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focus areas: Organizational Communication
Media, Technology and Society

At NDSU,  you’ll find a 

collaborative and collegial 

scholarly community that 

combines personal attention 

with a national reputation for 

excellence. Students work 

closely with outstanding scholars 

and mentors to achieve their 

academic and professional goals. 

With programs at both the 

master’s and doctoral levels, 

we are dedicated to creating 

scholarship that identifies and 

develops meaningful solutions  

to contemporary issues.
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Earning a doctorate at NDSU
Our doctoral students conduct research with 

nationally recognized faculty, teach a variety 

of courses and receive extensive pedagogical 

training. Students are expected to publish two 

to three publications and present at multiple 

conventions by graduation. 

Learn more at: 

www.ndsu.edu/communication/phd_program

“It’s fulfilling to 
solve real-world 
problems with 
my research, 
and I’m proud 
of the teaching 
skills I’ve gained. 
Combined, these 
experiences make me 
a more marketable 
candidate after 
graduation.”

Whitney (Frahm) Anderson
 doctoral student, teaching assistant, M.A. 2010



“This program is 
unique in its approach, 
as it combines 
theoretical knowledge 
with professional 
grooming. The applied 
communication 
research focus not 
only prepares us for 
the job market, but 
also equips us to  
make a difference  
to society.” 

Shweta Sharma
doctoral student, teaching 
assistant, M.A. 2013

Our master’s degree program
For students interested in pursuing  

graduate studies, we offer a Master of Arts  

in Communication degree. The flexibility  

of the program allows students to explore 

several topics of interest during their course 

work. In addition, the program can be tailored 

for academic (thesis option) and professional  

(exam option) careers.

For more information: 

www.ndsu.edu/communication/masters_program



Graduate Assistantships
We offer research and teaching assistantships that 
include a generous stipend, tuition waiver and a 
contribution toward a health insurance premium 
(doctoral students). Travel support also is available 
to graduate students presenting conference papers.

“The collaboration 
between faculty and 
students on research 
helps students 
advance as scholars 
and eliminates the 
stress of competition 
among students. 
Doctoral work is 
challenging, but 
having faculty and 
fellow graduate 
students supporting 
you makes it more 
enjoyable.” 

Justin Motto
doctoral student and  
teaching/research assistant

Ruoxu Wang, M.S. 2013



NDSU and Fargo
NDSU is a student-focused,  
land-grant, research university 
— an economic engine that 
educates students, conducts 
primary research, creates new 
knowledge and advances 
technology. NDSU is ranked 84  
among 395 public universities 
based on research expenditures 
reported to the National Science 
Foundation.

Fargo, N.D., and Moorhead, Minn., 
are the center of a metropolitan 
area of more than 230,000 people. 
Located in the prime agricultural 
land of the Red River Valley of the North,  
the community is nationally regarded as  
a vibrant and safe place to live and work.

For more information about  
the NDSU Department  
of Communication, visit  
www.ndsu.edu/communication.

NDSU Graduate School at a Glance:
• More than 2,000 graduate students

• Programs in seven colleges

• More than 600 graduate faculty members

• �International students from more than 80 countries 
comprise more than 25 percent of the graduate 
student body

• Research expenditures exceeding $155 million



NDSU does not discriminate in its 
programs and activities on the basis 
of age, color, gender expression/
identity, genetic information, marital 
status, national origin, participation 
in lawful off-campus activity, physical 
or mental disability, pregnancy, public 
assistance status, race, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, spousal relationship 
to current employee, or veteran status, 
as applicable. Direct inquiries to: Vice 
Provost, Title IX/ADA Coordinator,  
Old Main 201, 701-231-7708,  
ndsu.eoaa@ndsu.edu.

STEPHENSON J. BECK
Group and Organizational Communication
 
ANN BURNETT
Women and Gender Studies
 
ROSS COLLINS
Mass Media History
 
ELIZABETH CRAWFORD
Advertising/Integrated Marketing Communication
 
CATHERINE KINGSLEY WESTERMAN
Organizational Communication
 
ZOLTAN MAJDIK
Rhetoric and Science Communication
 
MARK MEISTER
Rhetoric and Environmental Communication
 
ROBERT MEJIA
Media and Cultural Studies 
 
CHARLES OKIGBO
Strategic Communication
 
CARRIE ANNE PLATT
Rhetoric and Technology
 
MELISSA VOSEN CALLENS
Online Education and Pop Culture
 
JUSTIN WALDEN
Organizational Communication and Public Relations
 
DAVID WESTERMAN
Computer-Mediated Communication
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