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NDSU professors publish article 
on benefits of active lifestyles

Desiree Tande, Rhonda Magel, Brad Strand and 
Donna Terbizan wrote an article that will appear 
in the spring/summer issue of the International 
Council for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, 
Sport and Dance Journal of Research. The article is 
titled “Active Lifestyles are Associated with Favor-
able Anthropometric Measures for U.S. Adults.”

According to Tande, who is lead author and NDSU 
Extension specialist and coordinator for the 
Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program 
and the Family Nutrition Program, the study used 
anthropometric measures, which are noninvasive, 
quantitative techniques to estimate obesity by 
measuring and analyzing specific body dimensions. 
The study is the first to assess abdominal obesity 
risk based on intensity and frequency of physical 
activity for a sample representative of U.S. men and 
non-pregnant women 20 years and older. 

“Physical activity is related to obesity. Adults 
should aspire to meet current physical activity 
recommendations,” Tande said. “Waist circumfer-
ence should be measured in addition to body mass 
index for evaluation of physical activity in weight 
management. Public health may benefit from pro-
grams that target middle-aged adults for increased 
physical activity to lower obesity rates.”

Tande originated the study and participated in 
study design and data analysis. Magel, professor 
and chair of the statistics department, guided data 

analyses and interpreted findings. Magel and professors of health, 
nutrition and exercise sciences Strand and Terbizan were involved 
in conceptual aspects of the project and reviewed and edited drafts.

Zabelina receives fellowship  
for creativity research
Darya (Dasha) Zabelina has been awarded a National Science Foun-
dation Graduate Research Fellowship to support her research to bet-
ter understand the motivational processes contributing to creativity 
or its lack. This work will contribute to educational practices condu-
cive to creativity, a central goal to the foundation’s broader mission.

Zabelina is enrolled in the master’s program in experimental 
psychology, with James Council as her major adviser. The fellow-
ship, which provides three years of support totaling $121,000, 
will begin this June. 

An artist herself, Zabelina’s personal interest in creativity dates 
many years back. She became involved in creativity research as an 
undergraduate sophomore under the Advanced Undergraduate 
Research Award from the National Institutes of Health EPSCoR 
Foundation. Her research interests primarily revolve around cog-
nitive processes, affective processes, motivation and personality 
aspects involved in creativity and intelligence. 

Groberg gives presentation  
at symbolism conference
Kris Groberg, assistant professor of visual arts, presented a 
lecture at a conference at the University of Illinois at Springfield 
April 22-26. The conference, titled “Symbolism: It’s Origins and 
Consequences,” featured several speakers from around the world 
to discuss their research on art and literature from the period 
1890-1910.

Groberg’s lecture, titled “Sympathy with the Devil: Russian Sym-
bolist Art,” is the result of years of research into images of the devil 
in Russian Decadent and Symbolist Art. She concluded that such 
work proliferated in times of political crises in Russia. “The late 
19th century through early 20th century was a particularly unusual 
era in Russian History as Imperial Russia was collapsing, church 
and state were crumbling and revolution was at hand,” Groberg 
said. “Under the influence of French Decadents and Symbolists, 
Russian artists reacted to the political chaos by producing varied 
images of Satan or the devil – especially in the aftermath of the 
short-lived revolution of 1905, when censorship was briefly lifted.”

The focus of the conference was exploring the origins of symbol-
ism, a variety of symbolist manifestations in art, literature, music 
and philosophy; its consequences in art and literature; and to un-
derstand how ideas moved from one European country to another.

Doctoral students present  
at Social Science meeting
Three doctoral students from the NDSU history department 
presented papers at the annual meeting of the Western Social Sci-
ence Association held April 15-18 in Albuquerque, N.M.

Miles Lewis presented “The New Regional History: An Exercise in 
Historical Methods.” Andrea Mott presented “Brotherhood and 
Beyond: The FarmHouse Documentation Project.” Jessica Clark 
presented “Somebody Had to Stay Home: Never-Ending Chores 
and Responsibilities.”

Lewis and Mott also were panelists for the book critique ses-
sion of the Rural Studies Section of the association, discussing 
“Mockingbird Song: Ecological Landscapes of the South,” by Jack 
Temple Kirby.
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Cwiak named executive director 
of new consortium

Carol Cwiak, lecturer of sociology, anthropol-
ogy and emergency management, has accepted 
the position of executive director of the newly 
formed Emergency Management Higher  
Education Consortium.  

