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When he was first considering careers, Yagna Jarajapu, PhD, was interested 
in studying engineering. When it came time to choose a college, India’s 
Andhra University was the closest institution to his home. However, as only a 
handful of students were accepted into his favorite field of engineering at 
Andhra University, he decided to study pharmaceutical science instead. This 
decision proved to be a wise one as Yagna soon discovered he had an 
interest and passion for pharmacology. After completing his undergraduate 
work, he continued his education at Glasgow Caledonian University and the 
University of Strathclyde in the United Kingdom before post-doc appointments 
at Wake Forest University and the University of Florida. He came to NDSU in 
2011. 
 
Yagna is currently an 
associate professor of 
pharmaceutical sciences 
at NDSU. His research 
interests of vascular 
physiology and 
pharmacology have led to 
his current work 



 

investigating the use of adult stem cells for diabetic patients to repair the 
damage done by the disease to their vascular systems. Yagna shares the 
alarming rates of diabetes today and the projections for the next decade. 
“According to the CDC, 34 million Americans today are diagnosed with the 
disease but 88 million are considered pre-diabetic. By 2030, those numbers 
are likely to double or even triple depending on how we act now.” Among 
certain groups the rates are even higher. “We are seeing disproportionate 
levels of diabetes in African Americans and Hispanics. Among Native 
Americans alone, up to 60% of the population have type 2 diabetes. Much of 
this is due to disparities in access to healthcare along with genetic factors and 
we are facing a true healthcare crisis in these populations.” 
 
While diabetes is not difficult to treat when detected early, the long term 
effects of the disease are what Yagna is targeting with his research. Over 
time, complications of the vascular system in a person with diabetes can lead 
to catastrophic conditions including heart attack, stroke, chronic kidney 
disease or amputations. He points out that the economics of controlling the 
disease that could soon impact 1 in 4 Americans are best in the early stages 
as the latter stages of the disease require more extensive and expensive 
care. 
 
Read more about Dr. Jarajapu >>  

 

 

  
 

New Required Format: NSF Documents 
Beginning October 5, 2020, use of new formats approved by 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) will be required for 
both the biographical sketch and current and pending 
support sections of NSF proposals.  
  
Documents uploaded in a format other than those approved by NSF will 
trigger a compliance error that will prevent proposal submission in FastLane, 
Research.gov, and Grants.gov. 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=5ab276088c&e=ca813aff99


 

 
NSF-approved formats:   
• SciENcv: NSF has partnered with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

to use SciENcv: Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae as an NSF-
approved format for use in preparation of both the Biographical Sketch 
and Current and Pending Support sections of an NSF proposal. SciENcv 
will produce an NSF-compliant PDF version of the documents which 
proposers can save and submit as part of their proposals via FastLane, 
Research.gov or Grants.gov. 

• NSF Fillable PDF: NSF is also providing a fillable PDF as an NSF-
approved format for use to prepare both the Biographical Sketch and 
Current and Pending Support sections of an NSF proposal. Proposers 
can download the respective fillable PDF form from the NSF biographical 
sketch and current and pending support websites and then submit the 
completed forms as part of their proposals via FastLane, Research.gov or 
Grants.gov. Note that the size of the fillable fields in these PDFs cannot 
be altered; if the fields do not fit your needs, you will need to use the 
SciENcv option. 

  
For more information and to access these new formats, visit NSF’s website:  
• NSF Biographical Sketch page 
• NSF Current and Pending Support page 
  
NSF has also provided FAQ documents to assist with using these new 
formats:  
• FAQs on using SciENcv 
• FAQs on using NSF Fillable PDF 

 

  

Proposal Development Virtual Program 
The Proposal Development Program provides professional development 
opportunities for faculty and staff who are new to proposal writing or are 
seeking a refresher about proposal writing skills and funding agency 
opportunities. This semester, these sessions will be held virtually on Zoom.  
Register for these sessions >> 
 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=a3b1c1eff6&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=9ad777fef4&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=aa367f3df2&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=3bfab3da8e&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=34f23f4949&e=ca813aff99


 

NSF EPSCoR Research Infrastructure Improvement Program: Track-2 
Focused EPSCoR Collaborations 
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 | 12-1pm 
The Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) RII 
Track-2 builds interjurisdictional collaborative teams of EPSCoR investigators 
in scientific focus areas consistent with NSF priorities. Central to the success 
of a proposal is the clear demonstration that the collaboration is well-
positioned to produce outcomes that cannot be obtained through the efforts 
of a team in a single jurisdiction working alone. Proposals must clearly 
identify the roles and contributions of each partner in the project, the 
anticipated increases in research capacity and competitiveness, the 
projected workforce development and educational plan and outcomes, and 
the benefits to the jurisdictions, nation, and society. This session will include 
an overview of the program, followed by discussion, tips, and Q&A for 
developing a Track-2 proposal. 
  
