i

REPORT ON BRQAD GAUGE RAILWAY LINE THROUGH THE DIPAR BEEL
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. 1«1 When the construction of the BG Railwayl line

through the Dipar Beel started during the current
- t

cyear (1989) a chorus of protests emanated from

i

different quarters culminqting .in stopping of
" further construction some time ago.
1.2 The Railways realised the environmental

+degradativi which might be caused by a BG line

right through the Dipar B%el and suggested: two
-alternatives. The first alternative is around t he

fringe of the Beel skirting it by the western,

southern and eastern sides and joining the Azara
Yérd with the Goods Marsha%iing Yard at Barg%on on
the National Highway 37 F? a circuitous route
(Northern Alternative). ?he s;cond alternative
“(Southern Alternative) iglﬁhraugh the northern

i

fringe of the Rani ReserYé:Forest skirvting the

Dipar Beel on the souther? side and joining the

i ) I i i

rAqara Yard with the BargaOFfMarshalling Yard by a
H

more direct line with an extension parallel to the

NH 37 linking up the Barga?1;Ma£shalling Yard with

the Ramakhya Railway Stat%;h by the side of the

exlsting HBG line (mea map|attachaed 8t Annegura
'1\')- I i \ ’
I

i

1.3 Since the Forest Depaktment objected to ' the

southern alternative on tée ground that it would

disturb the ecology of the!Rani Reserve Forest,

. \ L el
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' this alternative was abandoned by the Railways and

; they started construction of the northern

G |

'§1.4 This led to the present spate of protests by

&

f conservationists and ? environmentalists - who are

1
A

"vehemently opposaed td'the northern alternative.

F The Institute of Scientif?ce and Technological

v ' P -
ﬁ‘Research (INSTER} and the Fihal Semester Students

vof the Assam Engineering College are leading the

! protest against the northern alternative. Their

{ views appear to be strengthened by the Assam
5 1
‘ , !
! Pollution Control Board's Report entitled "A
. S5,

, ; ,
- Preliminary Environmentallslmpact Assessment on

Dipar Beel Basgin Area“.&/While these organisations
. opposed the construetiqn of the northern
3 |

alterpatlve they appear ﬁo be agreeable to the

\
‘c?nstruction of the aSOUﬂhern altermsative as a

! lesser evil. On , the o%her hand, the Forest
ﬂDepartment vehemenktly i?ﬁpose t he southern
{alternative, o ?
1.5, The representatioﬂ% éubmitted by  these

;organisations along with t he papers furnished by

i ]

‘the N F Railways and the State Forest Department

[ v ol .

are in the relevant file] of the Science and
i I ‘

Teéhnology Department. The list is at Annexure

{
.

s, |
1.6 I was benefited by discussion with a large
number of experts and officers including Shri bD.

K. Gangopadhyay, Commissioner, Revenue, Shri U, N.
i ww/k-._.\
I Aot -
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huyan,, Deputy Comm{ﬁ;}gﬁar ;! Kamrup, Shri D. Pp.
;' HORL By

ovaorests (Ceneral), Shr i

f

S
B
Opinions of E . :
experts, etc, geog; Chief Conservaﬁom
{
{
§
{«

N

i ' Deb Roy, Chieﬁ,§C2qgervator of Forests
Wildlife), sShri A, K;IDe%hBarman, Chief Engineer
Construction); N F R#ilways, Shri M. K. Satrma,

gR: Research OFfficer, Assam PoliuLlon Control Board
éhri P. C. Kalita; Executive Engineer, E&D,

|
Guwahati East Division, 'lﬂ charge of the Guwahati ‘
1 j - - e
Drainage Scheme, Profy A. HN. Bezbarua, General ;
I

Secretary, INSTER, Prof. &. Sarma, Gauhati
[ - ) D

Unlversity, Prof. T, K.%Bora, Assam Engineering

College, St?dent Leaders.6£!t1 Assam Engineering
‘ i .
College and others. ,||

1.7 Most of the'persons;n?med above travelled

‘ with me all along the Dipaﬁ;Beel and joined in the
Discussions ‘ X !

discuuolons at Sakardai on 4.10.89 and in my

chamber on different dates, | .

