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Funding Opportunity Edition 
Today’s issue of the RCA Update is a Funding Opportunity edition. 
Twice each month the RCA Update will completely focus on this 
information.  

 

  

 

COVID-19 Guidance for researchers from the Sponsored 
Programs Administration (SPA), the Institutional Review 
Board (IRB), and the Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee (IACUC) is available on the RCA Website. 

 

  

 

Featured Funding Opportunities: COVID-19 
• HHS Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority 

(BARDA) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) 
• NSF DCL: Non-medical Research - COVID-19 
• NSF-DCL: Provisioning Advanced Cyberinfrastructure to further 

COVID-19 Research 
• Russell Sage Foundation: Social, Political, Economic, or 

Psychological Disruptions of COVID-19 

 

 

 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=5ac06ac966&e=ca813aff99


 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

• DoD CDMRP: Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program 
• DoD: Engineer Research and Development Center 
• DoD: Multidisciplinary Research Program of the University Research 

Initiative 
• DOE: Plastics Recycling Research and Development 
• DOE Seeking Input and Collaboration on Science and Technology 

Response to COVID-19 
• High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health and Safety: Pilot 

Grants 
• HHS Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority 

(BARDA) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) 
• Medica Foundation 
• NEH: Research and Development 
• NIH: Instrumentation Grants 
• NIH: Research to Reduce Morbidity and Improve Care for Pediatric, 

Adolescent, and Young Adult Cancer Survivors 
• NSF: Analysis 
• NSF: COVID-19 
• NSF: Multimodal Sensor Systems for Precision Health Enabled by Data 

Harnessing, AI, and Learning 
• NSF: Provisioning Advanced Cyberinfrastructure to further COVID-19 

Research 
• NSF: Signals in the Soil 
• Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute: Phased Large Awards 

for Comparative Effectiveness Research 
• RCA Equipment Repair Fund 
• RCA Research Support Services 
• Russell Sage Foundation: Upcoming Deadlines 
• USDA: Conservation Collaboration Grants – MT, NE, ND, SD 
• William T. Grant Foundation: Improving Lives of People Ages 5-25 

  
 

 



 

  

 

 

Please note: The NDSU Scholars Database website has been retired. This 
public-facing tool was targeted at sharing faculty Pivot profile information with 
individuals who did not have access to Pivot but may have wanted to find 
collaborators at NDSU. All faculty profile information is still available to Pivot 
users. Any links to the Scholars Database should be changed to 
https://pivot.proquest.com/profiles/main.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

DOD CDMRP: Peer Reviewed Medical Research 
Program 
The Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program (CDMRP) Peer 
Reviewed Medical Research Program (PRMRP) has recently released several 
funding opportunity announcements. There are more than 40 FY20 PRMRP 
Topic areas, including arthritis, diabetes, eating disorders, pancreatitis, and 
sustained release drug delivery. A complete list of topic areas is available in the 
individual solicitations linked below. 
 
The Investigator-Initiated Research Award is designed to support research with 
the potential to yield highly impactful data that could lead to critical discoveries 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=5db82320bf&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=e073baeb95&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=a7206b8ac3&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=4b8c146db3&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=1f60421158&e=ca813aff99


 

or major advancements. The application must clearly demonstrate the project’s 
potential short-term and long-term outcome(s)/product(s) (knowledge and/or 
materiel) and how they will impact a critical problem or question in the field of 
research and/or patient care in the FY20 PRMRP Topic Area(s) addressed. 
Research projects may focus on any phase of research from basic laboratory 
research through translational research, including preclinical studies in animal 
models and human subjects, as well as correlative studies associated with an 
existing clinical trial. Research involving human subjects and human anatomical 
substances is permitted; however, this award may not be used to conduct 
clinical trials. 
 
The Technology/Therapeutic Development Award is a product-driven award 
mechanism intended to provide support for the translation of promising 
preclinical findings into products for clinical applications, including prevention, 
detection, diagnosis, treatment, or quality of life, in at least one of the 
Congressionally directed FY20 PRMRP Topic Areas. The product(s) to be 
developed may be a tangible item such as a pharmacologic agent (drugs or 
biologics) or device, or a knowledge-based product. PIs are encouraged to 
develop relationships with industry and/or other funding agencies to facilitate 
moving the product into the next phase of development. 
 
