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Figure 1. Persons 18 and Older as a Percent of Total Population
in ND: 1970, 1980, 1990 and 2000 & July 1, 2002 Estimate
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census; and the Population Division,
http://eire.census.gov/popest/estimates.php




Table 1. Voting-Age Population by Gender and Age Distributions in North Dakota by County: July 1, 2002

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Division, http://eire.census.gov/popest/data/counties/CO-EST2002-ASRO-01.php

Persons 18 Years and Older

Percent Distribution

Ages Ages Ages Ages Ages Ages

Area Total Males Females 18 to 24 25 to 34 35t0 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 plus

North Dakota 487,298 49.49 50.51 15.60 15.92 18.58 18.77 11.82 19.31
Adams 1,945 47.25 52.75 7.30 8.84 17.12 20.77 15.22 30.75
Barnes 8,981 48.68 51.32 14.78 11.38 15.79 19.26 13.28 25.51
Benson 4,487 50.10 49.90 14.11 14.55 20.08 18.56 13.95 18.74
Billings 661 51.89 48.11 10.44 10.44 22.39 24.96 14.07 17.70
Bottineau 5,518 49.53 50.47 11.65 9.15 16.42 20.95 15.26 26.57
Bowman 2,458 49.10 50.90 8.83 10.50 17.53 19.77 14.52 28.84
Burke 1,753 50.37 49.63 6.96 8.04 16.77 19.51 17.34 31.37
Burleigh 54,932 48.54 51.46 16.09 16.77 19.66 19.40 11.60 16.48
Cass 97,510 49.99 50.01 19.31 22.26 18.75 17.63 9.51 12.54
Cavalier 3,551 49.51 50.49 6.62 7.24 17.32 20.92 17.12 30.78
Dickey 4,277 48.59 51.41 13.77 12.65 14.80 17.58 13.42 27.78
Divide 1,806 49.06 50.94 7.48 7.14 14.89 19.27 16.06 35.16
Dunn 2,687 50.54 49.46 10.27 10.90 18.57 22.55 15.18 22.52
Eddy 2,071 48.91 51.09 9.56 9.32 16.37 20.14 12.51 32.11
Emmons 3,183 49.95 50.05 6.53 8.61 17.40 17.94 15.27 34.24
Foster 2,742 48.29 51.71 8.50 11.89 19.18 17.87 13.57 28.99
Golden Valley 1,353 46.93 53.07 9.24 9.90 18.03 20.03 13.67 29.12
Grand Forks 50,369 50.58 49.42 23.96 20.27 17.65 16.10 9.31 12.72
Grant 2,151 49.28 50.72 6.83 9.48 15.30 20.22 16.64 31.52
Griggs 2,090 49.43 50.57 8.95 8.56 15.07 20.77 14.69 31.96
Hettinger 2,065 50.51 49.49 7.60 8.33 15.79 20.63 15.30 32.35
Kidder 2,050 50.34 49.66 8.98 8.49 17.56 20.49 14.24 30.24
LaMoure 3,543 49.82 50.18 9.71 9.48 18.12 18.77 13.69 30.23
Logan 1,732 48.33 51.67 5.54 8.20 16.92 16.40 16.92 36.03
McHenry 4,475 50.15 49.85 9.41 10.23 17.09 20.72 14.03 28.51
Mclintosh 2,655 47.42 52.58 6.97 7.57 14.80 14.24 13.67 42.75
McKenzie 4,113 49.55 50.45 11.28 10.38 19.43 22.68 15.24 20.98
McLean 7,121 49.25 50.75 8.82 9.38 16.30 22.55 16.74 26.20
Mercer 6,367 49.84 50.16 9.89 9.20 23.40 24.39 13.81 19.30
Morton 19,055 49.27 50.73 12.06 14.52 20.37 20.75 12.47 19.83
Mountrail 4,814 48.67 51.33 10.91 12.36 17.37 20.69 14.94 23.74
Nelson 2,749 48.16 51.84 6.18 7.42 15.31 20.23 16.37 34.49
Oliver 1,450 51.24 48.76 10.00 8.07 17.93 29.66 16.90 17.45
Pembina 6,422 50.37 49.63 10.68 11.12 18.16 21.50 13.38 25.16
Pierce 3,546 47.88 52.12 9.00 10.18 18.44 17.91 13.34 31.13
Ramsey 9,028 48.90 51.10 11.59 12.28 19.53 18.90 13.28 24.42
Ransom 4,513 50.76 49.24 9.26 14.05 17.93 19.03 12.90 26.83
Renville 2,043 49.98 50.02 9.79 10.28 17.87 20.70 13.17 28.19
Richland 13,634 52.45 47.55 20.71 13.16 18.02 17.90 10.76 19.45
Rolette 9,010 47.88 52.12 16.33 16.75 21.93 18.48 11.99 14.53
Sargent 3,195 52.11 47.89 8.39 13.02 19.84 21.10 15.87 21.78
Sheridan 1,263 50.91 49.09 6.65 6.02 14.41 20.43 17.89 34.60
Sioux 2,583 50.99 49.01 20.83 20.83 21.95 16.88 10.49 9.02
Slope 577 53.90 46.10 9.19 9.36 19.93 23.74 14.21 23.57
Stark 16,896 48.19 51.81 16.32 13.49 18.43 19.12 11.84 20.79
Steele 1,603 52.09 47.91 9.54 9.42 18.34 20.96 15.16 26.58
Stutsman 16,868 48.41 51.59 14.50 12.17 18.32 19.98 12.32 22.71
Towner 2,160 50.05 49.95 7.73 7.13 19.26 20.65 14.58 30.65
Traill 6,392 49.47 50.53 14.03 12.19 18.52 18.29 12.72 24.25
Walsh 9,220 49.08 50.92 9.65 11.59 18.89 20.53 13.97 25.36
Ward 42,828 49.22 50.78 16.63 19.23 19.18 16.90 10.69 17.37
Wells 3,808 48.42 51.58 7.12 7.46 17.86 18.80 15.05 33.72
Williams 14,995 48.32 51.68 13.02 12.18 18.59 21.31 12.80 22.09
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Voting-Age Population Continues to Increase in North Dakota

