TO:

Interested Organizations, Institutions, and Individuals
FROM:
Kendall Nichols, Director of Research 

DATE:

September 13, 2021
SUBJECT:
Soybean Agronomy Research Funding Requests Sought for Fiscal Year 2023

The North Dakota Soybean Council (NDSC) is seeking Agronomy Research Funding Requests for FY 2023 (July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023).  The ND Soybean Council is funded through soybean check-off assessments of 0.5% of the net market price of each bushel sold in ND.  This is federal legislation that was initiated in 1991 by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
The NDSC invites creative funding requests to address agronomy soybean research priorities. While NDSC will undoubtedly continue to fund many of the traditional programs that have supported the NDSC mission, emphasis will be given to proposals which creatively address the priorities as established and presented in this document.

If there are other individuals in your organization who would be interested in submitting a funding request, please pass this information on to them. For questions, please contact Kendall at 701-566-9300 or 701-566-3619. You can also email Kendall at knichols@ndsoybean.org. The NDSC looks forward to working with all interested parties in the development of projects and programs that support the needs of North Dakota soybean farmers.

To submit FY 2022 NDSC Research Funding Request: 
1. Email a PDF document of each proposal to knichols@ndsoybean.org at the North Dakota Soybean Council office by 4:00 PM on Thursday, November 4, 2021.  (NO HARD COPY REQUIRED)
2. Research Funding Requests received after 4:00 PM on Thursday, November 4, 2021, will not be accepted.

3. Fax transmissions will not be accepted.  

4. Any modifications to the Research Funding Forms including the required Appendix A or Appendix B will void the proposal.
North Dakota Soybean Council

Call for FY 2023 Agronomy Research Funding Requests
Issued September 13, 2021
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Overview of the North Dakota Soybean Council
The North Dakota Soybean Council (NDSC) was founded in 1985 with the goal of increasing the long-term profitability of soybean producers across the state of North Dakota.  In 1991, the NDSC was certified by the United Sates Department of Agriculture as the North Dakota soybean collection office for the federal soybean check-off program.
Headquartered in Fargo, North Dakota, the NDSC’s primary goal is to invest soybean checkoff funds in research, marketing, promotion, and educational programs designed to improve soybean profitability.

Mission Statement of NDSC
“Innovating to expand partnerships, markets, and opportunities for the success of North Dakota soybean.”
Vision Statement of NDSC

“Growing a legacy of successful farmers”
Core Values
· Demonstrate ethical practices in all actions and decisions.
· Leverage collective and individual strengths in collaboration to bring forth ideas.

· Relentless support to the industry, our constituents and each other. 

· Crate partnerships domestically and internationally for the benefit of producers and consumers. 
NDSC RESEARCH COMMITTEE MISSION…

“To strategically invest research dollars to secure a more profitable future for ND soy producers.”
Agronomy Research Program Priorities for NDSC in FY 2023
The Council’s Research Committee will entertain all Research Funding Requests that support the NDSC’s mission, vision, and core values. 
The research committee will utilize the following “Research Priorities” for the FY 2023 Research Funding Requests:

· Herbicide Resistance

· Kochia and pigweed family

· Alternative Weed Control Methods

· Mechanical

· Other

· Soil Health Concerns

· Salinity

· Low pH soils

· Inoculation

· Soybean diseases
· Management of SCN, SDS & White Mold

· Identification of new soybean diseases 

How Proposals will be Evaluated

· Please submit a separate proposal for each project.

· The NDSC’s FY 2023 research proposals will be evaluated upon their ability to successfully address the “Research Priorities” listed on page 3.
· NDSC will use the following as evaluation criteria:

· Impact on Yield – Quality – Profit

· Measure of success

· No duplication of research without clear justification

· How researcher is going to communicate the results to public

· Proposals must clearly describe how specific objectives will be achieved.

· Proposals must include a list of all anticipated deliverables to the NDSC because of the project. 
· The ability to leverage NDSC funding with other sources of funding.
Guidelines & Information for Research Funding Requests Submitted to NDSC
· Funding Requests should provide clear and measurable milestones and goals that will enable the NDSC to measure project progress.
· The NDSC does not fund multiple year projects or capital expenditures (buildings, equipment etc…). A multi-year project can be considered but the NDSC can only approve funding for one fiscal year at a time. The requestor must come back to the NDSC for approval each year funding is needed and NDSC reserves right to fund or not fund. 
· NDSC cannot pay for the principal investigators (PI’s) salary unless the PI does not receive a salary from his/her institution. 