1.8 This has become a very|sensitive issue and
: ]

I
large sections of tggr scientists, the

I

conservationists and even the general public have
eV .

become exercised over the ifinal outcome of ' the i

|
H

not available

Consensus anquiry that I have been entTusLed to conduct. It
was really difficult to BVOIV% a consensus, Again,

it wou}d have been time con$um;ng to obtain no£es
.of diséent.‘ I have, t&wreforéi carefully gone
Lhrough the papars made available to me and examined
tha -views expressed by different organisations and

. individuals. But I have decided to draw my own

conclusions independently of the stands taken by any

of the persons and organisations, The
i ,Aﬁuad .....
3 o (H. N. Das) ;
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esponsibility for the, recommendations made in

i
|
i
P
u L:T!
“Ls report are, therefore,.‘ ine alone.

gy e s

- II. ISSUES AN{»; PROBLEMS

2‘1 1 There seems to be noidoubt about the need

for Lh0 BG line. It is afL@f long years of demand
Need for the anq agitation by the people of Assam that the
BG line I

?allways have conceded this|line from Pansharatna

) tQ " Guwahati linking

tTe bridge over the

Brahmaputra. It cannot be ab ndoned now.

{ﬁ: :IA,.\ el

’
§ .1.2 There is a pos%’bllity of stopping the BG
lxne at Azara. This‘w1ll

‘I‘%
leav1rg the Dlpar Beel : and{ the Rarii Reserve Forest
‘ \;ngr:'.i

a{one. But then thare;w;ll"e no link up with the
Stopping at R '
Azara BG line across the uaraighat bridge and 'there will
§.7 ! CE
i belno circular Railway Mgreover, the present NH,

have the advantage of

whlch also serves the airport, ' will get soaked up

i

with about 700 additional ‘trucks moving up and
down from Azara every day. i-'I‘he advantage of a BG

i}ne through Lhe ouLh ban? of Phe ‘Braﬁmaputra
Ilnklnq up the Panchalatﬁa ;Jogighopa bridge will
AL? ptactlcally 1ost;“

;éollution.

‘J,tpe traffic and the i
- i

2 1 3 In order to,’ayoid t he Dipar Beel

[ —

substanLlally one suggestion was to take the BG
line along the Brahmaputra upto Pandu and use Ll
Azara to : .
Pandu now under utilised Pandu Station. Yard. This,
however, cannot be supported because very lérge

number of local inhabitants of the settled and

congested villages on the;fsouth bank of the
: ‘,I /WA.._____, %

4 ' (H. N. Das)’
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Brahmaputra will have to, be juprooted. The area is
: I . ,
pLOh to severe eros 1on1 and reported  to be 1

1

geologically unstable. The Railways would not be

X . : . 'Y .
able to construct and'sustain such a -BG line.

Besides, this would mean crossing the N H and
W : SV ' '
dipturbing the Gauhati Uni ersity campus to a

.gLeater extent. :

2 2 1 The proposed Bargaon Marshalling Yard will

Bty

~N {4
d1 scharge polluted materlai to the Dipar Beel
'whlch m:ght destroy the fauna and the flora. The
Pollution . i
by Bargaon Doputy Chief EnglneeL of Lhe N F Railways, who was
+Marshalling 3 Lo
‘Yard . present during the local 1n¢pection, assgured that

‘6?(
be£ore discharge 1nto Lhe water all such materials
ﬁ

gqu;d be properly FLeaged.‘@ He also assured! to

I

%0?51 er a sugges LlOﬂ :for discharging such
. § ",v."
?aLerlal after tLeaLment,l directly into the

Branmaputra by a pipe 11ne gimilar to the one used

s

by:Lhe Guwahati Refinery.ﬁn
2 2. 2 I was told that the 51Le of the Marshalllng

\;l

Yard cannot be shlfted to the south, away from the
Shifting of -

Bargaon v101n1ty of the Dlpar Beel 'because suitable area

Marshalling § !

Yard does not appear to be avallaple. Moreover, any-
von . [ .

