
Fall 2023 Updates



President Cook’s priorities include maintaining 
our Carnegie R1 classification and helping 
nurture a thriving and mature R1 research 

culture on campus.



• Food, Energy and Water Security (FEWS)
• Cybersecurity, Computer Science and Software 

Engineering 
• Life Sciences
• Entrepreneurship and Innovation

NDSU Top 4 Research Priorities
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Legislative Session



Economic Diversification 
Research Funds

• The purpose of the grants is: 1) to stimulate economic activity across the 
state through innovation of new technology, concepts, and products; 2) to 
promote job creation and career and wage growth; 3) to enhance health 
care outcomes; 4) to address loss of revenue and jobs in communities with 
economies that depend primarily on the fossil fuel industry; and 5) to 
provide experiential learning opportunities for students. (Section 16.3)  
Projects that leverage funds from other sources will be of particular 
interest. Institutions are permitted to carry out research in collaboration with 
one or more NDUS institutions or the private sector.



Faculty Research Council

Expect to see internal funding 
opportunities and to hear FRC 
recommendations to Dr. Cook.



AY23-24 Priorities for  RCA
• Research Leadership
• Industry Partnerships
• Equity and Inclusion
• Innovation



Build a Community around Research



BisonSpark Talks
• Campus discussions 

emerging from the 
BisonSpark Talks will 
contribute to the 
iterative generation of 
research questions 
throughout the year.

• Nomination package 
due 9/5 at 5 pm 

• Talks 3 pm – 4:30 pm:
• October 16, 2023
• October 23, 2023
• October 30, 2023



Next Steps 
• Scoping workshop:
• November 6, 2023
• All-of campus research 

ideation around the 4 
priority areas

• Jumpstart:
• March 4-8, 2024
• (Tentative) application-

only proposal 
development for larger 
team internal funding



FARMS 
in the 
Sweet 

Sixteen
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