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   upcoming events  

 

 

NATIVE AMERICAN 4H CLUB 

MEETING                                                     

Monday, October 13 at 6 PM                                            

Fargo-Moorhead, Native American Center                             

109 9th Street S, Fargo.                                                                                            

Contact Jaclynn Davis Wallette for more info.                                

231-7314.                                                                                  

 

 COMMUNITY OF RESPECT  

 TRAINING  

  Wednesday, December 3, 8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 
  The Community of Respect seminar teaches participants              
  about cultural differences and encourages them to think    
  critically about the impact of their cultural values on their   
  relationships with others. Register at        
  www.ndsu.edu/diversity/community_of_respect. Training is 
  free for faculty, staff and students 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Click to view larger) 

CONQUERING IT ALL  

Cmdr. John B. Herrington 
 

Monday, November 17,  
7:00 p.m.   NDSU McGovern Alumni 

Center 

NDSU will be hosting the Nation’s  
1st ever enrolled Native American  
Astronaut as he speaks of the  
challenges he faced and what he  
did to ultimately live out his dreams 

 

A welcome reception for Michael Yellow Bird, NDSU’s director of Indigenous Tribal and Peoples 
Studies, is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 23, from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Grandmother Earth’s Gifts 
of Life Garden, located across from the Family Life Center’s west door. 

Yellow Bird is a professor of sociology. He earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of 
North Dakota, his master’s degree in social work from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and 
his doctorate in social welfare from the University of Wisconsin, Madison.   
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More diversity event details are online 

@ www.ndsu.edu/eventcalendar. 
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Contradictions and conflicts: understanding the lived experiences of 
Native American adult learners in a predominantly white American 
university 

Buckmiller, Tom. "Contradictions and conflicts: understanding the lived experiences of Native American 
adult learners in a predominantly white American university." Widening Participation and Lifelong Learn-
ing 12.3 (2010): 6-18. http://wpll-journal.metapress.com/content/n8152278052185l7/ 

By Tom Buckmiller 
 

Abstract 

“ there is culture shock coming 
..to the university...walking into 
a classroom full of a hundred 
non-Native students, it’s in-
timidating.  There are still some 
very closed minds here. Ignorance 
is a comfortable place to be”. 

“if the university hopes to recruit 
and retain native American adult 
learners...programs, support and 
services must connect with the 
student’s own aspirations and 
cultural predispositions sufficiently 
to achieve a comfort level that will 
make the experience worth 
enduring”. 

“Dealing with the contradictions of 

the university are detrimental to 

the student’s academic pursuits. It 

pulls people apart inside and 

so many people are like ‘I'm not 

going to do this [finish college].” 

Want More? 

Enjoy the full article here,  
and be sure to check out a new journal article feature in our next issue... 

The American university has not typically been a site conducive to the 
needs of Native American students. Among those who do find their 
way to the university, an alarming 85% will not finish. Further, Native 
American students, in comparison to all others, are still the most dis-
proportionately affected by poverty, low educational attainment and 
limited access to educational opportunities. 

The confluence of being a Native American and being an adult learner 
brings forth consequences that may not yet be fully understood. Being 
a Native American student in a mainstream educational institution is 
difficult. Further, being an adult learner, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
gender, etc., presents an altogether different set of challenges, as they 
are likely the most time-limited group of the four-year university popu-
lation.  

This study illuminates what it is like to be both a Native American stu-
dent and an adult learner at a university. This qualitative study exam-
ines the lived experiences of three Native American adult learners who 
attend a predominantly white university on the Northern Great Plains 
of the United States. The results focus on some of the conflicts and 
contradictions these students faced and how they managed to negoti-
ate those challenges. Before universities can appropriately address is-
sues of widening participation at university for Native American stu-
dents, sustained efforts must be made to understand these important 
issues, which may ultimately affect recruitment and retention of Native 
American learners.  

http://www.ndsu.edu/multicultural/programs_events_calendars_trainings/
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http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?sid=00023f8a-86b0-4fee-95ef-82dfbc810647%40sessionmgr4005&vid=5&hid=4112


 

To Join a Student Group This Year 

We Want You! 

The Native American Student Association is a group 
open to all students that are interested in Native Ameri-
can culture.  The mission of NASA is to provide the op-
portunity for students to meet and socialize with other 

students.  NASA is also involved in coordinating Indian 
Taco Sales, helping plan events during American Indian 
Heritage Month (in November) - and volunteering for the 

annual Woodlands and High Plains Powwow.  

