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Tour 3 

 

(Virden, Man., Can.) -- Westhope -- Minot -- Washburn -- Bismarck -- Linton -- (Pierre, S. 

Dak.).  US 83.   

Canadian boundary to South Dakota Line, 278.5 m.   

Soo Ry. branch parallels route between Max and Bismarck, N.P. Ry. main line between 

Bismarck and Sterling, N.P. branch roughly parallels between Sterling and Linton,  Milwaukee 

R.R. branch between Linton and Strasburg.   

Graveled roadbed except for about 75 m. bituminous-surfaced.   

Accommodations in principal towns. 

 

South of the Canadian boundary US 83 follows a southwesterly course across the flat fertile bed 

of glacial Lake Souris, over the central Drift Prairie and the hilly upland of the Coteau du Plateau 

du Missouri, crossing the South Dakota Line near the center of the boundary. 

 

Most of the area is diversified dry-farming country, where the emerald blades of young grain in 

summer blend with the green and blue of flax and the verdant stalks of growing corn.  As the 

crops mature the chief tones of the landscape gradually change to amber and gold, until after 

harvest the fields are covered with tawny, violet-shadowed stubble, dotted with the dull taupe of 

Russian thistle.  Along the Mouse River and the Missouri, the timberland is a vivid green in 

summer, and in autumn becomes a fantasy of fall color in which yellows, ochers, scarlets, and 

copper all strive for dominance. 
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US 83 crosses the Canadian border 8 m. S. of Coulter, Man., Canada.  Here is a customhouse. 

 

WESTHOPE, 6 m. (1,508 alt., 521 pop.), is a port of entry to Canada.  It was named by an 

official of a G.N. Ry. town site company, who expected exceptional agricultural prosperity for 

the town.  Far to the L., beyond the level prairie that is the bed of the great prehistoric lake, are 

the blue shadows outlining the Turtle Mountains (see Tour 5). 

 

At 12.5 m. is the junction with ND 5 (see Tour 5), which unites with US 83 to 29.5 m. 

 

MINOT, 66.5 m. (1,560 alt., 16,099 pop.) (see MINOT). 

Points of Interest:  Minot State Teachers College, Roosevelt Park and Zoo. 

 

At 2nd St. and 4th Ave. SW. is the junction with US 2 (see Tour 6) and US 52 (see Tour 7). 

 

South of Minot the route is over level drift prairie, gradually rising to a ridge of hills at 85 m.  

This is the HEIGHT OF LAND, the northern rim of the Plateau du Missouri, which is the 

watershed between the Gulf of Mexico and Hudson Bay, and also marks the farthest advance of 

the last glacier.  In addition to its geologic interest, the elevation commands a view northward 

almost to the Canadian border. 

 

MAX, 96 m. (2,100 alt., 500 pop.), a Russo-German community, was named for the eldest son of 
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an early settler. 

 

At 109 m. is the junction with ND 37 (see Side Tour 3A). 

 

COLEHARBOR, 118 m. (1,900 alt., 153 pop.), derives its name from the unsuccessful attempt 

to make this a river shipping point for lignite coal, which is mined in this vicinity. 

 

UNDERWOOD, 126 m. (2,020 alt., 488 pop.), is the center of a large diversified farming area.  

The railway conductor for whom it was named, in appreciation of the honor, donated a bell to the 

school.  The town has a circulating library, begun by a 72-year-old man, Edward Erickson, who 

bound newspaper and magazine stories into books.  With these he began his collection, and by 

the time of his death in 1932 his work, together with donations, had resulted in a library of 8,000 

volumes, most of them now available to the public at the office of the Underwood News. 

 

WASHBURN, 143 m. (1,731 alt., 753 pop.), McLean County seat, on the eastern bank of the 

Missouri River, is named for Gen. W.D. Washburn of Minneapolis, who was instrumental in its 

development.  One of the earliest Missouri boat landings was established at Washburn, and the 

town was an important trading post in pioneer days.  Where the waterworks stand NW. of the 

city is the SITE OF A SIOUX-ARIKARA BATTLE fought on May 22, 1869; it resulted in the 

death of Swift Runner, young Ree chieftain.  On E. Main St. stands the LOG CABIN OF 

JOSEPH HENRY TAYLOR (open by arrangement; inquire at Leader office), trapper, hunter, 

and author, who built the house near Painted Woods (see Side Tour 3B) in the early 1870's.  He 
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established a woodyard there, and also became the first postmaster of the settlement; the post 

office was a hole cut in the trunk of an oak tree.  Taylor printed his books in his own shop, 

writing the stories as he set the type by hand.  His books include Frontier and Indian Lives and 

Kaleidoscopic Lives, both reflecting the somewhat florid literary style of the time, but 

nevertheless giving a colorful and engrossing picture of the frontier of his day. 

 

Right from W. Main St. in Washburn on a well-marked country road to FORT MANDAN 

STATE PARK, 14 m., site of Fort Mandan on the north bank of the big bend in the Missouri.  

Here the Lewis and Clark expedition spent the winter of 1804-5 with the friendly Mandan 

Indians.  It was here that Sakakawea, or Bird Woman, a young Shoshone Indian girl, joined the 

expedition which she helped to guide to the Pacific (see BISMARCK).  Warring Sioux destroyed 

the buildings of the fort in 1805, and the ever changing river channel has altered the landscape so 

that it is impossible to identify the exact site (see Tour 10).  Near the markers that have been 

erected are the trenches of unidentified expeditions. 

 

At 150.5 m. is the junction with a county dirt road (see Side Tour 3B). 

