Devils Lake Community Center
Survey: 2002

April 2002

e ey North Dakota State Data Center
’L STATE Department of Agribusiness and Applied Economics
@DATA North Dakota State University
IACC Building, Room 424
Fargo, North Dakota 58105-5636

CENTER




Forward

The purpose of this study was to learn more about residents’ interests in and the utilization of a possible
community center in Devils Lake, North Dakota.

Acknowledgments

Special thanks are extended to Chuck Sanderson and members of the Lake Region Community Conservation
Project for their valuable input and guidance in the survey design.

North Dakota State Data Center Contributors

Dr. Richard Rathge, Director
Kay Olson

Mandy Clemenson

Ramona Danielson
Stephanie Noehl

North Dakota State Data Center

Department of Agribusiness and Applied Economics
North Dakota State University

IACC Building, Room 424

Fargo, North Dakota 58105-5636

Ph: (701) 231-7980

URL: http://www.ndsu.edu/sdc

April 2002



Executive Summarz

A survey of residents living in Ramsey County of North Dakota was conducted during the month of
February, 2002. The purpose of the study was to gain insight into area residents’ interests in and
utilization of a possible multi-purpose community center in Devils Lake, North Dakota. A total of 1,000
surveys were mailed to randomly selected residents of Ramsey County. The results of the survey are
found below. The results were separated into the following sections: purpose, location, management,
funding, and demographics.

SURVEY RESULTS

Purpose

>

Respondents overwhelmingly agreed that the proposed Community Center should serve multiple
functions.

#  Eighty-three percent indicated it should meet the recreational needs of youth and adults.

#  Sixty-nine percent indicated it should be used for activities other than just recreational
activities such as a place for meeting/seminars, youth centered activities, conventions and
concerts.

Most respondents agreed that a community center would be an asset to the city of Devils Lake
and should be used to promote Devils Lake through such things as conventions, seminars, the
idea of keeping people in the area.

Most respondents indicated that the community center should provide a place where youth can
have access to educational services (tutors, etc) after schools hours. However, the vast majority
(75 percent) indicated that there should be a balance between scheduled school activities and
activities for youth and families.

Overall, the majority of respondents agreed that their household would use a community center
for activities. However, this opinion varied significantly depending on whether their household had
children younger than 18.

# Nearly three-fourths of households with children younger than 18 indicated they would likely
use a community center for activities.

# In contrast, less than half of the households without children younger than 18 would likely use
a community center for activities.

Location

A near majority of respondents agreed that a community center should be centrally located within
the city of Devils Lake. However, respondents were split on whether a community center should
be attached to another public facility.

# Of those who indicated the community center should be attached to another public facility
(19.3 percent of respondents), schools were the most frequent suggestion.
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Management

| d

Residents’ opinions regarding the management of a community center were very mixed. No clear
majority of respondents felt that management of a community center should be with one entity.

# If the community center were managed by one entity, the top three suggestions for managing
the community center were the city commission, the city of Devils Lake, and the park
board/park district.

Similarly, residents’ opinions of having multiple entities manage the community center were very
mixed. Respondents were nearly evenly split between support, non-support, and no opinion.

# If management of a community center was to be by multiple entities, respondents reported
their top two suggestions were the city commission and the park district.

Funding

>

Residents’ opinions regarding funding of the community center also were very mixed. There was
not a clear consensus on how respondents felt about tax dollars being used to construct a
community center if grant funds are not available. However, opinions differed significantly by
income level of respondents.

# Respondents whose annual household income was more than $40,000 were more likely to
indicate that tax dollars should be used to construct a community center if grant funds were
not available than respondents whose annual household income was $40,000 or less.

Respondents almost equally agreed or disagreed that if utilization fees did cover the operational
costs of a community center, tax dollars should be used.

Similarly, residents were almost evenly split in their opinion of whether they would donate to the
construction of a community center. Opinions varied significantly by income level of respondents
and whether the respondent had children younger than 18.

# Of respondents who had an annual household income of more than $40,000, a majority were
willing to make a donation to the construction of a community center. Less than a quarter of
those who reported having an income of $40,000 or less were willing to make a donation to
construction of a community center.

# Of respondents who had children younger than 18, approximately 47 percent were willing to
make a donation to the construction of a community center. Less than a third of those who
reported not having children younger than 18 were willing to make a donation to the
construction of a community center.

Finally, residents were evenly split in their opinion of whether they would make a donation to a
foundation for the day-to-day operations of a community center. Again, opinions varied
significantly by whether or not respondents had children younger than 18.

# Respondents with children younger than 18 were more likely to make a donation to the
foundation than those who did not have children younger than 18.
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Demographics

> Nearly three-fourths of respondents were married.

> Approximately 56 percent of respondents were male.

> More than 85 percent of respondents owned a house.

> Nearly 95 percent of respondents were white.

> More than 47 percent of respondents had an annual household income before taxes of more than
$40,000.

> Fifty-seven percent of respondents indicated their source of income was wages.

> Approximately 61 percent of respondents indicated they did not have children younger than 18.

> More than 53 percent of respondents have lived in Devils Lake for more than 30 years.
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Introduction

Study Objectives

The purpose of this study was to gain insight into Ramsey County residents’ perceived interest in, support
of, and usage of a multi-purpose community center. The overarching goal is to give community leaders
an understanding of how a community center could best meet the needs of area residents and their
families.

