North Dakota
Bi-Weekly Drought Update

Daryl Ritchison, September 17, 2026
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NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER NETWORK



Total Rainfall Past 7 Days (in) Sep 17 2026 07:35 AM
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14 Day Precipitation with NOAA RFC QPE (in) Sep 15 2026
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Point Data: North Dakota Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN)
Background Contours: NOAA NWS River Forecast Centers
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Departure from Normal Precip - Past 90 Days (in) Sep 15 2026
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Departure from Normal Precip Since May 1 (in) Sep 16 2026
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Percent of Normal Precipitation Since June 1 (%) Sep 16 2026
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Precipitation
Gardner 2026
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25-75 75-90 95-100
Below normal Normal Above normal Extremely above
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Intensity
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None
DO (Abnormally Dry)
D1 (Moderate Drought)
D2 (Severe Drought)
B D3 (Extreme Drought)
B D4 (Exceptional Drought)

North Dakota Drought Monitor

NDSU NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION




September 1, 2026 September 15, 2026

Two Week Comparison

NDSU NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL
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Week

Current

Last Week to Current

3 Months Ago to Current

Start of Calendar Year to Current
Start of Water Year to Current

One Year Ago to Current

NDSU NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION

Date

2026-09-15
2026-09-08
2026-06-16
2025-12-30
2025-09-30

2025-09-16

D2-D4

45.15

45.16

0.34

0.00

0.00

0.00




120-Hour Day 1-5 QPF

Valid 12Z Thu Sep 17 2026
Thru 12Z Tue Sep 22 2026
Issued: 1019Z Thu Sep 17 2026
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC
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Next 5 Days

NDSU NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION



. 6-10 Day Precipitation Outlook

Valid: September 22 - 26, 2026
Issued: September 16, 2026
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3-14 Day Precipitation Outlook

Valid: September 24 - 30, 2026
Issued: September 16, 2026
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Today's Minimum Temperature (°F) Sep 17 2026 08:10 AM
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Departure from Normal Temperature - Current Month (°F) Sep 16 2026
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6-10 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: September 22 - 26, 2026
Issued: September 16, 2026

A\

- “1

2

Probability
% (Percent Chance)
Near Above Normal Below Normal

. L] ¢ . N .
aNor; al ’ . _ Leaning 33-40% Near  33-40% Leaning
Above B 40-50%  Normal  40-50% ./ Below
Aleutian Islands AbDOvVe ~ I 50-60% LRI 50-60% I
kel B 60-70% 60-70% kel
IKel o o \
. Aboev:: < W 70-80% 70-80% IR > B'el‘: VC
*‘\- _ .o ) B 80-90% 80-90% N
NIDSEE ey P Wagh e ¢ I 90-700% 90-100% [ _




8-14 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: September 24 - 30, 2026
Issued: September 16, 2026
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There will be more chances of rain in the next 6-10 days
Some areas having drought conditions improve
Southwest North Dakota probably the driest

Above Average Temperatures

Autumn Fire Season
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