 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Minutes of the College Meeting

College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences

December 7, 2012 – Hidatsa Room
Dean Sandstrom called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  
Announcements
· The College’s participation in the United Way campaign now stands at 13%.
· The inaugural Fargo History Project will debut tonight at 7:00 at the Plains Art Museum.
· The Messiah Concert is scheduled for Sunday afternoon.
· Redesign of Askanase Hall is being drafted. Theatre design/technology students have been consulting with 2nd year Architecture students who are working on redesign plans.
· Muriel Brown will retire at the end of the academic year after 39 years of service to NDSU. Dean Sandstrom thanked her for the valuable contributions she has made as a teacher, scholar, and academic citizen during her time at NDSU.
Provost Rafert addressed the faculty, focusing on what the Governor’s Budget would mean for NDSU.  The Governor’s Budget includes:
· $29 million for a new STEM classroom building.  This would free up approximately 100,000 square feet of space currently being used for classrooms across the campus.

· New funding model – The proposed new funding model would tie tuition to completed classes and would be consistent throughout for all state universities and colleges; tuition for student credit hours would be weighted, with master’s and doctoral SCHs worth 6-10 times that of an undergraduate SCH.

· $21 million to transition to the new funding formula, with $6.4 million earmarked for NDSU. The Provost and President will meet with the Deans on January 18 to review college priorities in the event these funds materialize. He pointed out the challenges that NDSU will face on determining how to distribute any additional funding allocated by the state.  Some identified needs include the Library, IT, improved WI-FI, increased salaries for graduate assistants, health insurance for graduate assistants, and additional faculty positions.
· Proposal for the state to match private donations with a $1 match for every $2 in donations

· 4% annual raises for state employees
· An increase of 2% on TIAA/CREF contributions

The Provost also reported that the University is currently undergoing reaccreditation and the process is going smoothly.
The Provost then opened the floor for questions.

· Faculty requested streamlining of paperwork.  Dr. Rafert was supportive of this request and reported that some streamlining has already occurred (i.e., shortened Annual Reports and Assessment Reports)

· STEM Classroom – how would this affect AHSS?  The space which would be freed up by building a new classroom building will be reallocated across campus.
· Faculty are unhappy that the Development Foundation charges a 15% handling fee on funds donated for student scholarships.  The Provost was under the impression that this fee was not charged for scholarships, but he will follow up to confirm.

· Course and Program Fees – these fees will be rolled up with tuition next year.  The University applied for and received some exceptions to this new policy.  One exception that was granted is the fee charged for private music lessons.  Administration will need a complete listing of fees that are currently being charged and of any new fees that are being proposed in order to incorporate these fees into the new tuition model.

· Convergence of IT/Library/DCE – NDSU is currently looking at options involving the convergence of these three units.  No search committee has been formed and no decisions have been made.

· Use of DCE funds – some departments reported problems with using these funds which are now designed as Appropriated Funds whereas they had no problems under the previous system when the funds were deposited into a local fund (graduate recruiting, etc.).  The Provost would like to be made aware of any of these problems so that he can address them. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
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