Presenter:  Julia Bowsher, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Biological Sciences 
PI of RII Track-2 FEC:  Insect Cryobiology and Ecophysiology (ICE) 
Network:  Integrating Genomics, Physiology and Modeling 
 
 
Things to know if you are working with international graduate students, 
colleagues in other countries, and non-US institutions 
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 | 12-1pm 
In recent months, federal agencies have increased their efforts to ensure 
academic institutions effectively manage potential risks of international 
relationships. This session will include an overview of the federal guidance 
on undue foreign influence, protocols for managing conflicts of interest, and 
other best practices for managing international relationships. Learn what you 
need to know to continue working successfully with international 
collaborators, institutions, and graduate students. 
 
Presenters: Sharon May and Julie Sherwood, Research and Creative 
Activity  
 
Register for these sessions >> 

 

 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=3b675f4e27&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=3b675f4e27&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=03dc6e0514&e=ca813aff99


 

 

URLs / Hyperlinks in Proposal 
Documents 
 
For proposals to the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) or the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
hyperlinks and URLs are typically only allowed when 
specifically noted in the solicitation or funding 

opportunity announcement.  
 
Reasons for not allowing the inclusion of hyperlinks / URLs include:  
• the information could circumvent page limitations; 
• reviews could be inconsistent, if some reviewers consider information 

provided by URLs and others do not; 
• reviewers could be identified via web-tracking systems; 
• the possibility that webpages could be altered or deleted between 

submission and review; and  
• malware or other breaches. 
 
You can read federal agency guidance on this topic on the following pages:  
• NIH 
• NSF 

 

  

NSF Research.gov Implementation Update 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) has been developing a new system 
to replace FastLane, NSF's electronic proposal submission system. This new 
system, Research.gov, is available for use, and NSF has successfully 
migrated important research functions from FastLane to Research.gov. While 
FastLane remains available for use at this time, NSF is now taking proactive 
steps to incrementally move the preparation and submission of all proposals 
from FastLane to Research.gov with a tentative target date for completion by 
2022. 
 
In support of this effort, in the coming weeks and months, NSF will begin 
making changes to specific funding opportunities to require the use of 
Research.gov for the preparation and submission of proposals to NSF. 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=b0d4e2c050&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=b42d5af7f9&e=ca813aff99


 

The Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO) will soon require the use of 
Research.gov for the preparation and submission of proposals in response to 
its core programs that do not have deadline dates. NSF funding 
opportunities will clearly specify whether submission via Research.gov 
is available or required. 
 
To ensure that researchers and administrators are prepared for these 
changes, NSF is developing additional training materials to meet the needs 
of the community. This includes video tutorials, Frequently Asked Questions, 
step-by-step guides and a demonstration site. Current training materials are 
available on the About Research.gov site. 
 
Read the full notice from NSF >>  

 

  

 

EERE eXCHANGE Update 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency (EERE) is launching a new website that will replace 
eXCHANGE for EERE funding opportunity announcements and application 
submissions. Beginning November 2, 2020, organizations interested in 
responding to EERE opportunities will use the EERE Program Information 
Center to view open opportunities and submit applications. 
 
Applicants will continue to use eXCHANGE for the following: 
1. all EERE opportunities published prior to November 2, 
2. all EERE merit reviewer activities, and 
3. announcements published by DOE’s Office of Indian Energy Policy and 

Programs or DOE’s Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-
E). 

 
If you have questions, please contact the EERE Program Information Center 
Help Desk at eere-epichelpdesk@ee.doe.gov. 

