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CURRICULUM VITA

SARAH BOONSTOPPEL, PH.D.
North Dakota State University
Political Science & Public Policy
14 Putnam Hall
NDSU Dept. 2316, P.O. Box 6050
Fargo, ND 58108-6050
Email: sarah.boonstoppel@ndsu.edu

EDUCATION
2014 Ph.D., Criminology & Criminal Justice, University of Maryland, College Park
Dissertation title: Putting Parenthood in Perspective: The Transition to Adulthood,
Parenthood, and Crime for Formerly-Sanctioned, At-Risk Young Adults.
Advisor: Raymond Paternoster
2014 Certificate in Population Studies, University of Maryland, College Park
2005 M.A., Criminology & Criminal Justice, University of Maryland, College Park

Thesis title: Low Birthweight and the Criminal Career
Advisor: John H. Laub

2002 B.A., Criminology & Criminal Justice, University of Maryland, College Park,
summa cum laude

EMPLOYMENT

2020- present Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science & Public Policy North
Dakota State University

2014-2020  Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice & Political Science, North
Dakota State University

2010-2014  Instructor, Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice, University of
Maryland, College Park

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Applying advanced research techniques to criminological theory and criminal justice policy;
continuity and change in crime over the life course; mixed research methods.

PUBLICATIONS

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2019). “It’s not just about me anymore”: Fatherhood and mechanisms of
desistance among at-risk men. Journal of Developmental and Life-Course Criminology,
5(3), 355-365. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-019-00120-9

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2017). Trying to Make It Work: Change within Continuity in Offending
during Early Adulthood. In Arjan Blokland and Victor van der Geest (eds.), The
Routledge International Handbook of Life-Course Criminology (pp. 220-219). New
York: Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315747996
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Boonstoppel, Sarah and Kevin Thompson (2017). General Theories of Crime and
Delinquency. In Christopher Schreck (ed.), Encyclopedia of Juvenile Delinquency and
Juvenile Justice. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell.

Laub, John H. and Sarah L. Boonstoppel (2012). Understanding Desistance from Juvenile
Offending: Challenges and Opportunities. In Barry Feld and Donna Bishop (eds.), The
Oxford Handbook of Juvenile Crime and Juvenile Justice (pp. 373-394). New York:
Oxford University Press.

Wish, Eric, Erin Artigiani, Thomas Gray, and Sarah L. Boonstoppel (2003). Washington,
DC: Patterns and Trends of Drug Abuse. In Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse,
Volume 2: Proceedings of the Community Epidemiology Work Group (pp. 276-285).
Bethesda, Maryland: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes
of Health.

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Boonstoppel, Sarah and Michael Rocque (in progress). Maturation and Young Adult
Offenders: Do Persisting and Desisting Individuals Have Different Experiences of
Maturation?

Boonstoppel, Sarah and Joan Antunes (in progress). The paradox of instrumental support?
Exploring the support-crime relationship for at-risk young adults.

Briggs, Steven and Sarah Boonstoppel (in progress). Revisiting the Relationship Between
Police Response Times to Calls for Service and Crime Rates.

Bauroth, Nicholas and Sarah Boonstoppel (in progress). Administering Restorative Justice: A
case study of a restorative justice community corrections program in a mid-sized Upper
Midwest city.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (in progress). “Kids will do that to you”: At-risk fathers managing the
risks of crime during the transition to adulthood.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (in progress). “A kid don’t see no bad in you”: Children as a source of
informal social control.

Boonstoppel, Sarah and Kjersten Nelson (in progress). Building collective and political
efficacy among New Americans: The role of social and political institutions in the
refugee resettlement experience in a mid-sized Upper Midwest city.