The Discovery Award is to support innovative, non-incremental, high-
risk/potentially high-reward research that will provide new insights, paradigms, 
technologies, or applications. Studies supported by this award are expected to 
lay the groundwork for future avenues of scientific investigation. The proposed 
research project should include a well-formulated, testable hypothesis based on 
a sound scientific rationale and study design. Innovation is the most important 
review criterion. Innovative research may introduce a new paradigm, look at 
existing problems from new perspectives, or exhibit other highly creative 
qualities. Research that represents an incremental advancement on previously 
published work is not considered innovative. Absence of preliminary data will 
not negatively affect scientific or programmatic review of the application. Early 
career investigators, including postdoctoral fellows (or equivalent), are 
encouraged to be named by the organization as the Principal Investigator (PI) 
on the application. 

 
^^ 

 

 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=dc6c254d57&e=ca813aff99
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DoD: Engineer Research and Development Center 
The U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) has 
issued a Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) for various research and 
development topic areas. The ERDC consists of the Coastal and Hydraulics 
Lab (CHL), the Geotechnical and Structures Lab (GSL), the Reachback 
Operations Center (UROC), the Environmental Lab (EL) and the Information 
Technology Lab (ITL) in Vicksburg, Mississippi, the Cold Regions Research 
and Engineering Lab (CRREL) in Hanover, New Hampshire, the Construction 
Engineering Research Lab (CERL) in Champaign, Illinois, and the Geospatial 
Research Laboratory (GRL) in Alexandria, Virginia. The ERDC is responsible 
for conducting research in the broad fields of hydraulics, dredging, coastal 
engineering, instrumentation, oceanography, remote sensing, geotechnical 
engineering, earthquake engineering, soil effects, vehicle mobility, self-
contained munitions, military engineering, geophysics, pavements, protective 
structures, aquatic plants, water quality, dredged material, treatment of 
hazardous waste, wetlands, physical/mechanical/ chemical properties of snow 
and other frozen precipitation, infrastructure and environmental issues for 
installations, computer science, telecommunications management, energy, 
facilities maintenance, materials and structures, engineering processes, 
environmental processes, land and heritage conservation, and ecological 
processes.  
  
The BAA is open until superseded by another announcement. Proposals may 
be accepted at any time. 

^^ 
 

 

DoD: Multidisciplinary Research Program of the 
University Research Initiative 
The Multidisciplinary Research Program of the University Research Initiatiave 
(MURI) program supports basic research in science and engineering at U.S. 
institutions of higher education that is of potential interest to the Department of 
Defense (DoD). The program is focused on multidisciplinary research efforts 
where more than one traditional discipline interacts to provide rapid advances 
in scientific areas of interest to the DoD. As defined in the DoD Financial 
Management Regulation: 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=b80d41dc61&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=22fbeaa521&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=102b4505de&e=ca813aff99


 

Basic research is systematic study directed toward greater knowledge or 
understanding of the fundamental aspects of phenomena and of observable 
facts without specific applications towards processes or products in mind. It 
includes all scientific study and experimentation directed toward increasing 
fundamental knowledge and understanding in those fields of the physical, 
engineering, environmental, and life sciences related to long-term national 
security needs. It is farsighted high payoff research that provides the basis for 
technological progress (DoD 7000.14-R, vol. 2B, chap. 5, para. 050201.B). 
DoD’s basic research program invests broadly in many specific fields to ensure 
that it has early cognizance of new scientific knowledge. 
 
Deadline for White Paper Inquiries and Questions: May 18, 2020 
Deadline for White Papers: June 01, 2020 

^^ 
  

 

 

DOE: Plastics Recycling Research and Development 
The Bioenergy Technologies Office (BETO) and Advanced Manufacturing 
Office (AMO) within the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE's) Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy have issued a joint Funding Opportunity 
Announcement (FOA) titled “BOTTLE: Bio-Optimized Technologies to keep 
Thermoplastics out of Landfills and the Environment.” This FOA supports 
the DOE’s Plastics Innovation Challenge, a comprehensive program to 
accelerate innovations in energy-efficient plastics recycling technologies. The 
FOA will support high-impact research and development for plastics by 
developing new plastics that are capable of efficient recyclability and by 
improving recycling strategies that can break existing plastics into chemical 
building blocks that can be used to make higher-value products. 
In addition, the FOA will seek partners for the newly launched National 
Laboratory-led BOTTLE consortium, focused on designing new plastics and 
recycling strategies in collaboration with industry and academia. 
FOA Topic Areas include: 