 

 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=ee00ca17fb&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=4aad8d0e3a&e=ca813aff99
mailto:eere-epichelpdesk@ee.doe.gov


 

 

COVID-19 Guidance for researchers is available on the RCA 
Website, including NDSU guidance for PIs, Federal Agency 
guidance, and Funding Opportunities. As this situation is 
rapidly changing, please refer to the NDSU COVID-19 
Preparedness and Response page for additional information. 
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

• Bayer Crop Science Opportunities 
• Dakota Cancer Collaborative on Translational Activity Pilot Projects 
• DOE: Buildings Energy Efficiency Frontiers & Innovation Technologies 
• Elsa U. Pardee Foundation: Cancer Research Grants 
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• NSF: Ethical and Responsible Research 
• NSF: Partnerships for Innovation 
• NSF: Research on Emerging Technologies for Teaching and Learning 
• NSF: Scholarships in STEM 
• Retirement Research Foundation 

 
EVENTS 

• Webinar: NSF Funding Opportunities in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
• Office of Industry Engagement and Intellectual Property Virtual Office Hours 
• Upcoming Virtual Opportunities: Entrepreneur and SBIR / STTR Programs 
• NIH Virtual Seminar on Program Funding and Grants Administration 

 

 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=388bf0d902&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=388bf0d902&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=a64a74d788&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=a64a74d788&e=ca813aff99


 

 

Upcoming Limited Submission Program Deadlines 
Limited submission grant programs are those that indicate a limit on the 
number of proposals that may be submitted by an institution for a particular 
deadline. A selection process becomes necessary if more applicants express 
interest in applying than NDSU is allowed to submit to the grant program.  

• NSF ADVANCE: Organizational Change for Gender Equity in STEM 
Academic Professions (Partnership Track) 
Notification Deadline: October 1, 2020 

• Retirement Research Foundation: Research Grants 
Notification Deadline: October 7, 2020 

• NSF: Partnerships for Innovation 
Notification Deadline: October 15, 2020 

• NSF: Ethical and Responsible Research 
Notification Deadline: November 4, 2020 

• NSF: Scholarships in STEM (S-STEM) 
Notification Deadline: November 10, 2020  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=b93b3ebce2&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=ee346e26b8&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=800e96c8fd&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=801ccc6fd9&e=ca813aff99


 

Bayer Crop Science Opportunities 
Bayer Crop Science currently has three open funding opportunities: 
• Fighting pests while preserving biodiversity; 
• Accelerating precision agriculture; 
• Reducing chemical input and enhancing soil health. 
  
Brief (1-page) proposals are due October 30, 2020. 

^^ 
 

 

 

Dakota Cancer Collaborative on Translational Activity 
(DaCCoTA) Pilot Projects 
The Dakota Cancer Collaborative on Translational Activity (DaCCoTA) is an NIH-
supported regional network based at the University of North Dakota. The goal of 
DaCCoTA is to bring together researchers and clinicians with diverse experience 
from across the region to develop unique and innovative means of combating 
cancer in North and South Dakota. The DaCCoTA Pilot Projects Program has 
released requests for applications (RFAs) for the following pilot grant awards: 
• Feasibility Pilot Grants  
• Ready-to-Go Pilot Grants  
• Community Engagement Pilot Grants  
  
Deadlines for all three pilot grant awards:  
• The deadline for seeking assistance with finding a collaborator is October 16, 

2020. 
• Letters of intent (1-page maximum) are due October 30, 2020. 
• Full applications will be invited from selected applicants, deadline February 1, 

2021. 
• Awards will be announced by September 2021. 
• Expected award period will be September 2021 – August 2022. 

^^ 
 

 

DOE: Buildings Energy Efficiency Frontiers & 
Innovation Technologies 
On September 25, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced the Buildings 
Energy Efficiency Frontiers & Innovation Technologies (BENEFIT) 2020 Funding 
Opportunity Announcement (FOA).  

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=9cbc4c4e08&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=ce2faf84d1&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=2a3966526b&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=f1e26d0233&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=99a0a40df0&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=7f03e3e509&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=9dba043df1&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=e2aea7c035&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=c9fd3d77ac&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=c9fd3d77ac&e=ca813aff99


 

 
The 2020 BENEFIT FOA broadens DOE’s investments in cutting-edge, energy-
saving building technologies, systems, and practices that will impact various 
segments of the buildings industry. 
 
Topics in this FOA include: 
• thermal storage research; 
• advanced heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, which can provide 

demand flexibility services to the grid; 
• next generation refrigeration technologies; 
• advanced appliance research in areas such as improved compressor design; 
• next generation lighting; 
• whole building electric load optimization; 
• advanced and more efficient building construction; 
• improved building retrofit technologies; and 
• workforce development. 
  
Concept Paper Deadline: November 5, 2020; 4:00pm. 

