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KELLY J. SASSI

348 9th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 318-2452 kelly_sassi@yahoo.com
EDUCATION

Ph.D. English and Education, University of Michigan



August 2008

Dissertation: Rhetorics of Friendship, Authority, Space, and Race: A Qualitative Study of the Teaching of Native American Literatures



Chair: Professor Anne Ruggles Gere

Committee: 
Professor Lesley Rex, School of Education





Professor Pamela Moss, School of Education





Professor Phillip Deloria, American Culture

Teaching Certification, English Language Arts, University of Alaska-Fairbanks
1997

M.A. English Literature, University of Alaska-Fairbanks




1996

B.A. English Literature, University of Alaska-Fairbanks




1989


EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor of English and Education. North Dakota State University
2008-present
• Courses Taught:

EDUC 481 Methods of Teaching Literature

EDUC 482 Methods of Teaching Writing

ENGL 458 Advanced Writing Workshop

ENGL 320 Professional and Technical Writing

ENGL 262 American Literature 2

ENGL 759 History of Writing Instruction

ENGL 756 Composition Research
Co-director. Red River Valley Writing Project. 




2010-present



Director of Writing Intensive Institute for Standing Rock Schools 2012



Director of the Summer Institute July 2012

Facilitated STEM-focused Open Institute Aug. 1-4, 2011



Organize continuity activities, writing groups, book studies. 



Presented about the Writing Project in schools. 

Graduate Student Instructor. University of Michigan


2003 to 2008


•  Courses taught:

Directed Teaching in the Secondary School (ED302)

Seminar: Problems and Principles of Secondary Education (ED304)

Practicum in Teaching Methods (ED 307)

Teaching of English (Methods) (ED 440)

College Writing (ENGL125)

Writing and Literature (ENGL124)

Professional Writing (ENGL 229)

Graduate Student Mentor. University of Michigan. Supported 70 graduate student instructors in teaching first and second year writing courses for English in fall 2006.

Faculty Consultant. Educational Testing Service 



2002-2008

( Scored AP English literature essay exams as both reader and table leader. 


English Teacher. West Valley High School. Fairbanks, Alaska

1997-2003

• Taught AP English Language, British Literature, American Literature, Creative 

Writing, Composition, Advanced Composition

• Advisor for Literary Magazine and Amnesty International. 

• Edited a compilation of standards-based lessons for West Valley High School. 2001.

• Co-wrote school accreditation manual for Fairbanks North Star Borough School District. 1999. 

• Certified by Project CRISS (Creating Independence through Student-Owned 

Strategies).


Student Teacher Exchange. Hokkaido, Japan




1997

• Participated in a semester-long Japanese course culminating in a one-month visit to 

Sapporo and Akaigawa. Met with educators from the University of Sapporo, taught 

lessons at the elementary and middle school level, and toured Japanese schools.

Instructor. Center for Distance Education. University of Alaska

1999-2003

• Taught 11 semesters of Developmental English, Beginning Exposition, and 

Intermediate Exposition.

Responder. Writing Center. Eastern Washington University

1995-96

• Responded to Student Writing in one-on-one 50-minute sessions, collaborated on 

the development of a heuristic for analyzing videotapes of tutoring sessions, ESL

Teaching Assistant/Writing Tutor.  University of Alaska-Fairbanks
1992-94, 96

• Developed and taught Beginning Exposition and Introduction to Literature 

• Tutored college students, worked as a telefax tutor for students in remote areas of 

Alaska, and trained Alaska Native peer tutors in Bethel, Alaska.

PUBLICATIONS

“Authority in Cross-Racial Teaching and Learning (Re)Considering the Transferability of Warm Demander Approaches.” 2nd author, with Amy Carpenter Ford. Urban Education. In press.

“Reading the White Space in a Multicultural Field Experience.” 1st author, with Denise Lajimodiere, Katherine Bertolini, and Gerald Ketterling. Multicultural Education. Volume 19, Number 4, Summer 2013.
“A Review of the Literature on Pedagogical Approaches to Native American/American Indian Literatures.” Selected Papers of the ISSA conference. Cambridge Scholars Publishing. In press. 

