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• 22 million people employed in an agriculture-related field

• 2 million farms in the U.S.

• 893,000 children/youth live on farms

• More than half of these work on farms (51%)

• An additional 265,600 youth are hired to work on farms

• Over 23 million youth visit farms

The Numbers on Children and Agriculture



Benefits

Perceived benefits of raising children in rural areas

• Lots of room for kids to play

• Instills a passion, love and respect for land

• Lifelong friendships with other farm kids

• Work/bond with family

• Teaches about the life/death cycle

• Builds character

• Instills a good work ethic

• Teaches responsibility

• Better health

• Have the best pets



The Problem



The Problem



Solutions to the Problem

Free Posters

• Bury a Tradition

• Quality Time

• 75 lb. Child



Solutions to the Problem

• Child Care

• Safe Play Areas

• Fenced

• Ground Cover

• Supervision

• Age-appropriate Equipment

• Play Ideas



Solutions to the Problem

Agricultural Youth Work Guidelines
Multiple Languages

Modifiable 

Skin tones

Equipment Colors

Multiple Formats

Topic Specific Booklets

Farm Equipment

Animals

Gardening



Solutions to the Problem
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Solutions to the Problem
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Supervisor Training
• English 

• Spanish

Safety Videos
• Bending

• Lifting 

• Climbing



Federal Child Labor Laws

• Don’t apply to family farm youth

• Hazardous jobs banned for youth under 16
• Non-agricultural jobs are 18

• Some exemptions for certain tasks
• Allow for task performance as young as 14

• Restrictions and guidance for
• Age 
• School hours
• Wages

• More…

• Check for state regulations

What About Regulations?

For more information, visit:
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/child-labor/agriculture

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/child-labor/agriculture


Finding Examples and Incidents
AgInjuryNews.org

http://www.aginjurynews.org/


Child Agricultural Safety Brochure & Website

Website & Brochure (download):
https://cultivatesafety.org/  

Brochure (order):
nccrahs@marshfieldresearch.org



Social Media – Be a safety advocate



Media Guidelines

“DO’s and DO NOTs” 
www.CultivateSafety.org/Resources

English French Spanish

http://www.cultivatesafety.org/Resources


Summary

It’s important that farm parents and supervisors implement 
strategies to protect children because

• Agriculture is one of the most dangerous industries in the U.S.

• It is the only worksite where children of any age can be present

• Every day, 33 children are seriously injured and

• Every three days, a child dies in ag-related incidents

By making farms and ranches safer, 
families can reap the benefits of living and working in rural areas

and children can grow up to live a long and healthy life



https://hwc.public-health.uiowa.edu/protecting-young-ag-workers/

Training Materials for Parents, Supervisors and Teachers to 
Protect Young Agricultural Workers (online training, videos, activities)



CONNECT WITH US
www.progressiveag.org

888-257-3529

• Apply to host a Progressive Agriculture 
Safety Day

• Find a Progressive Agriculture Safety Day 
near you!

• Check out our Daily Learning Drop Series

• Farm Safety For Just Kids (FS4JK) 
resources.

• Like/Follow/Subscribe to us on Social Media

Find us on social media!

http://www.progressiveag.org/


Marsha Salzwedel, EdD
salzwedel.marsha@marshfieldresearch.org

National Children’s Center for Rural and 
Agricultural Health and Safety

Contact Us

Diane Rohlman, PhD
University of Iowa School of Public Health

diane-rohlman@uiowa.edu

Jana Davidson
Progressive Agriculture Foundation

jdavidson@progressiveag.org