^^ 
 

 

 

Elsa U. Pardee Foundation: Cancer Research Grants 
The Elsa U. Pardee Foundation funds research directed toward identifying new 
treatments or cures for cancer. The Foundation particularly encourages grant 
applications for a one-year period which will allow establishment of capabilities of 
new cancer researchers, or new cancer approaches by established cancer 
researchers. It is anticipated that this early stage funding by the Foundation may 
lead to subsequent and expanded support using government agency funding. 
Project relevance to cancer detection, treatment, or cure should be clearly 
identified. 
  
Deadline: December 31, 2020; April 30, 2021 

^^ 
 

 

ND Soybean Council: Agronomy Research Funding 
The North Dakota Soybean Council (NDSC) invites creative funding requests to 
address agronomy soybean research priorities. While NDSC will undoubtedly 
continue to fund many of the traditional programs that have supported the NDSC 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=d6e5738f5e&e=ca813aff99


 

mission, emphasis will be given to proposals which creatively address the priorities 
as established and presented in the FY2022 Request for Proposals (RFP). 
  
If you have questions about this opportunity, please contact Kendall at 701-566-
9300 or knichols@ndsoybean.org.  
• Download RFP (Word Document) 
• Download Appendix A (Word Document) 
• Download Appendix B (Word Document) 
  
Deadline: November 5, 2020; 4:00pm 

^^ 
  

 

 

NEH: Collaborative Research 
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Collaborative Research 
program aims to advance humanistic knowledge through sustained collaboration 
between two or more scholars. Collaborators may be drawn from a single 
institution or several institutions across the United States; up to half of the 
collaborators may be based outside of the U.S. The program encourages projects 
that propose diverse approaches to topics, incorporate multiple points of view, and 
explore new avenues of inquiry in the humanities. 
  
The program allows projects that propose research in a single field of study, as 
well as interdisciplinary work. Projects that include partnerships with researchers 
from the natural and social sciences are encouraged but must employ a humanistic 
research agenda. Partnerships among different types of institutions are welcome 
as well as new collaborations with international partners. 
  
Proposed projects must aim to result in tangible and sustainable outcomes, for 
example, co-authored or multi-authored books; born-digital publications; themed 
issues of peer-reviewed journals; a series of peer-reviewed articles; and open-
access scholarly digital resources. All project outcomes must incorporate 
interpretive work and collaboration to address significant humanities research 
questions. 
  
Optional draft deadline: October 15, 2020 
Application deadline: December 2, 2020 

mailto:knichols@ndsoybean.org
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=98288a305f&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=0db3b96aa3&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=afe5dee0c9&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=66d21e48a0&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=66d21e48a0&e=ca813aff99


 

^^ 
  

 

 

NIH NOSI: Alcohol and Aging 
The purpose of this Notice of Special Interest (NOSI) is to promote research to 
improve understanding of the effects of alcohol consumption on aging across 
different levels of biological organization including the molecular, cellular, tissue, 
organ, organism, and societal levels. The following broad research areas will be 
encouraged: 1) basic and clinical research defining the effects of alcohol 
consumption on lifespan, health span, and age-related diseases depending on 
level of alcohol consumption, drinking pattern, and duration of drinking; 2) research 
to inform evidence-based guidance for identifying risk for alcohol use disorder 
(AUD) among older adults as well as prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of AUD 
in this population; and 3) research to extend the health span of older adults who 
drink and decrease the health care burden of age-related diseases associated with 
alcohol use. 
  
This NOSI will support, but is not limited to, the following research areas: 
• Basic biological mechanisms, metabolism, and health effects; 
• Neuroscience; and 
• Epidemiology, Prevention, and Treatment. 
  
Submit applications for this initiative using one of the following funding opportunity 
announcements or any reissues of these announcements through the expiration 
date of this notice.  
• PA-20-185 - NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical Trial Not 

Allowed) 
• PA-20-184 - NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Basic Experimental 

Studies with Humans Required) 
• PA-20-183 - NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical Trial Required) 
• PA-20-200 - NIH Small Research Grant Program (Parent R03 Clinical Trial Not 

Allowed) 
• PA-20-194 - NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent 

R21 Clinical Trial Required) 
• PA-20-195 - NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent 

R21 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 
• PA-20-196 - NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent 

R21 Basic Experimental Studies with Humans Required) 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=e45f4dfbac&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=a8ffd72687&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=2eda5a22bc&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=7073598f8e&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=94ff6975df&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=f83f795dd9&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=277db1e243&e=ca813aff99
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=ba6e28254e&e=ca813aff99


 

  
This NOSI expires September 8, 2023 

^^ 
  

 

 

NSF ADVANCE: Organizational Change for Gender 
Equity in STEM Academic Professions (Partnership 
Track) – Limited Submission Program 
Limited submission grant programs are those that indicate a limit on the number of 
proposals that may be submitted by an institution for a particular deadline. A 
selection process becomes necessary if more applicants express interest in 
applying than NDSU is allowed to submit to the grant program. 
  
