ND State Climate Office Bi-weekly
Drought Update
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Current Conditi Thursday Morning, May 14th

@ SPC Activity Chart
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Forecast Conditions by 1pm Thursday, May 14th
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Forecast Conditions for Sunday Morning, May 17th
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WPC Fronts and NDFD Weather Tvpe
{Chance) (Hat¢hed) Issued: 10157 Thursday May 14 2026
{ Likely and/or Sevére) Valid 12Z Sunday May 17, 2026
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7-Da Prciitation Forecast through May 21st

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
10 Valid 12Z Thu May 14 2026 "
: Thru 12Z Thu May 21 2026 1
- 01 lyssued: 1031Z Thu May 14 2026
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC
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Meanwhile: Red Flag Warning for the State, thru 9pm

Created: 05/14/26 at 13:36 UTC
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Total Precipitation - Past 14 Days (in)
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Percent of Normal Precipitation Since March 1 (%) [Nothing since May 12t"!]] May 12 2026
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NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER NETwork ~ Background contouring does not necessarily reflect actual conditions
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Percent of Normal Precipitation Since October 1 (%)

[Nothing since May 12th!]

May 12 2026
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NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER NETWORK
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Source: North Dakota Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN)
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USGS Realtime Stream]

Explanation - Percentile classes
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https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default
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Departure from Normal Temperature - Past 14 Days (°F) May 13 2026
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SPQR ’ Short-term Prediction Research and Transition Center

Dakotas Real-Time 3km Land Information System

SPoRT—-LIS 0—-100 cm Soil Moisture percentile valid 14 May 2026
(40 inches deep)

SPoRT—LIS 0—-200 cm Soil Moisture percentile valid 14 May 2026
(80 inches deep)
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https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/case studies/lis DAKOTAS.html
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US Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor — AR A0

Valid & a.m. EDT
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L = Long-Term, typically graster than
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U.S. Drought Monitor
North Dakota

ND: Slight increase in the west.

May 12, 2026

{Released Thursday, May. 14, 2026)

Valid & a.m. EDT
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Estimated ND Population in Drought Areas: 3,926



Outlooks:

Next Week... Moist? and Mild?
Next Month...  Mild but Dry
This Summer-Fall...  El Nino = Warm? and Dry?



Week 1: Through May 21 (issued May 14)

Precipitation (7-day QPF): Max Temperature Anomaly (May 17 — May 21):
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Week 2: May 21 - 27 (issued May 13)

Precipitation: Temperature:
) 8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook & ® 8-14 Day Temperature Outlook &

Valid: May 21 - 27, 2026 Valid: May 21 - 27, 2026
Issued: May 13, 2026
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Week 3-4 Outlook: May 23 —Jun 5 (Issued May 8)

Precipitation: Temperature:
Week 3-4 Precipitation Outlook & ©) Week 3‘4FTETQ?.';at';‘£§50“ﬂ°°k &

@ Valid: May 23 - June 5, 2026

Climate Prediction Center



Three-Month Outlook: MJJ 2026 (Issued Apr 16)

Precipitation: Temperature:
) Seasonal Precipitation Outlook g & Seasonal Temperature Outlook &
: Valid: May-Jun-Jul 2026 o E muﬁﬁéﬁgﬁs ,

Issued: Aprl 15, 2026
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Six-Month Outlook: ASO 2026 (Issued Apr 16)

Precipitation: Temperature:
@ Seasonal Precipitation Outlook & @ Seasonal Temperature Outlook
. Valid: Aug-Sep-Oct 2026 ; Valid: Aug-Sep-Oct 2026
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ENSO-neutral condition tapering off in June. El Nino favored to persist at least through the end of 2026.

Official NOAA CPC ENSO Probabilities (issued April 2026)
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis monitoring/lanina/enso evolution-status-fcsts-web.ppt
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ENSO-neutral condition tapering off in June. El Nino favored to persist at least through the end of 2026.

