SAVE THE CAT ~ blake snyder

in a bowling alley!” The oncs that combine two or more movies are
especially irksome. You sit there, trying to imagine how "It’s
Heathers meets M*A*SH#H™ really works. What is that? Spoiled
teenage girls join the Army? A medical team is airlifted to a high
school to save kids who are shooting cach other? What? And odds

are all the pitcher is doing is grabbing two hit movies and hoping

GIVE ME THE SAME THING... ONLY DIFFERENT!

made. You can make up your own categories, you can add others
to this list, but I hope you won’t need to. You will also note that
nowhere in this list do I have standard genre types, such as
Romantic Comedy, Epic, or Biography — because those names
don’t really tell me anything about what the story is. And that’s
what I need to know.

- — 111\).,(:.: ‘h.}\\
The 10 types of movies 1 hav t ized h .\\( : a
i e categoriz . A
Awfm\ymmzoqjmw"%o::mf,_‘:z. bombs to describe these mad eg ed here are: \ ///;m
\

Monster in the House — Of which Jaws, Tremors, Alien, The v

there's some element in there that someone will like. e e

doctor experiments; it's never “Ihtar mects Howard the Duck™ — an

example which tells you exactly how bad a technique this is.)
And yet... I admit I do it.

The reason categorizing your movie is a good idea is that it's
important for you, the screenwriter, to know what type of movie
you're writing. Of the many ways to get lost while in the middle of
writing a screenplay, this is the most common. When [ am writing
4 movie, when Steven Spielberg is writing a movie, referencing
other movies, looking for clues of plotting and character within
the genre, is commonplace. And thus, when you are stuck in your
story or when you're preparing to write, you will "screen” a dozen
movies that are like the one you're working on to get clues about
why certain plot elements are important, why they work or don't,
and where you can change the cliché into something fresh.

I'here are 10 movie genres that have proven to be good places to
start this process. That's all they are, a place to start —we'll get into

how to move past them next.

As | search for matches in this game of genre gin rummy —- do Ilook
for vuns or pairs? — I'm interested in creating categories of movies
that T can add more movies to every year. And | think within these

1O story types, you can stick just about every motion picture ever

Exorcist, Fatal Attraction, and Panic Room are examples.

Golden ﬂﬂa.nnn — This is the category of movie best exemplified by
Star Wars; The Wizard of Oz; Planes, Trains and Automobiles; Back To

['he Future; and most "heist movies.’

Cﬁm, of the Bottle — This incorporates films like Liar, Liar; Bruce
Almighty; Love Potion #9; Freaky Friday; Flubber; and even my own
little kid hit from Disney, Blank Check. \

Dude with a Problem — This is a genre that ranges in style, tone,
and emotional substance from Breakdown and Die Hard to Titanic
and Schindler’s List.

Rites Of Passage — Every nrwsmmnn.m-:wm story from 10 to Ordinary
I'cople to Days of Wine and Roses makes this category. i

Buddy Love — This genre is about more than the buddy movie
dynamic as seen in cop buddy pictures, Dumb & Dumber, and Rain

Wun — but also every love story ever made!

Whydunit — Who cares who, it's why that counts. Includes
Cliunatown, China Syndrome, JFK, and The Insider.
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