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Current Conditions on Thursday Morning, May 14th



Current Conditions on Thursday Morning, May 14th



Forecast Conditions by 1pm Thursday, May 14th



West-Northwest Winds and Wildfire Threat early Friday 
Thursday, May 14th



Forecast Conditions for Sunday Morning, May 17th



7-Day Precipitation Forecast through May 21st



Meanwhile: Red Flag Warning for the State, thru 9pm 

High Wind Warning thru 6pm ->





[Nothing since May 12th!]



[Nothing since May 12th!]



USGS Realtime Streamflow

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default




Dakotas Real-Time 3km Land Information System

https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/case_studies/lis_DAKOTAS.html

(40 inches deep) (80 inches deep)

https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/case_studies/lis_DAKOTAS.html


US Drought Monitor

Estimated ND Population in Drought Areas: 3,926

ND: Slight increase in the west.



Outlooks:

Next Week… Moist? and Mild?

Next Month… Mild but Dry

This Summer-Fall… El Niño = Warm? and Dry?



Week 1: Through May 21 (issued May 14)

Precipitation (7-day QPF): Max Temperature Anomaly (May 17 – May 21): 

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ero

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ero


Week 2: May 21 - 27 (issued May 13)

Precipitation: Temperature: 

Climate Prediction Center



Week 3-4 Outlook: May 23 – Jun 5 (Issued May 8)

Precipitation: Temperature:

Climate Prediction Center



Three-Month Outlook: MJJ 2026 (Issued Apr 16)

Precipitation: Temperature:

Climate Prediction Center



Six-Month Outlook: ASO 2026 (Issued Apr 16)

Precipitation: Temperature:

Climate Prediction Center



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcsts-web.pptIssued Apr 9, 2025

ENSO-neutral condition tapering off in June. El Niño favored to persist at least through the end of 2026.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcsts-web.ppt
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcsts-web.ppt
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso/roni/

ENSO-neutral condition tapering off in June. El Niño favored to persist at least through the end of 2026.

Which is worse… for 
creating conditions for 
a summer drought?

Going into…
El Niño or La Niña?

El Niño as the warm phase of 
the ENSO cycle. 

La Niña as the cold phase.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcsts-web.ppt


Significant USDM Statewide Drought Periods



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso/roni/

ENSO-neutral condition tapering off in June. El Niño favored to persist at least through the end of 2026.

Statewide 
Drought
Percent/Impact

2012
30% D2-D3

 

2018
50% D2-D4

 

2021
93% D2-D4

2025
30% D2-D3

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcsts-web.ppt
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