• Highly Recyclable or Biodegradable Plastics 
• Novel Methods for Deconstructing and Upcycling Existing Plastics 
• BOTTLE Consortium Collaborations to Tackle Challenges in Plastic 

Waste 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=78a747c6d4&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=82358c25b0&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=82358c25b0&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=ead91a55ba&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=8ac06b9994&e=ca813aff99


 

Learn more about the full FOA on EERE Exchange and Grants.gov, as well as 
through the BETO Funding Opportunity Page and the DOE press release.. 

^^ 
  

 

 

 

DOE Seeking Input and Collaboration on Science and 
Technology Response to COVID-19 
The Department of Energy (DOE) encourages you to consider scientific 
questions that underpin COVID-19 response and that the research community 
may answer using DOE user facilities, computational resources, and enabling 
infrastructure. Please send research questions that the scientific community 
may address with DOE resources by email to SC.DCL@science.doe.gov. More 
information can be found in the Dear Colleague Letter on DOE’s Coronavirus 
Resources Hub. Responses will be reviewed beginning March 18, 2020. 
  
The Department is acting rapidly to leverage, and when appropriate provide 
prioritized access to, the full range of DOE user facilities and other facilities 
available at national laboratories to support the national and international effort 
to address COVID-19. 

^^ 
  

 

 

High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural 
Health and Safety: Pilot Grants 
The High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health and Safety 
(HICAHS) Pilot Grants Program funds innovative research projects that 
promote worker health and safety in the agriculture, forestry, or fishing 
industries. Pilot research funding enables investigators to establish preliminary 
success and experience, meanwhile increasing the likelihood of future funding. 
Project awards are up to $25,000 (including a maximum 8% indirect costs). 
 
Applications are encouraged from student investigators, post-docs, junior 
faculty, or any investigator who is new to the field of agricultural occupational 
health and safety research. Extra consideration is given to projects that directly 
impact the HICAHS region: Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=c60319095f&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=1a70edee67&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=b04faa31bb&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=8612681efa&e=ca813aff99
mailto:SC.DCL@science.doe.gov
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=1c96587a87&e=ca813aff99
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https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=d1e7a01bc3&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=f2e39fff25&e=ca813aff99


 

and South Dakota. 
  
Deadline: May 11, 2020 

^^ 
  

 

 

 

HHS Biomedical Advanced Research and 
Development Authority Broad Agency Announcement 
The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) is 
investing in an array of medical countermeasures to diagnose, treat, or protect 
against the 2019 novel coronavirus under the BARDA Broad Agency 
Announcement (BAA). Specifically, BARDA is pursuing the following products 
or technologies: Diagnostic assays for human pan-coronaviruses; Point-of-Care 
diagnostic assays for SARS-CoV-2 virus; Diagnostic assay to detect COVID-19 
disease; Nonclinical model; Vaccines for novel coronavirus; Therapeutics for 
novel coronavirus; Ventilators; Immunomodulators or therapeutics targeting 
lung repair; Pre-exposure and post-exposure prophylaxis for novel coronavirus 
exposure; Respiratory protective devices; and Advanced Manufacturing 
Technologies. 

^^ 
  

 

 

 

Medica Foundation 
The Medica Foundation seeks to improve health by funding initiatives that are 
innovative in how care is delivered and have a high likelihood of creating long-
term change. The Foundation’s grant funding focuses on behavioral health 
initiatives, early childhood health, and rural health. The Foundation’s primary 
service area is North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota. 
  
Learn more about their currently open funding opportunities >> 

^^ 
  

 

 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=2d23b0cf31&e=ca813aff99
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NEH: Research and Development 
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Division of Preservation 
and Access is accepting applications for the Research and Development 
program. The purpose of this program is to support projects that address major 
challenges in preserving or providing access to humanities collections and 
resources. Research and Development offers two funding tiers in order to 
address projects at all stages of development and implementation. 
  