Methodology

A survey instrument was designed through the efforts of the Lake Region Community Conservation
Project in collaboration with staff at the North Dakota State Data Center. The questionnaire was designed
for electronic data input. Questionnaires were mailed to a random sample of 1,000 Ramsey County
residents beginning in December of 2001. The list of names was obtained from current telephone
directories. The collection period ended in February 2002 with 196 useable surveys returned. This allows
for a generalizable survey of residents in the county with an error rate of less than 6 percent. Surveys
collected after the cut-off date were not included in the data analysis.

Analysis

The analysis was conducted in two parts. First, frequencies for all questions with the exception of open-
ended questions were computed. We checked to see if responses differed by two independent variables;
whether or not the respondent had children younger than 18 and the respondents’ annual household
income before taxes. Since the distribution of household income was fairly concentrated, we combined
incomes into two categories for testing purposes: more than $40,000 or $40,000 or less. Responses
differed significantly in five of the questions at the p<.05 level.

Second, the open-ended questions were thematically coded by the State Data Center Staff. These
included explanations of activities the community center needs to provide, how the community center
could promote Devils Lake, how the respondents’ household would use the community center, and
explanations of other responses.

Missing data were not included in the analysis. However, the number missing for each question are
provided in the appendix tables at the rear of this report.



Survey Results



Pureose

. Approximately 83 percent of respondents agreed that a multi-purpose community center must meet
the recreational needs of youth (Figure 1, Appendix Table 1).

Figure 1. A multi-purpose community center must meet the recreational needs of youth

Strongly disagree
Disagree
No opinion
Agree
Strongly agree
| 1‘0 2‘0 3‘0 4‘0 5‘0 6‘0
N=178 Percent

Percents do not add to 100 due to rounding

. Nearly 74 percent of respondents agreed that a multi-purpose community center must meet the
recreational needs of adults (Figure 2, Appendix Table 2).

Figure 2. A multi-purpose community center must meet the recreational needs of adults
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. Approximately 69 percent of respondents agreed that a community center must be used for activities

other than just recreational activities (Figure 3, Appendix Table 3).

Figure 3. A community center must be used for activities other than just recreational activities
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. Slightly more than one-third of respondents suggested the community center should provide activities
including meetings/seminars, youth centered activities, conventions, and concerts (Table 1).

Table 1. Suggested activities the community center needs to provide

Response

Suggested activities to provide Number Percent

N
oo

Meetings/seminars

N
o

Youth centered activities

N
o

Conventions

(=Y
(6]

Concerts/music

[y
N

Dances

=
=

Recreational activities

[N
o

Parties/receptions/banquets

Gym space/exercise equipment/fitness

Community events

Plays/theater

Family centered activities

Games

Don'’t need a community center

Track

Adult centered activities

Basketball court

Computer access

Fund raisers

Swimming pool

Volleyball court

Rollerblading

Reunions

Wlwl wlwlwildrlld]ldloojJoo o O |IN|N ]|

Educational events

N
©

Other*

Total
*Note: See Appendix Table 4 for “Other” responses
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. Nearly 79 percent of respondents agreed that a multi-purpose community center would be an asset

to the city of Devils Lake (Figure 4, Appendix Table 5).

Figure 4. A multi-purpose community center would be an asset to the city of Devils Lake
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60

. Approximately 58 percent of respondents agreed that a community center should be used to promote

Devils Lake (Figure 5, Appendix Table 6).

Figure 5. A community center should be used to promote Devils Lake
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. Approximately 20 percent of respondents suggested the community center could promote Devils
Lake through conventions and seminars. Seventeen percent of respondents said the community
center could promote Devils Lake through keeping people in Devils Lake and/or drawing people to

Devils Lake (Table 2).

Table 2. Suggestions for how the community center could promote Devils Lake

Responses

Suggestions

Number

Percent

Conventions and seminars

20.2

Keep people in Devils Lake/draw people in to Devils Lake

17.0

Youth activities

11.7

Trade shows/expos

Sporting events

Don’t need a community center

Other*

Total
Note: *See Appendix Table 7 for “Other” responses

. Nearly 56 percent of respondents agreed that a community center should provide a place where
youth can have access to educational services (tutors, etc.) after school hours (Figure 6, Appendix

Table 8).

Figure 6. A community center should provide a place where youth can have access to educational

services (tutors, etc.) after school hours
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. More than 75 percent of respondents agree there should be a balance at the community center
between scheduled school activities and activities for youth and families (Figure 7, Appendix Table
9).

Figure 7. There should be a balance at the community center between scheduled school activities
and activities for youth and families
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. Approximately 56 percent of respondents indicated their household would use a community center
for activities (Figure 8, Appendix Table 10).

Figure 8. My household would use a community center for activities
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. More than 73 percent of respondents with children under age 18 indicated that their household would
use a community center for activities. This is significantly different (p<.05) from those who did not
have children younger than 18. Approximately 43 percent of respondents without children younger
than 18 indicated their household would use a community center for activities (Figure 8a, Appendix
Table 10a).

Figure 8a. My household would use a community center for activities, by whether respondent had
children younger than 18

Strongly disagree

Disagree _ :
No opinion _12_7 32.0
Agree 35.1 o
Strongly agree 8.2 25
(‘) 1‘0 2‘0 3‘0 4‘0 5‘0 6‘0
Percent

D No children under the age of 18 (N=97)
B children under the age of 18 (N=71)

. Nearly 24 percent of respondents indicated their household would use the community center for
sports/recreation (Table 3).

Table 3. How respondent’s household would use the community center

Responses

Suggestions for community center usage Number Percent

Sports/recreation 24 23.5

Various activities/depends on what is offered 17 16.7

Don’t need a community center 12

Wouldn’t use a community center

Youth activities

Meetings/seminars

Parties/banquets/receptions

Family activities

Games

Other*

Total
Note: *See Appendix Table 11 for “Other” responses.
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Location

within the city of Devils Lake (Figure 9, Appendix Table 12).

