ABSTRACT


The abstract is a brief synopsis of the content of your disquisition, including your research questions or argument, and your conclusions. It should be written with brevity and clarity in mind. Your abstract could be read by people who are inside or outside of your discipline, therefore, you should write the abstract with a general audience in mind. The abstract should summarize the main points of your disquisition, including the purpose of your research, the primary arguments made, the methods you used in conducting your research, and the results or conclusions that were reached. 
Each abstract must include a heading written in ALL CAPS and centered on the page, as shown above. Font size and type of the abstract must match the rest of the disquisition. The body of the abstract is double-spaced. New paragraphs begin with an indented line. Margins must be at least 1” on each side of the page. Page number margins must be at least .75” from the bottom of the page. Abstracts appear after the Disquisition Approval page and begin on page iii of the disquisition.


Abstracts for dissertations may not exceed 350 words. Abstracts for theses and papers may not exceed 150 words. Abstracts exceeding these limits will be truncated in print indexes published by UMI/ProQuest. Do not include tables, figures, or other non-text material. Any non-text material will be removed for publication in print indexes that are produced by UMI/ProQuest.



Abstracts may continue beyond one page as long as the word count remains within the limit mentioned above. When an abstract is longer than one page, do not include a heading on the second page and make sure that the page numbering is consecutive. Because the abstract always begins on page iii of the disquisition, the second page of the abstract is page iv.
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