: i
shifting to the south wouldimean that the Yard
i ".' N i

- i R R 4 !
: would then be too far away from the existing BG .

line with which it has to be linked up so that 1
tralng running through the ‘Saraighat Bridge may

also discharge their cargo at the Bargaon
!

ii!

|

2.2.3 One of the objectlves of having a larger

. /Ahmwé_umN“

(#. N. Dasg)

Marshalling Yard.
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garshalling Yard “.at

pressure on theﬁyBG
i . . A

[
o

!

rgapn is to reduce the

; ‘% .
'ﬂarswﬁlllng Yard at New
Reduction Guwahati. At presen

of Trucks el
about 7000 MT oﬁ goods_out“of Wthh about 5250 MT,

Newibuwahatl is handling

l constxtuting 75 per cent,! will be shifted to i
& i r" P | . ]

Bargaon when the new BG,line is complete thus ]

geduc1ng the pressure of Lruck movement from the

#

:c1ty by 525 trucks per day, from 700 trucks per

;;%ay to 175 trucks por’ day.l It is, therefore,
R : R
s ?ssentlal that the Batgaou Yard is conﬁLucLed as
B : PR ‘.
4

,?arly as p0»31b1e although the posolbxley of a
sllght ShlfL to the ¢ouLh, bcyond ‘the Mora Bharalu

i '
+

Elver, should be con51dered»

2.3.1 As far as the Azara;Y ard is concerned, it
b

o

i

s

has to be at the weste:n Fnd of the 1line and

§hift1ng it any £urther, would mean dig}urbing

o

Azara Yard

settled villages -near thex airport. * Moreover,

there is a brick-kiln and a'ﬁuge tower of the lhigh
. . P iu.

;ension :220 Kv‘transmissioh line near the site
: - Yo ’

clected for the Azara Yard If the Yard

i

-t

e UJ

dls;harges any:, pollutlng* materlal 1t would be i
A i l

P2

28

- necessary for the Rallwgys”Lp treat the same and

; R T

‘discharge it by a pipeline running directly to' the
s oo

ot a

?rahmapu&ra. T

2.4.1‘ ‘"There 1is grave doubé whether use of the
| .
Dipar Boal as a blrd sanctuary will be allowed, In

the long run. This is because the Borjhar Airport
Airport vs, .

Bird ComPlex is only 4 to 5 km53 away, as the crow
Sanctuary H

flies, from 'the Dipar Béel. As the traffic

increases the airportiw'll#have to expand and

Ao

(H. N, Das) N
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roplanes will need vastly greater airspace] to

B R

|

1Lcle around beiote landmng, Birds have caused

xurxdbrable damagos toiaircrafts in India in the
[ - i R

B
“heLhﬂr a bird sanctwary
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2.4.2 However, as .a vasL swampy area and a huge

J". i

2
¥
.;?pen; space Dipar Beel will have many other uses.
I
i

‘.p' has been a fishery ﬁp: ailong time and the

gt
IR S

entire  Beel can be developed as a source of Ffish
Xoae i

for _the\ city. In any caso,‘ in Guwahati which

i R

annot boast of much op Tupaces, the Dipar Beel

¢
‘ghOuld alwayu be retained-as a "lungs" for the
c
X
2
I

2.5:1 . This, however, depends on the Government's
gbjlity to stop:?ncroachme?t in and around the
ipar Beel, Already soma|people with money to

paxe have started COH“LEU?LIHQ farm houses: on
% f
land parcelled out by unscrupulous Mandal

1

anangoes and Cllcle Offlcers all around thp Beel.

BE2es] @-ﬁ ik

oue industries also have ﬁ?me up. I was told
hgt lands with valuable Lr?es have been settled
u th traders in the Ran1 Res?rve Forest, On both
élaes of the PWD Road thr%ugh the Rani Reserve
Forest fencroachments could, e noticed along with
uld seLLlement with the Lrlﬁal people, Even now
pefiodic pattas are being lﬁsued to encroachers,
| 1

both rich and poor, and m?ro and more land is

being " filled up to construit houses along the

fringe of the Dipar Beel. .The BSF Hou51ng Complex

| :
| 1
M‘*—-——
.

|
|
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has come up right in the SwWampy area of the Beel,
: N ‘

" This area has not been raﬁsed and it is very
IR ! |

likely that the Bs F‘% re¢i?enL1al area willx get
flooded when the water ]LVQl rises next tlme.

. N\
2.%.2 It is egsential to Temove the encroachment
. : at =

S both in  the Dipar Beel andﬂin the Rani Reserve
3

Forest. This will be a stlFendous task in a city

t

;where encroachment has becomh almost the order of

! i 1 |

.Lhe day; To illusﬁ:ate the point it may be

§ |

. )  mentioned that it ig:onJY(in Guwahati that the
iDirector of Town and, ”C ntry Planning (now

tretirved) dateq to taka up p ivate construction on- i

-‘,».