NSF ADVANCE : Notify RCA by 10/01/2020, 5:00 p.m. if you are interested in 
submitting to this program. 
  
The NSF ADVANCE program [NSF 20-554] contributes to the National Science 
Foundation's goal of a more diverse and capable science and engineering 
workforce. In this solicitation, the NSF ADVANCE program seeks to build on prior 
NSF ADVANCE work and other research and literature concerning gender, racial, 
and ethnic equity. The NSF ADVANCE program goal is to broaden the 
implementation of evidence-based systemic change strategies that promote equity 
for STEM faculty in academic workplaces and the academic profession. The NSF 
ADVANCE program provides grants to enhance the systemic factors that support 
equity and inclusion and to mitigate the systemic factors that create inequities in 
the academic profession and workplaces. Systemic (or organizational) inequities 
may exist in areas such as policy and practice as well as in organizational culture 
and climate. For example, practices in academic departments that result in the 
inequitable allocation of service or teaching assignments may impede research 
productivity, delay advancement, and create a culture of differential treatment and 
rewards. Similarly, policies and procedures that do not mitigate implicit bias in 
hiring, tenure, and promotion decisions could lead to women and racial and ethnic 
minorities being evaluated less favorably, perpetuating historical under-
participation in STEM academic careers and contributing to an academic climate 
that is not inclusive. 
  
NDSU is eligible to apply for the Partnership track, which is designed to 
support the work to facilitate the broader adaptation of gender equity and systemic 

https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=2bf33a7c3d&e=ca813aff99
mailto:ndsu.researchdev@ndsu.edu
https://ndsu.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c5d98a898bad27df38e6394a&id=22328e0144&e=ca813aff99


 

change strategies. Partnership projects are expected to result in national or 
regional transformation in STEM academic workplaces and the academic 
profession and demonstrate significant reach. Partnership projects can focus on 
the transformation of institutions and organizations and / or the transformation 
within one or more STEM disciplines. 
  
LIMITED SUBMISSION: Organizations may be partners on multiple 
ADVANCE Partnership proposals in the same competition but can be the lead 
organization only on one Partnership proposal in the same competition. 

^^ 
  

 

 

NSF: Ethical and Responsible Research (ER2) – Limited 
Submission Program 
Limited submission grant programs are those that indicate a limit on the number of 
proposals that may be submitted by an institution for a particular deadline. A 
selection process becomes necessary if more applicants express interest in 
applying than NDSU is allowed to submit to the grant program. 
  
NSF ER2 : Notify RCA by 11/04/2020, 5:00 p.m. if you are interested in 
submitting to this program. 
  
Ethical and Responsible Research (ER2) [NSF 19-609] funds research projects 
that identify (1) factors that are effective in the formation of ethical STEM 
researchers and (2) approaches to developing those factors in all STEM fields that 
NSF supports. ER2 solicits proposals for research that explores the following: 
"What constitutes responsible conduct for research (RCR), and which cultural and 
institutional contexts promote ethical STEM research and practice and why?" Do 
certain labs have a "culture of academic integrity?" What practices contribute to the 
establishment and maintenance of ethical cultures and how can these practices be 
transferred, extended to, and integrated into other research and learning settings?" 
Factors one might consider include: honor codes, professional ethics codes and 
licensing requirements, an ethic of service and/or service learning, life-long 
learning requirements, curricula or memberships in organizations (e.g. Engineers 
without Borders) that stress responsible conduct for research, institutions that 
serve under-represented groups, institutions where academic and research 
integrity are cultivated at multiple levels, institutions that cultivate ethics across the 
curriculum, or programs that promote group work, or do not grade. Successful 
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proposals typically have a comparative dimension, either between or within 
institutional settings that differ along these or among other factors, and they specify 
plans for developing interventions that promote the effectiveness of identified 
factors. 
  