The NDSU Chapter of the American Indian Science and Engi-
neering Society is an active membership group of the National 

AISES.  NDSU-AISES works at attending the Regional and    
National AISES Conferences every year.  

AISES is a growing organization of American Indian     
Science and Engineering Students at NDSU. We hope 

you will consider membership in AISES!  

We look forward to meeting you soon! 
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         students        
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NDSU geologist, Dr. Donald Schwert 

(center), was recognized for his 12  

years of service to NIH-sponsored  

North Dakota INBRE project  

Native American Health Research Conference  
Grand Forks, November 2013.  

2 quick tips for a great         

semester 

1. Join a student Group  

 Having a support group is often cited 

as a #1 Reason for student persistence in 

college. They also offer other benefits such 

as free food, exercise, networking, resume 

building and friendships. Be brave and take 

the plunge 

2. Go to Class 

 Showing up to an exam after not going 

to class is like getting dropped off in a for-

eign country with nothing but the clothes on 

your back. Grades suffer. Plus, a strange  

phenomena will happen to you when you’re 

submitting your resume for your first FT 

Job or Grad School: GPA is all of a sudden 

important ~ Tips from a Bison Alum 

 

In our every 
deliberation, 

we must      
consider the 

impact of our 
decisions on 

the next seven 
generations. 

- Iroquois Maxim            
(circa 1700-1800) 

http://www.ndsu.edu/multicultural/programs_events_calendars_trainings/
http://www.ndsu.edu/diversity/tribal_college_partnerships/
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iroquois


 

 information     

Rolette      Ramsey      Benson          

Sioux         Burleigh 

ND COUNTY LINKS 
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Tribal Colleges 
NDSU is committed to furthering our  

partnerships with Tribal Colleges. 
Please feel free to check out some of 

the colleges we are currently part-
nered with! 

Cankdeska Cikana Community College 
Fort Berthold Community College 

Sitting Bull College 
Turtle Mountain Community College 

United Tribes Technical College 

NDSU Extension Service 
The Tribal College Partnership  
Coordinator works with these county  
extension offices: 

Benson County Extension Service 

Burleigh County Extension Service 
Cass County Extension Service 
Ft Berthold County Extension Service 
Ramsey County Extension Service 
Rolette County Extension Service 
Sioux County Extension Service 

NDSU Extension Service  
Intern Program  
Summer 2015 
For a Native American Student  

Position Information 
Working under the supervision of an Extension agent, the Extension intern will have the following responsibilities: 

•Assist Extension service staff in delivering various aspects of the overall Extension program. This  may include work in 
agriculture and natural resources, family and consumer science, youth development/education, and community and eco-
nomic development. 
•Participate in 4-H programs, events and camping activities. 
• Perform other duties assigned in support of Extension programming. 

This position requires travel connected with official duties, including attendance at night and weekend meetings, participation in 
out-of-county events, access to a personal vehicle, and ability to obtain/maintain a valid driver’s license. In addition, the intern is 
responsible for securing housing; however, the host office may assist the intern in locating housing in the community. 

 

How to Apply -                                    
Send letter of application, resume, and unofficial copies of college transcripts to: 
   Northeast District Director’s Office, 151 So. 4th St. S-302, Grand Forks, ND 58201 
A one-page letter of application should include a brief statement about such items as teaching or related experience; experience in 
planning programs; experience with diverse audiences/customers; leadership and volunteer roles in community groups; and why 
you have an interest in this position. 
 

Your resume should include the following information: 
1. Name, home/college address, telephone number, and email address. 
2. Copy of a college transcript which includes dates attended, degrees earned or anticipated graduation date, major 
for each degree. 
3. Work experience: List beginning with the present employer, including the dates of employment, names, addresses and tele-
phone numbers of employers, and a brief description of work. 
4. College related organizations or activities. 
5. List three names of people familiar with your work including college instructors or employers. Include their mailing addresses 
and phone numbers.  
6.A list of the top four North Dakota counties that you are willing to be located in for the internship. 
7.Indicate your desire regarding working an 8, 10, or 12 week employment.  
Contact: Lynette Flage 701-780—8229 or Jaclynn Davis Wallette 1-701-231-7314 for more information. 
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