- ;road side reserve land in a busy thoroughfare to’
Encroachment i
by important i rent out for commercial» pukpo ses, the Director
functionaries :

' iGenezai of Police (now retlred) dares to fill up

' .an important public dtaxn for his own private wuse
as a kitchen garden.thps obgtructing free flow of
étorm water in the congésteg Silpukhiéi area and
the Railways can prevent Ehe State. ‘Government !
éggencies from evicting:iengfoachers from their
if_land. This has to ;be changed and bold steps

3

:should be taken to, avict! t he encroachers,
»

Deterrent and exemplary punishment to a few
Revenun Officials might mitigate sthe problem.

2.6.lz I was told that the ggadient in the Greater
i

N Guwahati area 1is such thaL the snwage has to be

passed Lhrouqh the Dipar Baal atna and only thon
Disposal of v

i
of raw along the Khanamukh river‘to the north and the
sewage j

Ralmoni river to the wegt before discharge into
i

i
N

| (H, N." pag)
H .

|

-

the Brahmaputra. Theregfis no other way of
|

!
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Swg
The present scheme is to

Sk

?isposing of the:sewagse.
L PR

?ischarge the raw,cewag 'Ggrectly into the Dipar
f ?1 through the Mora Uhara11 river at the extreme

fouth east of the Beel +; % This will mean that the

b

{
wage will get mlxgd up‘yith the water body i and

£

svg

ontamlnaLe the entlre Beel.[ When the excess

PR SRR / R

ater pﬁsses out Lhtough Lhe Rhanamukh and the
. I ¢ S
lman1 rivers it yould leave behind the splid

o N “n

i
i
P 'JW =
r
[o+]

in the Dipa;,Beelitd further pollute the
i AR

i

)

atfr body. This is unaccﬁptabié. I have asked

Executive Engineer (E&q%;who is in charge of

T
D’
i

th% Scheme to plan for a ﬁfeatment Plant at the

1 b

mouth of the Beel and Lheq pass on the treated
3 '

[

sewage through a plpehllne wT:ch will not disturb

.-ecology of the,Dlpa B@el There does not
appear to be any other'way oI dealing with the
¥ i

matter.

ﬁhe, Guwahati Munlclpal Lo pqréLion at Gotanagar
L -

¥ &

near the Sanskrlt College

I
4 i

fw111 polliute the Dipar
8

Beel. Slnce the! Marshalllng Yard is being
\é H 2 =f'r"1\”§
pLoposed in Bargaon a sepa'ate'Truck Terminal does

H 4 Lot n 1

not appear to be neceg¢aryfat GoLanagat. What can

|

be done is to acqulre an, equivalenL area of Jand

.

near Bargaon and sh;[t the Truck Terminal there,
]

The land aL GoLanagax may be handed over to’ythe

1}
i

1‘ .E

Sanskrit College or to the Ayurvedlc Col]ege for a

,play ground. The State Government should allocate
P
sufficient funds for}fenc1ng in the .entire area of
{oe ‘ l P ' !
¥ - /LM?’ Z\_.:____\

{H. N. Das)
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T?thign plgy ground:sq:t? E;Epgre is no encroachment
f:sf ény one. !
5.8.1 Guwahati ouffersgfroT‘chronlc traffic’ | jams
H
; %nd road-side &CCldPPLS\uLG Fn the increase. The
5u&? of vehicles on the roads of the city have
‘£ECXLased severl fold. durlnq Lhe x:sL few decades
‘Traffic o T .
congestion %hlle the road lcnth'has not 1ncreaged in the
,égme proportion, : lh? ;QOA itidn of some of, the
) ‘fiiﬁdv has even d?}ef}géfygﬁ during this peﬁiod.
. ‘{;«gls necesvary Lo;plan £ E:alroad system which
L:ﬁ. However,‘the
f;tst leorlLy should be' increase the number of
, . ’ OilLleL“ 2 so that the.
E;u;k %;iway Stations andl the
‘ .géréhaliing Yargslls ?ﬂgﬂt?,?nd traffic from and
ﬁ;§§ the airport begomas)?etter oréanlsed )
; ?£§§2; "In . the. MasLéF; ll'“for1 breatet Guwahati
! ggblxshed |
T B !
Lhrouga ‘the Rani ReservetforesL. This has been
NH Diversion b

?one becauae Lhere is absoldtely no other way or
f E 1 :

&Lbe[N H can be dlvetted

LI

Wit

é ion wlll not add much to
) N .|
1@ polluLlon becaus e‘alxeddy @ FWD road exists on

n any case such a dlve

i,, .