Deadline: May 15, 2020 

^^ 
  

 

 

NIH: Instrumentation Grants  
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) has released several funding opportunity 
announcements (FOA) for instrumentation programs: 
 
Shared Instrumentation for Animal Research (SIFAR) Grant 
Program [PAR-20-112] 
SIFAR encourages applications from groups of NIH-funded investigators to 
purchase or upgrade scientific instruments necessary to carry out animal 
experiments in all areas of biomedical research supported by the NIH. 
Applicants may request clusters of commercially available instruments 
configured as specialized integrated systems or as series of instruments to 
support a thematic well-defined area of research using animals or related 
materials. Priority will be given to uniquely configured systems to support 
innovative and potentially transformative investigations. 
 
This FOA supports requests for state-of-the art commercially available 
technologies needed for NIH-funded research using any vertebrate and 
invertebrate animal species. This FOA does not support requests for single 
instruments. At least one item of the requested instrumentation must cost at 
least $50,000, after all applicable discounts. No instrument in a cluster can cost 
less than $20,000, after all applicable discounts. There is no maximum price 
requirement; however, the maximum award is $750,000. 
 
Shared Instrumentation Grant (SIG) Program [PAR-20-113] 
SIG encourages applications from groups of NIH-supported investigators to 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=ed6eced1d2&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=ab199ad4db&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=45750d9899&e=ca813aff99


 

purchase or upgrade a single item of expensive, specialized, commercially 
available instruments or integrated systems. The minimum award is $50,000 of 
direct costs. There is no maximum price limit for the instrument; however, the 
maximum award is $600,000 of direct costs. Types of instruments supported 
include, but are not limited to: X-ray diffractometers, mass spectrometers, 
nuclear magnetic resonance, spectrometers, DNA and protein sequencers, 
biosensors, electron and light microscopes, cell sorters, and biomedical 
imagers. 
 
High-End Instrumentation (HEI) Grant Program [PAR-20-114] 
HEI encourages applications from groups of NIH-supported investigators to 
purchase or upgrade a single item of high-end, specialized, commercially 
available instruments or integrated systems. The minimum award is $600,001. 
There is no maximum price limit for the instrument; however, the maximum 
award is $2,000,000. Types of instruments supported include, but are not 
limited to: X-ray diffractometers, mass spectrometers, nuclear magnetic 
resonance (NMR) spectrometers, DNA and protein sequencers, biosensors, 
electron and light microscopes, cell sorters, high throughput robotic screening 
systems, and biomedical imagers. 

Deadline: June 1, 2020 

^^ 
  

 

 

NIH: Research to Reduce Morbidity and Improve Care 
for Pediatric, Adolescent, and Young Adult (AYA) 
Cancer Survivors (R01, Clinical Trial Optional) 
Through this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) invites applications describing research focused on improving 
care and health-related quality of life for childhood, and adolescent and young 
adult (AYA) cancer survivors. Specifically, this FOA solicits mechanistic, 
observational, and intervention applications that focus on six key domains: 

1. disparities in survivor outcomes; 
2. barriers to follow-up care (e.g. access, adherence); 
3. impact of familial, socioeconomic, and other environmental factors on 

survivor outcomes; 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=5e92b706b5&e=ca813aff99


 

4. indicators for long-term follow-up needs related to risk for late effects, 
recurrence, and subsequent cancers; 

5. risk factors and predictors of late/long-term effects of cancer treatment; 
and 

6. development of targeted interventions to reduce the burden of cancer for 
pediatric/AYA survivors. 

Read the full FOA here: RFA-CA-20-027. 
Companion R21 Opportunity: RFA-CA-20-028 
  
Deadline: July 31, 2020 

^^ 
  

 

 

NSF: Analysis 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) Analysis Program (NSF PD-20-1281) 
supports research in analysis. Areas of current activity include complex, 
harmonic, and real analysis; dynamical systems and ergodic theory; functional 
analysis; mathematical physics; operator theory and operator algebras; partial 
differential equations and calculus of variations. 
 
Research proposal submission window: September 16-30, 2020. 
  