BooK REVIEWS

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2019). Book Review: The Prison School: Educational Inequality and
School Discipline in the Age of Mass Incarceration. International Criminal Justice
Review, 29(4), 378-385. https://doi.org/10.1177/1057567717741525

Boonstoppel, Sarah L. (2010). Book Review: Violence and Serious Theft: Development and
Prediction from Childhood to Adulthood, authored by Rolf Loeber, Magda Stouthamer-
Loeber, David P. Farrington, and Helene Raskin White. Criminal Justice Review 35: 360-
361.
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UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS

Boonstoppel, Sarah. 2005. Turning points in the lives of gang members: Marriage, work, and
other exits from gang affiliation. Unpublished manuscript, University of Maryland,
College Park.

PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS

Presenter
Briggs, Steve & Sarah Boonstoppel (2019). Revisiting the effect of police response times on
frequency of reported crimes. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of
Criminology, San Francisco, CA, November 13-16.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2019). Promoting student engagement with subcultural theories of crime
and deviance (Roundtable: Teaching strategies for student engagement with topics of
inequality, privilege, and power in criminology and criminal justice). Presented at the
annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA, November
13-16.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2019). A kid don’t see no bad in you: Children as a source of informal
social control. Presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society,
Chicago, IL, April 17-20.

Briggs, Steve & Sarah Boonstoppel (2019). Revisiting the Relationship Between Police
Response Times to Calls for Service and Crime Rates. Poster presented at the AHSS
Faculty Research Conversations, Fargo, ND, February 12.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2018). A kid don’t see no bad in you: Children as a source of informal
social control. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology,
Atlanta, GA, November 14-17.

Boonstoppel, Sarah and Kjersten Nelson (2017). Social and political institutions in the
resettlement experiences of New Americans. Presented at the NDSU Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences 2016 Dean’s Challenge Grant Presentations, Fargo, ND, March 24.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2016). Adaptations and support: The gendered context of parenthood for
at-risk young adults. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of
Criminology, New Orleans, LA, November 16-19.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2015). The paradox of instrumental support? Exploring the support-
crime relationship for at-risk young adults. Presented at the annual meeting of the
American Society of Criminology, Washington, DC, November 18-21.

Boonstoppel, Sarah L. (2013). Fatherhood, Routine Activities, and Identity in the Lives of
Formerly-Sanctioned, At-Risk Young Men. Presented at the annual meeting of the
American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA, November 20-23.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2012). Fatherhood and Crime in Early Young Adulthood. Presented at
the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL, November 14-
17.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2012). Examining Desistance in Early Young Adulthood. Presented at
the National Institute of Justice (NI1J) Conference, Arlington, VA, June 19.
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Boonstoppel, Sarah and John H. Laub (2009). Crime and the Transition to Adulthood.

Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Philadelphia,
PA, November 4-7.

Boonstoppel, Sarah (2005). Low Birth Weight and the Criminal Career. Presented at the

annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
November 15-109.

Conference Panel Organizer & Chair

“Reconciling Selves: Qualitative Accounts of Identity Transformation and Desistance.”
Thematic Session at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology,
Atlanta, GA (November 20-23, 2013).

Conference Panel Chair

“Race, Crime and Justice.” Session at the annual meeting of the American Society of
Criminology, Washington, DC (November 18-21, 2015).

“Reentry as Lived Experience.” Thematic Session at the annual meeting of the American
Society of Criminology, Washington, DC (November 18-21, 2015).

“Happy Moms and Other Supports for Prosocial Behavior.” Session at the annual meeting of
the American Society of Criminology, Washington, DC (November 18-21, 2015).

“Drug Use, 1Q, and Crime Prevention.” Session at the annual meeting of the American
Society of Criminology, Washington, DC (November 16-19, 2011).

OTHER PRESENTATIONS
Presenter

“A kid don’t see no bad in you: Children as a source of informal social control,” at the
Criminal Justice and Political Science Research Colloquium, North Dakota State
University, Fargo, ND (February 1, 2019).

“Effective Peer Review,” AHSS Development Day, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social
Science, Poster, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND (March 6, 2017).

“The limits of informal social support for reducing involvement in crime?” at Criminal

Justice and Political Science Research Colloquium, North Dakota State University,
Fargo, ND (November 7, 2015).