ER2 research projects will use basic research to produce knowledge about what 
constitutes or promotes responsible or irresponsible conduct of research, and how 
to best instill this knowledge into researchers and educators at all career stages. In 
some cases, projects will include the development of interventions to ensure 
ethical and responsible research conduct. 
  
LIMITED SUBMISSION: Only one proposal may be submitted by an eligible 
organization in which a member of their organization serves as the PI. There is no 
limit on the number of proposals under which an organization may be included as a 
non-lead collaborator or subawardee. 

^^ 
  

 

 

NSF: Partnerships for Innovation – Limited Submission 
Program 
Limited submission grant programs are those that indicate a limit on the number of 
proposals that may be submitted by an institution for a particular deadline. A 
selection process becomes necessary if more applicants express interest in 
applying than NDSU is allowed to submit to the grant program. 
  
NSF PFI : Notify RCA by 10/15/2020, 5:00 p.m. if you are interested in 
submitting to this program. 
  
The Partnerships for Innovation (PFI) Program [NSF 19-506] within the Division of 
Industrial Innovation and Partnerships (IIP) offers researchers from all disciplines 
of science and engineering funded by NSF the opportunity to perform translational 
research and technology development, catalyze partnerships and accelerate the 
transition of discoveries from the laboratory to the marketplace for societal benefit. 
  
PFI has five broad goals:  
1. identifying and supporting NSF-sponsored research and technologies that have 

the potential for accelerated commercialization; 
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2. supporting prior or current NSF-sponsored investigators, institutions of higher 
education, and non-profit organizations that partner with an institution of higher 
education in undertaking proof-of-concept work, including the development of 
technology prototypes that are derived from NSF-sponsored research and have 
potential market value; 

3. promoting sustainable partnerships between NSF-funded institutions, industry, 
and other organizations within academia and the private sector with the 
purpose of accelerating the transfer of technology; 

4. developing multi-disciplinary innovation ecosystems which involve and are 
responsive to the specific needs of academia and industry; 

5. providing professional development, mentoring, and advice in 
entrepreneurship, project management, and technology and business 
development to innovators.  

 
This solicitation offers two broad tracks for proposals in pursuit of the 
aforementioned goals:  
• The Technology Translation (PFI-TT) track offers the opportunity to translate 

prior NSF-funded research results in any field of science or engineering into 
technological innovations with promising commercial potential and societal 
impact. PFI-TT supports commercial potential demonstration projects for 
academic research outputs in any NSF-funded science and engineering 
discipline. This demonstration is achieved through proof-of-concept, 
prototyping, technology development and/or scale-up work. Concurrently, 
students and postdoctoral researchers who participate in PFI-TT projects 
receive education and leadership training in innovation and entrepreneurship. 
Successful PFI-TT projects generate technology-driven commercialization 
outcomes that address societal needs. 

• The Research Partnerships (PFI-RP) track seeks to achieve the same goals 
as the PFI-TT track by supporting instead complex, multi-faceted technology 
development projects that are typically beyond the scope of a single researcher 
or institution and require a multi-organizational, interdisciplinary, synergistic 
collaboration. A PFI-RP project requires the creation of partnerships between 
academic researchers and third-party organizations such as industry, non-
academic research organizations, federal laboratories, public or non-profit 
technology transfer organizations or other universities. Such partnerships are 
needed to conduct applied research on a stand-alone larger project toward 
commercialization and societal impact. In the absence of such synergistic 
partnership, the project’s likelihood for success would be minimal. 



 

 
The intended outcomes of both PFI-TT and PFI-RP tracks are: a) the 
commercialization of new intellectual property derived from NSF-funded research 
outputs; b) the creation of new or broader collaborations with industry (including 
increased corporate sponsored research); c) the licensing of NSF-funded research 
outputs to third party corporations or to start-up companies funded by a PFI team; 
and d) the training of future innovation and entrepreneurship leaders. 
  
LIMITED SUBMISSION: There is no limit on the number of PFI-TT proposals an 
organization may submit to a deadline of this solicitation. However, an organization 
may not submit more than one (1) new or resubmitted PFI-RP proposal to a 
deadline of this solicitation.  