The Analysis Program also accepts conference proposals. Proposals to the 
Analysis Program for conferences or workshops must be submitted through the 
program solicitation "Conferences and Workshops in the Mathematical 
Sciences.” Principal Investigators should carefully read the solicitation to obtain 
important information regarding the substance of proposals for conferences, 
workshops, and similar activities. 
 
To facilitate timely notification of the availability of support, the following 
requirements are in effect: for support of an event that has a starting date 
between March 1 and September 30 during a given year, the proposal must be 
submitted between September 16 and September 30 in the previous year; for 
support of an event that has a starting date between October 1 in a given year 
and the last day of February in the following year, the proposal must be 
submitted between May 16 and May 30 of that year. 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=643f7bb652&e=ca813aff99
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^^ 
  

 

 

 

NSF DCL: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
With this Dear Colleague Letter (DCL), the National Science Foundation (NSF) 
is accepting proposals to conduct non-medical, non-clinical-care research that 
can be used immediately to explore how to model and understand the spread 
of COVID-19, to inform and educate about the science of virus transmission 
and prevention, and to encourage the development of processes and actions to 
address this global challenge. 

NSF encourages the research community to respond to this challenge 
through existing funding opportunities. In addition, we invite researchers to use 
the Rapid Response Research (RAPID) funding mechanism, which allows NSF 
to receive and review proposals having a severe urgency with regard to 
availability of or access to data, facilities or specialized equipment as well as 
quick-response research on natural or anthropogenic disasters and similar 
unanticipated events. Requests for RAPID proposals may be for up to $200K 
and up to one year in duration. Well-justified proposals that exceed these limits 
may be entertained. All questions should be directed either to a program officer 
managing an NSF program with which the research would be aligned or 
to rapid-covid19@nsf.gov. 

^^ 
  

 

 

NSF: Multimodal Sensor Systems for Precision 
Health Enabled by Data Harnessing, AI, and Learning 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) through its Divisions of Electrical, 
Communications and Cyber Systems (ECCS); Chemical, Bioengineering, 
Environmental and Transport Systems (CBET); Civil, Mechanical and 
Manufacturing Innovation (CMMI); Information and Intelligent Systems (IIS); 
and Mathematical Sciences (DMS) announces a solicitation [NSF 20-556] on 
Multimodal Sensor Systems for Precision Health enabled by Data Harnessing, 
Artificial Intelligence (AI-), and Learning. Next-generation multimodal sensor 
systems for precision health integrated with AI, machine learning (ML), and 
mathematical and statistical (MS) methods for learning can be envisioned for 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=30469a24d5&e=ca813aff99
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harnessing a large volume of diverse data in real time with high accuracy, 
sensitivity and selectivity, and for building predictive models to enable more 
precise diagnosis and individualized treatments. It is expected that these 
multimodal sensor systems will have the potential to identify with high 
confidence combinations of biomarkers, including kinematic and kinetic 
indicators associated with specific disease and disability. This focused 
solicitation seeks high-risk/high-return interdisciplinary research on novel 
concepts, innovative methodologies, theory, algorithms, and enabling 
technologies that will address the fundamental scientific issues and 
technological challenges associated with precision health. 
 
Deadline: June 8, 2020 

^^ 
  

 

 

 

NSF DCL: Provisioning Advanced 
Cyberinfrastructure to Further Research on COVID-19 
Through this Dear Colleague Letter (DCL), the Office of Advanced 
Cyberinfrastructure (OAC) within the Directorate for Computer and Information 
Science and Engineering is inviting RAPID proposals and supplemental funding 
requests to existing awards that address COVID-19 challenges through data 
and/or software infrastructure development activities. Such activities would be 
funded by the Computational and Data-Enabled Science and Engineering 
(CDS&E) program or the Cyberinfrastructure for Sustained Scientific Innovation 
(CSSI) program. 

Proposals in response to this DCL and the NSF DCL on COVID-19 (NSF 20-
052) may also request the use of NSF-funded advanced computing resources 
such as Frontera, Stampede2, Bridges, Comet, and JetStream. To ensure 
availability of these computing resources, investigators must contact OAC prior 
to submission of the proposal. 