 

WILTON, 160 m. (2,152 alt., 1,001 pop.), named for Wilton, Maine, is on the McLean-Burleigh 

County line and is the center of a Ukrainian settlement.  These people come from Galicia, a pro-

vince of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire, and found work in the lignite mines which at that 

time were just opening here.  One group arrived in 1897 and a second two years later.  Many old 

customs are preserved, including folk dances performed in picturesque, brightly colored 
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costumes by both old and young people.  The Ukrainians are fond of flowers and their homes 

usually have beautiful gardens, in which they can be seen working in the early hours of summer 

days. 

 

On opposite sides of the highway at the northern end of town are two unusual churches, both 

focal points of the Ukrainian settlement.  SS PETER AND PAUL GREEK CATHOLIC 

CHURCH  (R) has two steeples topped with four church crosses.  It is of the Greco-Slovonic 

branch of the Greek Church.  The RUSSIAN ORTHODOX GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH (L) 

belongs to the Russo-Greek branch; a cruciform building, it has three steeples, each bearing the 

Greek schismatic cross of papal design, symbolizing the Trinity, with the lowest member set 

obliquely to denote that the church does not recognize the authority of the Pope.  Both churches 

use the Julian calendar and have similar services and holidays. 

 

A bird-banding station established in Wilton in 1931 by Mrs. W. H. Gray under the U. S. 

Biological Survey banded 5,805 birds of 86 species in its first five years. 

 

Left from Wilton via Main St. to the second largest LIGNITE STRIP MINE of the Truax-Traer 

Co., 2 m.  Formerly one of the largest underground lignite mines in the world (see Tours 5 & 7), 

in 1934-35 it yielded 185,381 tons of coal. 

 

BISMARCK, 184.5 m. (1,672 alt., 11,090 pop.) (see BISMARCK). 
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Points of Interest:  State Capitol, Liberty Memorial Building, State Historical Society Museum, 

Roosevelt Cabin. 

 

At 6th St. and Main Ave. is the junction with US 10 (see Tour 8), which unites with US 83 

between this point and STERLING, 209.5 m (1,807 alt., 110 pop.). 

 

MOFFIT, 219 m. (1,738 alt., 130 pop.), is on the west shore of LONG LAKE, now under 

development by the U. S. Biological Survey as a migratory waterfowl refuge.  The town is 

named for the Moffit family, who were the first settlers. 

 

As HAZELTON, 233 m. (1,975 alt., 446 pop.), is neared it has the appearance of an oil town, 

due to its numerous windmills which a forerunner of the modern high-pressure salesman 

succeeded in selling in the community.  The town is named for Hazel Roop, the daughter of the 

town site owner. 

 

South of Hazelton the route enters a Russo-German farming area.  The odd, brilliant colors of 

some of the houses and farm buildings are characteristic of the taste of these people.  Diagonal 

stripes of alternating bright colors form a favorite decorative scheme for barn and granary doors. 

 Since the American influence has made itself felt, however, many gaily painted buildings have 

been dimmed by coats of conservative white or buff paint. 

 

TEMVIK, 242.5 m. (1,925 alt., 75 pop.), is a small Russo-German settlement. 
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LINTON, 251 m (1,706 alt., 1,192 pop.), was named for George W. Lynn, an early settler.  

Protected by high, flat-topped hills, the town is in a valley at the confluence of Beaver and 

Spring Creeks.  The most prominent building in town is the EMMONS COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE, of modern design, constructed of North Dakota brick.  Hand carving on the 

spandrels above the first floor windows depicts the story of progress in Emmons County.  

Several of the public buildings in Linton, including the hospital and the Episcopal church, are 

constructed of native sandstone quarried a short distance from the town. SEEMAN’S PARK 

(picnicking, swimming, camping) on Beaver Creek, named for L. D. Seeman, its donor, is a 

recreation and tourist camp. 

 

Right from Linton on an improved county dirt road to the junction with an unimproved road, 0.5 

m.; L. on this prairie road, unsuitable for trailers, to what appears to be an almost perfect 

specimen of an INDIAN TURTLE EFFIGY MOUND, 1.5 m. The road passes directly over the 

turtle's back, and from the top of the mound the outlines of the head to the E. and the tail to the 

W. are clearly visible. 

 

STRASBURG, 262 m. (1,800 alt., 695 pop.), gets its typically German name from a German 

settlement in Russia whence many of its settlers came.  It marks the dividing line between the 

Russo-German and Dutch settlements of this vicinity.  Both racial groups make up the 

population of the town, which is the center of a large grain and dairy area.  Rising from the 

compact little village is the double spire of the Roman Catholic church, which is attended by the 
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largest rural Catholic congregation in the State.  The feast day of SS. Peter and Paul (June 29) is 

an annual occasion for celebration. 

 

South of Strasburg the route passes through territory settled by Hollanders, and the landscape is 

dotted with their neat, well-kept farms.  Although many of them are American-born, the native 

tongue is retained in their homes.  The Dutch Reformed Church forms the focal point in their 

communities; many of their children attend college at Holland, Mich., and members of the 

settlement annually go to Michigan for the Holland Tulip Festival. 

  

HULL, 270.5 m. (1,800 alt., 50 pop.), is one of the Dutch communities, named for Hull, Iowa. 

 

At 272.5 m. is the junction with ND 11, a graveled highway. 

 

Left on this highway is HAGUE, 5 m. (1,899 alt., 125 pop.), named for The Hague in the 

Netherlands.  In a level farming area, it is one of the market towns for the Dutch settlements, 

although its population is principally Russo-German.  The Roman Catholic church is the 

outstanding building of the community. 

 

US 83 crosses the North Dakota-South Dakota boundary at 278.5 m., 141 m. N. of Pierre, S. 

Dak. (see S. Dak. Tour 12). 