Figure 9. A community center should be centrally located within the city of Devils Lake

Approximately 48 percent of respondents agreed that a community center should be centrally located

Strongly disagree
Disagree
No opinion 33.7
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40 50

Percent
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60

The highest proportion of respondents (46.0 percent) had no opinion about whether the community

center should be attached to another public facility. Of those who had an opinion, more disagreed
(34.7 percent) than agreed (19.3 percent) that a community center should be attached to another

public facility (Figure 10, Appendix Table 13).

Figure 10. A community center should be attached to another public facility
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No opinion 6.0
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. Respondents’ suggestions regarding what type of facility should be attached to the community center
were mixed. Few people offered ideas. However, of those who responded, the most frequent
suggestions were to keep the building free standing or to attach it to a school/high school. Other
suggestions included concerns about parking and utilization of existing facilities (Table 4).

Table 4. Respondent’s suggestions for other facility attached to the community center

Responses

Suggestions for other attached facility Number Percent

Free standing 12.2

High school/school 12.2

Parking issues are important 10.2

Use a building that already exists

Don'’t need a community center

College/vo-tech

Library

Other*

Total
Note: *See Appendix Table 14 for “Other” responses
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Management

. Residents’ opinions regarding management of the community center were mixed. More than 44
percent of respondents agreed that management of a community center should be with one entity.
However, more than a quarter (27.1 percent) of respondents indicated that they had no opinion about
whether the management of a community center should be with one entity (Figure 11, Appendix
Table 15).

Figure 11. Management of a community center should be with one entity

Strongly disagree
Disagree
No opinion
Agree
Strongly agree
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N=180 Percent

Percents do not add to 100 due to rounding.

. Suggestions most frequently mentioned for who should manage the community center included the
city commission (16 percent), the city of Devils Lake (15 percent) or the park board/park district (15
percent) (Table 5).

Table 5. Respondents’ suggestions of community center management

Responses

Suggestions Number Percent

City commission 16.4

City of Devils Lake 145

Park board/park district 145

Independent

Public school

Don’t know

County commission

Other*

Total
Note: *See Appendix Table 16 for “Other” responses
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. Respondents were nearly evenly split regarding their opinion of whether management of a
community center should be with multiple entities. Nearly 38 percent supported and one third (32
percent) did not support management by multiple entities, and nearly 30 percent had no opinion

(Figure 12, Appendix Table 17).

Figure 12. Management of a community center should be with multiple entities
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Disagree
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60

. Among respondents who “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that multiple entities should manage the
community center, the top two responses of suggested entities that should manage the community
center were the city commission (24.5 percent) and the park district (23.0 percent) (Figure 13,

Appendix Table 18a, 19).

Figure 13. Multiple entities that should manage community center

City commission (N=48)
Park district (N=45)
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0 10 20 30 40
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Funding

. Respondents were evenly split on whether tax dollars should be used to construct a community
center if grant funds would not be available. Nearly equal proportions did and did not support the
idea (approximately 46 percent) (Figure 14, Appendix Table 20).

Figure 14. If grant funds are not available to construct a community center, tax dollars should be
used

Strongly disagree — 28.6
Disagree — 17.0
No opinion — 8.2
Agree — 37.9
Strongly agree — 8.2
\ \ \ \ \ \
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N=182 Percent
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. Opinions regarding the use of tax dollars to fund the community center varied significantly by
household income. Respondents whose annual household income was more than $40,000 were
more likely (60.4 percent) to indicate that tax dollars should be used to construct a community center
than respondents whose annual household income was $40,000 or less (37.6 percent) (Figure 14a,
Appendix Table 20a).

Figure 14a. If grant funds are not available to construct a community center, tax dollars should be
used, by annual household income before taxes

Strongly disagrec - NG 7

Disagree
No opinion
Agree 48.1
Strongly agree ~_4‘7—‘12_3
8 15 25 35 45 ;O go
Percent
Peroents do not add Bl $40.000 or less (N=85) ] more than $40,000 (N=81)

to 100 due to rounding.

. Respondents were nearly evenly split in their opinion of using tax dollars if utilization fees did not
cover operational costs of a community center. Roughly 47 percent disagreed while 44 percent
agreed (Figure 15, Appendix Table 21).

Figure 15. If utilization fees do not cover the operational costs of a community center, tax dollars
should be used

Strongly disagree — 25.3

Disagree — 21.3
No opinion — 0.6
Agree 36.0
Strongly agree — 7.9
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Percent
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. Respondents’ opinions were evenly split with regard to whether they would make a donation to the
construction of a community center. Slightly more than one-third indicated they would likely donate
(37 percent) while a similar proportion (38 percent) indicated they would not. More than a quarter of
respondents (25.7 percent) had no opinion (Figure 16, Appendix Table 22).

Figure 16. 1 would make a donation to the construction of a community center

Strongly disagree — 19.2
Disagree — 18.6
No opinion — 25.7
Agree —| 29.9
Strongly agree — 6.6
\ \ \ \ \ \
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent
N=167

. The likelihood of donating to the construction of a community center differed significantly by
household income. Residents with an annual household income of more than $40,000 were more
likely (54.4 percent) to make a donation to the construction of a community center than those with an
annual income of $40,000 or less (24.0 percent) (Figure 16a, Appendix Table 22a).