With political campaigns getting underway, current population estimates released from the Population Division of
the U.S. Census Bureau provide an opportunity to examine the voting-age population (persons 18 years and older) in North
Dakota by county for July 1, 2002. These population estimates are the focus of this month’s Population Bulletin released
from the North Dakota State Data Center at North Dakota State University in Fargo, North Dakota. The number of North
Dakota residents of voting age was estimated at 487,298 in 2002, an increase of 5,947 persons or 1.2 percent from the
2000 Census, and 23,883 persons or 5.2 percent from 1990. In 1970, fewer than two-thirds of persons in North Dakota
were of voting age. This proportion grew to three-fourths in 2000 and nearly 77 percent in 2002. “The growth in the voting
age population is mainly due to the overall aging of the state’s population,” said Richard Rathge, Director of the State Data
Center.

In 2002, approximately the same number of women as men were of voting age in North Dakota. The elderly
(persons 65 years and older) comprised 19.3 percent of the voting-age population and persons 18 to 24 represented 15.6
percent. It is important to note that these population estimates include persons who are ineligible to vote, such as non-
citizens, convicted felons, and prison inmates, but exclude Americans living overseas who can vote.

These population estimates are important in considering voter turnout rates for North Dakota. According to the
November 2000 Voter and Registration supplement to the Current Population Survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau
(http://www.bls.census.gov/cps/cpsmain.htm), older age groups were significantly more likely than younger age groups
to vote. Approximately 74 percent of elderly (persons 65 and older) voted in 2000 compared to 58 percent of persons 18
to 24. The age differential in voting is an extremely important factor in the outcome of elections. According to the July 1,
2002 population estimates, in three out of every four North Dakota counties (41 of 53 counties), elderly populations
exceeded 20 percent of persons 18 and older. In one out of every three counties (18 of 53 counties), elderly populations
exceeded 30 percent. Since three out of four seniors typically vote, they represent a major voting block that will likely decide
many North Dakota races.

Along with gender and age, other indicators were also related to the propensity to vote in the 2000 presidential
election. According to the November 2000 Voter and Registration supplement, North Dakota homeowners, married
individuals, persons with higher education, higher incomes, and employment were more likely to vote. In the 2000
presidential election, North Dakota ranked 1% in percent voter turnout (70.4 percent of citizens 18 and older). The top three

reasons why 30 percent of North Dakota citizens did not vote in 2000, included non-interest, busy schedules, and bad

weather.
*k*k
North Dakota State Data Center For more information, contact:
North Dakota State University
IACC Building, Room 424 or PO Box 5636 Dr. Richard Rathge, Director Karen Olson, Information Specialist View publication online at:
Fargo, North Dakota 58105-5636 (701) 231-8621 (701) 231-1060 http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/sdc/pu
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