“Feminist-Indigenous Rhetorics of Survivance and Discursive Spaces in S. Alice Callahan’s Wynema: A Child of the Forest.” Book chapter in Feminist Challenges, Feminist Rhetorics: Locations, Scholarship, and Discourse. Cambridge University Press. Expected 2013.
“Assessing writing in the tribal college: A story of collaboration among college instructors, middle and secondary teachers, and university researchers.” 1st author, with Mary Kateri Laughlin, Renee Froelich, Carla Gerriets, Lorie Hach, Chad Harrison, and Karen Comeau. Tribal College Journal. 24.3 (Winter 2013).
“If you weren’t researching me and a friend . . .”: The mobius of friendship and mentorship as methodological approaches to qualitative research." 1st author, with Ebony Thomas. Qualitative Inquiry. 18.10 (December 2012) 830-842. http://qix.sagepub.com/content/early/2012/09/11/1077800412456958.abstract?rss=1
“Are We Aligned Yet? Opportunities and Misgivings in Working with the Common Core Writing Standards.” English Leadership Quarterly. October 2011. 

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/ELQ/ELQ0342oct2011.pdf
“An Ethical Dilemma: Talking about Plagiarism and Academic Integrity in the Digital Age” 2nd author, with Ebony Thomas for English Journal. 100.6 (July 2011) 47-53. http://digitalcommons.wayne.edu/coe_ted/5/
“Life on the Limen: Writing Teachers Negotiate Personal Identities and Professional Development.” with Katie Gunter, Rebecca Mellem, and Craig Rood.  Metamorphosis. Andrea Davis and Sue Webb, Eds. Southlake, Texas: Fountainhead. In Press.

 “Walking the Talk: Privilege and Race in a 9th Grade Classroom During a Native American Unit” 1st author, with Ebony Thomas for English Journal. 97.6 (July 2008) 25-31. http://digitalcommons.wayne.edu/coe_ted/1/
ELA/MME (English Language Arts/Michigan Merit Exam) Units of Study with Laura Schiller, Kara Shuell, and Andrea Zellner. Oakland Schools. January 2007.

http://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/Departments/LearningServices/EnglishLanguageArtsLiteracy/ELAMMEPreparation/tabid/1584/Default.aspx
A Student Guide to Writing on Demand: Strategies for High-Scoring Essays. 3rd author, with Anne Gere and Leila Christenbury. Heinemann, February 2006. 

Writing on Demand: Best Practices and Strategies for Success. 3rd author, with Anne Gere and Leila Christenbury. Heinemann, February 2005.

GRANTS/CONTRACTS

“Reading Literature, Viewing Art: Moby-Dick, Ahab’s Wife, and the paintings of T.L. Solien.” Granted by North Dakota Humanities Council. $6,400. 100% effort. 

National Writing Project Seed Grant for Professional Development in a High Needs School. With Ron Fischer, director of the Northern Plains Writing Project at Minot State. $20,000. July 2013. 90% effort.

National Writing Project Seed Grant for Leadership Development. With Kim Donehower, director of the Red River Valley Writing Project. UND. $20,000. June 2012. 90% effort. 

Transformative inquiry: A relational approach to untangling the complexities of teaching. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. With Michele Tanaka, PI. University of Victoria. $219,114.  May 2011. 5% effort. 
Preparing Excellent Teacher Leaders: A Bush Foundation Grant Proposal. With NDSU education department. $5 million dollars through 2018 was announced on Dec. 3, 2009. This grant is to improve the teacher education programs at NDSU, MSUM, and VCSU. 5% effort.
Internal Grants: Instructional Development Grant for the Cultural Immersion Field Experience. 100% effort. 2009.

CARAT Learning Sciences GSI Fellowship Grant. University of Michigan. 2008.
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS


National Council of Teachers of English



1989-present


Modern Language Association




1996-present


National Women’s Studies Association



2006-present


National Association of Multicultural Education


2006-present

National Writing Project





2006-present


Assembly on Literature for Adolescents



2010-present

SERVICE
NATIONAL

NCTE Policy Advocate






2009-present

ALAN State representative






2010-present

NCATE Program Reviewer






2010-present

Reviewed proposals for National Association of Multicultural 

Education annual conference 





2012
Reviewer for Conference on College Composition and Communication 
2011



Reviewer for American Educational Research Association conference

2010


Reviewed manuscripts for English Education.  




