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Th i s  content  ana lys i s  i nves t igated af fo rdable  hous ing webs i tes  

across  the Midwest  i n  o rder  to  determine the bes t  and most  

e f f ic ient  ways  to  des ign af fo rdable  hous ing in  a  way that  i s  

most  cos t -e f fect ive  wh i le  prov id ing the res idents  w i th  the 

e lements  that  they need to  prosper .  Categor ies  shown in  th i s  

s tudy inc lude the requ i rements  needed to  be e l ig ib le  fo r  th i s  

type of  hous ing,  the income needed, the types  of  hous ing 

un i t s ,  and the ameni t ies  o f  the un i t s ,  su r rounding communi ty ,  

and ne ighborhood ameni t ies .  

Al though th i s  s tudy was  l im i ted in  re lat ion to  access ib le  in format ion found on each webs i te ,  the resu l t s  were cons i s tent  and ind icated that  a l l  a f fo rdable  hous ing shou ld  be located wi th in  

prox imi ty  o f  ne ighborhood ameni t ies ,  wh i le  the hous ing i t se l f  shou ld  of fe r  s tandard in -un i t  and communi ty  ameni t ies .  The in fo rmat ion gathered f rom n ine webs i tes  c lear ly  i nd icate un i t ,  

communi ty ,  and ne ighborhood ameni t ies  that  shou ld  be avai lab le  to  af fo rdable  hous ing deve lopments . The resu l t s  y ie lded above show which ameni t ies  a re  most  common whi le  prov id ing 

comfor t ,  communi ty ,  and a sense of  secur i ty  fo r  the res idents  who l i ve  there .  I t  wou ld  be benef ic ia l  i n  fu tu re  research to  expand the reg iona l  a reas  su rveyed in  o rder  to  gather  more data.  

Wi th  the cos t  o f  l i v ing cons tant ly  r i s ing i t  i s  impor tant  fo r  i nd iv idua ls  who may be look ing at  a f fo rdable  hous ing webs i tes  t o  have easy  access  to  the requ i rements  needed to  qua l i fy ,  and the 

ameni t ies  avai lab le  to  them. Low - income ind iv idua l s  that  a re  new to  nav igat ing th i s  i n fo rmat ion may f ind i t  i n t imidat ing to  ask  fo r  as s i s tance.  In  th i s  s tudy,  we looked at  how eas i l y  access ib le  

th i s  i n fo rmat ion i s  on  a  var ie ty  of  webs i tes  so  that  ind iv idua l s  who may fee l  i n t imidated have what  they need avai lab le  to  th em. The research procedure that  was  conducted in  th i s  s tudy was  

a  compi lat ion  of  qua l i tat ive  data in  the fo rm of  a  content  ana lys i s  th rough su rvey ing Af fo rdable  Hous ing Author i ty  webs i tes  a cross  the upper  Midwest .  The resu l t s  co l lected conclude that  

across  each Hous ing Author i ty  webs i te ,  there  were common in -un i t ,  communi ty  and ne ighborhood ameni t ies  that  a re  most  des i rab le  f o r  res idents .  The most  popu lar  i n -un i t  ameni t ies  i nc lude 

access  to  pat ios  o r  ba lcon ies ,  hav ing a i r -condi t ion ing and heat ing cont ro l s ,  and fu l l - s i zed appl iances  (44%).  For  communi ty  ameni t ies ,  44% of  the webs i tes  noted secure,  cont ro l led ent rances  

to  the i r  bu i ld ings .  Addi t iona l ly ,  33% of  the webs i tes  i nc lude communi ty  rooms,  on -s i te  laundry ,  e levator  access ,  and reta i l  bus i nesses  on s i te ,  as  they are  among the most  des i red communi ty  

ameni t ies .  Las t ly ,  the most  common ne ighborhood ameni t ies  i nc luded be ing near  res taurants  (77%);  parks  and outdoor  a reas  (66 %);  g rocery  s to res  (55%);  and t ranspor tat ion  (33%).  Each of  

these in -un i t ,  communi ty ,  and ne ighborhood ameni t ies  a re  impor tant  to  cons ider  when deve lop ing af fo rdable  hous ing to  ensure  the prosper i ty  and qua l i ty  o f  l i fe  o f  each of  the res idents .  

In  o rder  to  bet ter  unders tand the process  o f  

secur ing af fo rdable  hous ing,  a  content  ana lys i s  

cons i s t ing  of  n ine Hous ing Author i t ies  i n  c i t ies  

and count ies  th roughout  the Midwest  that  a re  

of  comparable  s i ze  to  Fargo was  completed.  
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MT;  Bu r le igh County -B i smarck ,  ND;  and 

Spr ingf ie ld ,  MO. 
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