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Mark Harvey hasn’t been backpacking for 25 years, but the impact of wandering 

around Grand Teton National Park with his parents as a young boy, growing up in  

the back country of Glacier National Park and working his high school summers back 

in Grand Teton are evident in his dedication to wilderness. As a freshman in college 

in 1974, he took his first college history class and fell in love with the discipline.  

In graduate school, his love deepened as he spent days on end in archives studying 

old letters, diaries, journals and newspaper clippings. As he puts it, he married 

his early childhood experiences and his academic interests by specializing in 

environmental history. 

Harvey focuses his research on the history of America’s ever-changing relationship 

with wilderness. The past 20 years have been no exception as wilderness continues 

to be debated - how much wilderness we should have, what role people play in 

changing nature, how important wilderness is within the modern environmental 

movement and how much energy, time and money should go into saving 

wilderness.

“[Wilderness history] is a great window to see changing attitudes,” he says. “It’s 

a great window to see why Americans have fought so tenaciously over how land 

should be used.”

Harvey’s two books, “Wilderness Forever: Howard Zahniser and the Path to the 

Wilderness Act” and “A Symbol of Wilderness: Echo Park and the American 

Conservation Movement” serve as a model of academic analysis and as a testimony 

of his storytelling abilities, wrote William Cronon, editor for the University of 

Washington Press. The Zahniser biography won the Forest History Society’s Charles 

A. Weyerhaeuser Award. “There are few scholars writing in twentieth-century 

American environmental history who have a higher reputation for clear, well 

researched and fair analysis than Mark Harvey,” wrote William Lang, professor at 
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Clean waters, fresh air, untamed lands – for decades Americans and 

people around the world have cherished untouched wilderness as places of 

adventure, emotional and spiritual renewal and for expanding awareness 

of other living beings. But this hasn’t always been so. The wilderness also 

has been a battleground in American culture, race relations, class structure 

and industry. The history of wilderness is inextricably linked with the 

history of the nation’s ever changing relationship to the natural world. 

Dr. Mark Harvey, professor of history, has devoted more than 20 years 

of his career studying wilderness history. What he has learned opens 

windows into how American attitudes toward nature change over time.

The lecture and reception in the Plains 

Room are free and open to the public.
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