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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STUDENT BODY OF
NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE AND
APPLIED SCIENCE

MISSION
As students of North Dakota State University, wevpe opportunities for engagement and enhancement
of university life. We boldly advocate for diversiident interests and are committed to maintaining
open channels of communication between studertsitya administration and the Fargo-Moorhead
Community and the State of North Dakota. We seiitle honor for the maintenance of tradition at
North Dakota State University.

PREAMBLE
We the students of North Dakota State Universitygrder to promote the well-being of the studertyho
to guarantee freedom to ourselves and to our sseresand to uphold impartiality and justice, ddaon
and establish this Constitution as our authoritaiystem of collegiate government.

With pride, the student body of North Dakota Statgversity pledges equal opportunity to all and

leadership free of discrimination.

ARTICLE |
THE STUDENT BODY

SECTION 1.

The name of the body shall be the Student BodyastiNDakota State University of Agriculture and
Applied Science, Fargo Campus, hereinafter refeoes the Student Body.

SECTION 2.

All registered students at North Dakota State Uity shall be members of the Student Body and be
subject to the provisions within this Constitution.

SECTION 3.

All registered students of North Dakota State Ursitg have the right to vote and to be heard and
represented by the Student Government.

SECTIONA4.
Powers

A. Initiative
1. The Student Body may request specific legislatimmcerning matters within the authority of the
Student Government by submitting a petition to$hedent Senate.
a. Said petition must include the signatures of 10%hefStudent Body and be validated by the
Student Court.
b. The Student Senate is constrained to either pabsegislation or submit the same to a vote
by the Student Body where a majority of the stuslenting shall be needed for approval.
B. Recall
1. The Student Body may request the recall of eitheiStudent Body President or Vice President
by presenting a petition to the Student Court.
a. Said petition must include the signatures of 15%hefStudent Body and be validated by the
Student Court.
b. Two-thirds of all votes cast by the Student Bodslstonstitute a recall.
2. Students in any given Senate district may reqiestdcall of their senator by presenting a
petition to the Student Senate.
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a. Said petition must include the signatures of 15%hefstudents in the recalling district and
be validated by the Student Court.
b. Two-thirds of all votes cast by the students inrdmalling district shall constitute a recall.

C. Referral
1. The Student Body may request the repeal of a spedfion taken by the Student Government
by presenting a petition to the Student Senate.
a. Said petition shall include the signatures of 1(%he Student Body and be validated by the
Student Court.
b. A majority of all votes cast by the Student Bodglshe needed to repeal the action.
D. The Student Senate shall call a special electiogarming any recall, initiative, or referral withime
month of receiving the validated petition.

SECTIONS.
Student Body Elections

A. Any member of the Student Body must meet requirésnas defined by “Eligibility for Participation
in Co-Curricular Activities” (University Policy) imrder to be a candidate for and maintain an electe
or appointed position within the Student Government

B. A student may be a candidate for only one eledifiee within Student Government in each election
year.

C. A student may hold only one position in the Studgavernment which is either elected or appointed.

D. The President of the Board of Campus Attractidms, Rresident of the Board of Student Publications,
and the Editors of th8pectrum cannot hold any Student Government position, eihective or
appointed concurrently.

E. Anundergraduate student is allowed one vote ifhbisacademic and residential district for every
position open in those districts. Graduate studemdl vote in the Graduate School academic distric
and current residential district.

F. The Student Body President, Vice President, StuBenators and members of the Board of Student
Publications shall be elected in April. The exaatied shall be set by the Student Court with the
consent and approval of the Student Senate.

SECTIONG.
Student Organizations

A. Students, both individually and collectively, ared to examine and discuss all questions of interes
to them and to express opinions publicly and pelyat

B. Student organizations shall gain official recogmtfrom the Congress of Student Organizations
commission under Student Government.

C. Student organizations may request Student Sersittaaxe and recommend matters of student
concern to the Student Senate.

ARTICLEI
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

SECTION 1.
All legislative powers herein granted shall be gddgh the Student Senate.