Figure 16a. 1 would make a donation to the construction of a community center, by annual
household income before taxes

_ —16.0
Strongly disagree 16.5

0.0

Disagree 16.5

No opinion 0.0
P 12.7

Agree —1 3 "
4
Strongly agree _2:11 4

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent
. $40,000 or less (N=71) D more than $40,000 (N=79)
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. The likelihood of donating to the construction of a community center also differed significantly by the
presence of youth in the household. Residents with children younger than 18 were more likely (47.2
percent) to a make a donation to the construction of a community center than those without children
younger than 18 (29.8 percent) (Figure 16b, Appendix Table 22b).

Figure 16b. | would make a donation to the construction of a community center, by whether the
respondent has children younger than 18

Strongly disagree 15.7 13

Disagree _8'6 255
No opinon - ;
R T ———
Strongly agree 58'6

\ \ \ \ \ \
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent

. Yes, respondent does have children younger than 18 (N=70)
D No, respondent does not have children younger than 18 (N=94)

. Residents’ willingness to make a donation to a foundation which would be used for the day-to-day
operations of a community center was split. Roughly 32 percent indicated they would likely donate to
the foundation while 39 percent indicated they would not donate. An additional 29 percent were
undecided (Figure 17, Appendix Table 23).

Figure 17. 1 would make a donation to a foundation which would be used for the day-to-day
operations of a community center

Strongly disagree — 19.2

Disagree — 19.8
No opinion — 28.7
Agree 25.7
Strongly agree — 6.6
\ \ \ \ \ \
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent
N=167
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Residents’ opinions of whether they would donate to a foundation that would be used for the day-to-
day operations of the community center differed significantly by the presence of youth in the

household. Those households with children younger than 18 were more willing (44 percent) to make
a donation to a foundation than those without children under 18 year of age (24 percent) (Figure 17a,

Appendix Table 23a).

Figure 17a. 1 would make a donation to a foundation which would be used for the day-to-day
operations of a community center, by whether respondent has children younger than 18

Strongly disagree _%%ﬁ
Disagree _m .
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No opinion 7.1 0.8
5.7
Agree 19.1
Strongly agree 5&6
\ \ \ \ \ \
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent
. Yes, respondent does have children younger than 18 (N=70)
D No, respondent does not have children younger than 18 (N=94)
Funding



Demograehics

. Nearly 73 percent of respondents were married (Figure 18, Appendix Table 24).

Figure 18. Marital status

Single
Married 73.2

Divorced

Widowed

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percent
N=190

. Approximately 56 percent of respondents were male (Figure 19, Appendix Table 25).

Figure 19. Gender

Female
43.6%
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. Nearly 86 percent of respondents owned a house (Figure 20, Appendix Table 26).

Figure 20. Type of housing

Rent apartment
9.0%

Rent house/mobile home
5.3%

Own house
85.7%

N=188

. Nearly 95 percent of respondents indicated they are white (Figure 21, Appendix Table 27).
Figure 21. Racel/ethnicity

Hispanic 0.5

African American —0.0

American Indian A
White 04.7
Asian 0.5
Other A

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percent

N=188
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. Approximately 47 percent of respondents have an annual household income before taxes of more
than $40,000 dollars (Figure 22, Appendix Table 28).

Figure 22. Annual household income before taxes

Less than $3,000

$3,001-$10,000
$10,001-$17,500
$17,501-$24,000
$24,001-$30,000
$30,001-$40,000

More than $40,000

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Percent
N=175

. Fifty-seven percent of respondents indicated their source of income was wages (Figure 23, Appendix
Tables 29, 29a).

Figure 23. Source of income

Wages (N=112) 57 1
Social Security/pensions (N=46)
Business income (N=44)

*Other (N=10)

Welfare assistance (N=0)

\ \ \ \ \ \ \
0 10 20 30 40 50 60

) Percent
*Note: For "other" responses see Appendix Table 29a
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. Nearly 61 percent of respondents indicated they do not have children younger than 18 years of age.
Of the respondents who do have children younger than 18 years of age (39.4 percent), the
categories are as follows: 16.3 percent of respondents had children between the ages of 0 and 4
years old, 25.2 of respondents had children between the ages of 5 and 9 years old, 33.3 of
respondents had children between the ages of 10 and 14 years old, and 25.2 percent of respondents
had children between the ages of 15 and 18 years of age (Figure 25, Appendix Table 30 and 31).

Figure 24. Respondents with children younger than 18, with children’s ages

No Yes
60.6% 39.4%

N=188

0to 4 years old
16.3%

10 to 14 years old
33.3%

15 to 18 years old
25.2%

5to 9 years old
25.2%
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. Approximately 53 percent of respondents had lived in Devils Lake for more than 30 years (Figure 25,

Appendix Table 32).

Figure 25. Length of time lived in Devils Lake area

10 years or less

11 to 20 years
21-30 years

31-40 years

41-50 years

51-60 years

More than 60 years

Life resident

N=192

Percent

30
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Appendix Table 1. A multi-purpose community center must meet the recreational needs of youth

Respondents

Number Percent*

Strongly disagree

Disagree

No opinion

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 18 missing cases.

Appendix Table 2. A multi-purpose community center must meet the recreational needs of adults

Respondents

Number Percent

Strongly disagree 4.6

Disagree 114

No opinion 10.3

Agree 44.6

Strongly agree 29.1

Total 100.0
Note: The total does not include 21 missing cases.