^^ 
  

 

 

 

NSF: Research on Emerging Technologies for Teaching 
and Learning 
The purpose of the Research on Emerging Technologies for Teaching and 
Learning (RETTL) program [NSF 20-612] is to fund exploratory and synergistic 
research in emerging technologies (to include, but not limited to, artificial 
intelligence (AI), robotics, and immersive or augmenting technologies) for teaching 
and learning in the future. This program accepts proposals that focus on learning, 
teaching, or a combination of both. The scope of the program is broad, with special 
interest in diverse learner / educator populations, contexts, and content, including 
teaching and learning in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) and in foundational areas that enable STEM (e.g., self-regulation, literacy, 
communication, collaboration, creativity, and socio-emotional skills). Research in 
this program should be informed by the convergence (synthesis) of multiple 
disciplines: e.g., learning sciences; discipline-based education research; computer 
and information science and engineering; design; and cognitive, behavioral, and 
social sciences. Within this broad scope, the program also encourages projects 
that investigate teaching and learning related to futuristic and highly technological 
work environments. 
  
Deadline: January 25, 2021 

^^ 
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NSF: Scholarships in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics - Limited Submission 
Program 
Limited submission grant programs are those that indicate a limit on the number of 
proposals that may be submitted by an institution for a particular deadline. A 
selection process becomes necessary if more applicants express interest in 
applying than NDSU is allowed to submit to the grant program. 
  
NSF S-STEM : Notify RCA by 11/10/2020, 5:00 p.m. if you are interested in 
submitting to this program. 
 
A well-educated science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
workforce is a significant contributor to maintaining the competitiveness of the U.S. 
in the global economy. The National Science Foundation (NSF) S-STEM program 
(NSF 20-526) addresses the need for a high quality STEM workforce in STEM 
disciplines supported by the program and for the increased success of low-income 
academically talented students with demonstrated financial need who are pursuing 
associate, baccalaureate, or graduate degrees in STEM fields. 
  
Recognizing that financial aid alone cannot increase retention and graduation in 
STEM, the program provides awards to Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) to 
fund scholarships and to advance the adaptation, implementation, and study of 
effective evidence-based curricular and co-curricular activities that support 
recruitment, retention, transfer (if appropriate), student success, academic/career 
pathways, and graduation in STEM. The S-STEM program encourages 
collaborations among different types of participating groups, including but not 
limited to partnerships among different types of institutions; collaborations of STEM 
faculty and institutional, educational, and social science researchers; and 
partnerships among institutions of higher education and business, industry, local 
community organizations, national labs, or other federal or state government 
organizations, if appropriate.   
  
The program seeks to 1) increase the number of low-income academically talented 
students with demonstrated financial need obtaining degrees in S-STEM 
eligible disciplines and entering the workforce or graduate programs in STEM; 2) 
improve the education of future scientists, engineers, and technicians, with a focus 
on low-income academically talented students with demonstrated financial need; 
and 3) generate knowledge to advance understanding of how  interventions or 
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evidence-based curricular and co-curricular activities affect  the success, retention, 
transfer, academic/career pathways, and graduation of low-income students in 
STEM.  
Scholars must be low-income, academically talented students with unmet 
financial need who are enrolled in an associate, baccalaureate or graduate 
degree program, with a major in an S-STEM eligible discipline.  
 
The STEM disciplines supported by the S-STEM program include:  
• biological sciences (except medicine and other clinical fields);  
• physical sciences (including physics, chemistry, astronomy, and materials 

science);  
• mathematical sciences;  
• computer and information sciences;  
• geosciences;  
• engineering; and  
• technology areas associated with the preceding disciplines. 
  
LIMITED SUBMISSION: An Institution may submit one proposal (either as a single 
institution or as subawardee or a member of a Collaborative Research project) 
from each constituent school or college that awards degrees in an eligible field.  

^^ 
  

 

 

Retirement Research Foundation: Research Grants – 
Limited Submission Program  
Limited submission grant programs are those that indicate a limit on the number of 
proposals that may be submitted by an institution for a particular deadline. A 
selection process becomes necessary if more applicants express interest in 
applying than NDSU is allowed to submit to the grant program. 
  
RRF : Notify RCA by 10/07/2020, 5:00 p.m. if you are interested in submitting 
to this program. 
  
The Retirement Research Foundation (RRF) funds research that seeks to identify 
interventions, policies and practices to improve the well-being of older adults and / 
or their caregivers. Preference is given to projects aimed at generating practical 
knowledge and guidance that can be used by advocates, policy-makers, providers, 
and the aging network. Of particular interest are:  
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• interventional trials; translational studies; and health services and policy 
research; 

• projects that build on the investigator’s past studies; 
• proposals that include robust dissemination plans, if appropriate, to assure that 

findings reach audiences positioned to act on them. 
  
