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Seasonal Precipitation Summary

Summer 2026 Statewide Average Precipitation: 6.70”
(77% of normal)
Precipitation varied widely across the state this summer due to spotty thunderstorms that
had more miss than hit. The southern Red River Valley is running deficits of around 6-7”
for the summer, with each month drier than the last. However, despite a very dry July,

the far northwestern corner of the state had a relatively wet summer.

The highest precipitation total for the season measured at North Dakota stations of the
North Dakota Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN) occurred at Portal 1SE NDAWN
in Burke County with 13.89 inches, which is 177% of normal (+6.06”). The lowest
seasonal rainfall occurred in Cass County at the Gardner 2SSW NDAWN station, which

recorded 2.99 inches, which was 28% of normal (-7.50").
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Figure 1: Total precipitation recorded by NDAWN stations with all-season precipitation gauges in Summer 2026

NDSU North Dakota State Climate Office 2



Quarterly Climate Summary

North Dakota

Summer 2026 — Precipitation Volume 20, No. 3

Departure from Normal Precipitation (in) 06-01-2026 - 08-31-2026
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Figure 2: Departure from (top) and percent of normal precipitation (bottom) at NDAWN stations in Summer 2026
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The relatively wet June in northern North Dakota kept drought development at bay, but
a very hot and dry July accelerated expansion (Figure 3). Continued dryness in August
propelled expansion, with Extreme Drought (D3) being introduced. Currently, 85.7% of
the state is in a drought category (D1-D3), with a further 11% Abnormally Dry.

None D1 (Moderate Drought) Il D3 (Extreme Drought)
DO (Abnormally Dry) D2 (Severe Drought) Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)

Figure 3: U.S. Drought Monitor conditions on, starting clockwise from top left, June 2, June 30, August 25, and July 28
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Figure 4: Time series of the percent area of North Dakota in a drought monitor category this summer season (USDM)
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U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - North Dakota
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Figure 5: Category change in the U.S. Drought Monitor during this summer season

2026-06-02 79.87 12.45 7.34 0.34 0.00 0.00
2026-06-30 67.80 23.40 8.45 0E85 0.00 0.00
2026-07-28 21.93 49.69 19.86 8.52 0.00 0.00
2026-08-25 3.39 10.94 41.97 37.43 6.27 0.00

Change -76.48 -1.51 +34.63 +37.09 +6.27 0.00

Table 1: Categorical Percent Area and overall change in the U.S. Drought Monitor from June 2 to August 25, 2026
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Seasonal Temperature Summary

Summer 2026 Statewide Average Temperature: 68.2°F

(1.2°F above normal)

Summer 2026 was overall warmer than normal due to a much warmer than normal July;

June and August were slightly cooler than normal. Williams County was the “cool spot

of the state this season at about 1°F below normal. Conversely, South Central, Central,

and East Central North Dakota hovered around 3°F above normal (Figure 6).

Departure from Normal Average Air Temperature (°F) 06-01-2026 - 08-31-2026
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Figure 6: Departure from normal average air temperature recorded by NDAWN stations in Summer 2026
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The warmest temperature of the summer was recorded at Haley 3W NDAWN in southern
Bowman County on July 12 with a reading of 109.9°F (Figure 7). Haley 3W NDAWN
recorded the most days with a high of 100°F or higher at NDAWN with 13 days (11 in
July, 2 in August). Taylor 6GNW NDAWN in Stark County recorded the most days with a
high of 90+°F with 34 days (3 in June, 21 in July, 10 in August).
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Figure 7: Maximum air temperature recorded by NDAWN stations during Summer 2026
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The coldest temperature of the season occurred at Taylor GNW NDAWN in Stark County
with @ minimum of 31.9°F on June 14 (Figure 8). While there was no widespread freeze
or frost, parts of Southwest and North Central North Dakota did experience brief, single-
morning frosts this summer. On the flipside, during the warm spell in July, many parts of
the state saw lows above 70°F, with parts of Billings, Grand Forks, Golden Valley, Stark,
and Walsh County not dropping below 75°F at night.