2009

STATE

University-wide

Native American Advisory Committee




2009-2010


      Tapestry of Diverse Talents Award Committee

2010

      Multicultural Center Hiring Committee

2010

NDSU Human Development and Education College committee: 

Work-life Balance Taskforce





2008-2009
NDSU Departmental Committees (English):


English Education







2010-present
Dakota Initiative







2008-2010

Governor’s School







2008-2010

Social Outreach and Recognition Committee (SOAR)


2009-2010
NDSU Departmental Committees (Education):


Bush Foundation Grant Place/Support Committee


2009-2010

      Bush Grant Coordinator Hiring Committee, 2010

University of Michigan

Provost’s Committee on Student Parent Issues (COSPI)


2003-04 


Graduate Student Community Organization (GSCO)


2005-06
COMMUNITY


Participated in a Quality Assurance Review of Fargo Public Schools January 24, 

2011.


Organized and led elementary school cross-country ski program. January-February 


2011, 2012.

Taught Sunday cross-country ski lessons for Fargo Parks. January 2011.

Elected to the board of the Prairie’s Edge Nordic Ski Club, March 2010-2011.

CONFERENCES 

Conference Presentations
“Race Still Matters”: Studying Race in Classroom Interaction Using Critical Discourse Analysis - “from the Bottom Up.” With Amy Carpenter Ford and Ebony Elizabeth Thomas. American Education Research Association. San Francisco. April 27-May 1, 2013.

“Collaborating to Strengthen the Common Core Standards in Writing: Standing Rock Reservation Secondary and College Instructors Assess Writing Together.” with Renee Froelich, Carla Gerriets, Chad Harrison, Lorie Hach. NCTE. Las Vegas, Nevada. November 18-20, 2012.

“Raising Student Reading Levels with Project CRISS.” Forward Thinking CRISS Trainers Conference. Kalispell, Montana. July 14, 2012. 

“A Review of the Literature in Education on Pedagogical Approaches to Native American/American Indian Literatures.” International Conference of Applied Social Sciences (ISSA). Timisoara, Romania. June 18-19, 2012.

“The Common Core Standards and the Dilemma of Writing District-wide Curriculum” with Alissa Helm and Molly Bestge. National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE). Chicago. November 17-22, 2011.

 “Sustaining Culturally Responsive Discourse and Cross-Cultural Collaborations in Teacher Education.” National Association of Multicultural Education (NAME). Chicago. November 2-5, 2011.
“She wrote it, BUT . . . it's ‘assimilationist dogma’: Indigenous feminist spatial
rhetoric in the first novel by a Native American woman.” As part of a panel titled “Four Women Who Wrote for the Sake of Social Change” with Amy Rupiper Taggart, Rebecca Hayes Mellem, and Kelly Cameron. Feminisms and Rhetorics Conference. Mankato, October 12-15, 2011. 
“Balancing Best Practices with Writing on Demand.” North Dakota Council for Teachers of English. Mandan. August 2, 2011.
“Indigenous Languages in the English Department? How the Dakota Initiative Functions as a Boundary Object in English Studies.” With Dale Sullivan, Clifford Canku, and Kim Sjurseth. Conference on College Composition and Communication. Atlanta. March 2011.

“Creative Field Experiences for English Education Majors Learning to Differentiation Instruction.” Conference on English Leadership, National Council for Teachers of English. Orlando. November 22, 2010. 

“Guideposts and Roadblocks: Charting the Path to Transformation in Cultural Immersion Field Experience.” With Katherine Bertolini and Denise Lajimodiere. American Education Research Association (AERA) annual conference. Denver, May 1-4, 2010.
“Remix in the Writing Center: Blending Secondary and College Assumptions

about Tutoring Writing,” SIG presenter. Conference on College Composition and Communication. Louisville, March 17-20, 2010.
"The Role of the Cultural Immersion Field Experience in Training Future Teacher Leaders." Conference on English Leadership. Philadelphia, November 16-21, 2009.

“Re-committing to Transformative Cultural Immersion Field Experiences for Future Teachers.” With Kim Overton, Katherine Bertolini, and Denise Lajimodiere. National Association of Multicultural Education Annual Conference. Denver, October 28-November 1, 2009.

 “Putting Our A**es on the Limen: Writing Teachers Transform the Spaces of the Profession.” Feminist Rhetorics Conference. Michigan State University: Lansing, October 2009.

“Fear of Making Waves in Cross-cultural Collaborative Groups.” Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC). San Francisco, March 2009.

 “Re-reading to Improve Writing.” National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE). San Antonio, November 2008.

