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SECTION 336 

EXAMINATIONS AND GRADING 

SOURCE: NDSU Faculty Senate Policy 

The giving of examinations, their type, and number is up to the individual instructor, in so far as it is 

consistent with Dead Week Policy (see below). However, results of some examinations or other methods of 

evaluation are to be provided to students before the last day to drop courses (coincides with last day to 

withdraw to zero credits) within a given term. This deadline is published on an annual basis and typically 

occurs in week 12 of the semester, which includes final examination week, for standard full-term courses. 

Deadlines for variable length courses are prorated based on the length of the class.  

Examinations and grade lists are not to be posted by name, social security number or University-generated 

student identification number, and examination and term papers must have the grade denoted inside 

when they are made available for students to pick up, in order to maximize privacy of grades. (University 

Senate Policy, approved Feb. 21, 1972) 

 

Mid-Term Grades 

As an early intervention effort to improve retention and academic progress of students, mid-term grade 

rosters are generated prior to the 8th week of fall and spring semesters for all standard full-semester 

classes. Instructors are encouraged to enter deficient mid-term grades of D and F in undergraduate 

courses. Notifications are sent to students with reported deficient mid-term grades and to academic 

departments/advisers. 

 

For all other courses, mid-term progress reports shall be made available to students upon request.  

 

Mid-term grades are not considered official grades and do not appear on student academic transcripts.  

Adviser holds may be placed on students who have one or more reported deficient mid-term grades. 

Final Examinations: 

The schedule for final examinations is determined and published by the Office of Registration and 

Records. Final examinations in one-credit courses are usually given during the last regular class period. 

Final examinations for summer classes and distance-delivered classes are arranged by the instructors. 

Classes scheduled outside the standard scheduling patterns do not have published final examination 

periods. Instructors are to make arrangements to administer examinations at times that are least 

disruptive to students’ existing schedule of final exams. Final examinations for all other courses may not 

be rescheduled during the final examination period, or given prior to the start of final examination period. 

According to the State Board of Higher Education policy, the examination period is instructional time and, if 

a final examination is not given, some instructional use of this period is expected.  

No student shall be obligated to take more than three final examinations scheduled for the same calendar 

day. In the event that a student has four or more final examinations on the same calendar day, the student 

shall notify the instructor(s) from the highest numbered course(s) no later than two weeks before the last 

day of class to schedule a make-up examination to be administered at a mutually acceptable time.  



Dead Week Policy (adopted by Faculty Senate on February 14, 2005):  

Only one exam or quiz per course may be given during the last two weeks of the semester (prorated 

accordingly for variable length courses), which includes finals week. Exceptions include summer classes, 

self-paced/correspondence courses, make-up exams, courses in which laboratory is incorporated with a 

lecture, one-credit courses, and quizzes that account for less than 5% of the students' overall grade. If a 

professor chooses to give an exam during the last week of classes, he/she is expected to make some 

instructional use of the final examination time.  

Upon request all instructors shall inform students directly of their approximate mid-term grades before the 

end of the eighth week of the semester. (University Senate Policy, approved Dec. 21, 1970)  

Examinations and grade lists are not to be posted by name, social security number or student University 

generated identification number, and examination and term papers must have the grade denoted inside 

when they are made available for students to pick up, in order to maximize privacy of grades. (University 

Senate Policy, approved Feb. 21, 1972)  

Final Grades  

Grades for all undergraduate, graduate and professional students in all courses must be entered by the 

grade loading deadline in order for important end-of-term academic and financial processes to run, and for 

timely academic standing notifications to be sent to students. Final grades are reported in the student 

information system by faculty and typically are due by the end of the second business day following the 

conclusion of finals week. Instructions and deadlines are provided each term by the Office of Registration 

and Records.  

Incomplete Grades  

Under extraordinary circumstances and at the discretion of the instructor, a student may be assigned a 

grade of Incomplete (I). The following policies apply to Incomplete grades:  

1. The grade of Incomplete is assigned to indicate that satisfactory work has been completed 

up to within five weeks of the semester end, and that circumstances beyond the student's 

control prevented completion of the work. The time period is proportional for variable length 

courses and summer session.  

2. The grade of Incomplete is not to be given in any instance where the student has a 

deficiency of more than five weeks of work including final exam week. The time period is 

proportional for variable length courses and summer session. 

3. Grades of Incomplete are initiated by student request. The student must contact the 

instructor, request an Incomplete grade, and, upon instructor approval, make arrangements 

to complete the work.  

4. The grade of Incomplete (I) is an administrative grade that may only be entered by the Office 

of Registration and Records, except in courses designated as practicum, internship, 

individual study, field experience, or study abroad.  

5. An Incomplete Grade Reporting Form detailing the work to be completed, expected 

completion date, and grading standard is to be signed and dated by both the instructor and 

the student. The form is to be submitted to the Office of Registration and Records by the 

grade submission deadline in which the course was taken. It is advisable that the instructor, 

student and advisor retain copies of this form for their records as well.  



6. Grades of Incomplete, including those for most course types identified in #4, must be 

removed no later than the end of the seventh week of the next full semester (fall or spring). 

The time period is proportional for variable length courses and summer session.  

7. Grades of Incomplete are removed when the student has completed all course requirements 

and the instructor of the course files a Grade Reporting Form with the Office of Registration 

and Records.  

8. All grades of Incomplete that are not removed within the specified time are automatically 

changed to F grades by the Office of Registration and Records. 

9. Instructors may specify completion deadlines for remaining work on the Incomplete Grade 

Reporting Form earlier than the standard deadlines.  

10. Requests for extensions beyond the seventh week of the next full semester require approval 

by both the instructor and the chair of the department offering the course. The extended 

deadline must be indicated on the Incomplete Grade Reporting Form and may not exceed 

two Incomplete conversion/deadline cycles. If a grade is not submitted by the specified 

deadline, the Incomplete grade will convert to a grade of F.  

11. Grades of Incomplete, which convert to grades of F, earned in the last semester of 

attendance by a student who leaves the University for two or more years may be changed to 

Withdrawn (W) upon re-enrollment. Requests for this privilege must be filed with the Office 

of Registration and Records during the first term of re-entry. 

12.  An Incomplete grade may be converted to a letter grade (or P/F, S/U) according to the 

above guidelines, but may not be expunged from the record. 

13. Students may not register in courses in which they currently hold grades of Incomplete, 

except for courses that are repeatable for credit. 

14. Students are not allowed to graduate with unconverted Incomplete grades on their 

academic records. Upon graduation, unconverted Incomplete grades will convert to grades 

of F. If a course in which an Incomplete grade was assigned is required for graduation, the 

instructor may extend the deadline according to the above procedures and timelines, and 

graduation will be postponed.  

15. Students who receive grades of Incomplete or converted grades of F may appeal disputed 

grades in accordance with NDSU Policy, Section 337: Grade Appeals Board.  
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