The purpose of the Emergency Management 
Higher Education Consortium is to represent 

the interests and concerns of the emergency management higher 
education community. Presently there are more than 130 higher 
education institutions offering emergency management pro-
grams in the United States. NDSU is the only program in the 
nation to offer a doctorate in emergency management.

Cwiak was asked to fill the position based on her active partici-
pation and investment in the emergency management higher 
education community. 

Additionally, Cwiak will give several presentations at FEMA’s 
Emergency Management Higher Education Conference. She 
will present on the results of two surveys she does annually for 
the FEMA Higher Education Program (The Body of Knowledge 
Report and The Survey of Higher Education Programs Report), 
teaching strategies for business continuity and crisis man-
agement, emcollaborative (a joint project with colleague and 
presidential fellow Jessica Jensen) and NDSU’s partnership with 
Ghana to develop an emergency management higher education 
program. This is Cwiak’s sixth year presenting at the Emergency 
Management Higher Education Conference.

Cwiak, who has been a lecturer with the department for three 
years, recently accepted an assistant professor position with the 
department for fall 2009.

Larson named assistant director 
of study abroad

Christina Larson has been appointed to the new 
position of assistant director of study abroad in 
the Office of International Programs within the 
Office of Equity, Diversity and Global Outreach. 
She will administer and develop faculty-led short 
term study abroad programs, coordinate study 
abroad advising to students, aid in organizing 
visits by overseas partner institutions and assist 

with campus internationalization efforts. 

Larson is a native of Moorhead, Minn., and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Scandinavian studies and studio art from Concordia 
College. She brings a variety of overseas experience as well as a 
background in short-term faculty-led and semester-year study 
abroad programs from Concordia College and the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn. 

Development Foundation  
presents awards and grants
Several NDSU Development Foundation awards and grants were 
announced during the 12th annual “Celebration of Faculty Excel-
lence” held May 6 at the Alumni Center.

Faculty receiving Board of Trustees Endowment Awards include: 
• James Du, College of Science and Mathematics 
• Ron Johnson, College of Business 
• Reza Maleki, College of Engineering and Architecture 
• Sarah Wagner, College of Agriculture, Food Sciences  
   and Natural Resources

Centennial Endowment Award recipients are: 
• Erika Berg, College of Agriculture, Food Sciences  
   and Natural Resources 
• Jimmy Kim, College of Engineering and Architecture 
• Bill Law, College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
• Michael Miller and Tom Isern, Germans from Russia Heritage 
  Collection and Department of History 
• Michael Thrasher, College of Arts, Humanities  
   and Social Sciences 
• Yechun Wang, College of Engineering and Architecture

Gordon A. Larson Agricultural Research Awardees are: 
• Birgit Pruess, College of Agriculture, Food Sciences  
   and Natural Resources 
• Scott Pryor, College of Agriculture, Food Sciences  
   and Natural Resources 
• Mark Sheridan, College of Science and Mathematics

Recipients of Libraries Endowment Awards are: 
• Kevin Brooks and Allan Ashworth, College of Arts, Humanities 
   and Social Sciences and Department of Geosciences 
• Kevin Brooks, College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
• Kris Groberg, College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
• Michael Thrasher, College of Arts, Humanities  
   and Social Sciences

Knapp to lead performance tour
Erich Knapp, an NDSU graduate student in choral conducting, 
will lead the Park Rapids Classic Chorale on a 10-day performance 
tour of Norway, May 11-21. In his ninth year as artistic director 
and conductor of the chorale, Knapp also will give organ recitals 
as part of most of these concerts. 

A joint choir performance in Oslo with the Eidsvoll Korforening 
at Eidsvoll Kirke is planned. Other concerts are planned at the 
Glass Cathedral in Hamar, at Maihaugen Open-Air Museum, at 
the Tonjum Kirke in Lærdal and at the recital hall at Troldhaugen 
in Bergen. Several performances are scheduled for Syttende Mai 
(Norway’s constitution day on May 17), as well as marching in 
the Syttende Mai parade in Voss.

Knapp is a conducting student of Jo Ann Miller and Michael Weber, 
and an organ student of Michael Olson. Amanda Hill, an NDSU  
senior in vocal music education, and Brendan Schultz, an NDSU 
junior in vocal music education, will perform as part of the chorale.

people

Cwiak

Larson



page 9may 13, 2009

Residence Life recognizes  
faculty contributions 
Twenty-nine members of the NDSU academic community volun-
teered as mentors and greeters for the Living-Learning Program 
during the 2008-09 academic year. The program, developed by 
the Department of Residence Life, builds on a foundation where 
faculty can become more actively involved with students outside 
the classroom through interaction in the residence halls.

