SSG BRANDON KOH

CONTACT
INFORMATION:
1 Address:
SSG Brandon Kopp
HHB 1 -134 FA RGT
Camp Patriot, Kuwait

Br an

d on

Adventure New

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 7

14 OCTOBER 2008

S opeclal Edition: Actual Kuwaiti Adv

November 1st.

1 E-mail:
kopp.36@osu.edu

{ You can also check out
my Facebook page

TOMORROWS S
WEATHER:

Sunny

fHigh: 103°

flLow: 71°
fHighest Temp. So Far: 128°

RETURN HOME
COUNTDOWN:
Approx Date: 10 Dec 2008
56 Days

IMPORTANT

ABBREVIATIONS:

TAIT - Advanced Individual Training

ANCOC - Advanced Nor
Commissioned Officer Course

TBNCOC - Basic Non
Commissioned Officer Course

KNB - Kuwait Naval Base

TMOSQ - Military Occupational
Specialty Qualification

MSG- Master Sergeant

MWR - Morale, Welfare, and
Recreation

TNCOES- Non-Commissioned
Officer Education System

PV2- Private (E2)

WLC - Warrior Leader Course

Well, for those of you keeping about what | 6d
track at home
since | last sent out a newsletter.
They have gotten fewer and far-
ther between primarily because
interesting stories have also be-
come hard to find. Fear noj
however, because as thin
begin to draw to a closq"
there are likely to be som

stories worth talking about.

Betwee

This Kuwaiti Newsletter ig
actually very special becal
it is the first to live up to its

llugglge thatave are ok allawed

i tdus reﬂﬂa%eemgntsufégind & Nos bring back so | will have to

arrive this week and that gives
cause for hope. As you can see i
there are only 56 days left until | € 9 Y
expect to be home.

send it home on my dime. Aside
from that we have to pack unit

pment, ready

n paperwork (which | have a part

in), and train our replace-
ments, then

Other than the occasional
task my time is primarily filled
with worry over my stocks
and over the presidential
election. Of course with the
market being the way it is my

wedr e

name. In the past month g stocks took a tremendous
so | have had sever| hit. | learned how to buy
dadventureso decent stocks but
actual Kuwaitis and life b learned to sell out of them
yond KNB. These events a before they tank. They are
described in greater detail clawing their way back
the following pages, but sy t hough. I 6m will
fice it to say, these are th with the rest of the eco-
stories | dve nomic ship if it helps lift up
whole time to experience. Bar ack Obamads c

Aside from these experi though and it appea_rs to have
ences, things have been The Kuwaiti Towers in Kuwait done that. !n fact his success
really, really, really boring.city. The observation deck on seems to be inversely propor-
Those things that used to bring _ tional to my lack of success with

_ the taller tower is about 400 my stocks.

great joy no longer do. Steakft high
and shrimp night, for example, ~ ' The only other point of inter-
has become just another night. | est is the increasingly temperate
dondt know i f hdweand sthere thdres arehsarmeeweather. October 6th was the
always been bad but lately | findminor hoops we will all have to first sus100 degree high day we
them inedible. Friday, Mongolianjump through. For example, next have had since mitla y . We 6 r «
stir-fry night has stepped up to week we have to pack half of our having a resurgence of humidity
fill the void but its still no com- baggage into containers that willn ow b u't I 6m confid

parison to what | might find be shipped home. Each anddays are ahead.

around home. every kem Ihaa b besghoroughly g4 with that | hope you are all
food-focused daydreaming lately.searched by Navy Customs. doing well and | hope you enjoy
This week | found myself That is sure to be a pain. They ihe  kuwaiti
downloading menus from my allowed us to bring quite a bit of
favorite restaurants and thinking stuff over here in our military

Adventures de-
scribed on the following pages.
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Ramadan

September was the Muslim stricted activities including f Muslims sustain themselves
holy month of Ramadan (rah drinking (even water), eating, for the day by eating a large
muhdawn). In an effort to smoking, and sex. These ac-meal before sunrise, called
scare, bore, and educate ustivities are all permissible after Syhoor, and by breaking the
into compliance with the many sunset however. fast after sundown, called Iftar.
rules associated with Ramadan
we received a briefing. |
thought you might like to hear
the more interest-|
ing highlights:

1 Since this is the middle east { After Ramadan is over Mus-
there are, of course, punish- |ims celebrate with a three day
party called Eid Al
Fitr.

Luckily we did not
have much to do with
Ramadan. On Camp
Patriot we did not
have to follow the
rules. If we went to
the PX or off post,
welcome Ramadan however, the rules
would theoretically be
name of the Ot enforced. We as a
month in the Arabid camp managed to
calendar. The word make it through the
X . ments for those. who do not ) 7
ORamadané is der m f" n whole month without incident.