Minimum Temperature (°F) 06-01-2026 - 08-31-2026
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Figure 8: Minimum air temperature recorded by NDAWN stations during Summer 2026
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Total Normal Anomaly Rank Record
Precipitation V\1/2t5t)<tar;t (1 15932)
6.70” 8.68” -1.98” .
28th 3.32
Driest (1929)
Average T Avg Max T AvgMin T Maximum Minimum
Temperature 68.2°F 81.1°F 55.2°F
109.9°F 31.9°F
Anomaly +1.2°F +1.6°F +0.7°F
Rank
Warmest 23rd 30th 18th
Warmest Warmest Warmest
Coolest 109th 101st 111th
Coolest Coolest Coolest
Record
o 72.0°F 87.2°F 56.8°F . .
(1936) (1936) (1936) 121°F 4°F
g T T (Steele, (Hansboro,
° . . July 1936 June 2004
Cral] (1915) (1993) (1915) y 1936) )

Table 2: Summer precipitation & temperature summary for North Dakota. 2026 statistics from NDAWN station data.
Ranking and records based on NWS climate data (1895-2026) (NOAA).
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Figure 9: Average precipitation in North Dakota for the summer season (via NOAA)
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Average Air Temperature (°F) 06-01-2026 - 08-31-2026
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Figure 10: Average Air Temperature for the summer season at NDAWN stations (top) and historically via NOAA (bottom)
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Average Daily Maximum Temperature (°F) 06-01-2026 - 08-31-2026
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Figure 11: Average Maximum Temperature during summer at NDAWN stations (top) and historically via NOAA (bottom)
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Average Daily Minimum Temperature (°F) 06-01-2026 - 08-31-2026
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Figure 12: Average Minimum Temperature during summer at NDAWN stations (top) and historically via NOAA (bottom)
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August 2026 City Overview
PT el Normal Anomaly Rank Record
verage
Bismarck

132nd Wettest 20.217 (1993)

Precipitation 452" 8.94” -4.42”
21st Driest 1.19” (1936)
12th Warmest 75.0°F (1936)

Temperature 71.2°F 68.8°F +2.4°F
141st Coolest 62.0°F (1915)

Fargo

137th Wettest 18.88” (1944)

Precipitation 422" 9.96” -5.74”
10th Driest 1.86” (1936)
7th Warmest 73.9°F (1988)

Temperature 71.6°F 69.0°F +2.6°F
140th Coolest 63.3°F (1915)

Grand Forks

77th Wettest 20.68” (2002)

Precipitation 8.07” 10.70” -2.63”
51st Driest 2.17" (1910)
8th Warmest 73.9°F (1988)

Temperature 70.8°F 67.6°F +3.2°F
118th Coolest 61.6°F (1915)

Williston

33rd Wettest 14.70” (1993)

Precipitation 7.71 6.68” +1.03”
88th Driest 2.37" (1961)
50th Warmest 73.2°F (1988)

Temperature 67.9°F 67.6°F +0.3°F
71st Coolest 61.6°F (1993)

Table 3: Summer precipitation & temperature summary for select North Dakota cities. Ranking and records based on
NWS climate data (Bismarck 1875-2026; Fargo 1881-2026; Grand Forks 1893-2026; Williston 1907-2026) (NOAA).

NDSU
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Seasonal Outlook for Autumn 2026

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Sep-Oct-Nov 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026

90-100%

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook

Valid: Sep-Oct-Nov 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026

SEqual
el
Chances
P
Probability
(Percent Chance)
nnnnn Near

Chanc;é”‘s

Figure 13: Temperature (top) and Precipitation (bottom) Probabilistic Outlook for Autumn 2026 (CPC)

NDSU North Dakota State Climate Office 14



Quarterly Climate Summary

North Dakota

Summer 2026 — Seasonal Outlook Volume 20, No. 3

US Season al D ro Ug h t OUHOOk Valid for September 1 - November 30, 2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released August 31, 2026

Consistency adjustment

based on Monthly o
Drought Outloak for
September 2026 P

. } Depicts large-scale trends based

£ On subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Manitor
areas (intensities of 01 to Dd).

MOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO ar nane).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Author:
Yun Fan
NOAANWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

L
|

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

D No drought
@

https:/igo.usa.govi3eZ73

Figure 14: Drought Tendency Outlook for Autumn 2026 (CPC)

Detailed monthly summaries and the full archive can be found at ndsu.edu/ndsco.
NDAWN monthly, seasonal, and annual climate statistic maps can be found at ndawn.info/climate statistics.

Sources
¢ North Dakota Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN)
¢ National Weather Service (NWS)
¢ U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM)
¢ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
e Climate Prediction Center (CPQC)

Editor: Julia Poblotzki For questions, comments, or concerns regarding this publication, email daryl.ritchison@ndsu.edu or ndsco@ad.ndus.edu.

Feel free to use and share this content, but please do so under the conditions of our Creative Commons license and our Rules for Use.

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.

NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of age, color, gender expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, participation
in lawful off-campus activity, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, public assistance status, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, spousal relationship to current employee,
or veteran status, as applicable. Direct inquiries to Vice Provost, Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 201, 701-231-7708, ndsu.ecaa@ndsu.edu.
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