College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Executive Council - Minutes

July 17, 2013, 3:00 pm – Minard 338B4
Present: Betsy Birmingham, Ann Burnett, Jeffrey Clark, John Cox, Keri Drinka, Linda Fricker, Daniel Klenow, Mark Meister, John Miller, Carol Pearson, Kent Sandstrom, Michael Strand, Gary Totten, Cindy Urness
Good News/Kudos/Announcements:
· Kent Sandstrom officially welcomed the Department of Architecture and Landscape Architecture into the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences; David Bertolini will join the department as its new chair on July 31.

· Theatre Arts is on track for its centennial celebration this year.

· News for the AHSS Facebook page should be sent to Keri Drinka.
· Theatre Arts faculty have been working with Communication to set up a studio in the BIN.

· Kent announced that the College has funds to support guest speakers in the departments.  

· Carlos Hawley was in Europe this summer preparing for a study abroad course he will teach next year.
· Jessica Jensen – FEMA

· The AHSS Dean’s Office has now moved back into Minard

Searches/new hires:

· Sociology and Anthropology has hired two full-time lecturers to replace faculty who will be on leave this year.

· A search is underway for a new Director for the Center for Social Research.  This position will be 55% CSR and 45% Sociology.

· Fine Arts has successfully converted two Professor of Practice positions into tenure track positions.

· A full-time lecturer in Theatre Arts will be hired to replace faculty who are retiring and/or going to half-time.

· A search will be conducted this year for a History Education faculty member to replace David Silkenat.
· English is currently screening applicants for their Visiting Assistant Professor position.

The College still has not received final word on allocations for extra section funding.  

The schedule for Homecoming for 2013 will change from previous years, with the parade moved to Friday evening at 5:30 downtown, followed by a pep rally by the Library. Following discussion with chairs/heads about possible conflicts with any other events planned by the departments, it was decided to schedule the AHSS Honors Day reception for Friday afternoon around 2:30.  John Miller volunteered to reserve the Challey Atrium for this event.  Criminal Justice and Political Science will celebrate 10 years as a department this year with a reunion for graduates during Homecoming.

If not already done, departments should submit their equipment requests for FY14 to the Dean’s Office at this time.

Kent thanked chairs/heads for the excellent annual reports that were submitted this year.

Issues concerning open records and office atmospheres were discussed.  Kent stressed the importance of having a warm, friendly, professional relationship between faculty and staff.
Betsy Birmingham reminded departments that resources are available from Sponsored Research for submitting grant applications.  She also informed chairs/heads that the college will be hiring two graduate assistants to assist with large grants (scheduling meetings, taking minutes, pivot training, etc.).  In addition to herself and Kay Sizer, Kelly Rusch, the new Vice President for RCATT, is interested in meeting with each department.

AHSS Roadmap - Kent Sandstrom reported that AHSS is scheduled to receive $510,695 for the following:  an English Writing Program Administrator, 55% FTE for the Director of the Center for Social Research, 2-3 hires for AHSS Unite, and funds for spousal/partner hires.  Depending on the match provided by the Provost and other colleges involved with spousal/partner hires, we would be able to hire 3-4 positions.  
A committee of faculty from all three areas in the college will work on a recommendation to the dean for the Unite positions, which will serve multiple programs. Discussion was held on the promotion, tenure, and evaluation process and the timing for hiring for these new positions. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
Submitted by Cathy Heiraas
