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Myths abound about standardized tests, but the research is clear: They provide an 
invaluable measure of how students are likely to perform in college and beyond 
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Students in an SAT prep class. Tests are generally more valid when everyone has had 
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Students at the University of Pennsylvania in September. 
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Drs. Kuncel and Sackett are professors of industrial-organizational psychology at the University 

of Minnesota. This essay is adapted from their chapter in “Measuring Success: Testing, Grades 

and the Future of College Admissions,” a new edited volume published by Johns Hopkins 

University Press. In the past they have received research funding from the College Board, which 

administers the SAT.  
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