
 
   Dept. 2351, P.O. Box 6050, Fargo, ND 58108-6050 

 
 

November 4, 2011 
 
 
The Honorable William Craig Fugate 
Administrator 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
500 C Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20472 
 

Dear Administrator Fugate, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the emergency management higher education community as a 
follow-up on a letter I wrote you a year ago (October 25, 2010).  The original letter addressed the 
emergency management higher education community’s vested interest in FEMA’s Higher 
Education Program continuing at the same level of excellence that it enjoyed under the direction 
of Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard. The letter included a list of credentials and characteristics that the 
emergency management higher education community deemed important for the next person 
holding the position to possess.  You graciously responded to that letter with assurances to the 
emergency management higher education community that its input was valued and that the 
FEMA Higher Education Program was likewise valued. 
 
At the FEMA Higher Education Conference in June 2011, one of the Consortium’s Board 
Members asked Tim Manning during a question and answer session why the position of Higher 
Education Program Director still had not been advertised.   At the time the question was asked, 
Mr. Manning was unable to fully respond to the query; however, a few days later at IAEM’s 
Governmental Affairs Committee meeting Mr. Manning asserted that the Higher Education 
Program Director position would be advertised the following week.   
 
To date, the position has not been advertised and the higher education community is growing 
increasingly concerned.  The FEMA Higher Education Program plays a powerful role in the 
advancement of emergency management higher education directives and is a critical piece in the 



overall strength of the higher education community.  The program needs a strong leader who 
possesses the credentials and characteristics necessary to propel higher education efforts forward. 
 
The higher education community plays an integral role in the emergency management 
community’s goals.  Higher education efforts complement FEMA’s training coursework at EMI; 
fuel the emerging discipline; and, facilitate professionalization efforts.  The importance of 
maintaining a strong higher education community cannot be underestimated.   
 
The Emergency Management Higher Education Consortium respectfully asks that the position of 
Higher Education Program Director be advertised forthwith as evidence of FEMA’s commitment 
to not only the program itself, but also its commitment to the higher education community 
specifically and the larger emergency management community as a whole. Once the position is 
advertised we will be happy to distribute it within the higher education network to help build a 
qualified pool of candidates. Should any additional information, assistance or support be needed 
from our community please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  /s/ 
 
Carol Cwiak, J.D., Ph.D.  
Executive Director, EMHEC 

 

Cc: Timothy Manning; Richard Serino 