^^ 
  

 

 

NSF: Signals in the Soil 
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The National Science Foundation (NSF) Directorates for Engineering (ENG) 
and Geosciences (GEO), the Divisions of Integrative Organismal Systems 
(IOS) and  Environmental Biology (DEB), in the Directorate for Biological 
Sciences (BIO), the Division of Computer and Network Systems in the 
Directorate Computer and Information Science and Engineering (CISE/CNS), 
and the Division of Chemistry (CHE) in the Directorate for Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences, in collaboration with the US Department of Agriculture 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture (USDA NIFA) encourage convergent 
research that transforms existing capabilities in understanding dynamic soil 
processes, including soil formation, through advances in sensor systems and 
modeling.  The Signals in the Soil (SitS) program [NSF 20-548] fosters 
collaboration among the two partner agencies and the researchers they support 
by combining resources and funding for the most innovative and high-impact 
projects that address their respective missions. To make transformative 
advances in our understanding of soils, multiple disciplines must converge to 
produce environmentally-benign novel sensing systems with multiple modalities 
that can adapt to different environments and collect and transmit data for a 
wide range of biological, chemical, and physical parameters. Effective 
integration of sensor data will be key for achieving a better understanding of 
signaling interactions among plants, animals, microbes, the soil matrix, and 
aqueous and gaseous components. New sensor networks have the potential to 
inform models in novel ways, to radically change how data is obtained from 
various natural and managed (both urban and rural) ecosystems, and to better 
inform the communities that directly rely on soils for sustenance and 
livelihood.    
 
Deadline: May 20, 2020  

^^ 
 

 

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute: 
Phased Large Awards for Comparative Effectiveness 
Research 
The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) will be releasing 
the “Phased Large Awards for Comparative Effectiveness Research” PCORI 
Funding Announcement (PFA) on May 5, 2020. Letters of intent are due on 
June 2, 2020. 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=68fe19ae16&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=21c18ccfd9&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=21c18ccfd9&e=ca813aff99


 

  
This PFA aims to fund high-quality comparative effectiveness research (CER) 
projects that will examine a critical patient-centered research question that is 
also relevant to decision makers and other stakeholders. For this PFA, 
investigators should propose an individual-level or cluster randomized 
controlled trial of significant scale and scope. 
  
This funding announcement anticipates that the proposed research projects will 
require an initial feasibility phase before a full-scale trial can proceed. This 
initial phase will make use of PCORI funding support for study refinement, 
testing of study operations, stakeholder engagement, and infrastructure 
establishment to establish the feasibility and merits of continued funding for the 
full-scale trial’s execution. 
  
In light of the scale, complexity, and scope of studies being solicited under this 
PFA, PCORI requires that funded trials include a data coordinating center 
(DCC) with an independent leadership role to advise on the analytical, 
statistical, and data management aspects of both study phases. 
  
Investigators may request up to $2 million in direct costs for a feasibility phase 
up to 18 months in duration, with up to $20 million in direct costs for 
continuation to a full-scale study phase up to five years in duration. Total direct 
costs for the full proposal should not exceed $22 million.  
  
Review the preannouncement for more information about this PFA and register 
for the town hall on May 19, 2020, at 12pm ET.  

^^ 
  

 

 

RCA Equipment Repair Fund 
The Research and Creative Activity Office has a limited pool of funds available 
for equipment repair requests. In the request, please include details of the 
equipment to be repaired, its use (departmental, college, institution-wide), and 
an estimate/quote of the repair cost. For departmental/unit requests, priority will 
be given to equipment that is used by multiple researchers and that has a 
match of at least 33%. For Service/Recharge Centers and Core Facilities, 
priority will be given to requests that have at least a 50% match. Funds must be 
spent no later than June 15, 2020.  

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=b3b7aa4f63&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=5cad16f677&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=5cad16f677&e=ca813aff99


 

  
Requests that are for preventive maintenance and calibration, capability 
upgrades, or new equipment purchases are not eligible.    
  
Please submit your request to Becky Hellman Tangen 
(becky.hellman@ndsu.edu).  

^^ 
 

 

 

RCA Research Support Services 
Funds of up to $1,000 may be requested to help defray the costs of support 
services required for research, creative, or scholarly activity. For example, 
funds may be used in one of the NDSU Core Facilities, another 
recharge/service center, or for transcription services. All funds must be spent 
by June 15, 2020. 
 
