’S BaSketBall 
program wIth UNfaIlINg 
profeSSIoNalISm aND 
INtegrIty. She Set the 
StaNDarD aND DefINeD 
excelleNce for the 
Sport of womeN’S 
BaSketBall regIoNally 
aND NatIoNally.” 

  — NDSU Director of women’s athletics lynn Dorn

“I maDe a commItmeNt to 
oUr aDmINIStratIoN aND 

preSIDeNt (JoSeph a.) 
 chapmaN fIVe yearS 

ago to See oUr program 
throUgh the traNSItIoN. 

I feel lIke It IS mISSIoN 
accomplISheD.” 

 — amy ruley