1 x
i . ARARE S1

- b

iy P

\

he souLhnLn fringe of Sh ?nl Reserve Forest. A

A
}égh Voltage 220 Kv Transq?sszon Line with huge
HBigh Tengion RS
line towers of tha Agsan State EchLrlciLy Board pousas
v
by the PWD Road,

)l
2.8.3 At present the N H passes right through the
P ‘ : i
Gauhati unhati University, This ?isturbs the academic
University E
aLmoqphere and causes a greaf deal of confusion in
:‘.’x. :

10




R o e i e

'f;hg University Campus,t” t is necessary to take

I
: S
sthe N H away from the Unlver51ty area. . But ithis
(A : "|
ig p0031ble only through the Rani Reserve Forest

[1 -

és is appaLanL to any onelw1th personal knowledge

. | i
of the area. This will be b%ear also from a close j

H FIRET
i « 1t

tudy of the contour wap of“Fhe area.

.
N

2 8.4 It is probably not g@neraliy realised that
R
G all‘ traffic to and from the North Eastern Region

beyond GuwahaLl, excepp'pephaps a small portion

lyhzch takes the northern| route to the Kalia

Bhomora bridge, . has tpipaé; through-the traffic

‘_‘L

junctlon at the foot,

jxe Séraighqt bridge in
%he south bank.hi .true for both Rail and

' Road straffic. 'Lon at this junction

‘q

Law and » mlghL paralyse all move?anLu to and from the Horth
Order ' T

Eas!ern Reglon. as dangerous portends for
wi ! : t

1aw and ' order stuaLlons” ' Moreover, national

Py )1.7 Iy

secuxiLy might beljeoqudised in the event of an

National ﬁmergency if by chance;th{g jpnction is put out of
Security L L

comm1u31on. If that h ppenq troop movement would

A": ‘ xi‘

l:be completely halted.

§ng;§n eventuality ha§ to
gel'av01ded at ‘anyg‘ééspgili Therefore, it is
;éssentiaL that an N H péveision is built urgently.
qnforﬁunately, there iglnoto;her alternative but
to éonstruct the Diversion throggh the Rani
Rasorve Forents,
Iit. Tue NORT{IERN ‘I\‘.[“‘['ERNA'J.‘IVE

§.l The northern alte;natiée;has the advantage of

avoiding» the Rani Reserve Forest. If it is

preferred there will be no dlsturbance on account

11




Less
disturbance
to animals

4
More distur-
bance to
institutins
and villages

Growth of
Slums

R S :

| d R

AT,

‘of;the BG llne to the elephaan .and other animals

wnlyh have en;oyed
[SEEIAEN x

(heir hablLaL

Forest as

for the

QLSLULbance the anlmals are already sufferlng from

he setLled villaes; encroachers, the PWD Road

ey T
and the HLgh Teris ion 220, RV Transmission Line.

N

3 2. However, ‘1t 'w11155k1rt the Dlpar Beel on

R i T Loty

three Ldes - wasLexn,‘:notheLn and eastern, in

gﬁat order. This w111 cr?aLe disfairbance and
éOlIULLOﬂ for the Gauhall Unlver31ty Campus, the
Aasam Bngineerlng College  Campus, ﬁhe Assam
;;nskxlt’ College Campus anqlthe Assam Ayurvedic

College Campus beside the sgttled villages in' the
i .

‘ !
|
!
|

e

Azara, Chariali, DharapUL4 Khanamukh, Jalukbari,

thgnagar, etc, areas, ' i
3.3 IE the BG line is: pushﬁd further towards the
Beel' in the hope of re@gginﬁ the disturbance to

the institutions mentionediabove the ecology. of
|

the Dipar Beel will be,mone}iadveréely affected,

It will then leave muqh?legs area in the Dipar
SEETEERN I

Beel; Moreover, the garea falling on the other
P N i

side of the BG line, that‘és, outside the Dipar
Qeel, will become shallowkand fall prey to the

encroachers who will cerLalnly convert the entire

Vi ; i

area into a huge slum probably worse even than

o
RDharavi.

it

'1.4. - If the BG line is pubhed further away from

the Dipar Beel in the hope of saving as much of

the Beel as it is 90951b19,;hen the hazards! of
; K b

q
1
I
¥

12 (H. N. Das)




