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North Dakota Livestock Numbers 
• ND is 9th largest beef cow state 
• ND beef cows increased 20,000 head in 2019 while 

neighboring MN,MT,SD declined 
• ND beef cows increased 126,000 head 2010-2020 
• ND total cattle numbers up 70,000 head 2019 to 2020 
• ND breeding hogs similar to neighboring MT and WY but less 

than Corn Belt states 
• ND breeding ewes increased 13.9% during 2019-the largest % 

increase in the US, while neighboring states declined  



BEEF COWS THAT CALVED JANUARY 1, 2020
(1000 Head)

Livestock Marketing Information Center
Data Source: USDA-NASS

01/31/20

U.S. Total 31317

MA 5.5
RI 1.2
CT 5.5
NJ 9.3
DE 2.2
MD 47









2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
2020

Forecast
2021

Forecast

Production Billion Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds

Beef 24.25 23.70 25.22 26.19 26.87 27.15 27.22 27.37

Pork 22.84 24.50 24.94 25.58 26.31 27.64 28.18 28.49

Broilers 38.55 40.05 40.7 41.66 42.60 43.91 44.71 45.10

Turkey 5.76 5.63 5.98 5.98 5.88 5.82 5.74 5.77

Total meat 92.17 94.63 97.6 100.17 102.43 105.26 106.61 107.47

Prices Dollars/cwt       Dollars/cwt. 

Steers 154.56 148.12 120.85 121.52 117.12 116.78 108.71 114

Hogs 76.03 50.23 46.16 50.48 45.93 47.95 43.00 46.50

Cents/lb. Cents/lb. Cents/lb. Cents/lb.

Broilers 104.9 90.5 84.3 93.5 97.8 88.6 71.8 78.80

Turkey
107.6 116.2 117.1 96.1 80.2 89.2 106.4 105.5

November 10, 2020



CHAOS TO NORMAL?
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Average Net Return to Labor and Management Per Beef Cow
N.D. Farm Business Mgmt., Excluding Red River Valley
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US ECONOMY ??





U.S. Ranking in World

Production Exports

Beef 1 1,2

Pork 2 1

Chicken 1 2

Turkey 1 1



Major U.S. Meat Export Customers
BEEF PORK CHICKEN
Japan Mexico Mexico
Korea Japan Canada

Mexico Canada Cuba
Canada China Hong Kong

Hong Kong Korea Taiwan
China? Australia China Ø







JAN FDR CAT and DEC CORN
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2021 CATTLE PRICES BACK TO 2018 LEVELS AND INCREASING
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2021: COVID-19, Weather, and Economy?
Causing Volatility and Risk , especially on 
seasonal basis. Flexible marketing plans 
should include risk management tools 



HAPPIER TIMES ARE AHEAD FOR THE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY
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