Invited Discussant

Co-Discussant with Kjersten Nelson (Political Science) and Gordon Fraser (English), “Doing
Social Justice Research,” AHSS Mentoring Research Round Table, North Dakota State
University, Fargo, ND (October 5, 2017)

Co-Discussant with Larry Napoleon (School of Education) for “*All night, All Day’:
Representing the Baltimore Uprising,” artist lecture and public discussion by visiting
artist Nate Larson (Maryland Institute College of Art), sponsored by the NDSU Memorial
Union Gallery. North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND (September 22, 2015).

Co-discussant with Steven Briggs (Criminal Justice) and Ed Avery-Natale (Sociology), for
“Interdisciplinary Discussion of the Baltimore City Protests,” panel and public discussion
at North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND (May 8, 2015).
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Co-Discussant with Kristen Fellows (Anthropology), Angela Smith (History), and Christina
Weber (Sociology), for “Academic Life and Research within the Gender Dichotomy”, at
the 33 Annual Women’s Week, North Dakota State University (March 3, 2015).

GRANTS

06/01/2016-05/31/2017
Principal Investigator, with Kjersten Nelson (50%/50%)
“The Role of Social and Political Institutions in the Resettlement Experience of New
Americans”
Dean’s Challenge Grant, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, North Dakota
State University

$6000

06/2015-07/2015
Principal Investigator
“Cognitive shifts and daily routines of formerly-sanctioned, at-risk young fathers.”
Upper Midwest Public Policy Institute, North Dakota State University

$500

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2013

2004-2010

2008-2009

2005-2006

2004

2002-2003

Research Assistant. Institute for Governmental Service and Research (IGSR),
University of Maryland, College Park.

Project: Assessment and Referral Technologies in Juvenile Justice, Principal
Investigator: Dr. Douglas Young.

Graduate Research Assistant. Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice,
University of Maryland, College Park. Professor John H. Laub, Advisor.

Graduate Research Assistant. Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice,
University of Maryland, College Park.

Project: Pathways to Desistance: Special Projects. Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, supplemental grant. Principal Investigator: Dr. John
Laub.

Trainee. Interdisciplinary Training Program in Population Research. University of
Maryland, College Park, Maryland Population Research Center. Professor John
H. Laub, Advisor.

Research Assistant. Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR), University
of Maryland, College Park.
Project: College Life Study. Principal Investigator: Dr. Amelia Aria.

Faculty Research Assistant. Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR),
University of Maryland, College Park.
Project: Drug Early Warning System, Principal Investigator: Dr. Eric Wish.
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TEACHING INTERESTS

Criminology & Public Policy, Social Policy, Research Methods, Crime and the Life Course,
Juvenile Delinquency & Juvenile Justice, Communities & Crime, Criminological Theory

COURSES TAUGHT

Undergraduate
Problems & Policies in American Government (POLS 215, NDSU)
Crime & Delinquency (CJ 406/606, cross-listed graduate/undergraduate course, NDSU)
Criminology (CJ 230, NDSU)
Individual Study: Race and Crime (CJ 494, NDSU)
Field Experience (CJ 496, NDSU)
Introduction to Criminology (CCJS105, Freshman Connection, University of Maryland)
Contemporary Criminological Theory (CCJS454, University of Maryland)
Graduate
Advanced Criminology (CJ 703, graduate, NDSU)
Structural Theories (CJ 722, graduate, NDSU)
Individual Study (CJ 893, graduate, NDSU)

GRADUATE STUDENT COMMITTEES

Co-Chair (with Steve Briggs), PhD Dissertation Committee, Frank Heley (Criminal Justice),
completed 2018

Member, Ph.D. Dissertation Committee, Katie Banley (School of Nursing & Public Health),
completed 2016

Member, MS Thesis Committee, Ella Swenson (Criminal Justice), 2015-2020
Member, MS Thesis Committee, Vanessa Waller (Criminal Justice), 2015-2020

SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE

Ad hoc manuscript reviewer (blind peer review)
Criminology
Justice Quarterly
Crime & Delinquency
Journal of Developmental and Life Course Criminology
The Social Science Journal
Social Problems
International Criminal Justice Review
Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice

Non-blind peer reviewer
Routledge International Handbook of Life Course Criminology, 2015

DEPARTMENT SERVICE

Committee service
Committee Member, POLS Policy & Planning Committee, Fall 2020-present
Committee Member, POLS Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, Fall 2020-present
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Committee Member, Challey Institute/Political Science candidate search committee, Nov.
2019-February 2020

Committee Member, Political Science undergraduate curriculum committee (ad hoc), Fall
2019

Committee Member, Political Science Public Policy master’s program development
committee (ad hoc), Fall 2019

Committee Member, Criminal Justice policy committee (ad hoc), Fall 2019
Committee Member, Criminal Justice curriculum committee (ad hoc), Fall 2019
Committee Member, Committee to develop committee structure (ad hoc), Fall 2018

Committee Member, Doctoral Theory/Methods Comprehensive Examination Committee,
2014-2020

Committee Member, Criminal Justice & Political Science Invited Speaker Event: Christopher
Ingraham, “Brain Candy: Charting and mapping our way to a smarter civic life. Hosted
by the Department of Criminal Justice & Political Science, Sponsored by the College of
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (April 28, 2016)

Committee Member, Graduate student recruitment ad hoc committee, 2016

Other department service
Coordinator, POLS Teaching Prep Workshop (weekly), Summer 2020
Coordinator, Criminal Justice Graduate student meet-ups, Fall 2019.
Participant, NDSU Discovery Days, October 18, 2019 (recruitment).
Participant, NDSU Major Carnival, October 1, 2019 (recruitment).

Co-organizer with Kjersten Nelson, Department of Criminal Justice & Political Science
Research Colloquia, 2015.

Chaperone, Study Tour Abroad, Italy: Politics, History, and Art, with Thomas Ambrosio and
Amy Stichman, May 15-May 24, 2015.

COLLEGE SERVICE

Social Science Representative, AHSS Policy and Planning Committee, 2018-2021
Criminal Justice Representative, Welcome Week Freshman Orientation, 2018, 2017
Committee Member, Dean's Challenge Grant Review Committee, 2017.

Panelist, “Things | Wish 1I’d Known My First Year.” Panel discussion with Kristen Fellows
and Jessica Jung, at AHSS New Faculty Orientation, September 30, 2015.

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Committee Member, Multicultural enhancements for commencement regalia proposal (ad
hoc), Spring 2019

Affiliated Faculty, Developmental Science Doctoral Program, 2017-present
Committee Member, Gateways-ND Advisory Board, 2017-2018
Committee Member, Social Science Librarian Search Committee, 2017

Peer reviewer, Gateways-ND Peer Review of Teaching, organized by the Office of Teaching
and Learning, 2016
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Invited guest, Diversity Scholars Social and Etiquette Dinner. Sponsored by the Office of
Multicultural Programs and the NDSU Career Center. North Dakota State University,
March 29, 2016.

Member, NDSU Anti-Racism Team, North Dakota State University, 2015- 2018

Committee Member, NDSU Anti-Racism Team, Research Subcommittee, 2016

Committee Member, NDSU Anti-Racism Team, State of the University Subcommittee, 2015
Faculty Judge, Showcase of Student Writing, 2017, 2018

Moderator and Co-Organizer, “Intersections: Race & the American Criminal Justice
System.” Presentation, student panel, and community discussion to celebrate Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. Moderator, with presenter Steven Briggs and student
discussants Frederick Edwards, Barry Jennings, Jr., and Aliba Wani. Sponsored by
NDSU Office of Multicultural Programs. North Dakota State University, January 25,
2016