Appendix Table 3. A community center must be used for activities other than just recreational activities

Respondents

Number Percent*

Strongly disagree

Disagree

No opinion

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 20 missing cases.
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Appendix Table 4. “Other” suggestions for activities the community center needs to provide

Response Number of Responses

After school child care

Art

Televisions

Classes

Non-sports related activities

Activities for seniors

Socializing

Debates

Lessons (dance, etc)

Performers, yoga

Flea markets

Youth physical education

Climbing wall

Tennis

Karoke

Ability to serve meals

Cultural activities

Study area for kids

Sales

Indoor picnics

Indoor auctions

Social activities

Movies

Chamber events

Parks and recreation use

School programs

Circus

Support groups

Business functions

Open house activities

Facilities for catered meals/lunchroom
Appendix Table 4 continued on the next page
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Appendix Table 4. Continued

Response

Number of Responses

Large group gatherings of all types

Bring in entertainment to the Lake Region

Community based programs

Boys and Girls Club of American type activities

A place home schoolers could use for some of their programs

I would like a small stage area for just dialogue or discussion

Church functions, crusades

Food stand (free popcorn), pop, and other food available

Space for a larger dance studio for Mikis School of Dance

Benefit meals, school projects, organizational groups in the
community that have to other place to meet

The North Star building, with collaboration of Devils Lake Public
Schools, and Park Board, would be an excellent start to having such
a center

Total

Appendix Table 5. A multi-purpose community center would be an asset to the city of Devils Lake

Respondents

Number Percent

Strongly disagree

Disagree

No opinion

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Note: The total does not include 9 missing cases.
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Appendix Table 6. A community center should be used to promote Devils Lake

Respondents

Number Percent*

Strongly disagree 8.6

Disagree 11.4

No opinion 22.3

Agree 30.9

Strongly agree 26.9

Total 100.1
Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 21 missing cases.

Appendix Table 7. “Other” suggestions for how the community center could promote Devils Lake

Response Number of Responses

We need more wintertime jobs to keep people here and better paying
jobs. | farm and have to go to Fargo in the winter to find work. | run
into people in Fargo that came from Devils Lake area because they
couldn’t afford to live there.

Bring other activities to town

To show others that we can come together as a community. That we
can teach the upcoming adults that there are better things to do
besides drinking, taking any kind of drugs, and having sex.

Adult gatherings

Businesses could get together to give input as to what would be good
for Devils Lake and what would bring people.

Use your money to promote business and industry

Advertise what activities will be taking place and invite general public,
have an “open house,” encourage comments/suggestions and try and
use some that are given. Be open to all reasonable ideas that are
offered.

(As long as it is large enough to accommodate crowds) it is
something other than hunting and fishing, which is the major promo
now in Devils Lake

A place large enough to hold activities for large and small groups

Other towns couldn’t use it as a meeting place or various activities

As a place to hold state and national events

Use for promational things, anything that comes to Devils Lake would
bring shoppers, bring revenue to the Lake Region

Facilities designed for public use indicate a progressive community,
particularly new facilities

Community center would give the people of Devils Lake other things
to do besides sports, drinking, etc.
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Appendix Table 7. Continued

Response Number of Responses

Small communities may use facility

Science fairs, career day, etc., classes offered

It shows we care about our adults leisure time needs

It would give us one more option for “bringing things in”

Community involvement builds a stronger more stable community,
word of mouth will take care of the rest

Fishing tournament banquets, area schools functions

Some events should include the entire Lake Region area

It would show visitors that we are interested in progress and peace

Used as a site for visitors to families. Can be family centered for
activities

Maybe you haven't noticed but Devils Lake is fast becoming a ghost
town

Total

Appendix Table 8. A community center should provide a place where youth can have access to
educational services (tutors, etc.) after school hours

Respondents

Number Percent

Strongly disagree 8.3

Disagree 17.8

No opinion 18.3

Agree 35.6

Strongly agree 20.0

Total 100.0
Note: The total does not include 16 missing cases.
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Appendix Table 9. There should be a balance at the community center between scheduled school

activities and activities for youth and families

Respondents

Number

Percent

Strongly disagree

5.5

Disagree

7.1

No opinion

12.0

Agree

49.7

Strongly agree

25.7

Total
Note: The total does not include 13 missing cases.

Appendix Table 10. My household would use a community center for activities

100.0

Respondents

Number

Percent

Strongly disagree

11.6

Disagree

9.2

No opinion

23.1

Agree

41.6

Strongly agree

145

Total
Note: The total does not include 23 missing cases.

100.0

Appendix Table 10a. My household would use a community center for activities, by whether respondent

had children under the age of 18

Respondent does
not have children
younger than 18

Respondent does
have children
younger than 18

Number Percent

Number Percent

Strongly disagree

13 134

6 8.5

Disagree

11 11.3

4 5.6

No opinion

31 32.0

9 12.7

Agree

34 35.1

36 50.7

Strongly agree

8 8.2

16 22.5

Total

100.0

71

100.0

Note: Differences in responses were significant at the p<.05 level, by whether the respondent had children

younger than 18.
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Appendix Table 11. “Other” suggestions for how respondent’s household would use the community center

Response Number of Responses

As a single parent, it would be nice to know someone is there to help
with school work or k now where my children are and what they are
doing

It must be multi-purpose, not singly focused! School events (i.e.:
sports) already have adequate facilities

Right now | can not tell you. | am by myself. Therefore | can not tell
you what | can use the center for. | am sorry.

No kids living at home—but grandkids!