The Living-Learning Program is designed help all students who 
live on campus to be successful during their time at NDSU. It also 
fosters skills and experiences to assist them in becoming suc-
cessful personally and professionally throughout their lives. The 
foundation of the program is in creating communities that not 
only meet the basic needs of students, but also where community 
members positively influence the experiences of others.

Faculty-related components of the Living-Learning Program 
include the Faculty in Residence Education program, the First Year 
Experience program, Faculty in Residence and faculty greeters who 
volunteer on move-in day and welcome students to campus. These 
initiatives help students connect with faculty in a variety of meth-
ods including social and community events, academic support ses-
sions, hall government meetings and community service activities.

The following individuals have contributed to developing and 
promoting student success at NDSU during the past year:

Agriculture, Food Systems, and Natural Resources 
Harlene Hatterman-Valenti, plant sciences 
Kirk Howatt, plant sciences 
Jeff Stachler, Extension plant sciences 
Alan Zuk, plant sciences

Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Chris Biga, sociology/anthropology 
Linda Fricker, English 
Heather Gill-Robinson, sociology/anthropology 
Kate Gronewold, communication 
Don Larew, theatre arts 
Andrew Mara, English 
Miriam Mara, English 
Charles Okigbo, communication 
Maureen Scott, English 
Gwen Stickney, modern languages 
Nadene Vevea, communication

Business 
Maggie Jorgenson, accounting and information systems 
Jin Li, management, marketing and finance

Engineering and Architecture 
Wei Lin, civil engineering

Human Development and Education 
Nancy Kaler, child development and family science 
Sherri Stastny, dietetics 
Anita Welch, education 
Lynette Winters, health, nutrition and exercise

Pharmacy, Nursing, and Allied Sciences 
Kim Vess Halbur, associate dean for student affairs

Science and Mathematics 
Peggy Biga, biological sciences 
Fu-Chih Cheng, statistics 
Jim Coykendall, mathematics 
Ben Duncan, mathematics 
Lonnie Hass, mathematics 
Pinjing Zhao, chemistry

If you are interested in learning more about the Living-Learning 
Program or becoming a faculty mentor, contact the Department 
of Residence Life at 1-7106.

Miller receives music educator 
Distinguished Service Award

John Miller, director of the NDSU Division of 
Fine Arts, recently received the 2009 North Da-
kota Music Educators Association Distinguished 
Service Award. The honor goes to one individual 
per year who demonstrates above and beyond 
what is required in the normal music classroom.

Miller, with his many years of teaching and 
inspiration, has distinguished himself on the local, state and 
regional levels. “John’s motivation of his music students and that 
of his colleagues at the collegiate level are what distinguished him 
above all others,” Randy Hall, North Dakota Music Educators As-
sociation president, said.

Before coming to NDSU in 1998, Miller’s career included faculty 
appointments in music theory and music technology at the Uni-
versity of North Dakota and Northwestern, DePaul and Eastern 
Illinois Universities, as well as experience as a commercial com-
poser and arranger in Chicago.

Miller is active in the National Association of Schools of Music as 
regional chair, visiting accreditation evaluator and as an elected 
member of the Commission on Accreditation. He has served 
as president of the board of directors of the Fargo-Moorhead 
Symphony Orchestra and vice president of the board of directors 
of the Fargo-Moorhead Opera. His academic specialties include 
analysis of early music, counterpoint and pedagogical technology.

Winter appointed  
to national board of directors
Stacey Winter, director of purchasing, has been appointed to the 
board of directors for the National Association of Educational Pro-
curement.Winter is the current president of the association’s Min-
nesota/Dakota Manitoba region. As president, one of her primary 
duties includes coordinating the annual regional education meeting.

The association is a non-profit professional organization primar-
ily dedicated to serving higher education purchasing officers in 
the United States and Canada. There are more than 1,500 colleges 
and universities that are members of the association, which pro-
vides professional development and working opportunities.