Year DJF JFM FMA MAM AMJ MJJ JJA JAS ASO SON OND NDJ

WhICh iS worse... fOF 2010 15 1.1 0.6 0.1 -0.5 40 | 43 1.5 A7 1.7 A7 1.6
. o 2011 1.4 1.2 0.9 0.7 -0.5 03 | 04 0.5 0.7 0.9 1.0 1.0
Creatmg COﬂdItIOnS fOF 2012 | 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.4
a summer drought? 2013 06 06 05 04 -0.4 04 04 03 03 02 02 03
2014 | 05 | 05 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 05 06

. . 2015 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.3 16 1.9 2.2 23 24
Gomg Into... 2016 22 1.8 1.3 0.5 -01 0.6 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.0
El Nino or La Nina? 2017 | 07 | 05 | 03 01 0.1 0.1 02 | 05 | 07 1.0 1.1 1.3
2018 | 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.7 0.8 0.7

2019 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.2

Year DJF JFM FMA MAM AMJ MJJ JJA JAS ASO SON OND NDJ

El Nino as the warm phase of

2020 01 0.1 0.0 03 -0.6 -0.8 -0.8 -0.9 -1.2 -1.5 -1.5 -1.4
the ENSO cycle.
2021 -1.2 -1.0 -1.0 -08 -0.6 0.5 0.6 -0.7 09 -1.1 -1.2 1.2
o~ 2022 -1.2 -1.2 -1.3 1.3 -1.2 -1.0 -0.9 -1.0 -1.1 -1.1 -1.0 -1.0
La Nifa as the cold phase.
2023 -0.8 -0.6 -04 02 01 04 0.6 09 11 1.4 1.5 1.5
2024 1.2 0.9 0.5 01 0.3 0.5 0.5 -0.6 0.8 -0.8 -09 11
2025 -1.1 -09 0.7 -05 -0.5 04 05 -0.6 -0.8 -0.9 -09 -1.0

2026 0.9 0.7 0.5

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis monitoring/enso/roni/
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North Dakota Percent Area in U.S. Drought Monitor Categenes
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From the U5, Drought Monitor website, https/fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu/TmD
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ENSO-neutral condition tapering off in June. El Nino favored to persist at least through the end of 2026.

Statewide Year | DJF | JFM | FMA | MAM | AMJ | MJJ | JJA | JAS | ASO | SON | OND | NDJ
Drought ovot V! 2010 | 15 1.1 0.6 0.1 05 | 10 | 143 | 45 | A7 1.7 A7 1.6
Percent/Impact ' : ' : : ' : ' ' : ' '
wory? 201 | 14 | 42 | 09 0.7 05 | 03 | 04 | 05 | -07 0.9 1.0 1.0
2012 OV S N\2012 | 08 | 06 | 06 | 05 | 03 | 00 | 03 | 04 | 04 | 02 | 01 | 04
30% D2-D3 | "O C/zma 06 | 06 | -05 04 04 | 04 | 04 | 03 | 03 02 02 | 03
poty 2014 | 05 | 05 | -03 0.0 0.1 00 | 01 | -01 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
vty 2015 | 05 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.3 16 1.9 2.2 2.3 2.4
oror Y 2016 | 2.2 1.8 1.3 0.5 0.1 06 | 09 | 10 | 11 1.1 1.1 1.0
2018 Jory ~N2017 | 07 | 05 | 03 0.1 0.1 0.1 02 | 05 | 07 1.0 1.1 1.3
50% D2-D4 | v ®_ Cjzma 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.7 03 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.7 0.8 0.7
A r 2019 | 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.2 00 | -0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.2
g Year | DJF | JFM | FMA | MAM | AMJ | MJJ | JJA | JAS | ASO | SON | OND | NDJ
2021 e 2020 | 0.1 0.1 0.0 03 06 | 08 | 08 | -09 | 12 1.5 15 1.4
93% D2-D4 Y P Qum 12 | 40 | 1.0 0.8 06 | 05 | 06 | -07 | -09 1.1 1.2 1.2
o 2022 | 12 | 42 | 13 1.3 12 | 10 | 09 | 10 | -1 1.1 1.0 1.0
i ¥ 2023 | 08 | 06 | 04 02 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.9 11 14 15 15
2025 o 2024 | 12 0.9 0.5 0.1 03 | 05 | 05 | 06 | -08 0.8 0.9 1.1
30% D2-D3 “mwQ C/zuzs 11 | 09 | 07 0.5 05 | 04 | 05 | -06 | -08 0.9 0.9 1.0
o x 2026 | -09 | 07 | 05
Lo https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso/roni/
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Author:

Adam Allgood

NOAAMNWS/NCER Climate Prediction Center
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Valid for May 1 - July 31, 2026
Released April 30, 2026

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derved probabilities
gulded by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts,
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events,
"Ongoing® drought areas are

based on the U.5. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of 01 to D4).

MNOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvemeant in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period. although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought remaval by the
end of the pericd (D0 or none),

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

- . Drought removal likely
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Puarta Rico

Drought development likely
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https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
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