LANG 690 (2CR) – ORAL SKILLS FOR PRESENTATIONS:  Designed to help non-native speakers of English speak more effectively and confidently in professional contexts such as research presentations at conferences, competitions, poster sessions, job/internship interviews, or a dissertation defense.  Students presenting research during the Three Minute Thesis Competition are encouraged to take this course this semester!

Course includes study and practice to develop public speaking ability, effectiveness, and comprehensibility, as well as training in the application of English conventions in oral communication to improve intelligibility and speaking quality.

COURSE GOALS
· Phonemic Awareness and Ability. Students will learn proper articulation for the most troublesome English sounds, become familiar with helpful resources, and improve ability to self-monitor trouble-spots.  
· Spoken English Conventions. Students will learn common speech pronunciation patterns of native speakers as well as how to modify those patterns for desired speaking effect or meaning.
· Public Speaking.  Students will develop their ability to organize and deliver presentations for academic and professional audiences. 
· Graduate students-- Students should expect to analyze qualities of effective speakers, both in general and specific to their fields, record and analyze their own speech, and receive and complete peer reviews with their classmates.
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