Moderator, “*All night, All Day’: Representing the Baltimore Uprising.” Artist Lecture and
Public Discussion by Visiting Artist Nate Larson, with Larry Napoleon. Sponsored by
the NDSU Memorial Union Gallery. North Dakota State University, September 22, 2015

Invited guest speaker, AHSS 188 Cultural Diversity Scholars: led class discussion with
Steven Briggs focusing on race and the criminal justice system, September 15-18, 2015

Panelist, “Things | Wish 1I’d Known My First Year.” Panel discussion with Tim Grieves,
Matthew Stone, and Kim Vonnahme, at NDSU New Faculty Orientation, August 17,
2015

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Committee Member, Fargo Core Neighborhoods, North Fargo subcommittee, Fargo, ND,
February 2020-present

Committee Member, Restorative Justice Conference Planning Committee, Fargo, ND, 2017

Invited Attendee, Juvenile Justice Roundtable with Senator Heidi Heitkamp, Fargo, ND. July
17, 2015.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Society of Criminology
Midwest Society of Sociology

American Sociological Association
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
Midwestern Criminal Justice Association

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Leadership
NDSU ADVANCE Change Agents Workshop, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND.
January-May, 2019.
The Change Agents Workshop was a five-class primer for current and emerging University
leaders interested in equity-promoting action within their academic units and the larger
institution.
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FORWARD Fast Track Leadership Development Workshop. North Dakota State University,
Fargo, ND. March 18, 2016.

Note: This was a full-day executive leadership workshop focused on fostering innovation and
creativity and creating a culture of organizational accountability for the successful
implementation of new initiatives and ideas.

Research
Understanding and Treating Sample Selection Bias: Conceptual and Empirical Strategies for
Criminology (Pre-meeting workshop), Dr. Thomas Loughran and Dr. Brian Johnson
(University of Maryland), instructors. Annual Meeting of the American Society of
Criminology, New Orleans, LA. November 15, 2016.

Keeping Classic Ethnographic Traditions Alive in Modern Criminology (Pre-meeting
Workshop), Dr. Jamie J. Fader (Temple University), instructor. Annual Meeting of the
American Society of Criminology, Washington, DC. November 17, 2015.

Qualitative Workshop: Coding and Analysis, Dr. Kevin Roy (University of Maryland),
instructor. Maryland Population Research Center, University of Maryland, College Park,
MD. April 2010.

Analyzing Developmental Trajectories Workshop. Dr. Daniel Nagin (Carnegie Melon
Institute), instructor. Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice, University of
Maryland, College Park. January, 20009.

Pre-Meeting Workshop: Qualitative Data Analysis. Dr. Patricia Adler (University of
Colorado) and Dr. Peter Adler (University of Denver), instructors. Annual Meeting of the
American Society of Criminology, St. Louis, MO. November 2008.

Statistical Applications in Criminology and Criminal Justice, monthly workshop series.
Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice, 2006-2014.

Teaching

Gateways-ND, Cohort 1. Sponsored by the Office of Teaching and Learning, January 2016-

January 2017.
Gateways-ND is an NSF-funded, two-year professional development opportunity and
research study meant to transform STEM (and beyond) teaching and learning at NDSU,
2015- 2017. Approximately 54 hours of training and support across four multi-day
workshops (featuring national and University presenters) and monthly Faculty Learning
Community meetings. Workshops included:

Gateways-ND, Cohort 1: Leadership. North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND. January
4-January 5, 2017.

Gateways-ND: Sharing the Wealth. North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND. August
17-August 19, 2016.

Gateways-ND: Expanding Knowledge, Refining Practice. North Dakota State University,
Fargo, ND. May 18-May 20, 2016.

Gateways-ND: Active Learning-Based Teaching. North Dakota State University, Fargo,
ND. January 6-January 8, 2016.

Anti-Racism and Multi-Culturalism across the Curriculum (ARMAC) Training.
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40 hours in anti-racism training and curriculum development. Sponsored by the Office of
Teaching and Learning and the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, North
Dakota State University, Fargo, ND. May 23-27, 2016.
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