“Affordances of Native American/American Indian Literatures in Anti-Bias Curriculum.” Classroom to Community: Collaborating for Human Rights (NDHRC). NDSU, Fargo, October 2008.

“Prompting Teacher Education Change: Transformation through Listening Deeply to Indigenous Ways of Knowing.” American Educational Research Association (AERA). New York, 2008.

“Inscribing Stone Tablets: Literacy Challenges for Students Facing Timed Writing Tests.”

National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE). New York, 2007.

“Reframing Native American Literatures: Transcending Canon and Convention in the 

Literature Classroom.” National Association of Multicultural Education. 2007.

“Cultural Considerations in Pedagogical Approaches to Native American/American Indian Literatures.” American Educational Research Association (AERA) Chicago, 2007.

“Successful Student Writers.”  NCTE. Nashville, 2006.

“Exploring the Echoes of Allotment through Study of S. Alice Callahan’s Wynema in a 

Secondary Classroom.” NAME. Phoenix, 2006.

“‘I Would Be at the Back’: Positioning and Authority in a Secondary Classroom during a 

Native American Literature Unit.” National Women’s Studies Association Conference 

(NWSA). Oakland, 2006.

“What to Expect When Expected to Write.” NCTE. Pittsburgh, 2005.

“Writing on Demand: Helping Students Meet the Challenge.” Project CRISS Conference. Chicago, 2005.

“Breaching the Divide:  Fostering Development of Student Writers on the High School-

College Continuum.” NCTE. Indianapolis, 2004.

“Media literacy and Shakespeare in a 12th Grade classroom.” NCTE. Detroit, 1997.

“Teaching Undergraduate Composition: A Comparison of Two Programs.” Conference 

on College Composition and Communication (CCCC). Milwaukee, 1996.

“Deep Viewing.” CUNY Writing Center Conference. New York, 1996.

“WOW: Writers on Writing.” CCCC. Nashville, 1994.

Keynote Presentations

“Writing on Demand as Genre: Making the Bridge between Best Practices in Writing 

Instruction and Test Preparation.” Teachers conference. Flint, 2006.

 “Development of a Teacher Identity.” Kappa Delta Pi, University of Michigan, 2005.
Conferences Attended

UND funds Kelly Sassi, along with West Fargo teacher Alissa Helm, to attend the National Writing Project Spring meeting in Washington, DC. We attend conference presentations on the NWP and visit each senator and representative to lobby for continued support of the RRVWP in North Dakota. March 31-April 1, 2011.

UND funds Kelly Sassi to attend the NWP conference in Orlando. November 18-20, 2010

“Lakota, Dakota, Nakota Second Annual Language Summit.” Rapid City, SD, 2009.
CONSULTING WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS
2010-2012
Common Core Standards Curriculum. West Fargo School District. Monthly ½ day consulting sessions.

2011
“Building our Students’ Intellectual Capital for Writing on Demand” Standing Rock School District In-service presentation. August 19.
2010

Breakout session leader. “Writing Across the Content Areas.” Moorhead 
High School. August 30.
2009

 “Walking the Talk: An Interactive Seminar on the Privilege Walk.” Noyce 
Scholars Program. NDSU. October 2.
2009

 “Meeting the Challenges of Writing on Demand (without selling your soul).” 
Red River Writing Project Summer Institute. UND: Grand Forks, July.
2008

“Preparing the CV.” Professional Development Workshop. English Dept. 
NDSU, October.

2008

“SafeAssign and other Methods for Assessing the Productivity of Electronic 
Collaboration.” Safe or Sorry: Working Responsibly with Safe Assign. Cosgrove 
Seminar. NDSU, Fargo, October.
2008

“Preparing for the Timed Writing Portion of the GRE.” Professional 
Development Workshop. English Dept. NDSU, October.
2008
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing Instruction for Detroit Public Schools, April 1.


2008
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing Instruction for Detroit Public Schools, January 18.

2007 
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing Instruction for Detroit Public Schools, November 6.

2007

Consultant/Presenter on analysis of 2007 English/language arts test data, 

Oakland Schools, October 17.

2007

Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Thinking Backward, prompt analysis, 

sentence imitation, and unit and curriculum planning for Hudsonville Public Schools, August 27.

2007
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand for Detroit Public Schools, August 20-24.

2007

Co-presenter with Kara Shuell on Michigan Merit Exam Units of Study for 

Eastern Michigan University’s Writing Project Conference, June 25.