Promote businesses, educational events—cognitive vs. sports; music
festival is an example

All of the items mentioned as services at the center are things | do as
a parent. Parents need to take some responsibility to bring up their
own kids instead of the community taking over the job of parenting

Buy North Star for youth activities

Meet with family and friends, possibly work for the center if help is
needed, hold fund raisers/benefits

Computer learning, pool/hot tub

We don't live on go to school in Devils Lake

Elks tournaments

Place to gather for social events

For grandchildren, visitors

Use a school for “tutoring” and educational reasons

Meeting others, educational and cultural enrichment

At home kids close to school age

Classes

School projects, academic fairs, church league activities

Events

Educational functions

P lr]lRrllrlr]lrlr]lr|lr ], ], ]| ]|~

Family reunions

Total

N
[y

Devils Lake Survey: 2002 30 Appendix Tables



Appendix Table 12. A community center should be centrally located within the city of Devils Lake

Respondents

Number Percent

Strongly disagree 5.9

Disagree 12.3

No opinion 33.7

Agree 27.8

Strongly agree 20.3

Total 100.0
Note: The total does not include 9 missing cases.

Appendix Table 13. A community center should be attached to another public facilit

Respondents

Number Percent

Strongly disagree 10.8

Disagree 23.9

No opinion 46.0

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Note: The total does not include 20 missing cases.

Devils Lake Survey: 2002 31 Appendix Tables



Appendix Table 14. “Other” suggestions for other facility attached to the community center

Response Number of Responses

Central location

Public park

Swimming pool at NDSD

Police department

The memorial building

Racquetball club—curling club area

Should be near lodging facilities

Like North Star or Memorial buildings

Need one place where expansion would be feasible

Use the money to keep from forming assessment dist.

Try not to over build—but with room for expansion

What difference does it make where this building is located?

Somewhere out in the area of the Burdick area, school for the deaf,
that area

Devils Lake is not that big. These kids and adults would have a hard
time finding it.

| think it should be away from the uptown area where the “bigger” kids
hang out, but close enough for easy access. Maybe in the mall.

Multi functional—closer to youth activities as they have limited
transportation—adults have transportation

Total

Appendix Table 15. Management of a community center should be with one entit

Respondents

Number Percent*

Strongly disagree 8.9

Disagree 194

No opinion 27.2

Agree 30.0

Strongly agree 14.4

Total 99.9
Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 16 missing cases.
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Appendix Table 16. “Other” suggestions for entity that should manage the community center

Response Number of Responses

Mayor’s office

School board

County

None

Other

D.L.P.S.

Not sure

Agree

Chamber

Youth coalition

Strongly disagree

One manager reporting to a board

R lr]lRrlrlr]lrlr]lr |, ], R, |

One entity needs to be the management. There is an old saying “too
many cooks ruin the stew.” Too many managers means that issues
would not be addressed on a timely manner

A community/youth board with representation from park/school/local
government/youth/parents

Total

Appendix Table 17. Management of a community center should be with multiple entities

Respondents

Number Percent*

Strongly disagree 13.8

Disagree 18.9

No opinion 29.6

Agree 27.7

Strongly agree 10.1

Total 100.1
Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 37 missing cases.
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Appendix Table 18. Entities that should manage the community center

Respondents

Number Percent

City commission 24.5

County commission 13.8

Park district 23.0

Public school

Other

Table 18a. “Other” responses regarding which entities should manage the community center

Response Number of Responses

Members of the Devils Lake community

None

Private board/independent

Churches

Combination of entities

Other*

Total

Notes: *See Appendix Table 19 for other responses. ** Appendix Table 18 indicates that there were 19
“other” suggestions made by respondents. Six respondents did not check “other” and proceeded to write
in a suggestion.

Appendix Table 19. “Other” entities that should manage the community center

Response Number of Responses

Government agencies

(1-2) parents of school children and (1-2) elderly

Volunteers

People to help, to get paid, and create jobs

No on in this town is qualified

Keep the county out of this

?
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Appendix Table 20. If grant funds are not available to construct a community center, tax dollars should be
used

Respondents

Number Percent*

Strongly disagree 28.6

Disagree

No opinion

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 14 missing cases.

Appendix Table 20a. If grant funds are not available to construct a community center, tax dollars should
be used, by annual household income before taxes

More than $40,000 $40,000 or less

Number | Percent* | Number Percent

Strongly disagree 20 24.7 23 27.1

Disagree 9 11.1 19 22.4

No opinion 3 3.7 11 12.9

Agree 39 48.1 28 32.9

Strongly agree 10 12.3 4 4.7

Total 81 99.9 100.0

Notes: *Percent does not equal 100 due to rounding. Differences in responses were significant at the
p<.05 level, by the respondent’s income level.

Appendix Table 21. If utilization fees do not cover the operational costs of a community center, tax dollars
should be used

Respondents

Number Percent*

Strongly disagree 25.3

Disagree

No opinion

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 18 missing cases.
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Appendix Table 22. | would make a donation to the construction of a community center

Respondents

Number

Percent

Strongly disagree

19.2

Disagree

18.6

No opinion

25.7

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Note: The total does not include 29 missing cases.

Appendix Table 22a. | would make a donation to the construction of a community center, by annual

household income before taxes

More than $40,000

$40,000 or less

Number Percent

Number Percent

Strongly disagree

13 16.5

12 16.0

Disagree

13 16.5

15 20.0

No opinion

10 12.7

30 40.0

Agree

34 43.0

16 21.3

Strongly agree

9 114

2 2.7

Total

100.0

100.0

Notes: The total does not include 29 missing cases. Differences in responses were significant at the

p<.05 level, by the respondent’s income level.

