
Good Assignments Make Good Assessment





GOAL: EDUCATION, EXTENSION AND OUTREACH
Provide innovative, student-centered education and conduct 
transformative research that impacts the state through 
meaningful outreach. 

SUB-GOAL: Increase educational achievement and improvement through 
ongoing assessment of student learning outcomes across the University. 



HIGHER LEARNING COMMISSION

Criteria for Accreditation
4. Teaching and Learning: Evaluation and Improvement
The institution demonstrates responsibility for the quality of its educational 
programs, learning environments, and support services, and it evaluates their 
effectiveness for student learning through processes designed to promote 
continuous improvement.

4.B. The institution engages in ongoing assessment of student 
learning as part of its commitment to the educational outcomes of 
its students.
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Mission
Advance a culture of learning improvement

Implement an outcomes-based and equity-minded
approach to assessment
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Defining assessment
Process of revealing what students know or are able to do

Assessment matters!
• Yields information about student learning
• Use to improve future student learning
• Support program improvements
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Assumptions
1. Course learning outcomes (CLOs) exist for your 

course(s)
2. CLOs are aligned with program learning outcomes 

(PLOs)
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What counts as an assignment?

1. Nearly all student tasks

2. Formative and summative

• Formative: during learning

• Summative: after learning
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Why assignments?
1. More authentic than exams: emulate tasks commonly 

undertaken within a discipline

2. Provide evidence for achievement of LOs

3. Used in all learning environments
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Good assignments:
1. Elicit evidence of student learning
2. Align with learning outcomes at the course and 

program levels
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“We all have these things that we’re subconsciously 
looking for when we grade assignments…that we’re 
regularly disappointed with. And then you get to poking 
around in your assignments and realize that nowhere in 
there do you ever really ask them to demonstrate those 
things.”





Activity Breakdown: Purpose



Activity Breakdown: Skills and Knowledge



Activity Breakdown: Tasks

Winkelmes, Mary-Ann. “Transparency in Teaching: Faculty Share Data and Improve Students’ Learning.” Liberal Education 99,2 (Spring 2013).
Winkelmes, et al. “A Teaching Intervention that Increases Underserved College Students’ Success.” Peer Review (Winter/Spring 2016).



Bison Mall
Location Map

Proposed Mall
Location



Natural Resource Management: PLOs

1. Core Curriculum Map of Learning Outcomes 

 Learning Outcomes 
CLASS I. II. III. IV. 
NRM 150 I  I  
NRM 225 D D D D 
RNG 136  I D I 
RNG 213 D   D D 
ENT 210   D D 
SOIL 210 D D D I 
NRM 421 D D  D 
RNG/NRM 
452 

D  D  

NRM 462  M M M M 
 

I. Communication - both verbally and in writing
II. Problem solving
III. Content knowledge
IV. Human influence on value and management of natural resources



Capstone: Management Plan

Work with company/agency/landowners to identify 
questions/problems
Students write management plan throughout course:

• Bibliography of literature related to topic
• Outline of what they will cover and solutions to explore
• Reach out to professors, professionals, and others to problem solve
• Write 2 drafts, heavily edited at professional level, expected to make 

changes
• Final presentation to explain their work and obtain feedback
• Final management plan (often about 50 pages/group)
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Assessing assignments:
1. To what extent did students achieve an intended 

learning outcome?
2. What patterns (of success and difficulty) emerged 

from student work?
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Assessment measures

Checklist: list of required attributes or elements for an 
acceptable response

Rubric: description of performance levels for required 
attributes or elements
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Embedded or signature assignments:
1. Yield information about achievement of CLOs and 

PLOs
2. Inform continuous improvement efforts at course and 

program level
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Next steps:
1. Review your course assignments
2. Talk with an assessment colleague
3. Visit the NILOA Assignment Library



https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/ourwork/assignment-library/
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