2007
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand, Detroit Public Schools. Detroit, Michigan, April 19.

2007
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand, Highland Park Career Center. Detroit, Michigan, February 15.

2007
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand, Highland Park Career Center. Detroit, Michigan, February 5.

2007
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand. Detroit Public Schools, February 1. 

2007
Consultant/Presenter on Michigan Merit exam writing, Lakeland High School, Michigan, January 12. 

2007
Consultant/Presenter on persuasive writing for South Lyon High School, Michigan, January 10. 

2007
Co-presenter with Laura Schiller, Kara Shuell, Andrea Zellner, Julie Martinez and Gail Setter on ELA/MME Unit of Study. Oakland Schools, Michigan, January 8.

2007
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand for Detroit Public Schools, January 2.

2006
Consultant/Presenter on Six Traits Writing for Willow Run High School, Ypsilanti, Michigan. December 16.

2006 
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand workshops for Wayne-RESA, December 9.

2006 
Consultant/Presenter on Writing on Demand workshop for Lakeland High School, Michigan, December 8. 

2006
Consultant/Presenter on Writing Across the Curriculum for Andover High School. Birmingham, Michigan, November 29. 

2006 
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand workshops for Wayne-RESA, November 9.

2006 
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand workshops for Wayne-RESA, October 12.
2006
Consultant/Presenter on Writing on Demand. Red River Valley Writing Project. Grand Forks, North Dakota, July 20.

2006
Consultant/Presenter on Writing on Demand for Pioneer High School, Ann Arbor, Michigan, April 5

2006
Consultant/Presenter on Writing on Demand: Best Practices and Strategies for Success, CITE conference, Normal, Illinois, March 20.

2006
Co-presenter with Anne Gere on Writing on Demand for Community High School, District 117, Chicago, February 10. 

2005
Co-presenter with Anne Gere National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Regional Workshops. North Harris College. Houston, Texas, October 7-8.

2005
Co-presenter with Anne Gere National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Regional Workshops. Ann Arbor, Michigan, August 11-12.
2005

Co-presenter with Leila Christenbury on Writing on Demand for North 



Hollywood High School Language Arts Retreat. Oxnard, California. 

AWARDS

Honorable Mention for best article of the year from NCTE’s English 

2012

Leadership Quarterly for “Are We Aligned Yet? Opportunities and 
Misgivings in Working with the Common Core Writing Standards.” 
NDSU Faculty Award Multicultural Center




2011

NDSU President’s Impact Award, as part of the Dakota Initiative Spring 
2010

Faculty Member of the Year, Multicultural Student Services, NDSU 

2009

David and Linda Moscow Prize for Excellence in Teaching College Composition 

2008


CARAT Learning Sciences GSI Fellowship Grant

 

2007

Rackham Research Grant 




 


2007


Rackham Dissertation Fellowship 


 



2007

Spencer Mini-Grant 





 


2006


Rackham Dissertation Fellowship 

 




2006


Numerous travel grants from Rackham, English Department, and School of 

Education, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 



   2003-2008

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

ELL workshop (1 day)


2012

Co-teaching workshop


2011

Completed National Writing Project Summer Institute (4 weeks)

2010

Differentiation Instruction Workshop (1 day)


2010

Young Adult Literature Workshop (1 day)


2010

Completed Anti-Racism Training. MSUM (1 week) 

 
2010

Completed Anti-Racism Training. NDSU (1/2 day)) 

  2009, 2010

Completed SafeZone training. NDSU  
          July 14, 2009

Publishing Workshop. NAME. Denver (1 day) 
          October 2009

NCATE Reviewer Training. Philadelphia (1 day)                              November 2009

LANGUAGES

• Proficient in Spanish, some knowledge of Italian and French, currently studying Dakota language with Dr. Clifford Canku at NDSU. 
REFERENCES

Professor Anne Ruggles Gere

Co-director, Joint Program of English and Education, University of Michigan

2018 School of Education Building

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

(734) 647-2529

argere@umich.edu
Professor Malea Powell

Director of Rhetoric and Composition

54 Olds Hall


Michigan State University


Lansing, Michigan


(517) 432-2583


powell37@msu.edu
Reference Letter Center

The Career Center

3200 Student Activities Building

515 E. Jefferson Street

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1316

(734) 764-7459 (phone)