A more
northern
alignment

NMeed for NH
Diversion

Stoppage of

Storm water
drainage

N

i\

}

;:‘1most the same.’ @ . '} |  ‘£i
: ( i

.'l‘~ i

pollutlon to the institutxns mentioned at para 3.2

w1L1 increase. At the same time the dangexs of

encroachment and :slum congLructlon will vremain

‘345 The northexn alLernatlve will not in any case
':< 1

rayoid the n¢ assity of congtruction of an N H
¥t H . L ) ,
Diversion which, as has b?en already explained,
¥, + i

¥ H

. I
hags to- ‘bé through the RanﬁiRGServe Forest. It
[ i

’ i

cannot be by the side of thé BG line (northern:

‘ l‘ -
alternative) because it 1111 be too near the
y

existing N H and will noL ulflll the objectives

a3 .

,?i a Diversion. Moreover, it will then take away

much more area out of‘tha-?ipar Beel and reduce

Lhe ‘extent of the watefxbody It will increase
RS PR
(R i

|
N pollutlon in the congevLed|Treas of the wvillages

T SR !

and Lle institutions men_lon?d at para 3.2.

3,6 » What is of paramoun
|

that the northern glternatwve will effectively

Al

Tportance is the fact

P

L .

otop the storm water dra

\ ~ v p..

ﬂ;om Lhn entire wegtexn parL of Greater Guwahati
a o . h E ‘]

1

Lrom Pandu to Jalukbarl and Gotanagar and from

nage to the Dipar Beel?

Khanamukh to Azara.

: ‘ fas ‘ |
%uwghati will become\ worse than in  the

éastern part wh1ch getv
% ;
waLer 1ogglng after every haxlsLorm and rain. It
i
may be recalled that‘the ' BG embankment from

térribly affected by

Kamakhya to New Guwabati is priﬁarily responsible

for the water*logging‘of Guwahati city.

i

A ”f"(‘r\

13 b (H.. N. Das)
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Iv. THE SOUTHE&N‘ALTERNATIVE : 1

H

N h , . : h .
‘4 1 p The ,southern $alternqtive will have the
dls:uvanLage that it

:‘5 i3

Ref:rve Forest. : IL w111,

‘ass through the Rani

,,to some extent, affect

Pollution A ' L
and . movement of elephants and other animals. . It will
animal L ‘ | %
movement ?lso? pollute the alea 1n the northern fringe of

PE SR T

Eha Ranl Reserve Forest. i

i

‘§.2 3 HHowever, it has Lo be,ramﬁmbered that there

e g ; o

 already a PWD Road LuLough the Rani Reserve

revt. ; The ‘route of Lh@l H Diversion will

robably have to be along1tTis Road. There is a
[ !

Alignment
causing least
disturbance
to animals

igh Ten31on 220 KV TcansmﬁQSLOn line along the
o | .

cf the Dipar Beel. ;%arge areas have been

: |

seLtled with old EEQldPHtu ané quite a substantial !

@rga has bee either enjroached or illegally

S

)

sotreled with tradexs and n1?ale class people who

o

o
=~
e m

neither fishermen nor farmers by any stretch

£, imagination. Thefj(Bgl line can be /built

i
Py

amw

ting the encnoachcxo.
:!"‘(l

much to the southern fringe of the hill ranges as
!

is possible. The formation of the hills are

uch that passages Eor storm waLnr can always be

It can be aligned : as

. 5—«
G

OO/ I _N_. mcim'xﬁko e
(22

prov1ded below the BG embankmenL between parallel
raﬂgeé qﬁ hills. .For the elephants and other
( \J'.

jnlmalo water tanks can be dug 1n the valleys and

dalas beLwagn the hills in Lhé vasl arpahse of bthe

- ‘ u
Ranl Resorve Foreat v

i
i
V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS . . 0!
5.1.1 Basic to the entire controversy is the fact
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that the BG llne £rom Pan% araLna to Guwahati is
,ib s./Alq_;

3b olutely essentlal fo he‘future development of

Y\

BG line Lhc otate and the hoth Eastarn Region. ’ Under no
absulute Pk e
must., c*acumaLaxceu can tl be stopped or even
3 : : RG