Miller
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Noone and Horvik to participate 
in Theatre B production

The NDSU Theatre faculty member Katherine 
Noone will portray Ramona in the Theatre B pro-
duction of “Zara Spook and Other Lures” by Joan 
Ackermann. Lori Horvik, assistant professor in 
the NDSU theatre department, is the director. 
“Zara Spook” will run from May 7-9 at 7:30 p.m. 
and on May 10 at 2 p.m. Tickets are available by 
calling the box office at (701) 729-8880. Theatre 
B is located at 716 Main Avenue in Fargo.

Noone and Horvik also will be instructing a 
week-long intensive course for high school stu-
dents in the area of musical theatre, June 22-27. 
The students will study voice, acting and dance. 
The course will culminate in a musical theatre 
review performance on Friday, June 26, in Aska-

nase Auditorium. The performance is free and open to the public.

Defensive driving course set
Robin Reidman, North Dakota Department of Transportation, 
is scheduled to give a defensive driving course at NDSU. The 
class is planned for Wednesday, May 20 from 8 a.m. to noon and 
Tuesday, June 2, from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Both classes will 
be held in EML, room 183.

Fleet Services requires people who operate fleet vehicles, on at 
least a monthly basis, to take the National Safety Council Defen-
sive Driving Course as soon as possible after accepting employ-
ment and every four years thereafter. Training for people who 
operate fleet vehicles less than monthly is at the discretion of 
agency trainers or risk managers. 

Fleet Services also requires people who have been involved in a 
motor vehicle accident with a state fleet vehicle or individuals 
who have received a traffic citation while operating a state fleet 
vehicle in the past 12 months to attend the course within the 
calendar year of the accident or citation.

The University Police and Safety Office encourages people who 
operate state fleet vehicles less than monthly to attend the 
course, keeping in mind that priority will be given to participants 
who meet the requirements above. 

For registration, contact Tammy Aronson, safety and compliance 
specialist, at tammy.aronson@ndsu.edu or 1-5637.

NDSU communicators win awards
Several NDSU communicators received awards 
in the 2008 North Dakota Professional Com-
municators communications contest.The awards 
were presented during the organization’s annual 
conference in Minot on May 2. First-place awards 
advance to the National Federation of Press 
Women communications contest. Winners of that 
competition will be announced in September.

Sadie Anderson, information specialist in University 
Relations, received second in the one- to three-color 
category for the newsletter “It’s Happening at State.”

Laurie Baker, public relations director in univer-
sity relations, received first place in the cateory of 
section edited by the entrant in a publication for 
general circulation and creative verse. She received 
second place in the category of a personality pro-
file of more than 500 words for her story on the 
struggles of soldiers returning from war. She also 
received second place in the personality profile 
of more than 500 words category on an NDSU 
graduate who started a translation, tutoring and 
language interpretation service. She received third 
place in the category of feature story for a pub-
lication, magazine or supplement for general or 
specialized circulation on an instructor who helps 
her students learn German with music.

Ellen Crawford, information specialist in agri-
culture communication, received first place in 
the annual external report category for “Annual 
Highlights: Investing in North Dakota’s Future;” 
the annual general report category for “BioFocus: 
North Dakota Advancing BioOpportunities;” 
and the special articles, agriculture category. She 
received second place in the news reporting in a 
publication, magazine or supplement for general 
or specialized circulation category for an article on 
the Healthy North Dakota 4-H Club program and 
single color or spot color display ad in The Forum 

on NDSU research and Extension efforts. She received third place 
in special articles, education.

Mary-Anne Fiebig (not pictured), public information office for the 
North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station, received first place 
in the photography in a printed publication other than a newspa-
per category for a feature photo of an NDSU student inspecting 
a wheat crop. She received second place in the feature story for a 
publication, magazine or supplement for general or specialized 
circulation category on coordinating biomass research at NDSU.

Joel Hagen, staff writer for Publication Services, received first 
place for the feature story for a publication, magazine or supple-
ment for general or specialized circulation category on DNA. He 
received second place in the special articles, education category.

Becky Koch, Agriculture Communication director, received first 
place in the magapaper/tabloid one- to three-color category for 
the Weeds Ag Mag.

Delores Pavicic (not pictured), formerly a media specialist for the 
McNair Scholars Program, received first place in the four-color 
newsletter category.
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Miller to host Dakota Memories 
Heritage Tour

Michael M. Miller, director of the Germans from 
Russia Heritage Collection, will host a three-day 
bus tour through some of the state’s most trea-
sured German-Russian sites in south-central North 
Dakota, including Streeter, Linton and Strasburg. 
Planned for Sept. 18-20, the tour will depart from 
Fargo on Friday morning. Members also can join 
the tour at Jamestown and Streeter.

