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Plant Identification Form for Forbs, Shrubs and Trees
Specimen #_________________________ 	 Date Collected_ ________________________________________________

Specimen Photographs______________________________________________________________________________

Name of person requesting ID_________________________________________________________________________

Phone number______________________________ 	 Email_ ________________________________________________

City_ _____________________________________ 	 State_______________ 	County_____________________________

Specimen Information
Growth Location/Habitat Type_ ______________________________________________________________________

(e.g., grassland, wetland, shelterbelt, roadside)

Land Use_ _______________________________________________________________________________________

(e.g., grazed, hayed, idle)

Plant height________________________ Growth form (circle one) herbaceous, shrub, tree, vine

Stem shape (circle one) round, square, flat	

Leaf Type (circle one) 

Simple Pinnately Compound Palmately Compound

Leaf Arrangement (circle one) 

basal rosette alternate opposite whorled

Leaf and Stem Description (leaf shape, leaf margins, hairs, color) ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Flower and Inflorescence Description (shape, color, presence of bracts, type of inflorescence)____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Remarks________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information on this and other topics, see www.ndsu.edu/extension
County commissions, North Dakota State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis 
of age, color, gender expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, participation in lawful off-campus activity, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, 
public assistance status, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, spousal relationship to current employee, or veteran status, as applicable. Direct inquiries to Vice Provost, 
Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 100, 701-231-7708, ndsu.eoaa@ndsu.edu. This publication will be made available in alternative formats for people with disabilities upon 
request, 701-231-7881.

1	All figures not credited previously are adapted from or used from Plant Identification Basics and Grass Identification Basics by 
Jane Mangold, Hilary Parkinson and Matt Lavin with permission from Montana State University Extension.  
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