E

urinecessarily delayed Any,delay will benefiﬁ the
¥

nigoad system.
'5 1.2 . Clven Lne abov ba§ic fact the task is to

.deLermln the al;gnme‘ of ths BG line, more

"x' : '

7pLe01¢e1y in the short leg sklrtJng the Dipar Beel
Alternatives ¥ {

by either of the two alternativeu described in the

t

foregoxng chapters.

i

%.2.1 On a very close examlnaLlon of all the pros
Qnd cons, as deocrlbed in détail in the foregoing

' ¥ !
ghaptera, it is wy con51dered op1n1on that the

)

Southern gouthern alternat1ve has to be chosen, at least as

alternative -7 i
preferable. a lesser evil, The overnldzng interest  of

national: security would alqo dictate that this
t ! 'l‘

i !

)

5 3.1 This means that betﬁ%en Azara and Bargaon
] !

Lhe BG line will have to %asa through the Rani

alternative is preferred.

No further *

damage to ReseLve Forest by its, northern fringe. Thie
animal i1 P UH

habitat. habitat . of the elephants an@ other animals will

L' be fuLther afiectcd by ﬁhls allgnmcnt because

most of the aforesald a;@a'iﬁ alrsady populated bLy
B

gettled villayers, ﬁncrcacparﬂ and rich/middle

, cla“s people who have obLaznqd pattas probably ' by

1llegal/1rregular means. . Where are also a PWD
o

KV Transmission line

Aol _
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Road and a High Tensionb220;

i '
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.with its huge towers passing through this area.
Animals i . H
;gIn any case the animals avoid the area and live in i

Lhﬂ interior of the Rani Rererve Forest.
|

?.3. However, the Railways will have(to,provide

‘

jenough outlets in behween the hill ranges for
Outlets for -
storm water !storm water to pass th:ough to the Dxpar Beel from-

i
b '

»the interior of the Rani Reserve Forest. While
-éplanning for such outletsli$é senior officers of
Lhe State Forest anaztnenLWGHould be .consulted.
5.3.3,: The Forest DcpaztméLL will have to dig a

[

Water tanks ' number of water tanks 1n Lhe 1nter10r of the Rani

for animals

_u-.;.. P IR ﬁ,,,' S

o i
Re serve Forest for the elephants and other animals

;so that these anima1§ ?2:2?Flnéed %? LraYel to the
éDip ar Beel for drxnklng}wéﬁér. w

7 AR

;?.3.4 On both szd§§w9£¥ﬁﬁ? BG ling and also on
%2 PR H

, .boph sides of. the &{%Q.Diéarbion, to be built

th ough the

Lfoxest, barbed wire

Encroachersg ' !
to be "ffenc1ﬂg should be erected Lo prevent encroachers, :
prevented N i 4 ‘ I
and evicted, f-poarher etc, from Qngering thie Forests,. The ?

i

exzstlng encroachmentsi‘gshould be .cleared
i - ' !

immediately. B '

5.3.5 Except , for {tlm <« BG line and the !N H

B

-
Diversion there should be no other installations
allowed within the Rani IReserve Forest. - This

means that the trains will have to pass through

e e .t g L St e

this area from Azara to Bargaon non—sbop. Similar
Non~gtop ?

traing & will be the position of| trucks on the N u
trucks., i
Diver51on. No Dhabhas, etc. can be provided
within.this area.

|
i
|
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Prevention
of noise
pollution

The Azara
Yard

Attempt to
shift
Baxrgaon
marshalling
Yard

..
ENSEUOR S

T —— S ——
5.3.6 It is true that there will be some noise

pollutlon in the area. -Thls cannot be entirely
1 1‘ r [

avoided. Howaver,? 1n %h¥91cally determining the
jilgnnenL of the BG line lﬁ should be seen that
;Q‘ the extent ‘possxblat it passes through a
;orrxdor on the northern 81delof the high hills so
ghat these hills may ??h as  barriers to
élcxoachment and parLlculqil& 'to noise pollution
gtl Ica in  the 1ntet10LiLf the Rani Reserve
¥
Forest. 1

5'3F7 The SLaLlon Yard at(AbaLa and the Goods

Marshalling Yard at Barg?on are absclutely
. | !
essentlal Neither can be dispensed with. Azara