. . . obey the strict rules, even for
Arabic word meaning intense nonMuslims. Anyone eating I, myself, only left Camp Pa-
heat, scorched ground, and triot during the day once the
entire month and that was to

. or drinking in public is subject
shortness of rations. to imprisonment for the dura-
P go to Camp Arifjfan where the
rules also do not apply.

 Ramadan is bd
lieved to be theg
month in which theg
» Qur dan be
Two Kuwaiti men revealed to thd
di scussing prophet  Moham
sure are important med.

things. 9 Ramadan is th

il From sun up to sun down tion of Ramadan and deporta-
there are a number of re- tion after its conclusion.

Military Lessofrihy Schoc

In order to progress in your their best to instill discipline. basic soldiering skills they
Army career there are 3 type; Advanced Individual Training learned in basic training. Staff
of ;chools that you need: baS|c(A|-|-) is where a soldier learns Sergeants .att.end the .Ba3|c
training, MOSQ, and NCOES their specific job skill, or their Non-Commissioned Officers
schools. Military Occupational Specialty Course (BNCOC) which is

Basic training is just what it (MOS). Soldiers can reclassify™°"® classroo.m_ bg;ed "fmd
sounds like; it is the most basic into_different MOSs as their [0CUSes on their individual job
tasks a soldier needs to know career progresses. skills. ~ Sergeants First Class

to survive in combat and in the  \when a soldier reaches the attend the Advanced Non
to tell but my left eye is black Army in general. A soldier Commissioned Officer Course

rank of Sergeant (B) they are
and blue after some guy learns first aid, weapons skills geant ) they (ANCOC). Aiter these there

) ) . 'required to go to the first of ; :
punched me. marching, physical fitness, etCiho Non-Commissioned Offi- are First Sergeant _and Com
mand Sergeant Major Schools

Basic training is what most ) ) -
which teach skills specific to

those leadership positions.
Progression on to the next
rank requires completion of
one of these schools.

This is 18 year old, 140 Ib.,
PV2 Kopp at AIT in Ft.
Gordon, GA. lts kind of hard

cer Education System

pgople think  of Wh.er_' they (NCOES) schools, called War-
think of the Army but it is very fior Leader Course (WLC).

different than any other Army Here they learn how to lead
school. Drill sergeants keep a

tight leash on soldiers and do

soldiers in performing those

B RANDONGEBGS KUWAI VENTAJBE
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Trick or Treat

My favorite pic of me on this deploy-
ment. And the kid is pretty cute too.

Right smack in the middle of Ramadan is ] ’
ver si on Plgyed ggmes to yif priges. |(nadaaot Qf goper left. 1 thought it was strange at the

t he

sure what

up but they do go door to door with bags

Kuwai ti

they

cal

oOhost nationé vi
tions and individuals around Kuwait. The
idea is to give Americans and Kuwaitis a
chance to interact and (hopefully) create
positive impressions of each other. All of
these interactions are facilitated by out in-
terpreter, Naser.

On this night we were invited to a local
0di sabled club. o (N
for everything; blind clubs, deaf clubs, sports
club, etc.; all housed in really nice facilities).
Here, either the children or their parents
are handicapped in some way so they can-
not experience a tr
holiday; going door to door.

When we arrived at the disabled club we
were greeted by the manager (one of the
gentlemen in the picture on page 2). We got
chi tea (extremely sweet) and donuts. We
were then led into a large gymnasium where
we watched a number of different people
dressed in costumes (including the Ninja
Turtles) dance for the kids. The kids also

flin watching ghg, [gs dights yp wheg fhe

would receive candy or prizes.

sits
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of e: Kuwaitis havef a

ditional OHal |l owgkeno

MSG Rubino handing out candy.

Afterward she came up and picked up one
of the kids (I think it was her son) and sat
him down on my knee and took a picture
with my camera. Hence the picture in the

t idmeeslibut I dm gl ad she
love how that picture turned out. It is my

and ask people for candy. | guess they use The highlight of the night for me though favorite of the deployment so far.
this as an opportunity to teach their chil- was how everyone treated us like we were
dren about sacrifice. The children will havecelebrities. We were asked to pose for at
that candy tempting them all day until theyleast 20 pictures like the one on the bottom
can pig out on it at night.

As part of our mission over here we make

-

left. It was fun. | asked a lady to take a
picture of me along with a group of children.

At the end of the night we quickly handed
out handfuls of candy to a horde of children.
It was great. The crowd that surrounded us
reminded me of kids diving onto candy com-
ing out of a pifiata.
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