SECTION 2.
Membership
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Election of Senators

1. Senate candidates shall file by district with thed®&nt Court and campaign as a candidate from
that district.

2. The vote required for election to the Student Seehall be a plurality of the votes cast for that
seat. Where more than one seat is to be filledinvitsingle district, seats shall be awarded to
candidates in descending order, according to thebeu of votes received.

The term of the Student Senators

1. Swearing in of new senators shall be within threeks of the certification of the election results
except in the instances of recall, expulsion, qoagment.

2. The term of senators shall end upon the administratf the oath of office to the newly elected
senate, except in the instance of recall and eiuls

Composition and Representation

1. The Student Senate shall be composed of Studeat@srirom two districts: Academic and
Residential.

a. Academic Student Senators: each of the Undergradi@iteges and the Graduate School
may elect one student senator from its enrollm@ne Student Senator may be elected for
each additional seven hundred students or majoctidrathereof enrolled (above the first
seven hundred) in said college and graduate school.

b. Residential Student Senators: Each of the Resida®ees may elect from its residents, one
senator. One Student Senator may be elected forastitional seven hundred students or
major fraction thereof enrolled (above the firstesg hundred) residing in said residence area.
The Student Court, with the approval of the Stu@sariate, shall establish the residential
districts.

SECTION 3.
Powers of the Senate

A.

nmoow

The safeguarding of the student right to vote riiet to participate in all NDSU sponsored events
and activities, and the right to a fair hearinglbfgrievances before any agency of appropriate
jurisdiction.

The power to review all Student Senate committéierac

The power to approve any appointed Student Goverhoféicial by a majority vote.

The power to recall any appointed Student Govermioificial by a two-thirds vote.

The power to expel members by a two-thirds vote.

The power to submit any proposed legislation tote vf the Student Body. A majority of senators is
required to submit legislation to a vote of theirenstudent body. A majority of all votes castlud
student body shall be needed to pass such legislalihese measures apply to legislation not
affecting the constitution.

. All legislation shall be submitted to the Studewntd® President. The Senate may consider vetoed

legislation after hearing the President’s objeciand may then override such a veto with a two-
thirds vote.

. The authority to budget, disburse, and withholdd8mt Activity Funds.

Approve the Finance Budget presented by the Fin@ooemission by a majority vote and change the
budget by a majority vote.

The power to secure information from any boardfocial of the University as is deemed necessary
and appropriate.

The Student Senate shall serve the individual atidative needs of the Student Body and initiate
discussion and action on student problems.

Assist in providing a common ground for communigatand the promotion of close cooperation
between Students, Faculty, and Administration eflimiversity and other appropriate governmental
bodies, both inside and outside the University.
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Make recommendations to, and act upon recommemaaftiom, other campus governing bodies.
Investigate and make recommendations concernintgraand issues pertaining to student life.
Take all necessary and proper actions for exectiti@goregoing powers and duties vested in this
Constitution in the Senate or any of its officers.

SECTIONA4.
Officers of the Student Senate

A. President: The Vice President of the Student Bodyl serve as President of the Student Senate. The
President shall have as his/her duties and powers:

1. Preside over the meetings of the Student Senate.

2. Vote at Student Senate meetings only to break ties.

3. Call for and receive reports from various specthmittees of the Student Senate.

4. Appoint, with advice and consent of the Senatembebers and the chairpersons of the various
Senate special committees.

5. Co-Chair the Constitutional and Code Review conesitvith the Vice Chair of the Senate and
Chief Justice on even-numbered years and when seges

B. Vice Chair: The Vice Chair shall be elected primthie end of Spring Semester from among the
members of the Student Senate by a majority vidtminations shall be open for two weeks, with
elections held during the second week of nominatidime Vice Chair shall become the Student Body
Vice President upon the resignation or recall efd¢brrent President or Vice President. The duties
and powers of the Vice Chair shall be:

1. Preside over the Student Senate in the absenbe &frésident of the Senate or when gavel has
been passed by President of the Senate.

2. Serve as a liaison between the Legislative and Uxecbranches.

3. Chair the appointments committee.

4. Co-Chair the Constitutional and Code Review conasittith the President of the Senate and
Chief Justice on even-numbered years and when seges

5. Has the privilege to attend weekly meetings offlRecutive Team and to give reports when
necessary or requested.

C. Secretary: The Student Government Administrativeigiant shall be appointed by the Student Body
President and Vice President. The duties and pofittie Administrative Assistant as the Secretary
of Senate shall be:

1. Serve as secretary at all Senate meetings.

2. Keep the minutes of the Senate meetings and bensife for the publication and distribution
of said minutes. The minutes should be posted pithie next regularly scheduled Senate
meeting.

