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SIX CORE QUESTIONS TO FRAME LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR NDSU UNDERGRADUATES 
 

How does the world work, and what is 
my place in it?  
 
 

 

Students will demonstrate the abilities to  

 apply the methods of at least one science to analyze the natural and physical worlds and the place of human beings in those 
worlds;  

 apply the methods of at least one social science to analyze the dynamics of human cultures, organizations, interactions, 
cognitions, or emotions; 

 apply the insights of at least one of the arts or humanities to analyze the dynamics of  artistic, cultural, historical, or  social 
contexts and how they influence individual thoughts, feelings, and actions; 

 apply numerical data and statistics to solve problems and communicate their conclusions about how the social and natural 
worlds work;   

 apply technology to problem-solving individually and in teams; and 
 clearly and correctly communicate,  in written, oral, and visual formats ,understanding of the workings of the natural and social 

worlds. 
Who am I, and how did I become that 
person? 
 

Students will demonstrate the abilities to  

 apply the methods of at least one science to analyze the nature and core elements of being human;  

 apply the methods of at least one social science to analyze the development and dynamics of human selfhood; 

 apply the insights of at least one of the arts or humanities to analyze the dynamics of human character and the artistic, cultural, 
historical, or social contexts that influence individual expressions of character; 

 apply numerical data and statistics to solve problems and communicate their conclusions about the operations of natural, social, 
or psychological realms;  

 understand the ethical basis for and implications of personal decisions; and  

 clearly and correctly communicate, in written,  oral, and visual formats, understandings of the workings of natural, social and 
psychological realms. 

What values and practices are worth 
sustaining? 

Students will demonstrate the abilities to  

 recognize human impacts on natural resources and the importance of sustaining these resources for future generations;  

 recognize the values and contributions  of diverse societies, both past and present, to the tapestry of human character and 
experience;  

 analyze how those values and contributions provide contexts for the students’ own experiences, values, ideas, and identities; 

 comprehend and demonstrate appropriate standard of professional behavior; and  
 clearly and correctly communicate, in written, oral, and visual formats, conclusions about what is worth sustaining. 

How do we know what we know? Students will demonstrate the abilities to 

 explain the nature of evidence used to understand the natural and social world;  

 explain how evidence is gathered, interpreted, and applied;  

 think critically by evaluating the assumptions, evidence, and logic of alternative explanations in the humanities, social sciences, 
and sciences;  

 think critically about alternative explanations for a problem or problems confronting the world by evaluating the assumptions, 
evidence, and logic of those explanations;  

 engage with technology critically to see how it shapes, limits, and expands our perceptions and understandings; and 

 examine their own values and conclusions. 



What are the world's problems, and 
what consequences do they have for 
me? 

Students will demonstrate the abilities to  

 apply scientific methods to analyze problems in the social, natural, or physical worlds and to assess the personal and community 
impacts of those problems ;  

 apply the insights of the arts and humanities to analyze a problem or problems in the social, natural, or physical worlds and to 
understand their personal and interpersonal consequences;  

 analyze how cultural differences, both domestic and international, contribute to and shape solutions to problems confronting 
individuals, groups, societies, or the global community;  and  

 clearly and correctly communicate, in written, oral, and visual formats, conclusions about the nature and implications of a 
problem or problems. 

How might we address the world's 
problems? 

Students will demonstrate the abilities to  

 locate, evaluate, synthesize, and apply appropriate information and ideas to address unscripted, real world problems;  

 embrace innovative and creative approaches or solutions to unscripted, real world problems; 

 engage with others in community service; 

 work effectively as team members in a variety of interpersonal and intercultural settings; and  
 clearly and correctly communicate, in written, visual, and oral formats, their conclusions. 

 