Appendix Table 22b. | would make a donation to the construction of a community center, by whether

respondent has children younger than 18

Respondent does
not have children
younger than 18

Respondent does
have children
younger than 18

Number

Percent

Number

Percent*

Strongly disagree

20

21.3

11

15.7

Disagree

24

255

6

8.6

No opinion

22

23.4

20

28.6

Agree

23

24.5

27

38.6

Strongly agree

5

5.3

6

8.6

Total

100.0

Notes: * Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 29 missing cases.
Differences in responses were significant at the p<.05 level, by whether the respondent had children
younger than 18.
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Appendix Table 23. | would make a donation to a foundation which would be used for the day-to-day

operations of a community center

Respondents

Number

Percent

Strongly disagree

19.2

Disagree

18.6

No opinion

25.7

Agree

Strongly agree

Total
Note: The total does not include 29 missing cases.

Appendix Table 23a. | would make a donation to a foundation which would be used for the day-to-day
operations of a community center, by whether respondent has children younger than 18

Respondent does
not have children
younger than 18

Respondent does
have children
younger than 18

Number

Percent*

Number

Percent

Strongly disagree

18 191 13

18.6

Disagree

25 26.6 7

10.0

No opinion

28 29.8 19

27.1

Agree

18 19.1 25

35.7

Strongly agree

5 5.3 6

8.6

Total

99.9

100.0

Notes: *Percent does not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 29 missing cases.
Differences in responses were significant at the p<.05 level, by whether the respondent had children

younger than 18.

Appendix Table 24. Marital status

Respondents

Number

Percent

Single

22

11.6

Married

Divorced

Widowed

Total
Note: The total does not include 8 missing cases.
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Appendix Table 25. Gender

Respondents

Number Percent

106 56.4

82 43.6

100.0

Note: The total does not include 8 missing cases.

Appendix Table 26. Type of housing

Respondents

Number Percent*

Rent apartment 17

Rent house/mobile home 10

Own house

Total
Notes: *Percents do not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 8 missing cases.

Appendix Table 27. Race/ethnicit

Respondents

Number Percent*

Hispanic

African American

American Indian

White

Asian

Other

American

German

Does not apply

Total | s8] 999

Notes: *Percents do not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 8 missing cases. As
noted in Appendix Table 27, four respondents checked the “other” category, however, one respondent
chose not to write-in a response.
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Appendix Table 28. Annual household income before taxes

Respondents

Number Percent*

Less than $3,000

$3,001 to $10,000

$10,001 to $17,500

$17,501 to $24,000

$24,001 to $30,000

$30,001 to $40,000

More than $40,000

Total

Notes: *Percents do not add to 100 due to rounding. The total does not include 21missing cases.

Appendix Table 29. Source of income

Respondents

Number Percent

Wages

112 57.1

Business income

44 22.4

Social Security/Pensions

46

Welfare assistance

0

Other

Appendix Table 29a. Other sources of income

Number Percent

Farming

23.1

Rent—farm

154

Spouses wages

154

Investments

154

Self employed

154

Retired

154

Total
Note: Three respondents who wrote a response did not check “other.”
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Appendix Table 30. Children younger than 18 years of age

Respondents

Number Percent

114 60.6

74 39.4

100.0

Note: The total does not include 8 missing cases.

Appendix Table 31. Ages of children younger than 18

Respondents

Number

Percent

0 to 4 years

16.3

51to 9 years

25.2

10 to 14 years

33.3

15to 18 years

25.2

Total*

100.0

*Only 114 respondents indicated that they had children under the age of 18, however, 135 respondents
listed the ages of their children (under the age of 18).

Appendix Table 32. Number of years lived in Devils Lake area

Respondents

Number Percent

0 to 10 years 14.6

11 to 20 years 18.8

21 to 30 years 13.5

31 to 40 years 17.7

41 to 50 years 17.7

51 to 60 years 5.2

More than 60 years 7.3

Life resident 5.2

Total 100.0
Note: The total does not include 4 missing cases.
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Additional Comments



Statements regarding the Purpose of the community center

Statement Response

A multi-purpose community center must meet the
recreational needs of the youth

A multi-purpose community center would be an
asset to the city of Devils Lake

A community center should provide a place where
youth can have access to educational services
(tutors, etc.) after school hours Could, not should

My household would use a community center for
activities Depends on kinds of activities

Statements regarding Location of the community center

Statement Response

A community center should be centrally located Need ample parking space
within the city of Devils Lake

Statements regarding Management of the community center

Statement Response

Management of a community center should be No need
with multiple entities

Don't know

Don’t know enough about it

Definitely not the County Commission

Management should be with an elected board so
there would be no show of favoritism towards one
group or groups

The three listed [City Commission, Park District,
and Public school] should each appoint two
members to the board and then that board would
manage it independently of the three listed
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Statements regarding Funding of the community center

Statement

Response

If grant funds are not available to construct a
community center, tax dollars should be used

| am opposed to taxation to support any
community center

No, we are already (still) paying the piper for the
library

No need

| would make a donation to a foundation which
would be used for the day-to-day operations of a
community center

Statements regarding Demographics

Statement

We do not need to increase the taxes anymore to
the people in Devils Lake

Those who use the services should pay for them

Response

What is your marital status

N/A

What is your gender

N/A

We both talked about answers

We both agree [they checked both male and
female]

What type of housing do you live in

N/A

What is your race/ethnicity

N/A

What is your annual household income before
taxes?

N/A

N/A

Bad question

None of your business

What is your source of income

N/A

Bad question

Do you have children younger than 18

N/A

How many years have you lived in the Devils Lake
area?