3. Hold responsibility for all records of the Stud&avernment, excluding those of the Student
Court.

4. Maintain a file of all legislation passed or failddring a Senate term.

5. Required to publish and distribute an agenda tatsesinot less than two days prior to each
regularly scheduled Senate meeting. An electroojiy must also be sent to the Executive
Commissioner of Technology.

ARTICLE I
EXECUTIVE BRANCH
SECTION 1.

All the executive powers herein granted shall beteein the Student Body President, Vice President,
and Executive Branch Commissions.
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SECTION 2.
Membership

A.

B.

The President and Vice President shall run ondhgegicket and be elected by a plurality of allegot
cast by the Student Body.

Write-in candidates for President who receive mates than all declared candidates shall be
allowed to take office after choosing a Vice Presigwho shall be subject to the approval of Studen
Senate.

Write-in candidates shall be held to the same cagnpguidelines as declared candidates.

The term of the President and the Vice Presidedlt Be one academic year, beginning within three
weeks of the certification of the election reselteept in the instances of recall, expulsion, or
appointment. Their term shall end upon the admisin of the oath of office to the newly elected
President and Vice President, except in the instafcecall and expulsion.

SECTION 3.
Powers

A.

President: The powers of the Student Body Presgtait be:

1. Supervise the executive functions of the StudenteBument and serve in every capacity as Chief

Executive Officer of the Student Government.

2. Work with the academic community of the Universtyd governmental bodies affecting
University life on all matters concerning studeffifias.

3. Appoint with the Vice President and with advice aotdsent of the Senate all Executive
Commissioners.

4. Give recommendations, with the approval of the &tdody Vice President, for all other
appointed positions.

5. Appoint and withdraw administrative assistantsretacies, members of and the chairperson of
the Executive Branch Committees as deemed necemsdgppropriate.

6. Sign and approve or veto and return legislatiotihéoSenate with his/her objections by the next
regularly scheduled meeting. Any legislation renmgrunsigned by the following meeting shall
automatically become law.

7. Hold all other powers that are necessary for cagrgiut the provisions of this Constitution.

SECTION4
Duties and Responsibilities

A.

B.

President: The duties and responsibilities of thueléht Body President shall be:

1. Serve as the official head of the Student Body@eréborm all official and social functions
pertaining to this office.

2. See that the Constitution, Student Government Cantid senate legislation are faithfully
executed.

3. Give the Senate information on the state of theptenand recommend for their consideration
such measures judged necessary.

4. Present an oral report to the Student Senate ht®&tate meeting on the operations of the
Executive Branch.

5. Appoint replacements to the Student Court withapproval of the Student Senate.

6. Appoint Student Government representation to thetes Attractions Selection Committee.

Vice President: the duties and responsibilitiethefStudent Body Vice President shall be:

1. Serve as President of the Student Senate.
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2. Assume the powers, duties, and responsibilitidgh@President in the event that the President
cannot fulfill them.
3. Be general assistant to the President in all nstter

SECTIONDS.
Executive Branch Commissions

The Executive Branch shall have the following asnament Commissions with rules of operation
specified in the Student Government Code and cosiomigjuidelines.

Finance

Governmental Relations and Intercollegiate Affairs

Congress of Student Organizations

Academic and Student Affairs

Public Relations

Technology

Tmoow>

ARTICLE IV
JUDICIAL BRANCH

SECTION 1.
Judicial power of the Student Body of North DakState University shall be vested in the StudentrCou

SECTION 2.
Membership

A. The Student Court shall consist of five justicesti¢es shall serve from the time of appointment to
completion of studies, resignation from the coortrecall by the Student Senate.

B. For the spring semester, the President may appuithtthe advice and consent of the Student Senate,
an assistant justice for the purpose of assistiagourt during elections at the discretion of@ingef
Justice. Also, the assistant justice may stand imnsassociate justice if a current justice leagmg
this time or cannot be present for an essentiat donction during elections.