· Budget and budget justification must be stated and coincide with the NDSC’s fiscal year - July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023.  
· Proposals must be no more than eight (8) typed one-sided pages using Times New Roman font 12 with 1-inch margins top, bottom, and sides (including the required Appendix A and B) on 8 ½ x 11. 
· Proposals longer than the maximum eight (8) pages will not be considered.
Process for Submitting Research Funding Requests
1. Email one copy as a PDF document of each proposal to knichols@ndsoybean.org by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 4, 2021.
Research Funding Requests received after this date and time will not be accepted. Fax transmissions will not be accepted.
For questions regarding this Research Funding Request process, please contact Kendall Nichols, email knichols@ndsoybean.org or NDSC office at 701-566-9300 0r 701-566-3619.
Required Order of Research Funding Request Documentation for Submission
· Page 1 – Appendix A 

1. Project Title: A short but clear and concise description of the research proposed.
2. Principal Investigator: Please provide NDSC the correct title, name, complete mailing address, telephone number, and E-mail address of the Principal Investigator. All correspondence will be sent to the Principal Investigator. 
3. Co-investigators: List all co-investigators. 
4. Dates of the Research Funding Request: Indicate the start and end dates for the proposed research. Research projects can be longer than one year in length, but the NDSC cannot commit funding for more than one year.
· Page 2
1. Non-Technical Summary - Please provide a 250-word summary of proposed research in non-technical terms. (Part of appendix A – Do not duplicate in the main body of the proposal)
2. Objectives: Using non-technical terms, and listed numerically in order of importance, state the measurable objectives that will be accomplished by the research.
3. List the project deliverables 
4. Benefit to ND Soybean Farmers: Highlight why the research should be funded with the soybean check-off and how it will directly benefit ND soybean farmers.
· Page 3 - Project Budget Form
1. Do not alter Appendix B. The XX’s in a box indicate the box is not to be used. Note – Modifying the appendix A or B can void proposal.
· (Exception is if the PI does not receive a salary from the University, then their salary can be included in the proposal)
2. Total salaries and fringes for the different categories and put the total in the right column as indicated on the form. 
3. Get all necessary signatures.
· Pages 4 – 8 Main Body of Proposal (Do Not include copy of 250-word Summary in this section)
1. Description of the Research Proposed: Provide a description of the proposed research written in non-technical terms. Provide enough detail that technical reviewers can make an accurate assessment of the importance and quality of the proposed research.  Description of the proposed research should include:
· Previous literature and ongoing projects in this area
· Materials and methods needed to achieve the objectives

· Anticipated results

· Describe potential barriers to achieving anticipated results
· Describe how the deliverable results of this research will be made available to North Dakota soybean growers

· Timeline
2. Budget Narrative and Justification: Please explain what the funds will be used for by category (i.e., salary & fringe, travel, etc…) Funding from other sources that impact the proposals objectives should be disclosed in this section.
Selection Process
· Proposals selected for consideration will require a ten (10) minute verbal presentation by the Principal Investigator to members of the NDSC Research Committee virtually utilizing Zoom on Tuesday, December 14 & Wednesday, December 15, 2021. Presentation times will be announced following receipt of proposal.
· The NDSC will seek to complete the review of all proposals and provide notification of all grant awards on or before December 30, 2021.
Other Information

· All proposals submitted to the NDSC in response to this RFP will become the sole property of the NDSC. Acceptance of any proposal (or portion thereof) by the NDSC shall not impose any obligations on the NDSC or entitle the requestor to any financial compensation or reimbursement for the costs of producing, assembling, or providing the proposal to the NDSC.

· The NDSC reserves the right to interview, at no cost to the NDSC, all qualified persons requesting grant funding.

· The NDSC reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, if in its sole judgment, the proposals have been insufficiently responsive to the NDSC’s objectives or do not comply with the stated guidelines. 

Funded FY 2023 Project Requirements and Reports for Approved Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU)
· Payments are reimbursed on an expense-incurred basis (Proof of Payment – receipts are required)
· A written progress report is required on or before December 1, 2022. No reimbursement of expenses will be paid after December 1, 2022, without the progress report.
· July 20, 2023, a final financial report is due. This report is to include all incurred costs up to June 30, 2022.
· Adjustments to budget are permitted with prior approval from the NDSC but no additional funding is permitted. Please try to carefully plan so adjustments are not necessary.
· Two (2) final reports are due by or before June 30, 2023:
1. Technical Report within the range of 750 – 1250 words with a maximum of four figures, tables. (8 pages Maximum) 
2. Executive Summary of up to 400 words (maximum) results report written in non-technical terms for the public and publication. Pictures and graphs are encouraged and must be sent separately in a jpeg format. 
· Research is to be completed during the funding year. (NOTE: 6 month No-cost extensions are available if delays in the research occur because of circumstances beyond the researcher’s control. If a research project is to be continued into the next funding year the Principal Investigator must complete a “Request for No-Cost Extension of Approved MOU” by February 15, 2023, for consideration at the March research committee meeting or May 15, 2023 for consideration at the June research committee meeting.)
· Domestic travel exceeding the amount in the approved proposal MUST have written approval from the NDSC BEFORE the travel occurs. All international and out of state travel must written approval prior to travel dates. Without prior NDSC approval travel may not be reimbursed/denied reimbursement. 
· Researcher may include expenses, not to exceed $1000 per research project, to attend and present the results of the research at a regional, national, or international conference. A copy of the presentations must be provided to NDSC before reimbursement. 

Dates to Remember

· Thursday November 4, 2021 – Research Funding Requests are due by 4:00 p.m. to the NDSC office

· December 14 & 15, 2021 – Oral presentations at the NDSC office

· July 1, 2022 – Begins the funding year for FY 2023
· December 1, 2022 - Progress report due to the NDSC

· June 30, 2023 – Technical Report due to NDSC

· June 30, 2023 – Executive Summary up to 400 words is due to NDSC (Pictures and graphs are encouraged and must be sent separately in a jpeg format)
· July 20, 2023 – Final Financial report due to NDSC
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