LIMITED SUBMISSION: Only one proposal / letter of inquiry is allowed per 
department per grant cycle. 

^^ 
  

 

 

Webinar: NSF Funding Opportunities in Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) Directorate for Education and Human 
Resources (EHR) is hosting a free webinar on September 30, 2020, from 1:30-
3:30pm. 
  
NSF Program Officers and Staff will highlight current funding opportunities 
available in EHR focused on diversifying the STEM workforce, supporting 
broadening participation in STEM research, and promoting equitable STEM 
practices and opportunities. Programs such as: NSF Inclusion across the Nation of 
Communities of Learners of Underrepresented Discovers in Engineering and 
Science (NSF INCLUDES), ADVANCE: Organizational Change for Gender Equity 
in STEM Academic Professions, Improving Undergraduate STEM Education: 
Hispanic Serving Institutions, Historically Black Colleges and Universities – 
Undergraduate Program (HBCU-UP), Tribal Colleges and Universities Programs 
(TCUP), The Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program, Innovative Technology 
Experiences for Students and Teachers (ITEST), Graduate Research Fellowship 
Program (GRFP) and several other programs will be highlighted. NSF 
representatives from all four divisions in EHR will be represented. In addition, Q & 
A opportunities with Program Officers will be provided during the webinar. 
  
Principal Investigators, faculty, administrators, researchers, evaluators, and other 
STEM and education professionals and community-based leaders interested or 
engaged in research and efforts to broaden participation in STEM are encouraged 
to attend. 
  
Register to participate >>  
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^^ 
 

 

 

Office of Industry Engagement and Intellectual Property 
Virtual Office Hours 
Do you think that your research has resulted in something that is patentable or has 
commercial potential? Interested in learning more about disclosing an invention or 
the patenting process? Starting September 3rd and every Thursday for the rest of 
fall semester, the Office of Industry Engagement and Intellectual Property is 
hosting a Zoom meeting between 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM to discuss research 
discoveries and answer general questions about intellectual property. If you can’t 
join us on Thursday afternoons, reach out and we’ll be happy to schedule a time to 
meet that works with your schedule.     

^^ 
 

 

 

Upcoming Virtual Opportunities: Entrepreneur and SBIR 
/ STTR Programs 
There are several upcoming opportunities to learn more about SHARPhub, an 
NIH-funded program to assist in translating bioscience discoveries into startup 
companies, and the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small 
Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs:  
• How to Prepare a Budget for SBIR / STTR Proposals 
• October 1, 2020 | 12-1pm 
• Developing Competitive SBIR / STTR Applications for NIH National Institute on 

Aging 
October 6, 2020 | 12-1pm 

• ABC of SBIR / STTR Funding 
• October 8, 2020 | 8:30 am – 10am 
• SBIR / STTR Proposal Prep for NIH 

October 14, 2020 | 8:30 am – 1pm 
• SBIR Road Tour Week in the Midwest 

October 19, 2020 - 9am through October 23, 2020 - 11am 
• Commercialization Planning for SBIR / STTR Proposals 

October 26, 2020 | 8:30 am – 1pm 
^^ 
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NIH Virtual Seminar on Program Funding and Grants 
Administration 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Fall 2020 Seminar on Program Funding and 
Grants Administration is being offered virtually this year. Sessions are scheduled 
for Tuesday, October 27 - Friday, October 30. The event is free to attend, but 
registration is required. This virtual conference includes:  

• Four days of sessions with live and simu-live sessions, as well as an on-
demand video library; 

• Three tracks designed around grants policies and programs, including case 
studies and Q&As; 

• Live chat opportunities with NIH & HHS experts on the grants process 
and policies; and 

• Downloadable resources to reuse and/or share with others at your 
institution. 

 
Learn more and register >>  

^^ 
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The Office of Research and Creative Activity (RCA) sends weekly emails to NDSU faculty and staff to 
provide current information on various topics including funding opportunities, grant program 
changes, research resources, deadlines, notices, and training. 
You are receiving this notification through the NDSU official employee listserv or sub-list. The official 
listserv refreshes after each pay period. 

  
North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, gender 
expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, public assistance status, race, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, or status as a U.S. veteran. Direct inquiries to: Equal Opportunity 
Specialist, Old Main 201, 701-231-7708 or Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 102, 701-231-6409. 

    

 

 

 