C. Justices shall be appointed to the Student Coughwhcancies arise during the regular school year.

D. Justices may run for elected office without resigrtheir position on the Student Court. During the
election the justice will resign his/her powersilutie election is over. If the election is won tine
justice, he/she will resign completely from the d&mntCourt.

SECTION 3.
Powers

Final jurisdiction on Constitutional interpretation

Final jurisdiction on constitutionality of Stude®énate legislation.

Final jurisdictionon cases involving Student Body elections.

Final jurisdiction in cases involving the violatiofithe Student Body Constitution, Student
Government Code, or Student Senate legislation jurisgliction shall be original in cases not
involving residential areas and appellate in caseslving residence areas.

Final and original jurisdiction in cases involvingnflict pertaining to any recognized Student
Organization (other than Fraternities and Soraijtie

F. A student organization which violates NDSU polizygluding the NDSU Code of Behavior, may
have their case heard by the Student Court, excepbse cases in which the University

oo

m
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administrators decide that the case must be hgatttebniversity administration. (See the NDSU

Code of Behavior for specific information.)

The power to review or secure any information perit to any case before the Student Court.

The power to issue injunctions or impose monetagsfas deemed necessary and appropriate in

cases within its jurisdiction.

I.  All documents possessed by the Student Court ¢itdusiust be open to inspection by any and all
members of the public. Such documents includealrinot limited to, minutes, decisions, and items
used as evidence. One court justice shall be preseimg any inspection.

J. Proper notice of a hearing must be given to alligainvolved in a dispute which is to be heard by
the Student Court of Justice. Such notice shallitigen or via direct verbal contact. If the notise
received less than forty-eight (48) hours in adeapicthe hearing, either the petitioner or respahde
can request, and shall be granted, a postponement.

K. All meetings of the Student Court of Justice inahgg but not limited to, hearings and regular
meetings shall be open to the public and minutal b kept. This does not include deliberations
and exceptions deemed necessary by the Chief dugtic the approval of all parties involved.

o

SECTIONA4.
Election and Duties of the Chief Justice

A. The Chief Justice shall be chosen by and from temibers of the Student Court.
B. The duties of the Chief Justice shall consist of:
1. Swearing in of newly elected persons to the StuGavernment.
2. Preside over Student Court meetings.
3. Serve as spokesperson for the Student Court aeSt&#Enate meetings and any other necessary
functions.
4. Co-Chair the Constitutional and Code Review conamsitiith the President and Vice Chair of the
Senate on even-numbered years and when necessary.
5. Serve as Parliamentarian during Senate meetings.

SECTIONS.
Student Rights

A. Students shall have the right to present a casgddfe Student Court.

B. Students who have a case decided against thenhsivallthe right to an appeal within the same
academic year of the first decision, except in sageere the Student Court determines extenuating
circumstances are involved.

ARTICLEV
AMENDMENT AND ADOPTION

SECTION 1.
Amendment

Proposed amendments to this Constitution shaliN@ngoroper notice in the student newspaper poor t
any vote taken. Proposed amendments shall alscebemnied to the Student Body either by approvat of
least two-thirds of the Student Senate or by dipetcertified by the Student Court including the
signatures of at least ten percent of the StudedyBApproval of amendments shall require a twodhi
affirmative vote of the students voting in an of@udent election.

SECTION 2.
Adoption
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This Constitution shall become effective no latert two weeks after adoption by the Student body.

SECTION 3.
Other official documents

All other operations and procedures of Student Gowent shall be established in the document edititle
“Student Government Code.” All guidelines and clemthereof shall require two (2) readings and a two
thirds affirmative vote of the Student Senate.

ARTICLE VI
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The parliamentary authority for the Student BodNofth Dakota State University shall be “Robert’s
Rules of Order, Newly Revised.”

REVIEWED by the Constitution and Code Review ContesitAcademic Year 07-08

2007 - 2008 Student Body President
Josh Reimnitz

2007 - 2008 Student Body Vice President
Clara Presser

2007 - 2008 Student Court Chief Justice
Drew Espeseth

University President
Dr. Joseph Chapman
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