More information and application instructions >>  

^^ 
 

 

Russell Sage Foundation: Upcoming Deadlines 
Because of the effects of COVID-19 on all facets of American life, the Russell 
Sage Foundation is changing its immediate priorities for letters of inquiry (LOI) 
for the May 21, 2020, deadline. For this deadline, RSF will only consider LOIs 
that satisfy at least one of the following criteria: 

a. The research is so timely and time-sensitive that the project must start 
before April 1, 2021; or, 

b. the research analyzes social, political, economic, or psychological 
disruptions resulting from the coronavirus crisis that affect social and 
living conditions in the United States. 

All LOIs must focus on issues related to the foundation’s core program areas 
and special initiatives: Behavioral Economics; Decision-Making and Human 
Behavior in Context; Future of Work; Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration; Social, 
Political, and Economic Inequality. 
  

mailto:becky.hellman@ndsu.edu
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Any LOIs submitted for the May 21 deadline must include an appendix of one 
or two pages that explains why the proposed research meets either or both 
criteria. This appendix does not count against the usual page limits for LOIs. 
  
RSF will accept LOIs in all programs and special initiatives for the August 5, 
2020 deadline, with funding decisions made at the March 2021 board of 
trustees meeting, according to its usual guidelines. 

^^ 
 

 

USDA: Conservation Collaboration Grants – MT, NE, 
ND, SD 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), an agency under the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), is announcing potential 
availability of grants and agreements for the purpose of leveraging NRCS 
resources, addressing local natural resource issues, encouraging collaboration 
and developing state- and community-level conservation leadership. Proposals 
will be accepted for projects located in the following states: Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota. 
  
The purpose of Conservation Collaboration Grants or Agreements is to 
leverage NRCS and partner resources to:  

1. Improve soil health. 
2. Improve landscape performance in dealing with water quantity issues; 

either excess or inadequate, and downstream impacts. 
3. Improve water quality. 
4. Improve habitat for local wildlife species of concern. 
5. Improve the environmental and economic performance of working 

agricultural lands. 
6. Assist communities and groups to build and strengthen local food 

projects that provide healthy food and economic opportunities. 

  
Emphasis will be placed on projects that:  

1. Build technical capacity to implement Farm Bill Conservation Programs. 



 

2. Build technical capacity of NRCS and partner field conservation 
employees. 

3. Build the capacity of local partners to develop and implement effective 
projects. 

4. Leverage non-Federal resources to achieve positive natural resources 
conservation 

  
Download the full announcement>> 
  
Deadline: April 30, 2020  

^^ 
  

 

 

 

William T. Grant Foundation: Improving Lives of 
Young People Ages 5-25 
The Foundation’s mission is to support research to improve the lives of young 
people ages 5-25 in the United States. Some of the ways that the Foundation 
pursues this mission include the following programs:  

• Research Grants on Improving the Use of Research Evidence 
The Foundation seeks studies that identify, build, and test strategies to 
enhance the use of research evidence in ways that benefit youth. They 
are particularly interested in research on improving the use of research 
evidence by state and local decision makers, mid-level managers, and 
intermediaries. 

• Research Grants on Reducing Inequality 
The Foundation seeks studies that aim to build, test, or increase 
understanding of programs, policies, or practices to reduce inequality in 
the academic, social, behavioral, or economic outcomes of young 
people. They prioritize studies about reducing inequality on the basis of 
race, ethnicity, economic standing, language minority status, or 
immigrant origins. 

Letter of Inquiry Deadline: May 6, 2020; 2:00pm  
^^ 
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Have questions, ideas, or suggestions for the RCA Update? 
 

 

Contact Us  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

The Office of Research and Creative Activity (RCA) sends weekly emails to NDSU faculty and staff to 
provide current information on various topics including funding opportunities, grant program 
changes, research resources, deadlines, notices, and training. 

You are receiving this notification through the NDSU official employee listserv or sub-list. The official 
listserv refreshes after each pay period. 

  

North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, gender 
expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, public assistance status, race, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, or status as a U.S. veteran. Direct inquiries to: Equal Opportunity 
Specialist, Old Main 201, 701-231-7708 or Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 102, 701-231-6409. 
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