Travelers must register by Aug. 15. The cost for the tour is $250 per 
person based on double-occupancy. If you want your own room, 
the cost is $275 per person. The cost includes all meals and lodging. 
Should a reservation need to be canceled, a full refund less a $50 
administrative fee will be made if received on or before Aug. 1.

Participants will enjoy strudels, borscht, kuchen, plachenda, 
knoephla soup, homemade sausage, German potato salad and kase 
knoephla (cheese buttons).

Allan Ashworth, NDSU Distinguished Professor of geosciences; 
Thomas Isern, NDSU Distinguished Professor of history and project 
scholar; Bob Dambach, director of television at Prairie Public Broad-
casting; and Jessica Clark, Dakota Memories Oral History Project 
coordinator and childhood historian, will give special presentations 
on the tour. 

The Dakota Memories Heritage Tour mission is to organize educa-
tional tours in North Dakota in order to provide participants with 
direct cultural heritage and learning experiences. To register for 
the tour or for more information, contact Acacia (Jonas) Stuckle at 
1-6596 or acacia.stuckle@ndsu.edu. For additional information, go 
to www.ndsu.edu/grhc/dakotamemories. 

Miller

shorts & reminders
Positions Available
Positions open and screening dates through 
the Office of Human Resources, SGC, 1919 N. 
University Drive. Position openings also are 
available through the NDSU Web site at  
www.ndsu.edu/jobs.
 
Advancement Assistant/#00019819  
12 months, half time
Dean’s Office, Pharmacy, Nursing, and Al-
lied Sciences
$12,000+/year
May 15

AM Catering Supervisor/#00019714
Dining Services
$11+/hour
Open until filled

Athletic Equipment Assistant/00020196
Athletics
$24,500+/year  
May 14

Research Technician/#00025001
Center for Nanoscale Science and Engineering
Salary commensurate with experience
May 19

Associate Director for Residence Life 
Staffing
Residence Life
$60,000+/year
May 15

Graduate Writing Coordinator/ 
#00019010
Graduate School
Commensurate with experience
June 6

Sheep Unit Manager
Animal Science
$40,000+/year plus house and utilities 
(electricity and heat) provided
Open until filled

Nursery Manager/# 00020162
North Dakota Forest Service
Salary commensurate with experience
Open until filled

Assistant Director, Planning  
and Construction Services/# 00025488
Facilities Management
$60,000+/year
Open until filled

Internal Auditor
Budget Office
$50,000+/year
Open until filled

calendar
May

14 Community of Science Workshop, 
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., IACC 114

14 Baseball vs. Indiana University-
Purdue University Fort Wayne, 6:30 p.m., 
Newman Outdoor Field

15 Residence halls close

15 Last day of classes for spring semester

15 Baseball vs. Indiana University-
Purdue University Fort Wayne, noon, 
Newman Outdoor Field

15 Baseball vs. Indiana University-
Purdue University Fort Wayne, 3 p.m., 
Newman Outdoor Field

15 Spring Graduate and Professional 
Commencement, 4 p.m., Fargodome

16 Spring Undergraduate  
Commencement, 10 a.m., Fargodome

16 Baseball vs. Indiana University-
Purdue University Fort Wayne, 1 p.m., 
Newman Outdoor Field

18 Summer hours begin – NDSU offices 
are open from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. with 
a 30-minute lunch break. Regular hours 
resume Aug. 17.

19 – Aug. 7 Full Summer Session

19 – June 12 Standard Four-Week 
Session
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20 Fleet Services – Defensive Driving 
Course, 8 a.m. to noon, EML 183. To register, 
contact Tammy Aronson at tammy.aronson@
ndsu.edu or 1-5637.

25 Memorial Day holiday observed. 
NDSU closed.

June

2 Fleet Services – Defensive Driving 
Course, 8 a.m. to noon, EML 183. To 
register, contact Tammy Aronson at tammy.
aronson@ndsu.edu or 1-5637.

4-26 P.E.A.R.S. Exhibit, Renaissance 
Gallery, 650 NP Ave., Fargo

12 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – Scholars’ orientation day

15 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – Scholars’ orientation day

19 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – Transfer drop-in orientation day

22 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

23 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

24 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

25 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

26 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

July

7 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

8 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

9 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

10 Office of Orientation and Student 
Success – First-year and family orientation 
day

calendar


