North Dakota
Bi-Weekly Drought Update

Daryl Ritchison, March 19, 2026
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I Red Flag Warning
Extreme Fire Danger

-Dense Fog Advisory

Advisories
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NWS Forecast Maximum Temperature for Today (°F) Created: Mar 19 2026
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"‘ . Source: NOAA National Weather Service (NWS)
_ - \\Q https://ndawn.ndsu.nodak.edu | ndawn.org | ndawn.info
“ \gl Copyright © North Dakota State University

NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER NETWoRk  Background contouring does not necessarily reflect actual conditions

< T
80 100

—40  —20 0 20 40 60

Today’s Maximums

NDSU NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION




NWS Forecast Maximum Temperature for Tomorrow (°F) Created: Mar 19 2026
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NAM 3 km Init 06z 19 Mar 2026 « Relative Humidity (%) Hour: 15 « Valid: 21z Thu 19 Mar 2026
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ECMWEF 0.1° Init 00z 19 Mar 2026 - Daily High/Low Temperature (°F)

Bismarck Municipal Airport « KBIS [46.7727°N, 100.746°W, 1661ft elev] WeARBELL
Grid: [46.8°N, 100.7°W, 1736ft elev, 2.88mi to the NE (49.1)°]
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© 2026 European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). This service is based on data and products of the ECMWF.

Next Two Weeks: Up and Down
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Total Precipitation - Past 14 Days (in) Mar 18 2026
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Departure from Normal Temperature - Past 7 Days (°F) Mar 18 2026
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Past Winter Temperature Anomaly
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Snow Depth (in) Mar 19 2026 07:04 AM
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NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER NETwork  Background contouring does not necessarily reflect actual conditions

0 |

TR

0 12 18 24 30 36

Snow Depth

NDSU NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION

"‘ . Source: North Dakota Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN)
= v \“ https://ndawn.ndsu.nodak.edu | ndawn.org | ndawn.info -
AN \.‘_f Copyright © North Dakota State University




Snow Depth (in) Mar 19 2026 07:04 AM
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Frost Depth (in) Mar 19 2026 07:00 AM

"‘ . Source: North Dakota Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN)
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Depth of Top of Frost Layer (in) Mar 19 2026 07:00 AM
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Map released: Thurs. March 19 2026
Data valid: March 17, 2026 at 8 a.m. EDI

Intensity

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)
B D3 (Extreme Drought)
B D4 (Exceptional Drought)
" No Data

Authors

United States and Puerto Rico Author(s):

Curtis Riganti, National Drought Mitigation Center

Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s):

Brad Rippey, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Drought Monitor
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Map released: Thurs. March 19, 2026
Data valid: March 17, 2026 at 8 a.m. EDI

Intensity

None

DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)
B D3 (Extreme Drought)
B D4 (Exceptional Drought)
No Data

Authors

United States and Puerto Rico Author(s):

Curtis Riganti, National Drought Mitigation Center

Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s):

Brad Rippey, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Drought Monitor North Dakota
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Week Date None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4

Current 2026-03-17 08.22 1.78 0.00 0.00 0.00

Last Week to Current 2026-03-10 98.22 1.78 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago to Current 2025-12-16 98.04 1.96 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of Calendar Year to Current 2025-12-30 98.04 1.96 0.00 0.00 0.00
Start of Water Year to Current 2025-09-30 94.92 5.08 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago to Current 2025-03-18 32.66 67.34 54.92 26.86 4.11

Drought Statistics
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6-10 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: March 24 - 28, 2026
' Issued: March 18, 2026
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6-10 Day Precipitation Outlook
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Valid: March 24 - 28, 2026
Issued: March 18, 2026
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(X) 8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook

Valid: March 26 - April 1, 2026
Issued: March 18, 2026
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8-14 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: March 26 - April 1, 2026

Issued: March 18, 2026
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Some Fire Danger in the Southwest



Some Fire Danger in the Southwest

lce Breaking Up on Some Rivers
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Cold Front on Saturday
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Temperatures Up and Down Next Two Weeks



Some Fire Danger in the Southwest
lce Breaking Up on Some Rivers

Cold Front on Saturday

Temperatures Up and Down Next Two Weeks

SW North Dakota Moving into DO
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