Devils Lake Survey: 2002
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And | am ready to move

And all you do is tax us to death
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Survey Instrument



DEVILS LAKE COMMUNITY CENTER SURVEY

Ce=ar ReEspandent,

Wie are conducting a surey fo galhar informalion regarding the possible develapmenl of & mulli-purposs community
center in Densls Lake, Mot Dakota. Thes suriey will give e commurily an undenstanding 48 1o your inkerests in, and
ulilizaton of & Tacilby such @ this, and how the facility can bast mesd the neads of youw and your Tamily.  Plasse lake 8
fewe mornanis and fil Gul (his shot questionnaire. Your resporses are importand and will be recordad withoul any
idertifying Information. If you hawe ary gquestions reganding the sureey, please call Chuck Sanderson at GE2-1573,
Thank you 5o much

-Select only oma answar unless the instnciions specily clfenise.
-Fill gt the survey using either a &2 pencil or 5 pan (back or Blue ink). Fill in ovals completely.
-Place the survey in the enclossd postage-paid erselops and refum it as soon A5 possibla,

[ Grongly ogree |
Please respond to the following statements regarding the PURPOSE of the ] ﬂu-:“
propossd community center. Fill In the ovals that bast describs your opinians, — fg cemon
: Cmagies
Sirongly Ssagree
- 1. & mulli-purpase oomiminity cenlar mush meed the recradlionsl mesads of youlh.= |
-
- 8 muHi-purpods communily cerder mussl mes! tha recrealional nesds of adulls. - - -
-
- A A community center must be used for Bolivites otfer than jusl recreational activites. O
I 00 Tegnea” oF "AMaiGly Sovee”, plaase fal vl the acthabes fhe
COMUTHAWY DANG Naads [ tYovde.
- | Shzngly ngres
[ gme |
T
_ [ Tsagree
Eirongly deagres |
- 4. A mulli-purpass community cemer would be an asset o tha city of Davils Leke r_*_'l'_'ﬂ.'_'l'_'l
|
e &. A community center should ba used 1o promobe Desils Lake. .
Si. W powr “egnee ™ OF "BIFngp) sonee”, plaase fel ws bow pou think the community
covitar ooad promaie Devils Lake,
[ SHirongly agres .
[ B
5 Rl oppartasn
T - E- = %
B. A community certer should provice a place whans youlh can hane access o | 00y dusges
- educational services (hubars, ez} ater sehool Fours (-
: 7. Thers should be a balanoe at the communiy candar batwaan schaduled school |
— achivilies and aciities for youth and famiies. t':‘I“:'
- B My housahold would uss & community center for activiies | - -

a7yl “Rovee” o “slrongly agree” pleese Tl us how yoor fousefoid woo'd
use tha commaty panfer,
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Fill in thve ovals that best describe your opinions regarding the LOCATION of Shronghy agroe
A COm mianity canler, _I_m; e
- | &
5'I-ll:l'l'ﬂ'|'lfﬂ-ﬁ:li_'i
9. A community cemer should be cantrally located within tha city of Dendls Liske . =
10. Acommunity certer shouid be atlached o another public faciily. [ =
108, I you "BOTEee” oF "SrOAY Sonea” pleass el 1S which fecily the samrnunily santer s
ahocid De alfechad bo
[ g
Fill in the avals that best describe your opinions regarding the MANAGEMENT r— -—HD—*'F" |
of & community center, O '--i [
[ Siongly deagres | [ |
11, Managamenl of & cammunity cenler shaukl ba with crs anlity, - -
Tig, I pou "egrea™ ar "siroogly’ agres” wih oo eodly, whichenddy? | :
12. Management of & commuinity center shaukl ba with muliple enitas CLEE AL —
128 & o Tagres” oF "Eran)e sgree  wilf mulipie sl winch snhilies shookd manags the
EOMVNLTATY SO fRhech &Y thal spplyl?
E City commissian -
- unity Cormmissian -
0 Park cistrct -
0 Pulglic schioal —
O Qthwar -
T Ewongly agies |
Fill in the ovals that best describe your opinions regarding the FUNDING _ Mo o .'"'i",' i
of & communi tar. - o ]
ty center. Disages | | |
" Eirongly disagee |
13 I grard furds ame nal avaiable o corstuct a community cenler, Ex dollars shauld be used. = - |- -
14, M ufilizatian fees do not cover the aperabional costs of a community oenber, tax dollars =
snnuld be used, == =
15 Iwould maks g donaton (o (he construchion of 8 community cerer. - - - -
16, | would make 8 donation o 8 foundalion which wauld be used Tor b day-lo-day aperations | -
of @ community center. === =
1%, ‘What is wour mariial shalus 7 21, Whel is wour anfual Fousahold mcoms befons laxes?
L Bingla ) a. Less I.I'nn&ﬁ. -
1 Married 0 b &3 001510000 -
- Elr!ﬁﬂl'l:ﬂd O oo £10,001-51 7,500 L
0 Widcrwed l;: d. 517.501-524. 000 -
18, What is your gender? SR A e e !
1 Male =g 40 000 -
1 Femala -
e 22, What s your saurca of inpomea?
19, What type af housing da you live in O a Wagss -
L a. Rant apariment 2 b, Busrass ncames -
0 b Ranl houssimobils home 2 o Sccial SecurityPensions -
L2 & Cram houss 0 d. \Welfare assis -
20, What i your racelelhnicity 7 = e Othar -
) Hispanic | Z%. Do you have chidren younger than 187 -
2 African Amenican = @ Mo -
S m:qm Indian - L0 b e Whal ane (he chidren's agas? :
o Asian, 24, Hivw marry yeand have you lesd in the Devile Lake -
0 Othear o area’ -
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