
D.C. Update 
January 12, 2026



• CIRB’s Executive Committee led the development of a 
strategic plan that guides the organization’s work. 

• The plan is built on four “pillars”: 

1. The Capital Voice 

2. D.C. Information Source

3. Membership Services

4. Collaboration 

CIRB Strategy



Crop Insurance Coalition



The DC Landscape
What Must Be Done vs. What Will Be Done



MUST PASS

• Appropriations

o Remaining FY26 bills

o FY27

• National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA)

• Transportation Package

o Surface Transportation/WRDA

OTHER PRIORITIES

• Healthcare

• Immigration

• Permitting Reform (as a part of Surface 
Transportation?)

• Farm Bill

Congressional To Do List



Taking Up Airwaves...

• International Affairs – Venezuela, Russia/Ukraine, China/Taiwan

• IEEPA – Tariffs

• Waste, Fraud and Abuse Debate

• Slim Republican Majority – Discharge Petitions

• The Trump Factor

• Additional Retirements – Klobuchar?

• November Elections (Fourth of July is the unofficial cutoff)



International Relations

ZOOMING IN ON VENEZUELA

• Take a look back at history...
o Varying factors re: previous examples – existing US influence, dynamics within the region, interests 

(oil)

• This is not a "kitchen table" issue, but how will actions impact the broader US and global economy?
o US is the second-largest exporter of agricultural goods to Venezuela, with a 26% market share. (Brazil 

is top exporter.)

LOOKING TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD

• A declared focus on the Western Hemisphere, but other global actions will continue...
o Russia/Ukraine, China/Taiwan

OTHER COMPLICATING FACTORS

• On top of all of that, a Supreme Court ruling on tariffs could further complicate trade relations and 
business operations.

• Messaging discipline within the Administration



2026 Election
Landscape, The Republican Dilemma, Open Seats



2026 Elections

Looking ahead to the 2026 general elections:

o House - Democrats will need to gain a net of three seats to win the majority. 

o Senate - Democrats will need to gain a net of four seats to win the majority. 



Casualty List
Source: Roll Call



Casualty List Continued...
Source: Roll Call



The Republican Dilemma...

Since 1938, the President's party has 
lost ground in 20 out of 22 midterm 

elections.







Other Issues to Watch
Safety Net, MAHA, Conservation, Biofuels



Safety Net

• Trump Admin announced $12B in "bridge assistance"

o Assistance will be rolled out "quickly" and take a broad approach  

• $11B - Barley, Chickpeas, Corn, Cotton, Lentils, Oats, Peanuts, Peas, Rice, Sorghum, Soybeans, Wheat, 
Canola, Crambe, Flax, Mustard, Rapeseed, Safflower, Sesame, and Sunflower

o Covered losses include market disruptions, elevated input costs, persistent inflation, and market 
losses from "foreign competitors engaging in unfair trade practices that impede exports"

o Commodity-specific payment rates have been announced

• Payments expected by Feb. 28, 2026

• Crop insurance is not required

• $1B – Other Crops (i.e. specialty crops, sugar) 

o Additional details on implementation forthcoming 

THE BIG QUESTION: IS MORE COMING FROM CONGRESS?



MAHA

• Trump Administration has released two MAHA reports 

o May 22 – Assessment of Issues (crop insurance mention)

o September 9 – Strategy 

• Implementation will be seen through legislation, regulation, and industry 
commitments; although overall impact and significance are still yet to be 
determined 

o Focus on food ingredients

o Dietary Guidelines will focus on whole fat dairy, meat, and fruits/vegetables

• Frustration from the base regarding ag industry influence on MAHA – i.e. 
pesticides 



Conservation

• With the Trump administration, we have seen a major "course 
change" regarding conservation programs 

o Biden – emissions reduction, climate smart

o Trump – soil health, regenerative agriculture 

• In OBBA, Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) conservation funding was moved to Farm 
Bill  baseline

o EQIP - $18.5B; CSP - $8.1B; ACEP - $4.1B , and RCPP - $2.7B

• $700 million investment in regenerative agriculture pilot within existing USDA 
conservation programs, focus on transition to regenerative ag

o Continuing to watch how focus on regenerative ag impacts farm policy



Biofuels

• Major shift in focus from renewable energy in the Biden Administration to 
oil/natural gas in the Trump Administration 

• Pending finalization of RVOs and Reallocation Proposals 

• Inclusion of 45(z) provisions in OBBBA

o Awaiting implementation

o Expires 2029

• Corn and soybean farmers are anxiously awaiting announcements



Questions?

Ashley Smith

Asmith@torreydc.com
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