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Using the Adobe Paper Capture 
Plug-in 
You can use Adobe Acrobat with a scanner to create Adobe PDF files from paper 
documents.The resulting file is a PDF lmage Only file-that is, a bitmap picture of the 
pages that can be viewed in Acrobat but not searched. 

If you want to be able to search, correct, and copy the text from an Adobe PDF Image Only 
file, you can "capture" the pages in three file formats. Adobe PDF Formatted Text and 
Graphics, PDF Searchable lmage (Exact) and Searchable lmage (Compact) all apply optical 
character recognition (OCR) and font and page recognition to the text images and convert 
them to normal text. The Searchable lmage file types have a bitmap image of the pages in 
the foreground, and the captured text on an invisible layer beneath it. 

Note: Document conversion through the Paper Capture Plug-in i s  limited to 50 pages per 
document. l fyou need to convert more pages or want additional features, consider 
upgrading to the full Acrobat Capture 3.0 product, which offers automated high-volume 
processing and enhanced reviewing capabilities. See the Adobe Acrobat Capture Web site 
(www.adobe.com/products/acrcapture/main.htmI) for more information. 

Using the Paper Capture Plug-in 
You can use the Paper Capture Plug-in on pages that were scanned or imported with the 
following resolutions: 

Black-and-white images and text at 200 to 600 dpi (300 dpi i s  optimal in most cases). 

Grayscale or color images and text at 200 to 400 dpi. 


Using Paper Capture does not change any device-independent color properties 

associated with the pages. (Acrobat does not support CMYK TIFF images:) 


To start the Paper Capture process: 


1 Choose File > Open and browse to the PDF lmage Only file. 


2 Choose Tools > Paper Capture. 


3 Select whether to  capture all pages in the file, the current page only, or a range of 

pages. 


4 Click OK. 


As it finishes processing each page, Adobe Acrobat will replace the original page with the 

captured version. 


To stop the Paper Capture process 

Press the Escape key to stop the Paper Capture process. 
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Using the TouchUp Text tool to correct Capture Suspects 
If you choose the PDF Formatted Text and Graphics file type, Acrobat "reads"bitmaps of 
text and tries to substitute words and characters for the bitmaps. When it isn't certain of 
one of i ts substitutions it marks the word as a Capture Suspect. Suspects are shown in the 
PDF as the original bitmap of the word, but the text is included on an invisible layer 
behind the bitmap of the word. This makes the word searchable even though it is 
displayed as a bitmap.You can leave suspects as they are or use theTouchUpText tool to 
correct them. 

To review and correct suspect words on captured pages: 

1 Do one of the following: 

Choose Tools >TouchUpText > Show Capture Suspects, and select theTouchUpText 
tool. Clicking one of the suspects highlights it and its original bitmap image appears in 

the Capture Suspect window. 


ChooseTools >TouchUpText > Find First Suspect. The first suspect word is highlighted, 

and its original bitmap image appears in the Capture Suspect window. 


2 Compare the original on the page and the suspect word in the Capture Suspect 

window, and do one of the following: 


Click Accept to accept the word as correct, and the bitmap is replaced by normal text. 

You move automatically to the suspect. 


Select theTouchUpText tool and edit the word directly on the page. If there are more 

suspects, click Accept to convert the suspect to normal text and move to the next 
suspect. 

Click Next to leave the word as a suspect and move to the next one. 

3 Review and correct remaining suspect words on the pages. 

4 Close the Suspect lmage window if necessary. 

Setting Paper Capture Plug-in preferences 
You can set several Paper Capture Plug-in preferences, such as a language for the OCR 
process and the output file type. 

To set Paper Capture Plug-in preferences: 


1 Choose Edit > Preferences > General > Paper Capture. 


2 Choose the Primary OCR Language. Acrobat uses a standard dictionary for that 

language to recognize words during the capture process. 


3 Choose an output file type for the captured files: 


Formatted Text and Graphics. This replaces the bitmap images with OCR text and 
computer-generated graphics on a single layer. You can edit the text, search the files, 
and they retain their on-screen and print usually produces the smallest file 
sizes. 

Searchable lmage (Exact). This creates an exact replica of the original document that is 
also fully searchable. Because it contains bitmap and hidden text layers, this usually 
results in larger file sizes. This is recommended when you need to have searchable text, 
but must keep the original scanned image of a page for legal or archival purposes. 
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Searchable Image (Compact). This will modify and segment the original image to 

optimize compression. Color regions are compressed as JPEG, and monochrome 

regions are stored as G4 or ZIP compressed data. 


4 	Select a downsampling option: 

None. lmages will not be downsampled. 

Low (300 dpi). lmages will downsampled to 300 dpi. 

Medium (1 50 dpi) lmages will be downsampled to 150 dpi. 

High (72 dpi). lmages will be downsampled to 72 dpi. 

Downsampling reduces file size by combining the information in several pixels into one 
larger pixel. 

If you scan page images at 300 dpi, which is ideal for OCR,you may want to apply 
downsampling to any photographs so that they can be viewed quickly online and so that 
the PDF file is as small as possible. 


