


Upcoming Webinars

March 2 Good Gardening Practices: Safe and Healthy Produce
Barbara Ingham, professor and Extension food safety 
specialist, University of Wisconsin-Madison

March 9 Honey: Safety and Use
Shannon Coleman, assistant professor and Extension food 
safety specialist, Iowa State University



Presenter



• Please complete the short online survey that 
will be emailed to you after today’s webinar. It 
will take just a couple minutes!

• Be sure to sign up for an opportunity to win a 
prize in the drawing.  After submitting the 
survey, a form to fill out with your 
name/address will appear.  

• Acknowledgement: This project was supported by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing 
Service through AM190100XXXG028. Its contents are solely 
the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the USDA. 



Tips on Growing a Great 
Vegetable Garden

February 23

Tom Kalb, Extension horticulturist, NDSU



Chiot’s Run

Location
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April  Westervelt

Sun, water 
and drainage



Raised Beds
▪ Aesthetic

▪ Easy on the back

▪ No compaction

▪ Great drainage

▪ Warms up quickly

▪ Fewer weeds



Alkaline Copper Quaternary (ACQ)
▪ Recommended as a construction material 

for vegetable gardens.

▪ Contains no chemicals considered toxic by 
the EPA. 
Environmental Soil Issues: Garden Use of Treated Lumber, 
Penn State University. 2002.

Pressure-Treated Lumber



Other Lumber
Cedar
▪ Expensive

Untreated pine
▪ Short life

Railroad ties
▪ Toxic creosote





How wide?
Four feet

How deep?
6+ inches

Fabric?
Not necessary



Great Soil

▪ 1/3 Topsoil

▪ 1/3 Sand

▪ 1/3 Organic matter
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Kevin



▪ Use composted manure

▪ Never use fresh manure 
after the garden is 
planted

▪ Thoroughly wash raw 
vegetables before eating

Manure?

Malene Thyssen

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c2/Hestem%C3%B8j.jpg




▪ Get a soil test

▪ $19.50 investment

▪ Go 4–6 inches deep

Soil Testing





Great Varieties
▪ Early maturing (100 days or less)

▪ High yields

▪ Resist diseases

▪ Outstanding flavor

▪ Locally adapted
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www.ag.ndsu.edu/
homegardenvarietytrials





Tomato
j_arlecchino



Dwight Sipler



Tomato Vine Types

▪ Determinate
– Compact vines

– No pruning required; trellising optional

– Early and concentrated yields

▪ Indeterminate
– Tall, climbing vines 

– Requires pruning and trellising

– Larger, more flavorful fruit over an extended period



Popular Tomato Varieties

▪ Early Girl (I) – early

▪ Celebrity (D) – reliable

▪ Big Beef (I) – beefsteak

▪ Mountain Fresh Plus (D) – fresh market

▪ Supersweet 100 (I) – cherry 

▪ Roma (D) – canning



Big Beef Plus

Johnny’s Selected Seeds



Sungold
Dwight Sipler



Peter Roome



Chef’s Choice
All-America Selections



Bean
Vilseskogen



Johnny’s Selected Seeds

Filet Beans



Monte Gusto
Johnny’s Selected Seeds



All-America Selections

American Dream



Johnny’s Selected Seeds

Cucumber



Timothy Takemoto

Burpless



Buttercrunch
Dwight Sipler



Muir, Nevada
Dwight Sipler

Crisphead / Batavia



Space
Pinetree Garden Seeds



Peas
Dave Gunn



Sugar Ann
Julie



Neon



Harris Seed

Big Moose



Lemon Basil
John and Anni Winings



John Steadman
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Watering



Watering

▪ Avoid overhead irrigation

▪ Irrigate in morning

▪ Water deeply, not frequently

▪ Mulch



Prevent Pests

▪ Physical barriers

▪ Control weeds

▪ Remove crop residue

▪ Avoid routine spraying
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Shawn Ford
Thomas Hawk



Whitney Cranshaw



Natural Insecticides

David Cappaert

▪ Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt)

▪ Spinosad

▪ Neem

▪ Insecticidal soap



Carbaryl
Pyrethroids 

Paul Townsend



Lee  Summers



Lee  Smumers



Peggychoucair





David~ O



Prevent Diseases
▪ Disease-resistant varieties

▪ Space plants properly

▪ Avoid overhead irrigation

▪ Preventative sprays
✔ Chlorothalonil, copper, sulfur

▪ Clean up the garden
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Harvest Regularly7
Tip





Katie Harvath

Green Machine



Extend the Harvest8
Tip

Chiot’s Run



Spinach
Johnny’s Selected Seeds



Chiot’s Run



Radish
All-America Selections



Tatsoi
Johnny’s Selected Seeds



Photos used in this presentation are available under Creative Commons licenses 
specified by the photographer.  Photographers are attributed on their photo.

Most photos were downloaded from www.flickr.com and URLs are available upon 
request. These photographers include Chiot’s Run, April Westervelt, Kevin, 
j_arlecchino, Dwight Sipler, Vilsekogen, Timothy Takemoto, Julie, John and Anni 
Winings, John Steadman, Thomas Hawk, Peter Townsend, Lee Summers, 
David~O, and Katie Harvath.

Other photos were provided by Johnny’s Selected Seeds, All-America Selections, 
Pinetree Seeds, Harris Seeds, Whitney Cranshaw of Colorado State University and 
Bugwood.org, Malene Thyssen, and Peggychoucair from Pixabay. 
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Happy Spring!