4

5

geasons described 1n para 2.3.1. A Treatment
i 3 L . ,‘_. i ¢‘] i

Yard vcannot be shzfted Euftﬁer to the west due to

' Plantl for polluting 'materlals may have to be

""l

insLalled with a ’disc1arge pipeline to the

T

Brahmaputra. v 7+

5.3.8 As far as the Goods’Ma:shalling Yard at
|

BaLgaon is concexned, an, atuampt should be made by

§ %

ghg, Railways in collaboratxon with "the Deputy

Qommxssxoner, Famrup, to shlft it as far as it is

/ e

gogsiblﬂ to the south and probab]y beyond the Mora

Bharalu river.: . A Ireqtme?t Plant along with a

v
: i

41scharge pipeline ‘tojthe! Brahmaputra willl be
necsssacy. "The 1and glvan Eor the Barygaon Yard

nhould bao eufflcient to accommodate all concerned

H

including FcCI, STATFED, ASWC, etc. The Truck

Terminal should be shifted from Gotanagar to
. i : . h

Baigaon either . inside the Yard or contiguous to

ot

‘ §
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Alignment °
of the
linking

BG line.,

No soft®
options.

Road to
Fatagsil~-
Ambari

Road to
Ganeshguri
and Kahili~
para

o i

<r1‘ s

et
3. The allgnment

|;"

’;the linking BG line

i
3
5
:

L yond the Bargaon Marshalllng Yard ohould be

xhanged ‘as Eollows- a Ah Lhe nearest p01nt of the
t .

Bargaon Marshalling Xard the BG line should Cross

N H 37 to the easterp sxdefand then ¢ont1nue along
5 & i

the N H 37 to the no:th,andumeet the existing BG

Ze
5!

il : L

llne at a p01nt west o£ Kamakhya but avoiding, as

o '

€
?qel.' Thls will"reduca disturbance to the
institutlons mentloped at paragraph 3.2 and " also
@
mlnlmxse

the problem of °Lorm water discharge to

hc Dipar Beel ;

1

¢

%

[

§

5.4.1 We have to think ahead and evolve permanent
i ! :

gsolutions for this area instead of running after
!

i .
ad hoc and soft options.  That is why I have
[

suggested that the N H Diversion has tb be planned

for from now itself along w1Ln the BG ling.

5 4.2 The present NH 37 w11
Qeside that the Road fromjthe junction of the
P

Rt

ieed this diversion.

OLand diversion “and L!m present HNH 37 to

Qatagil Ambatl and then on Lﬁ the Assam Prunk Road

qhould be broadened and 1ﬁ?roved 80 Lhat c1ty

trdfflc‘to the alrport may pﬁqs through this route
P I

: i ¢

instead of Lhorugh the GauhiLl University Campus.

5.4.3 The Road from banea?guni via Kahlilipava

s

which joins the present Ambaﬁi -Fatasil Road should
also be broadened and 1mproved to act as a feeder

road for the alrport trafflclfrom the southern and

; ot
. .
i SO
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Road to
Bharalunukh

Road Lo
Ulubari-
Charali

High Power
Board.

Detailed
Environmental
Study

%
. goad ‘between Ulubarxi® Ch
B

o,

Y

_

I
I

— - i

easteLn parts of Lhe c1Ly. %u
‘) | x’

5.4.4 Similarly the Road! ‘from Bharalumukh to
&

waarinatasil should e br?almned and improved to
fgtijas a Eeedsr for alrpéﬁt traffic Efrom the
é:st rn part of Lhﬁ\clty.l~WH

%;4;5 Another Iroad iwhlcﬁ will have to be

?roadened and meroved forpLhe game purpose is the

Nl

) :
_1 The nch £or retain1ng the Dlpar Beel as a

and Ambari- -Fatasil.

.+, "lungs! or the ci as-been mentioned® ati para
"lungs" £ tl Ly h b t d*
Da . e

2;412. . The State! overnment may cons ider

appOLnthg a ngh; PoweL%Board on a 'permanent
¥ ¥ S

pqglg,' for conservation‘and improvement of the

tire Dlpar Beel are Thevchalrman may-be a

gsxsted by part- lee Members who are technically

ualified in the Lelevantldlscipllnes and a small

,5.2 A detailed envxrpnmental study of the Dipar
Bael should he commls Loneq,by the Board or by the
B B

%La\ Covernment. >rhe Study Team should consist

of experts in this 11ne and stepo shiould be taken

%or _development of Lhe“enLlre ar~a as recommended

by the Study Team.
! \
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Additional Chief Secretary
Assam, Dispur.
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