North Dakota State University

Department of Emergency Management

Frequently Asked Questions

Graduate Programs

GENERAL QUESTIONS

Who can I contact for more information if my question is not answered here?

You can feel free to contact the Department’s Graduate Coordinator, Jessica Jensen, at ja.jensen@ndsu.edu with any questions you might have. 

ADMISSION PROCESS
When may students enter the program?

Graduate students are accepted for admission, once a year, for fall semester only. 

When are applications due?

Completed application packages are due by February 15th.

Do I have to take the GRE?

All applicants who have not completed a master's degree in the United States must submit GRE scores. If an applicant has completed a master's degree in the United States, then GRE scores are not required but still strongly recommended. It is helpful to have as much data about an applicant and their aptitude for graduate work in our program. In no case are specific GRE discipline tests required. 
Do I have to write a Letter of Intent?

All applicants must submit a Letter of Intent as part of the NDSU Graduate School application process.

SELECTION CRITERIA

How selective is the Department of Emergency Management admission process?

Admission is competitive reflecting the Department’s commitment to small, high quality, student cohorts. 

Is there a minimum GRE score required for admission?

No minimum cutoff score has been established. Applications are evaluated holistically using all requested indicators of a student’s aptitude for successful graduate study.

What undergraduate majors and/or master’s degrees are acceptable?

We welcome individuals with degrees from any discipline to apply to the graduate degree programs in Emergency Management.  Majors besides emergency management that are likely to enhance student success in the program include the following: Political Science, Public Administration, Communications, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, Civil Engineering, Natural Resource Management, Environmental Management, Public Safety, and Facilities Management.
FUNDING

Is funding available (i.e., tuition stipend)?

Competitive research and teaching graduate assistantships are a potential source of funding.  Assistantship awards typically provide funding for 10 to 20 hours of work per week.  Assistantships also typically include a tuition stipend.  Awards are based both on student merit and on availability of funds—not all graduate will receive assistantships. Other sources of campus-based funding can be located on the Graduate School’s website.

THE MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAM  

Do I have to write a thesis for a master’s degree?

All students in the master’s degree program in Emergency Management must complete either a master’s thesis or comprehensive study paper.

THE DOCTORATE DEGREE PROGRAM

Can I apply directly to the doctoral program without having completed a master’s degree?

Prospective students who have not completed a master’s degree cannot apply directly to the doctoral program in Emergency Management.  Students whose ultimate goal is the doctorate must first apply to and complete the master’s degree program. 

If I have completed a master’s degree elsewhere, can my master’s degree credits apply to the doctoral degree?  

According to NDSU Graduate School policy, between 0 and 30 credits from a student’s master’s degree program can be applied to the credits required for a doctoral degree. The determination of how many credits will be applied to a student’s doctoral degree program will be based on the extent to which the courses a student took in his or her master’s degree work demonstrates goodness-of-fit with the curriculum requirements for a doctoral degree in emergency management. The actual number of credits that apply to a student’s doctoral degree program will be determined by the student’s graduate advisor at NDSU.
ONLINE GRADUATE COURSES

Does the Department of Emergency Management offer online courses?

A limited number of courses are offered online from time-to-time.  These courses are generally elective and typically offered during the summer.  Some courses applicable to the degree, but offered through other departments, also may be available online.  
Can the master’s or doctorate degree be completed entirely online?

No.  The large majority of graduate courses in emergency management are face-to-face, classroom courses.  Once course work is completed, work on a thesis or dissertation can be completed off-campus although it is generally advantageous to students to complete these efforts on campus.
