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Title of Research Study:  Experiences of Stay-at-Home Dads

This study is being conducted by:  John Doe, a professor in the Department of Research at NDSU.

Why am I being asked to take part in this research study?  
You are invited to take part in this research study because you a stay-at-home the father of one or more children.
What is the reason for doing the study?  
The purpose of the study is to better understand what challenges and rewards stay-at-home fathers experience, and what changes are needed to better meet the needs of stay-at-home fathers.
What will I be asked to do?  

If you agree to participate in this study, you will be asked to participate in an audio-recorded interview.  You will be asked a series of questions about your experiences as a stay-at-home dad.  Your answers to these questions will later be transcribed from the audio-recording, analyzed for common themes present in other interviews and written about in articles and books.  Your names will be changed to protect your identity.  

Where is the study going to take place, and how long will it take?  

The interview will take place in my office at NDSU, or at another place convenient to you, such as a local coffee shop or diner.  The length of the interview will vary depending on your personal experiences, and how much you are willing to share.
What are the risks and discomforts?  
Some of the questions regarding challenges you have faced may be very personal and private to you.  You may refuse to answer any question, for any reason, or you may stop the interview at any point. 

What are the benefits to me?  
By participating in this study, you will have an opportunity to reflect upon your experiences.  
What are the benefits to other people?  

You will help researchers learn more about what programs or services may be beneficial to stay-at-home fathers like yourself.

Do I have to take part in the study?  Your participation in this research is your choice.  If you decide to participate in the study, you may change your mind and stop participating at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which you are already entitled.

Who will have access to the information that I give?  

· We will keep private all research records that identify you, to the extent allowed by law.  If in the process of the interview, you reveal information indicating abuse or neglect, the researcher is required to report that information to Social Services. 
· The tapes of the interviews will be kept in a locked cabinet, that only the researchers have access to until they can be transcribed.  Once transcribed, the tapes will be destroyed.  Your name and any personally identifying information will be changed in the transcription of the tapes and in any report produced from your contributions.

· Data and records created by this project are owned by NDSU and the researchers.  You may view information collected from you by making a written request to the researcher.  You may only view information collected from you, and not information collected about others participating in the project.
Will I receive any compensation for taking part in this study?  
If you decide to take part in the study, you will receive a $10 gift card to Target.

What if I have questions?

Before you decide whether to accept this invitation to participate in the research study, please ask any questions that might come to mind now.  Later, if you have any questions about the study, you can contact the researcher, John Doe at 701.555.1357, or john.doe@ndsu.edu.  

What are my rights as a research participant?

You have rights as a participant in research. If you have questions about your rights, or complaints about this research, you may talk to the researcher or contact the NDSU Human Research Protection Program at:
· Telephone: 701.231.8995 (local) or 855.800-6717 (toll-free)
· Email: ndsu.irb@ndsu.edu
· Mail:  NDSU HRPP, 1735 NDSU Research Park Dr., NDSU Dept. 4000, PO Box 6050, Fargo, ND 58108-6050
The role of the Human Research Protection Program is to see that your rights are protected in this research; more information about your rights can be found at:  www.ndsu.edu/irb .  

Documentation of Informed Consent:
You are freely making a decision whether to be in this research study.  Signing this form means that 

1. you have read and understood this consent form

2. you have had your questions answered, and

3. you have decided to be in the study.

You will be given a copy of this consent form to keep.

Signature of person agreeing to take part in study



Date

Printed name of person agreeing to take part in study


Signature of researcher explaining study





Date

Printed name of researcher explaining study



